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INTRODUCTION. 



AxTHoaGB a book may be pablished for the more especial nse of a 
particular section of the commimity, tinoe it Is liable to fall into the 
hands of those who are strangers to that section, it appears to be ex- 
pedient so clearly to describe its nature and object, that the pablic at 
large may be at no losa to form a satisiSMtory judgment npon its 
claims to attention. 

The principal contents of this Toliitte an PBiLTBBS. Upon this 
statement the following questions are raised :— 

(1.) F<n* whose parHcular fue are thete pt^jfen iiiimded f 

(2.) Unto iohom are ^ejf addressed f 

(3.) What clams to esiimation from the Christian world do the 
persons possess v>ho use them t 

We proceed to answer these qnestions. 

(1.) Thb FBRBOiiB for whose nse these prayers are Intended, are 
Christians of The New Churchy signified by the New Jerusalem in 
the Revelation of John. They recdve the spiritnal Interpretation of 
the Scriptures, and the doctrioe of ftith founded npon them, as con- 
tained in the writings <tf that eminent Swedish philosopher and 
theologian, Eicanubl Swedbrbobo^ who presents the following ex- 
planation of ''The New Jerusalem " in his work entitled The Apoco" 
^fpse Explained, when explaining Ohap. xxi. y. 2. 

"*And I,John,saw the hofyci^New Jerusalem coming doton from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husbctnd* 
This signifies a Nbw Gbubch to be established by the Lord at the 
end of the former Christian church, (upon the consummation of the 
latter through evil and fklsehood,) and which will be associated with 
heaven in divine truths, both as to doctrine and as to life; and win 
be conjoined, by the Word, with thb Lord." 

This explanation the author of The Apocdlgpse Explamed then pro- 
ceeds to establish by snitaUe proofo in hia usual VoASiiTfiKimKt* "^i 
the "dJrJae trutba ** which distlnguUih tkda c\raxO[k« '^<^ xfinoA *Qbm^ 
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dedaced from the Holy Word by himself, and set forth in his 
writings. 

(2.) The next question is. Who is thb Lobd to whom these 
prayers are addressed? It is answered, — ** The Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is Jehovah manifested in a divine-human Form." Concerning 
The Only Lord God, at once the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier; 
in whose Humanity centres the whole Divine Trinity of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit; Swbdbnboro writes as follows, in the work before 
mentioned* 

** Thought concerning the true God opens heaven, for heaven, and 
all that belongs to it, is from the true God. On the other hand, 
thought concerning a false god closes heaven. Thought concerning 
Grod <u a Divine Moa^ in whom is a Divine Trinity, opens heaven ; 
and, on the other hand, thought concerning Grod as nof a Divine Man, 
closes heaven. Thought concerning the Lord Jesus Christ as being 
the God of the universe, opens heaven, for the Lord himself saitfa, 
* The Faster htUh given all things inio the hand of the Son:* * The 
Father hath given to the Son power over all flesh:* * AU things are 
delivered to me ofvnig FaXher:^ * AU power is given to me in heaven 
and in earth* That the Divinity is in the Humanity of the Lord, 
as the soul in the body, see Matt. i. 18, 20, and 25 ; and Luke i. 
31 — 35. From these passages it is evident, tbat the Divinity called 
Jehovah, was in the Lord from conception. In the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Divinity is called the Father, the Divine-Humanity is called the 
Son, and the Divine Proceeding from his Humanity is called the 
Holy Spirit, and this Trinitt is a One, because it is of One Person, 
and resembles soul, body, and proceeding operation, which constitute 
one man. And whereas the soul and body are one man, and such as 
the soul is, such is the bo^, it follows, that since the Lord's soul was 
Jehovah, the Body also, which is his Humanity, is divine. He [Je- 
hovah] did, indeed, assume a Body or Humanity from the mother, 
but this he put off in the world, by overcoming in temptations, and 
finally on the cross, and put on, in its place, a Humanity from the 
Father, and this is the Divine Humanitg. The Divine Soul, or Jeho- 
vah, did not convert itself into Body, nor commix itself with Body, 
80 as to become Body, but it took a Body to itself. As soul and 
body, although they be two distinct existences, are still one man, so 
with respect to the Lord (as, indeed, is observed in The Aihanasian 
ChgeeO thtfy are One Cbrnt, that is^ Ow Man who is God, If it be 
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tts^ed, * What sort of a Trinity had Qod before he asimmed Humanity 
and made it Divine in the world?' it is answered, God was then, in 
like manner, as now, a Divine Man, and He had then a Trinity, 
consisting of his Divinity, Divine Humanity, and Divine Proceeding; 
bat the Divine Humanity, at that time, was not a Divine Humanity 
in vUimateSf bat only in Jirst principles. UltimtUet are what are 
called * flesh and bones,' and these also were matU divine by the Lord 
when he was in the world. This ultimate was necessary, and this is 
the Divine Humanity naw appertaining to God. That the Lord as 
to each principle, the Divine and the Divine-Human, is Life in Him- 
self, He himself teaches in John, * As the Father hath Life in Himself 
^80 hath he given to the Son to have Lffe m Himself,* By Father, in 
this passage, the Lord means the Divinity [or Jehovah] in Himself, 
for in other passages He says, that the Father is in Him, and that 
the Father and He are ONE. Inasmuch as the Divinity is in the 
Humanity as the soul in its body, therefore he who saw the Son or 
Body saw the Father or Divine Soul; this the Lord confirms in these 
words; * Philip said. Lord, shew us the Father: Jesus said unto him, 
Eave I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not knovm me 
Philip t Hb who hath sbxr mb hath ssbn thb Fatbsb. How 
scofest thou, then, shew us the Father t* "* 

This then is the Tbub God, and the Only pbopbb Objbct of a 
Christianas worship, — the Father m the Son, ** God in Christ," ** the 
Word made flesh,*' the FATHER whom Philip SAW,— tAu is THB 
GOD of the New Church, to whom alone her members look up with 
the eye of faith, and exclusively address their prayers. 

(3.) Thb claims which the receivers of the doctrines of Swbdbit* 
boi:g have to be received as good Christians, and good members q/ 
society, may be gathered from the following extract from the above 
named work, which briefly describes their practical principles ; and 
the reflecting mind cannot but perceive, that those who act upon 
such principles must needs become ornaments to human nature, and 
a blessing to society. 

** Concerning love and charity. The love of uses is charity. Love 
to the Lord exists in charity, because it exists in uses. Use consists 
in a person's fulfilling his duty, and discharging his employment, 
rightly, faithfully, sincerely, and justly. Uses do not become uses of 
charity or sphritual uses, with any but those who ^^ViV. ^i^s^TifiN.^'^ 

* 8ee4jwa^!pse£gspl<itiiied^ o* 10d7, UOi, U^ \\\^\\\^ 
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from hell, because evils are contrary to love to the Lord, and love to 
the neighbour. The Lord is the source from which charity proceeds, 
and the neighbour is the object to which it tends. That love to the 
Lord exists in charity, because it exists in use, the Lord Himself 
teaches in John, * He that hath my commancUnents and doeth them^ he 
it 18 who loveth me,^ ' If a man love me he will keep my words* * If 
ye keep my commandments ye shall abide in my love,* To keep the 
commandments is the same as to do the goods of charity, which are 
uses. The conjunction of love to the Lord with charity towards the 
Deighbour, and thus the conjunction of the Lord with man, is effected 
in uses. This conjunction is of such a quality and measure as is the 
quality and measure of the love of uses ; for the Lord is in use as in 
the good which is from Himself. The man who is in the spiritual 
love of uses is in good works, to all appearance, as from hvmselft but 
still he acknowledges that it is not really from himself, but from the 
Lord. Man cannot love the Lord from himself neither can he do 
real uses of charity from himself^ but the Lord loves him, and reci- 
procates his love in him, and also graciously makes it to appear, in 
order that he may be in freedom, as if he loved the Lord from him* 
self. This, therefore, is the love of the Lord from the Lord. Hence, 
also, it is evident how love to the Lord exists in charity, or in the 
love of uses. .... Every one who has been faithful, sincere, and just 
in his office and employment in the world, is likewise sincere, and 
just, and faithfhl after his departure out of it; and he is accepted in 
heaven, and likewise has heavenly joy and delight, according to the 
quality of his faithfulness, sincerity, and justice. He whose mind is 
earnestly engaged in his office and employment from the love of uses, 
is in the spiritual delight of goodness, and ia withheld by the Lord 
from the delight of fraud or malice, and also from the delight of an 
idle, prating tongue^ and the gratification of appetite, which also is 
the delight of idleness, and idleness is the devil's pillow. Every one 
may see that the Lord cannot have his -abode in the love of these 
latter, but that he can, in the love of the former. In addition to the 
uses of a person's office or employment, there are also other general 
uses, such aa faithfully loving a conjugal partner; giving childi'en a 
proper education; the prudent management of domestic concerns; 
and just dealing with servants and dependants. There are also other 
general uses, such as contributuig to the necessary and due support 
of the ministry of the church. To give aid to the needy is a use of 
external charity, wbicb, when it 18 derived from internal charity. 
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acts {Nndently; Imt external charity withont ioternalf acta itnpra- 
dently, and often nnjoatly* That ases do not become nsea of charity 
with any bat those who fight against evils from bell, is evident from 
this, that 80 long as the love which, is the governing life of man baa 
its origin from bell, heaven and the Lord cannot be in bis nses; and 
the love of a man is from hell so long as be has not fought against 
the evils which are there^ and thence. So long aa infernal and 
diabolical evils are not removed by combat against them, man may 
perform uses which are sach oatwardly, bat there is nothing of 
charity or piety in them, for they are interiorly defiled* Uses which 
have for their first and last end a tnan$ aum proper good, or selfish 
gratification, are not nses of charity. The end regarded ia the all of 
the efiect or nse. When the Lord is the end regarded in performing 
uses, that end, and that only, makes the nses performed to be ases of 
charity. When « man regards himself in his nses, there is only 
bodily, and not spiritoal life in them.** (Seo Apoodfypee Eaqalained, 
vol. vi pp. 411 to 417.) 

. Soch are the practictd principles of the Nbw Church, and may 
we not aay, that Christiana who are nnwilling to do jastice to men 
who act upon sach principles, beeanse they worship One God in One 
Person, instead of One God in three Persons Q), mast be strangers to 
the spurit of their Divine Master and bis Apostles? 

It may be expedient here to state, that the members of the New 
Chctbch believe that all who fear God and keep his commandments, 
whatever their rellgiona sentiments, will be saved ; for all snob per- 
sons, being of an humble and teachable disposition, will readily imbibe 
trath and reject error, apon receiving angelic instraction after death. 
When, therefore, it is said (ia page vi. above) that thought concern- 
ing God which is agreeable to the troth opens heaven, while thought 
not agreeable to the trath closes heaxen, it is not meant that faith of any 
kind, by itself, gives a title to eternal life in heaven, bat that truth 
opens to the man of the church while upon earth, a communicaton 
with the divine influences throagh heaven; whilst error does not 
It is in that sense that error ia said to ** close heaven.** This, indeed, 
is implied in the question of the Apostle, "What communiion 
hath light with darkness?** Certain it is, that the Spirit of Truth 
does not lead man effectually by means of error, but by means of 
truth : — that is unquestionable. 
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It appears almost needless to say aoy thing in proof of the usefhl* 
ness of Family or Social Prayer. The Divine authority for it is suf- 
ficiently seen in the circumstance of the Lord's Pratbb being 
written in the plural number. It was evidently the Lord^is inten* 
tion, when he taught his disciples to pray *^ after this manner," that 
bis Prayer, as well as other prayers to be formed on the model of it, 
should be used at certain times by companies of Christians atsembled 
for social worship, either in their own houses, or in the places ap- 
pointed for public worship, the command equally applying to the 
smallest and to the largest companies. Social prayer has, indeed, 
one use which cannot attach to private prayer, — it operates in excit- 
ing the pious feelings of others, m the way of example. A parent 
may direct his child to pray in secret ; but when he prays with him, 
his example becomes operative: the child catches the spark of de- 
votional feeling from the tone of the voice in prayer, as well as from 
the sentiment uttered ; and a reverential feeling is induced by the 
solemnity of the manner which accompanies mature piety. Servants, 
also,— for whose eternal welfare a master who lays up treasure in 
heaven for himself, cannot be regardless, — are, by means of family 
worship, brought under the combined influences of instruction and 
admonition, aided by the best feelings which true and intelligent 
devotion is calculated to inspire or awaken. And although this 
portion of a family may not be so uniformly or so extensively benefited 
as may be desired and expected, there can be no doubt that much 
more good is effected than can possibly come under outward obser- 
vation. 

One reason why the children of New Church parents too often 
exhibit more knowledge of, than affectionate zeal for, the truths 
in which, as to the understanding at least, they have been carefully 
educated, very probably is this, that they have not been sufficiently 
trained by their parents to the actual practice of pious worship at 
home; nor has that true principle of piety which is more of the 
nature of habit than science, consisting in a frequent lifting up of the 
heart to the Lord with filial feelings of reverence and love, been duly 
inculcated and afiectionately cultivated. Parents, themselves sin- 
cerely pious, have too often been content to hide their pious feelings 
within their own breast (except as to attendance on public worship), 
instead of endeavouring to kindle and keep alive similar feelings in 
their families. In this respect they have put their candle under a 
bushel. Instead of causing it to give light to all in the house. They 
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have forgotten the Lord's words, ** Let your light so shine bef re 
men, that they ma^ tee your good warii, and glorify yoor Father 
which is in heaven." It is comparatively a small thing to imbne a 
child*8 mind with religions knowledge; bnt it Is a great thing to 
ccmvert that knowledge into a kind of spiritual ladder, by which he 
not merely fnay, bnt actually does, yonng as he is, devontly ascend 
to heaven in fervent aspirations to the Lord, holding ft«qnent sweet 
and intimate filial communion with Him, and so realising his pater- 
nal invitation, ** Suffer the little children to come unto me.*' Not 
until a scientific faith has become a pious faith, do the truths of faith 
become the means of conjunction with the Lord, called in the Word, 
«* the cords of a man,'and the bands of love,*' by which the Lord draws 
man to Himself*, and by which man becomes bound to the Lord, of 
his own free choice, by the sacred ligaments of vital religion. It is 
only then that the religions principle first acquires permanency, 
through its actual connection with him who changeth not! 

When a whole family are in the practice of united social worship, 
they all feel that they engage in it on the basis of their equality be- 
fore the Lord, as the children of the same kind and universal Father; 
hence their feelings are drawn out towards each other by the sense of 
a common relationship ; and their afiections newly quickened to acts of 
devoted kindness and personal service. In thus daily renewing 
their sense of obligation to God, they also renew their sense of obliga- 
tion to each other, and are reminded of that order of life and conduct 
towards Qod and each other, which befits the principles they unitedly 
and reciprocally acknowledge^ in their diUly renewals of their 
Christian covenant 

Prayer, whether social or private, liturgical or extempore, is formed 
of truths reduced to a devotional form; the devout use of these 
truths^ therefore, in prayer, may justly be regarded as a needful ^r^t 
9Up towards carrying them into practice in the life, by discharging 
all the relative duties of uprightness and benevolence with fidelity 
and zeal. He who never prays f<Hr divine help to keep the com- 
mandments, will never keep them religiously, however he may do so 
morally ; he may indeed shun evils, but not as sins against God. 
Until he prays unto righteousness, he will never ** believe with the 
heart unto righteousness;" he will never become « an Israelite indeed 
in whom is no guile." 

It was well said, long since, that ** we should pray with a ^l«v 1<^ 

* Hosea zS, 4« 
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practice, and practice with a view to prayer.** We may talk much 
aboat charity, while at the same time we neglect piety ; but the truth 
is, that these twin virtues will ever be found to rise or fall together. 
If morality be without prayer, it must stand in the fear of man, 
father tlum the fear of God. There is, in fact, no inlet to a state of 
genuine charity except through the gate of sincere practical piety, 
consisting in the habitual lifting up of the heart to the Lord, in order 
to our growth in holiness, and advancement in goodness. En- 
lightened piety IS the indispensable medium by which the celestial 
principle of love to God, flows into the spiritual principle of charity to 
the neighbour. 

The end or use of prayer is identically the same with the end or 
use of truth, namely, the attainment by means of it, of that <' holi- 
ness without which no man shall see the Lord.*' Nothing is clearer 
in the Word than this, that the genuine holiness here intended 
neither comes by prayer only, nor l^ practice only, but by both 
united. It is dear also» that as prayer should always have a 
primary reference to practice, it ought to be full of truths of a truly 
practical tendency; its language should be a happy combination of 
what is distinctly and definitely doctrinal, with what is distinctly 
and definitely practical, so that every fkcultyof thesoul may be duly 
stimulated, refreshed, and strengthened to the pursuit of holiness 
and charity, by definite and specific acts of practical devotion. Such 
a combination of the devotional and practical has been attempted in 
the following manuaL 

There can be no doubt that in every church there are found merely 
nominal adherents of the religious views of the body ; and the New 
Church cannot expect to be without some such professors among her 
number. It therefore may not be out of place to remark, that if any 
one engages in prayer for any other end or purpose, than to obtain 
grace in order to the attainment, by practice in his life, of that 
purity of heart to which the blessedness is annexed of being qualified 
to see Qod ; or if he has a notion that this purity is the gift of God 
antecedentiy to holiness of life ; he only deceives himself. His prayer 
is not the acceptable prayer of faith, because it is not the prayer of 
truth, to which it bears no affinity. For what is faith, when all 
truth has been abstracted firom it? and what is prayer but an empty 
husk, if void of truth ? There is, indeed, no promise of an answer to 
any prayer but the prayer of faith, that is, the prayer of truth. To 
j>rAy under the misguidance of fiedse doctrine, is to ask God to do 
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Uuit which i^ the wj revene of what he has promleed to do^ and 
which, therefore^ he cannot do, withont Himadf becoming changed, 
and thie^ of oonne^ is imposBible, It is not, howeTer, meant to infinr 
that the good uUmiion of the mistaken worsliiper has no answer 
whatsYer from the Divine Mercy, bnt that it i» not the answer 
promised by the encooraging words of the Lord, * All things whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in prajrer, heUevinff, ye shall reeeiTe !" 

The truths of faith display the nature and the worlcs of God { 
slso the nature^ the duties, the privileges, and the prospects of man. 
These are all calculated to affiwt the mind, during prayer, with an 
earnest desire to resemble the Great Pattern of all excellence, es* 
pedalty when such resemblanoe is felt to be indispensable to eternal 
happiness, and the wmU qf it sure to be followed by eternal woe. 
Whatever the well-instructed worshiper, under the influence of this 
desiroi helievet of God, he calls to mind in prayer. He rememben 
that ** Goo n lovx.** He desires to become like him, because this 
is essential to his eternal happiness. He encourages himself to ex- 
press this desire to God* because God loves him, and therefore 
desires to fit him for heaven* He remembers the truths which de- 
clare man's fall, and his natural distance from heaven; he remem* 
bers also his own experience of indinattons to do those acts which 
tmth declarea to be abhorred of God. This leads to self-humiliation, 
and the expression of this, is concision of sin. Knowing the true 
course of the pfooeie of regeneration, and what he must do in order 
to become the subject of it, and what God will operate by his Spirit 
during his oo-operation, and desiring to be regenerated in order to 
eternal IHb, he naturally puts these truths into a devotional form, in 
order to express the desire with which they have animated him. 
19ndi being the case it must follow, that a wise man, before he ex* 
peots any efficacy to wait on his prayers, will use his best powers 
of reason and judgment with a view to ascertain, whether his faith 
is fonned of truths pure and genuine, and therefore suited to improve 
his practice^ or whether the truth is adulterated with errors which 
must diminish its practical efficiency. He will see that the blessings 
promised to true prayer are not given in proportion to the quantity, 
or the vehement earnestness of prayer; but are received in proportion 
as the prayer is according to genuine truth, and the affi»ction of 
the wcHTShiper in agreement with that truth. 

One of the most difficult parts of our Christian practice^ is to he 
rightly minded towards those who injure xa. To aa»&\»'^\A>)!^^'^^ 
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so, our Lord has enjoined us to ^*pray for them which despitefuVy 
use tuJ* And let any one only make the experiment, and he will 
assuredly find that the moment prayer is thought of for a person who 
is an object of our reprehension, the spirit of our reprehension will 
become changed for the better, if not good ; and if good, be consider- 
ably improved. Let us^ then, always pray for those whose conduct 
our conscience compels us to disapprove or oppose, because the Lord 
has so commanded. 

In regard to the use of extempore prayer in private; — He who 
alone witnesses the private out-pourings of the desires of the soul, 
looks not upon the words of the lips, but upon the h^art, 'A Christian 
must needs be acquainted with some of his wants ; and if he feels the 
pressure of them, he will be at no loss to express his feelings so as 
to bring down the promised blessing. The great use of public 
prayer, it will presently be shewn, is instruction ; likewise of family 
and private prayer by means of formularies; and although such a use 
cannot properly be attributed to private extempore prayer, yet on 
such occasions, new light may be shed upon the previously known 
truths, which are then brought forth into actual devotional expres- 
sion. It 18 possible, however, that some who use extempore private 
prayer, might occasionally find a right frame of mind assisted or in- 
duced by a previous reading of one of the following prayers. And 
to those who use them in their families, the author would say, 
never, on that account, omit the use of private extempore devotion, 
which will always be found to have a tendency to invigorate both the 
heart and the understanding, and to produce interior peace, joy, and 
consolation. 

It may not be amiss to notice here, that there are some excellent 
persons who disapprove of written sermons, and prepared forms of 
prayer, which have been significantly denominated (or nicknamed) 
"crutches.*' Of these persons we would affectionately beg per- 
mission to ask a question or two. Would you endeavour to inspire 
a man who feels his bodily weakness, and his need of such an 
auxiliary as a crutch to enable him to go comfortably about his 
avocations, with a sense of shame, in order to cause him to lay aside 
his crutch ? Would not this be a false shame? Why would you seek 
to induce him to believe himself stronger than he really is, until his 
severe falls convince him how much better it would have been not to 
cast aside hia naefiil assistant? Do yon think that any one would 
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use a cratch who could walk as well and as comfortably withoat 
one? But dropping this ingenioua, though sometimes rather ill- 
natured metaphor, we may observe^ that were there never a well- 
written sermon accessible in print, extempore preachers would be at 
some difficulty for want of a model to assist their studies; and may 
we not justify printed forms of prayer on the same ground, — that as 
models, — or as containing suggestions of the proper subjects, feelings, 
and style of prayer, they are calculated to assist indiriduals in pre- 
paring themselves for the efficient practice of extempore supplication ? 
Undoubtedly, there are some who^ without such assistance (assist- 
ance, in fact, of this kind is actually provided for them in the divine 
Uturgy called the Lord's Prayer) would, and do feel such an over- 
whelming awe in attempting to address themselves to the Divine 
Majesty, that their thoughts become confiised, and their tongues lose 
their power of utterance. If this position be correct, independently 
of all uses of personal edification, forms of prayer cannot justly be 
condemned as useless. 

Of course, those who can pray as usefoUy in pMie without forms 
as with them, can have no occasion for assistance. Family prayer 
approximates nearer to public than to private worship. But is it a 
fact, that every sincerely religious head of a family is as well qualified 
to edify his household by his extempore prayers, as if he availed him- 
self of the assistance of unobjectionable forms? We will grant that 
there may be no deficiency of pious feeling ; but do not the ideas, and 
the mode of expressing them, conduce to the furtherance of devotional 
uses? Undoubtedly these are not to be overlooked, even although 
the sincere feelings of piety be regarded as the chief essential. It is 
not every head of a family, although he may not be wanting in 
other qualifications, that can so completely surmount the influences of 
worldly cares, exertions, and fatigue, as to collect bis thoughts to his 
own entire satisfaction, so as to convey his family on the wings of 
devotional purity and intelligence, into the regions of love^ light, and 
peace. But with the assistance of an adequate form, the mind itself 
may be raised into, and maintained in, a profitably devotional frame 
and train of thought; and if this also be true^ the objection against 
written forms must be deemed a prejudice. 

Again, there are some who feel a deep reverence for the language 
of THE Divine Word, but from entertaining a too confined v\«« 
of practical osefnlnessb who are of opvinou^ \^^\i 'Knomisi^ I^sc^sa ^ 
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public, familyf tnd private prayer are minecesaary, inasmuch as the 
divine prayers in tbb Word, and especially tbe Lord^s Prayer, are 
sufficient by themselTes, and are infinitely to be preferred to human 
prayers, because they possess an efficacy (in consequence of their 
opening heaven by virtue of the internal sense contained in them), 
which cannot possibly belong to human prayers. Now this reason- 
ing would be all very well, if the use of human forms were intended 
to wpersede the use of divine prayers. The question is not as to 
which hind of forms ought exclusively to be used ; nor is it neces* 
saiy, in order to guide our judgment either for, or against, human 
forms, that we should first inquire and determine, whether human or 
divine forms are accompanied with the greatest use. Each kind, it 
is suggested, haa its peculiar use; and each may be cultivated so as 
to promote and increase the use of the other. If the divine be the 
first in estimation, let the human be secondary, and instrumental to 
the use of the divine. It will not be denied, that the benefit of using 
the divine prayers is increased in proportion as the worshiper's mind 
is principled in truths; for while he uses the letter of thb Word, 
the truths he has previoudjf learned, being acted upon from heaven, 
afiford aid in unfolding the spiritual sense. But supposing the 
worshiper has procured very few truths, he will then see nothing 
of the internal senses and his ideas will be confined to the sense of the 
letter ofdy. It is true that thb Wobd will secretly open a commu- 
nication between heaven and the soul, and inspire and awaken 
heavenly feelings in the devout mind, but it is to be remembered, 
that the use of prayer is preparation for practice ; and this prepara- 
tion is . efiected by means of truths rationally perceived, inasmuch 
as men walk in the known way of truth when they do well, and 
cannot be expected to act wisely tnm a blind impulse resulting firom 
past feelings, and which, perhaps, at the time they were experienced, 
were wholly indefinite and inscrutable. The specific use of human 
prayers, effectively constructed as to their spirit and substance, is, to 
increase the inclination and ability to do the truth. Is it not evident 
then, that, to the eomparaiively tMinstructed, human forms may pre- 
sent, in an attractive manner, numerous spiritual truths, drawn from 
the interiors qf the Word, and numerous moral truths, the fruits of 
Christian experience; and which truths such individuals might 
never have seen, and, consequently, could never have practised, if 
they had been confined in their devotions to the ktter of the Word 
^lOj^? Batf it may be said, they could have learned the same truths 
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from the Writing! of £. S^ and other books of instniction ; gnmted* 
but is there no benefit firom these truths befaig piesented in • deoo* 
Uonai form, and presented, in such case, not only more affwtingly 
and in more immediate connection with 'the Lord, bnt also presented 
more freqoently than wonld be the case in books which, when once 
read, are sometimes not again oonsnlted fbr a long period ? Observe, 
also, that practical tmths recited in prayer, are used witii a mnch 
closer reference to fndividaal practice, then when the same truths 
are read in books of Instniction not of a devotional cast In the 
latter case, they are too often regarded, when they are read, as being 
of a general, rather than of an individual application. 

Bnt if any one is inclined still to say, thiKt the members of the New 
Church oftg^ to confine their fimns of prayer to the language of the 
Word, then let him read the prayer extracted firom <* The Apocaiypte 
Bxplamed^* (which will be fmmd immediately prsceding the j?r«( 
prayer in this volame,).and candidly alter his opinion, that is, if he 
has any respect finr the authority of the author of that prayer. 

It was not the opinion of the great and good Swedbhbobo, that 
external worship is of secondary or slight importance^ in proof of 
which the fi)]lowing extract is presented to the reader. 

** Internal worship is worship grounded in love and charity ; this 
Is real essential worship ; and external worship without this internal, 
is no worship. External wonihip is a formality of internal worship, 
for the internal is the very essential. Supposing a person to live 
where there is no church, no preaching, no sadwnents^ no priesthood, 
if it be asserted that such a person cannot be saved, or that he can* 
not be principled in any worship, when nevsrtheless he may worship 
the Lord from what is intema],— this is to mistake the essential of 
true worship. It does not, however, hence follow, that there should 
be no external worship; for they who make it an essential of wor* 
ship,-^that it proceed from a principle vX love and charity, are never- 
theless careful to observe the ceremonies of external worship, in ire* 
i^nting the church, in partaking of the Holy Supper, in hearing 
sermons, in repeating prayers, in observing festivals, and other things 
of a like nature, lokich they do with mock dXUgenot and attenUotL 
But still they do not make the essential of worship to consist in such 
things. ■ In the external worship of such parsons, by reason that it is 
influenced by what is internal, there is a holy and Uvin.^ ^TVCks5f^\&\ 
fiff it is the very essential itself which M&cta&a scol^^nvst^^-^V^ v^ 
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formal or ceremonial.*' In another place, our author also presents 
the followmg testimony. <* Man is continually in worship when he 
is in love and charity, external worship being only an effect [of 
which the internal worship of love is the cause]. The angels are in 
such worship; wherefore, with them there is a perpetual Sabbath. 
Man, however, during his abode in the world, ought to live in tlie 
practice of external worship, for by external worship things internal 
are excited, and by external worship things external are kept in a 
state of sanctity, so that internal things may flow in; moreover, man 
is hereby initiated into knowledges, and prepared to receive things 
celestial, and is also gifted with states of sanctity, though he be 
ignorant of it, which states are preserved by the Lord for his use in 
eternal life : for, in another life^ all his states of life return I"* 

To the former edition of this work was annexed an Intboductort 
DzsoooBSB ON Prateb. Nearly the whole of this has since been 
embodied by the author in the Tract on ** Thb Nature asd Uses 
OF Prateb,*' published by The London Missionary and Tract Society 
ofihe New Churchy as No. 24 of their series of Tracts. To the con- 
tents of this Tract the reader is therefore referred ; it not being con- 
sidered necessary to repeat what is there said, in this volume. 

The author has to express his thankfulness that he has been en* 
abled to supply a ** Help to Devotion,*' the two former editions of 
which have proved acceptable. 

It has been a desired object with him to guard against the decay 
of interest in his work arising from a sense of sameness. He has 
therefore endeavoured to prepare such a work as, from the variety of 
its contsnts, may retain, however constantly it may be used, some 
degree of freshness to the perception of the reader. He persuades 
himself that he has avoided repetitions, perhaps, as much as it is 
possible to do so. It has not been his endeavour to produce a ficti- 
tious variety by a mere multiplication of words and variation of the 
phraseology, but by the multiplication of important spiritual and 
moral truths, because these are the vessels receptive of the divine in- 
flux during acts of devotion. But above all, he has been solicitous 
largely to introduce seasonably, the most practically precious portions 
of The Word, and of the writings of the Apostles. He ventures^ 
thereforet to hope that this volume — the present edition of which has 

* Arcana Caktiia^ o. 1175 sod l^U. 
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been carefhny revised, and he tnuts, improTed— may be ibmid by 
himself as well as others, a storehouse of practical and experimental 
wisdom, highly oondacive to the advancement of the regenerate life. 
He hopes that by holding devout oommonion with the Lord by means 
of these troths, he and others may become more receptive of profit- 
able states of refreshment and illomination, humiliation and consola- 
tion, encouragement and peace. 

Since Prayer, when viewed essentially, is nothing but religious 
and moral Troth, presented in a devotional form, all devotional 
formularies may justly be regarded as forms of instraction, prepared 
for the conveyance to the mind of the highest and most interesting 
orders of Troth at the best time, that is, while the whole mind is in a 
devotional frame, and therefore most receptive of heavenly influences. 
The present volume contaios in the earlier portion of the prayers, an 
exposition of the Lord's Prayer in a series, and certainly that exposi- 
tion is not less instractive from being presented in a devotional 
form. 

Prayers of a very simple character may best suit the present state 
of an individual, but still it must be conceded, that the greater the 
number of troths of an elevating tendency presented in forms of 
prayer, the more extensively useful will the volume containing them 
be found eventually. Its contents will ever be advancing in value, 
as the advancing states of the individual enable him to appreciate 
them more fully. And this will more especially be the case when 
they are frequently used for private reading, for the mind being at 
such times in a more collected and thoughtful state, they will then 
be felt as more especially instructive. 

There are some who think that forms of prayer should convey only 
the most simple ideas, and that such prayers are the most useful. 
In this case, the eminent use of Prayers as a means of instroction, 
appears to be unaccountably overlooked. Such simply constructed 
prayers may best suit the simple, who live rather in the atmosphere 
of the feelings than of intelligent thought $ but they surely cannot 
be best suited for the readers of the writings of Swedenboro, whose 
highly intellectual and philosophical religion is undoubtedly one of 
progress, both intellectually and practically. The author is decidedly 
of opinion, that the most eminent of all the uses of the prayers of 
enlightened extempore leaders of worship, and also of judicious formu- 
laries, whether for the church, the family, or the clo&^t> 1% tlift u&% of 
conwijfin^ instruciioa oa the great points of dui^ mm^x'dXx^'^ ^^^- 



XX PSAtER A MEANS OF INSTBUCTION. 

oected with, and bearing upon a life of tnie religion. Indeed, he 
cannot see any sufficient reason for usiDg formalaries or liturgies, 
except that they are drawn up by persons who are more fully in- 
structed in this class of divine truths, for the use of those who are 
less so; to which may be added this further use to the minds of the 
authors of such fbrmularies, — that being prepared by them in a state 
of mental sunshine, they are calculated to help them in those future 
states of mental gloom and disturbance, into which the most en- 
lightened minds are liable occasionally to lapse, in the course of their 
regenerating progress. Certainly the use of prayer in the New 
Church is not to endeavour to change the mind of the Unchangeable 
God, but to improve the heart and understanding of the worshiper* 
and, without question, the only means of permanently effecting a 
change for the better, is by instruction in those truths which are 
most suitable to effect it, in combination with corresponding devo- 
tional feelings and aspirations, the good influences of which can only 
be perpetuated by the truths which inspire and embody them. Feel- 
ings inspired by false sentiments concerning God, and his relation 
to man, can only be^ at the best, of an equivocal character. 

For the convenience of those whose want of time does not allow 
them to use the prayers in their family devotions at full length, the 
portions which may most conveniently be omitted are placed within 
BBACKSI8, thus [] leaving portions ibr reading in each prayer which 
cannot occupy more than three minutes in any case. It must not, 
however, be supposed, that the portions thus marked for omission, 
are of less value or utility than the portions not in brackets, and left 
for £unily reading. It has been preferred to meet the difficulty in 
thie way, rather than to divide the prayers into shorter ones^ not only 
because such a division would have been a dismembering injurious 
to the sense, and the series of the ideas, but because^ for privcUe 
reading (when, of course, no notice is to be taken of the brackets) 
the enUre prayer will not be felt as too long, as such reading wi?l 
generally be resorted to at periods of comparative leisure. 

Instruction being regarded by the author as the chief U6& of Prayer, 

he naturally believes that the chief use of the following compositions 

will be realised in Private Beading, supposing it to be seriously and 

devoutly entered upon for the sake of edification ; and to be carried 

en in the true spirit of individual application, imptovement, and self* 
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examination. And if every member of the diitreh were to go throogh 
the volome privately each euoceeding year, under the influence of a 
sincere and earnest desire for regeneration, the author is conyinced, 
that the happy resnlt would be^ a vast and evident improvement in 
qtiritual mindedness in the church collectively. He has reason to 
regret that a notion has become prevalent, that his work was in- 
tended 9oU^ for the guidance of Family Devotion, notwithstanding 
its title expressly shews that it was intended as a " Help to Family 
AHD Pbivatb Dsvotioh." Hcuce it has happened, that aiter being 
used for a time in family worship, it has too firequently been laid 
airide, either because laxity became predominant, or the Prayers 
were found inconveniently long; thus, in many cases, it has been 
laid aside altogether, instead of being allowed still to obtain fiivour 
for the use and pleasure of eotUinuout private reading. But had this 
volume been more frequently in the hand, instead of slumbering un- 
disturbed for long periods on the shelf; had its practical contents 
more constantly engaged and exercised the heart's best affections, 
and taken the place of worldly musings, outward pleasures, and un- 
profitable strife about ** difficult pohits"'— often a contention about 
mere words — self-love would have had less power; there would have 
been manifested among us more of bbothbblt lovb, and more of 
all the blessed and kindly virtues that follow in its train,— the sole 
witnesses of the reality of its existence. Those of our people who 
have most needed the kind of improvement it is designed, and, it is 
hoped, calculated to promote, owing to their defective estimate of 
their needs, have been least inclined to purchase it; and of those 
who possess it, too many entertain so inadequate an estimate of the 
value of that kind of improvement, as to avail themselves but little 
of the opportunity of realizing it. And what is the nature of that 
improvement? it may be asked. The author replies. It is an im- 
provement analogous to that which we discern in a t>lant, on its 
being brought from the darkness and cold of winter into the vital 
light and heat of spring and summer. It is the attainment of a 
OONSIBMBD HABIT of Intimate and constant communion with the 
Lord as ** the Sun of righteousness," with a view to the attainment 
of regeneration, and the perfecting of the heart and life in Christian 
graces and virtues. 

Entertaining these convictions, the author would earnestly recom- 
mend an intimate acquaintance with his work by meana of asi >ask- 
interrupted course oijmvate reading. It la woSV ad«^\M^ ^<(st ^^ ta^ 
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cupation of odd periods and nnoccnpied intervals, which can hardly 
be improved better than by imbibing, by means of it, feelings which 
tend to console, encourage, and elevate us in the discharge of our 
daily duties, by assisting us in surmounting their annoyances, and 
smoothing their disappointments. 

The plural form of the Prayers can be no hindrance to their use in 
PBiVATB READiNO, to thoso who are accustomed to find no incon- 
venience from the plural form of the Lord's Prayer. To suit those, 
however, who prefer the singular number, the author adopted that 
form in the shorter prayers he compiled for the use more especially 
of young persons, from the work of the late Rev. William Hill, of 
Philadelphia, which compilation has been published under the title 
of **A Manuai« of Pibtt fob the Young/' and has met with 
cordial acceptance wherever it has been introduced. 

The author begs to express a hope, that the candid reader will 
not attribute his remarks on the practical value of his work, to any 
thing like personal vanity on account ot the composition of it ; for 
he begs solemnly to declare, that the remarks alluded to are 
grounded solely in his own experience of the practical worth of the 
blessed truths — ^not his truths, but the Lord's truths — which he has 
been permitted to bring together and arrange for a special use. The 
stringer of pearls may well be allowed to praise their beauty, with- 
out becoming liable to the charge of vanity on account of the humble 
ofiice he has performed in their arrangement 

It may be well to mention, that in omitting the words ** Our 
Father," &c., at the end of the prayers, it is not meant to discourage 
the repetition of the Lord's Prayer, but it was concluded that no 
member of the New Church would be likely to omit it, and therefore, 
that such a reminder was not required. 

And lest the author should be thought to have fallen into an 
omission, he begs to add, that he presumes that every one who 
knows and feels the value of the Divine Word, will, if possible, 
read a portion of it daily, as a part of his accustomed worship, or 
devotional exercises. Even although but little of the divine truth 
therein may be spiritually discerned, yet the mere devotional reading 
of it is effective of consociation with attendant angels, who perceive 
the spiritual sense while the letter is devotionally read, and who 
commanicntei, agreeably to a merciful provision of divine order, a 
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aenae of the pnre affections, and peaceftil joys, thereby excited in 
them, in the degree in which the reader is prepared to receive it 

In opening the Bible, the member of the New Chorch will 
naturally prefer to read in those books which contain an internal 
sense ; but an occasional reading of the Apostolical Epistles, will be 
ioond very oondacive to practical improvement. These composi- 
tions, as £. S. observes, ** are q/* much use to the church, although 
they do not contain an internal sense;** and therefore they are by no 
means to be neglected by those who valae his testimony. In tmth, 
the lessons of ardent piety, and of the purest morality, which 
are presented in the Epistles, are beyond all price. In the Gospels 
we find recorded the Lord's precepts of lifb and ikith ; bat in the Acts 
and Epistles of the Apostles, we have those precepts presented to us 
in actual operation, as the standard of moral tmth and practice in 
the primitive Christian Church, ere its glory had become tarnished 
by the spurious worki of the Romish Church, or, subsequently, by 
the spurious doctrine of solvation by faith alone, invented by the 
leaders of the Protestant Reformation. 

The FOLLOwmo chaptbrs nr thb bpistlbs are particularly re- 
commended to the reader^s serious perusal, on account of their 
eminently pure and practical tendency. It is recommended also, 
that they be written down on the spare leqf qf his Bible, for more 
convenient reference. 



Rom. vi. xii. 

1 Cor. xiii. 

2 " V. 
£ph. iv. to Ti. 



Col. iiL 
1 Tim. vi. 
Heb. xii xiii. 
James i. to iv. 



1 Peter ii. to v. 
1 John it to ▼. 



At the end of the Prayers will be found a comprehensive Fobm of 
SBLF-BXAMiNATioH, whlch it is hopod will not be deemed too prolix, 
although sometimes the same idea may appear to be repeated in 
other words. A proposition or question sometimes arrests attention 
in one form of words, after it has failed to do so in another. He who 
really desires to know himself will not grow weary of a coarse of 
self-examination during which he perceives he is gaining something 
by every step he takes. This form is recommended to be used oc- 
casionally with earnest seriousness, until self-examination shall have 
become so habitual an act of the mind as to be spontaneously ex- 
erdaed; so that we are able truly to say, **I have set the Lord 

IS* 



XXIV SELF-EXAMINATION. 

alwaj before me," and are accustomed to examine, in hia light, 
and bj a reference to his tmth, every thought which arises, and 
every intention which is meditated to be carried into effect. 

The following observations of Swedenborg concerning Self-Ea^ 
aminaHon, are worthy of the deepest attention. 

** No one in the Christian world can possibly be without the know- 
ledge of sin, for every one is taught from his earliest years what is 
eviL" " All young people leam this from their parents and masters, 
and likewise the decalogue, which is [or rather should be*] the first 
book put into the hands of all Christian children, and in the future 
stages of life from public preaching, and private instruction at home^ 
and in frilness frY)m the Word." ** But the [intellectual] knowledge 
of sin is of no avail, unlesa a man examine the actions of his life, and 
consider whether he has committed any such thing in private or in 
public. Prior to this, his knowledge of sin is merely notional, and 
whatsoever he hears from a preacher is but like an empty sound, 
which enters in at his left ear and goes out at his right, and so 
passes away. It becomes at last a mere matter of thought, or com- 
mon place devotional phrase^ proceeding only from the lungs, and is 
at length regarded by many persons as all imagination and chimera. 
But the case is altogether different, where a man examines himself 
according to his knowledge of sin, and discovers some particular evil 
in himself, and then says to himself, * This evil is a sin,' and abstains 
frY)m it through fear of eternal punishment; then, for the first time, 
the instruction heard in the church, both by preaching and by prayer, 
begins to be received with both ears, and is admitted into the heart, 
and the man from a gentile becomes a Christian.*' 

** Is there any truth more easy to be known throughout all Chris- 
tendom than this, theU a man ought to examine himself f For in all 
empires and kingdoms, whether of the Roman Catholic or the Pro- 
testant Church, the admonition previous to the celebration of the 
Holy Supper teaches, thai man should examine himselff and know, 
and acknowledge his sins, and begin to lead a new life.** 

** They who know what sin is, and particularly they who have 
much knowledge of thb Wobd, and teach it to others, and get do 
not examine themselves, and consequently do not see any sin m them^ 

* The neglect of diBsenters in general, in this ooontry, to teach their chUdren 
the Ten Commandments Is sadly too prevalent. No doubt this is owing to the 
demoralizing infiaence of the solifldian scheme. 
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teivei, are like the tnden» one of whom hid hlf talent in the earth* 
and the other his pound in a napkin*; they are alao like the hard 
and stony ground, on which the seed fellf ; like the fig-trees ftill of 
leaves but barren of frnitj $ like hearts of adamant which cannot be 
made fleshyf; and **like partridges which sit on their eggs and 
hatch them not;— -th^ get riches bat not with Judgment; in the 
midst of their days they leave them» and in their end they become 
foolsf ;** and they are like the five yiigins who had lampe and no 
oiL*». 

« Who cannot understand, from the reason with whidi he is en- 
dowed, that it is no repentance for a man to conftss wUh hiitips oiUgf 
that he is a sinner, and to utter many things about sin? For what 
is more essy for a man, than to pour forth si^ and groans through 
his lips, and make himself guilty of eyeiy sin, when ytt he ia noi 
€on$eioiu of a nngle one in hmue^f 

** Is it asked then, * How is repentance to be performed?' I an- 
swer, * Actually; that is, iy a man*$ exammmg himtefff knowing, and 
acknowledging his sina^ making supplication to the Lord, and begin- 
ning a new life.' That there can be no repentance without self-ex- 
amination, was shewn in the foregoing article; but to what purpose 
is self-examination eaaoept that a man may know his sins? And to 
what purpose Is such knowledge, but that he may a^nowledge them 
to be in him? And to what purpoee are all these three duties, but 
that he may confess his tm$ btfore the Lord, ukApnuffor dwim aid, 
and thus hpgin a new life, which is the end to which erery preyious 
step has been directed? This is actual repentance." 

<* Actual repentance, if it be repeated at Hated timet, especially as 
often as a man prepares himself to partake of the Holy Supper, sup- 
posing him afterwards to abstain from one or more sins, which he 
then discovers in himself, is sufficient to initiate him into the actual 
practice of it; and when in that state, he is then in the way to 
heaven, for he then begins from natural to become spiritual, and to 
be bom anew of the Lord." 

** It is possible for a man to repent of the evUs which he has 
committed with the body, and stiU to think and wiU evil; but this is 
like cutting down the trunk of a bad tree and leaving its root in the 
ground, from which the same bad tree grows again and spreads itself 
In all directions : fer difiBsrent is the case when the root also is plucked 

« Matt. zxT. 25; Luke ziz. 2a t Matt xiiL 6. % Mark xL 13. 
$ Zecli. vU. 12. T Jer. xviL U. ^ 'ttsXX^'Sxv A— W 
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up : and this is effected in man when he examines not onlj the ac- 
tions of his life, but likewise the intentions of his will, and at the 
same time removes evils by repentance. Man examines the inten- 
tions of his will at the time he examines his thoughts, for the inten- 
tions manifest themselves in the thoughts : thus whilst his thoughts 
are busied about revenge, adultery, theft, false witness, blasphemy 
against God, the Holy Word, and the Church, &c., he also wills and 
intends such evils: but should he turn his attention towards his 
thoughts, and ponder in his mind whether he would commit the evils 
he finds there, supposing no obstacle to arise from the fear of the 
law and the loss of reputation, and should he then determine not to 
cherish them in thought or will, because they are sins, such a person 
performs true and interior repentance ; and especially if he resists and 
abstains from those evils when they present themselves to him with 
ddightj and when he is at liberty to commit them. Whoso practises 
such repentance repeatedly for any time, will perceive the delights of 
evil wboi they return, as undelightful, and will at length condemn 
them to hell. This is what the Lord meant when he said, * Whoso- 
ever will find his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it**** 

** The reason why the intentions of the will ought to be searched 
out is, because the love resides in the will, for this is its receptacle : 
it is irom hence that every kind of love exhales its delights, and in- 
fiises them into the perceptions and thoughts of the understanding, 
which do nothing of themselves, but are wholly influenced by the 
will, for they favour its impulses, consenting to, and confirming 
whatever is agreeable to its love; so that the will is the house itself 
in which man dwells, and the understanding is a court to it, through 
which he goes in and out. This then is the reason why it was said 
that the intentions of the will ought to be searched out, for when 
this is done man is elevated out of the natural will, which is possessed 
by hereditary and actual evils, into a spiritual will, by which the 
Lord reforms, and regenerates the natural, and by means of the 
natural, the sensual and voluntary principles of the body, and thus 
the whole man."t 

No true member of the New Church who reads the above extracts, 
can fail to be deeply impressed with the great importance of stated 

* Matt. z. 39. 

t Swedenborgr's True Christian RHigim^ n. 525—534 



SELF-EXAMINATION. XXVU 

self-examination ; and particularly before, and as preparatory to, each 
participation of the Lord*8 Sapper. 

The former edition contained ** A fbw pladt Hirtb on thb Ih- 

PORTANCB OF ATTENDDIO PUBUO WORSHIP WITH RBOULAIUTT ;** 

also ; " A Pbbsuasivb to thb BBOBiviiia of thb Holt Suppbb." 
These portions have been withdrawn, chiefly to diminish the price of 
the present edition; and also because the author has attained a con- 
viction, that Persons who need urging to the performance of these 
very obvious duties, must be so thoroughly indifferent to the obliga- 
tions of piety altogether, as not to be likely even to seek the posses- 
sion of a volume entitled ''A Hblp to Dbyotion.*' 

The Paper intitled ** Hints in aid of thb Perckption of thb 
Spiritual Sbnsb of the Word," is retained, as the author is not 
aware of any similar composition existing in the New Church to 
which he could refer in its place. 



PRAYERS. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

OuE Father, who art in the heavens, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in hea* 
ven, so upon the earth. Give ns this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we also forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from eviL 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
for ever. Amen. 



THE PRATER OF EMANUEL SWEDENBORG. 
{Extracted from his "Apocalypse Explained," n, 1148.) 

O LoBD, be with me continually, and lift up the light 
of thy countenance upon me ; and since of myself I cannot 
do any thing that is good, do thou teach, enlighten, and 
lead me ; and grant unto me, that I may spiritually live. 
Let not the devil seduce me, and instil evil into my heart ; 
but let me be continually aware, that those who are not 
led of thee, are led of the devil, who breathes into them 
evils of every kind, as hatred, revenge, cunning, deceit, in 
like manner as a serpent infuses poison ; for he is present, 
excites, and continually accuses, and wheresoever he meets 
with a heart turned away from Thee, he enters in and 
dwells there, and draws the soul down to hell ! Lord, 
deliver me I* 

* Bj ** the devil'* in this prayer, £. S. means aU evil spirits, who 
Ktpertonified in the Scriptures as th€ devil, and Satan. 



PRAYERS. 



^AMAMAAtfW^^^W^*« 



I. 

{For Sunday Morning only,) 

Holt, holj) boly. Lord Ck)d of hosts, heaven and earth 
are full of the majesty of thy glory. Thou dwellest on 
high, and there is none like unto thee; and yet thou 
humblest thyself to behold the things that are in heaven, 
and in the earth. Although thou art the Most High and 
Most Holy, yet dost thou permit us, thy feeble and sinful 
creatures, to approach unto thee in worship, and to address 
thee as " Our Father." what tenderness do we behold 
in the manifestations of thy paternal care 1 How merci- 
fully dost thou protect us day by day ! And now we be- 
hold the dawn of another Sabbath, which, while it reminds 
us of the swift passage of time, recals to our remembrance 
thy constant goodness, thy loving-kindness, thy forbear- 
ance and compassion, through all the days that are past. 
EspedaUy do we mark thy goodness each returning day of 
rest, in providing the hallowed means which it affords of 
our spiritual illumination, and the elevation of our hearts 
and minds towards thee, in the contemplation of the great 
realities, the unfading glories, of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Prepare us, O Lord, we beseech thee, to engage profitably 
in the all-important exercises of this sacred day. Soothe 
our worldly cares. Abate our worldly desires, S\xs)^ev\d 
the activit/ of our lower affections and "5U%«vQ?fta, \s>i^* 
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draw us from the contemplation of all objects dear to our 
selfish nature. Enable us to call upon our souls, and say, 
" Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in !" 
Arise, Lord, into thy resting place, thou and the ark of 
thy strength ! We desire to come into thy house in the 
multitude of thy mercies, and in thy fear to worship to- 
ward thy holy temple. We would lift up our eyes toward 
thy holy abode in heaven, and meet thee in the inmost of 
our souls. We would enter into thy gates with thanks- 
giving, and into thy courts with praise; we would be 
thankful unto thee, and bless thy name ; for thou, Lord, 
art good ; thy mercy is everlasting ; and thy truth to all 
generations. Enable us, while we bow down and kneel 
before thee, Lord our Maker, to lift up our hearts, to- 
gether with our hands, to thee in the heavens. Let no 
wandering thoughts intrude upon our devotions. Let our 
songs of praise be acceptable before thee. Let us sing to 
thy glory with the spirit, and with the understanding also» 
maintaining the ascendancy of our devotional feelings 
above the sense of natural delight. And while our admira- 
tion is attracted by the beauty of divine truth, and our 
judgment is engaged by its reasonableness, guard us against 
being captivated and satisfied with the emotions of merely 
intellectual pleasure; let our first desires be directed to 
tkat improvement of the heart and life which thy truth is 
designed ta effect. Give unto us a deep sense of our 
spiritual responsibility, as possessors of a right knowledge 
of thy truth, and lead us inwardly to exdaim, '* What 
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness !"♦ 

* All h^weem the brackets [— ] may be omitUd in FamiUy reading, 
viOiao hreFJ^ ia doBired. 
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[We pray likewise, Father of mercies, that this day 
may prove abundant in spiritual blessings to all professors 
of the Christian name. May they be led by thy Word to 
entertain just and exalted views of thy nature, thy person, 
thy character, and thy works. May they be enlightened 
to perceive that the great end and desipt of all thy com- 
mandments, whether preceptive or doctrinal ; whether re- 
lating to belief or practice ; is the attainment by thy crea- 
tures of heavenly charity,— the growth of a pure love to 
thee and of love to their neighbour ; and the dominion of 
those heavenly principles over the defiled affections of the 
love of self, and the love of the world. More especially 
we pray, that the congregations of thy New Jerusalem may 
experience thy presence and blessing. May they truly as- 
semble in thy name, and find thee present in the midst of 
them. May they cherish an earnest desire to devote their 
hearts and lives to thy service, and to acquire in their souls 
the image and likeness of thy love and wisdom. While 
engaged in the outward ordinances of worship, may they 
experience inward states of self-renunciation, and an hiunble 
adoration of thy Great and Holy Name. May they be led 
to worship thee in spirit and in truth, and find in thee 
abundant supplies of patience, consolation, illumination, 
and peace ! May the society of thy Church with which 
we are connected be united, not only in the performance of 
the externals of worship, but in unity of sentiment and 
purpose, and in the bands of mutual love and peace. May 
the exercises of this, and of each returning sabbath, be ef- 
fectual to produce, and to confirm, this happy state of 
unity and mutual confidence in all the congregations of 
thy Church. Let thy sabbaths be honoured, and be ac- 
counted a delight, both by ministers and people. Let thy 
priests be clothed with righteousness, olwOl \tX \!k^ ^^scsvN^ 
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sing aloud for joy. Let love be in the hearts of thy minis- 
ters, and let wisdom dwell upon their lips« Grant unto 
them to minister in simplicity and singleness of heart ; in 
lowly dependance upon thee ; and with a sincere desire to 
promote thy glory ; and in no wise to magnify themselves. 
Let the ministration of thy Word be as the dew that de^ 
scendeth on the mountains of Zion; and the reception 
thereof as the springs which thou sendest into the valleys, 
and which run among the hills : so shall the pastures of 
the wilderness be clothed with flocks ; the valleys shall be 
covered with com^ they shall shout for joy, they shall also 
sing. In this glorious day of the manifestation of thy new 
kingdom, let the citizens of the Holy City, in the grateful 
view of their blessings and privileges, unite and say. Praise 
the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among 
the people, make mention that his name is exalted. Sing 
unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent things ; this is 
known in all the earth. Cry out, and shout, thou inhabit** 
ant of Zion : for great is the Holy On£ of Israel in the 
midst of thee.] Amen. 



II. 

{For Sunday Morning only,) 

Lord, who art the Most High and Most Holy God, 
we approach thine adorable Majesty with humble reverence, 
exclaiming in the language of thy Word, Who in the hea- 
vens can be compared unto the Lord P Who among the 
sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord P Gt>d 
is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and 
to be had in reverence of all that are round about him. 
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We rejoice in the return of this sacred day of rest ; we re- 
joice with thankfuhiess in an institution of thy divine 
mercy, so abundant in blessings to thy creatures. May 
we experience during the seasons of public worship, an 
elevation of our affections and thoughts towards thee, and 
the riches of thy kingdom 1 May we see thy power and 
thy glory, so as we have seen thee in the sanctuary. May 
we so delight ourselves in thee, that thou mayest give unto 
us the desires of our hearts. let us taste and see that 
the Lord is good, and experience the blessedness of those 
who put their trust in him. Assist us, Lord, to put 
our shoes from off our feet while we stand on holy ground ; 
and while in thy more immediate presence, we hold com- 
munion with thee, make us sensible of thy adorable per- 
fections 1 Poor, indeed, and infinitely short of thy trans- 
cendent excellence, are our best conceptions of the glories 
of thy nature 1 but we rejoice with thankfulness at the 
prospect before us, of a continually increasing acquaintance 
with the great subjects of divine knowledge, in the realms 
of peace and purity above. Unfathomable are the depths, 
and inexhaustible are the treasures of thy wisdom, by 
which thou wilt eternally reveal Thyself to thy creatures I 
Yet never shall finite beings find out to perfection the In- 
finite ; nor cease to feel the insufficiency of their faculties, 
adequately to contemplate the glories of "The Sun of 
righteousness!" Still, Gracious Lord, although our ca- 
pacities be thus limited, the revelations of Thyself which 
thou hast already vouchsafed unto us, inspire ova minds 
with astonishment at the greatness of thy majesty, equalled, 
as it is, only by the greatness of thy mercy, loving-kind- 
ness, and tender compassion 1 Great and infinitely glori- 
ous as thou art, thou art ever accessible to the prayers of 
thy feeble and erring children I giv^ \xu\a xv^ ^^^ "v^^ 
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feel, and gratefully to acknowledge thy condescending 
goodness, which permits frail creatures to hold conununion 
with their great Creator, even the Almighty Governor of 
heaven and earth, who comprehendeth the dust of the earth 
in a measure, and who weigheth the morntains in scales, 
and the hiUs in a balance 1 So shall we be filled with a 
reverential sense of thy presence, and be prepared to ex« 
perience that the voice of the Lord is powerful, and that 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. Enable us, we 
beseech thee, to hearken thereto with a meek and teachable 
spirit. Let thy Word be sweet unto our taste, yea, sweeter 
than honey to our mouth. Open thou our eyes, that we 
may behold wondrous things out of thy law. By thy pre- 
cepts may we get understanding, so shall we hate every 
false way. O let us love thy Word, more than thousands 
of gold and silver, that we may know by experience that 
thy law is perfect, converting the soul; that thy testimony 
is sure, making wise the simple; that thy statutes are 
right, rejoicing the heart ; and that thy commandment is 
pure, enlightening the eyes. 

[We pray that not only the words of our mouth which 
we utter in worship, but that also the private meditation 
of our hearts, may be acceptable in thy sight, Lord, our 
Strength and our Eedeemer. Instructed by thy truth, we 
would contemplate and approach thee as the great Jehovah, 
the Self-subsistent I AM, who art Love Itself, Wisdom Itself, 
and Life Itself i We would lifk up our souls unto thee, 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
beholding in thy Divine Humanity the whole divine trinity, 
the fulness of the godhead, dwelling bodily in thee. We 
would confess thee only to be our Creator, and would 
adore thee for our creation, and for all the blessings of 
preservation and providence; we would ackuowledge thee 
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onlj to be our Bedeemer, and magnify thee for thy great 
work of redemption ; and in thee wonld we discern our 
only Begenerator and Sanctifier, and therefore onr only 
SaYionr; and bless thee for the gifts and helps of thy 
Holy Spirit, and for thine incessant operation to save us 
from onr sins^ to enlighten our minds, to purify our affec« 
tions, and to shed abroad thy love in our hearts. that 
we may ever co-operate with thy divine operation 1 
that we may purify our souls in obeying the truth ; and by 
the truth be freed from the slavery and bondage of sin 
and hell, and be inwardly, as well as outwardly sanctified I 
May our souls be restored to the image and likeness of thy 
Love and Wisdom divine, by becoming principled in pure 
heavenly love, as to our wills, and by being immovably 
established, as to our understandings, in the truths of thine 
everlasting Gospel. Then wilt thou indeed be our hea- 
venly Father ; the Author and Finisher of our faith and 
salvation; the spring of our desires, our thoughts, our 
words, and our works ; and then shall we bear much fruit 
to thy glory, our fellow-creatures' good, and our own pre- 
sent and everlasting peace and joy.] Amen. 



m. 

(For Sunday Evening onhf,) 

It is a g^ood thing to give thanks unto thee, Lord, 
and to sing praises unto thy name, Most High ; to shew 
forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and thy faithful- 
ness every night. Through thy goodness and loving-kind- 
ness, most mercifril Father, we have this day experienced 
the blessings of the Christian 8abbat\i, \\xl ^ Vkgk^ 
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we have heard of thy glory ; we have been abandantly 
satisfied with the fatness of thy house, and thou hast given 
us to drink of the river of thy pleasures ! But while we 
take up the language of thy Word and exclaim, " How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, Lord of hosts 1" we are 
constrained to confess with sorrow, the imperfection and 
feebleness of our best services 1 We have need to implore 
pardon for the iniquity of our holy things. How cold are 
our praises I how inanimate our prayers 1 how wandering 
our thoughts, regardless of thine especial presence 1 how 
slow of heart, and how dull of hearing we are, in regard to 
the teaching of thy blessed Word ! Nevertheless, O 
Father of mercies, thou wilt not in any wise cast out, 
even the meanest of those who come unto thee for life. 
Thou wilt not turn aside our prayers, nor disdain our 
sacrifice of praise, unworthy as it is of thy divine ac- 
ceptance.] 

We thankfully rejoice in the opportunity afforded by 
the return of thy holy day, to call to remembrance thy 
resurrection from the dead in a glorified, ever-living, and 
life-giving. Divine Humanity. We contemplate with 
lively gratitude, admiration, and astonishment, the tri- 
umphs of thy redeeming love. In the Christian sabbath, 
as a day of rest, we discern a sacred representative of 
that sabbath of rest which thou didst experience, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, when thou hadst completed thy great work 
of human redemption, and when thou hadst fully united 
thy Human with thy Divine nature. O may each succeed- 
ing Sabbath remind us, with ever increasing thankfulness, 
that into thy rest thou didst enter through intense suffer- 
ings and temptations, and through stupendous labours and 
combats against the hosts of hell. Whenever we lift 
up our eyes to thy dwelling-place, and in apirit behold 
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thy Diyine Humanity enthroned amid the glories of the 
Snn of heaven, help us to maintain a grateful recollection 
of the wonderful process by which thou didst glorify thy 
Humanity, and how, in order to the accomplishment of 
that great work, thou didst fulfil all righteousness, con- 
forming thyself to all those laws of divine order which, for 
the good of man, thy unchangeable wisdom had pre- 
scribed. [For agreeably to those perfect and immutable 
laws, thou didst take om nature upon thee by actual birth; 
thou didst grow in wisdom as in stature; thou didst 
perform all things well, and set us an example that 
wc should follow thy steps; yea, for our sakes, and 
for our redemption and salvation, thou didst suffer many 
things, and wast tempted in all points as we are: but 
thou didst overcome and subdue the powers of darkness 
which assaulted thee ; thou didst break the bands of hell 
by which thy creatures were boimd, and didst open the 
gates of salvation, that the righteous, which keepeth the 
truth, may enter. Then didst thou gird thy sword upon 
thy thigh, Most Mighty, being clothed with thy glory 
and thy majesty, and in thy majesty thou didst ride pros- 
perously, on the Word of truth, of meekness, and of 
righteousness, and thy right hand did accomplish terrible 
things, for thine arrows were sharp in the hearts of thine 
enemies, and thy foes fell under thy feet I And when thou 
hadst bruised the head of the serpent, thou didst ascend 
on high ; having led captivity captive, thou didst receive 
into thy Humanity, together with the fulness of thy Deity, 
all manner of spiritual gifts for men ; that by the dispen- 
sation of them to mankind, and their reception and im- 
provement thereof, the Lord their God might dwell among 
them. Wherefore, we take up the sacred song, and say, 
'* Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, iot\ia\i^lOcLTss^\ 
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and redeemed his people, and hath raised up a horn of 
salvation for us, that we should be saved from our 
enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; that 
being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, we 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteous- 
ners all the days of our lives." " O sing unto the Lord 
a new song, for he hath done marvellous things, for 
his right hand and his holy arm hath gotten him the 
victory."] 

And while we celebrate thy triumphs as our adorable 
Bedeemer, we pray that we may not neglect that great 
salvation, which thy redeeming love hath made accessible 
to all. May we follow thy divine example, and diligently 
prepare to enter into that spiritual rest into which thou 
hast entered, and which thou hast provided for thy fiaith- 
ful followers, by ceasing to do our own work, and to pur- 
sue our own pleasure, preferring to be thy servants, and to 
perform thy acceptable will. May we daily be emancipa- 
ted from the thraldom of the loves of self and the world, 
land tlirough thy grace experience somewhat of the glorious 
liberty of thy true children, and enjoy some foretaste 
•of that eternal rest, into which they alone shall enter. 
Amen. 



IV. 

(Tor Sunday Evening only,) 

Lord, our merciful Father and Saviour, at the dose 
of another day of rest and spiritual instruction, we ap« 
proach unto thee to thank thee for the heavenly influences 
of thy Spirit and thy Word, which thou hast poured out 
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abundantly upon lu, and by which we have been revived, 
invigorated, refreshed, and encouraged, to pursue the path 
of everlasting life, purity, and peace. [In the view of our 
unworthiness to receive, even the least of thy mercies: 
and in the contemplation of the manifold blessings which 
the members of thy true chnrch are privileged to eojoy, 
we are ready to exclaim, " O thon that dwellest in the 
heavens^ What is man that thou takest knowledge of him P 
or the son of man, that thou makest account of him ?" for 
man is like to vanity; his days are as a shadow that 
passeth away 1 It is because thy natiire is love,— love 
unmixed and unbounded 1 it is because thou pitiest us, 
erring and sinful creatures as we are, that we are not con* 
sumed by our iniquities, and left to perish in our sins ! 
As a £Bither pitieth his children, so dost thou, O Lord, pity 
them that fear thee ; for thy mer^ is from everlasting 
to everlasting upon them that fear thee, and thy righteous- 
ness unto children's children, to such as keep thy covenant, 
and rranember thy conmiandmentsto do them. 

May we thy servants now before thee, notwithstanding 
our many imperfections and infirmities, be ever numbered 
amongst them that fear thee, observe thy covenant, and 
keep thy commandments. While with our lips we bless 
thee, suffer us not in our lives to deny thee, by holding 
the truth in unrighteousness.] Deign to be present with 
us. Most Merciful Father, while we endeavour to offer unto 
thee those spiritual sacrifices which thou requirest at our 
hands ; the sacrifices of a broken heart, and of a contrite 
spirit ; the sacrifices of holy joy, and grateful thanksgiv- 
ing. May our offerings, defective as they are in thy 
sights meet with thy gracious acceptance; and so effec- 
ally bring down thy blessing upon us, that hencefoxtlv ^^ 
mgy offer unto tkee the clean saerifioea of Tv^\;eA\isiott^i 
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and put our whole trust and confidence in thee. Thoa 
hast promised that thou wilt guide the meek in judgment, 
and to the meek thou wilt teach thy way ; fit us, O Lord, 
for these gracious manifestations of thy goodness. Make 
us more humble, meek, and lowly in heart. Empty us of 
our self-merit and self-righteousness, our self-derived in- 
telligence, self-confidence, and self-dependanoe. Let thy 
law be in our hearts, that none of our steps may slide. 
Hold thou up our goings in thy paths, that our footsteps 
slip not. Make us to go in the path of thy command- 
ments, for therein would we delight. [Give thine angeb 
charge over us, lest at any time we dash our foot against 
a stone. O may we experience that all thy paths are 
mercy and truth to such as keep thy covenant, and think 
upon thy commandments to do them. In thee alone do 
we confide, O merciful Saviour. Thou art the Life and 
the Truth ! With thee is the fountain of life, and only in 
thy light shall we see light. In thy Divine Humanity 
thou art omnipresent with thy faithful followers ; thou art 
omniscient to discern their wants, and almighty to supply 
them. By thy Spirit thou dwellest in the inmost of our 
souls, and thence thou dost pour down in abundance those 
reviving and enlightening influences of thy love and truth 
divine, by which alone we can be purified from our evils, 
and saved from our sins. All defiled as we are, in respect 
to our natural and sensual mind, thou canst purify us; 
dark as we are, thou canst enlighten us ; unholy as we are, 
thou canst sanctify us, and make us images of thee. Thou 
art indeed as the vine, and we are as the branches,— we 
are wholly dependant upon thee. We have no life but as 
we abide in thee, for without thee we can do nothing.] 

O thou, who art our protector through the day; who 
art our merciful defender from innumerable dangers and 
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kanns, both temporal and spiritual; we beseech thy gaard- 
dianship through the night. Give us to lie down in 
peace and sleep, knowing that thou. Lord, alone makest 
us to dwell in safety. And should thy wisdom and good- 
ness prolong our continuance in this life, may we arise in 
the morning in a full determination, in thy strength, to 
nm the way of thy commandments, and to keep thy pre- 
cepts with our whole hearts. We ask thy blessing upon 
all bur resolutions which are formed under thine influence. 
We pray that our conduct may be such as to make us a 
means of conducing to the happiness of all who are con- 
nected with us, by relationship, friendship, or the ties of 
dvil life. Suffer us not to do hurt to any one, either in 
his feelings or his circumstances, knowing that charity 
worketh no ill to his neighbour, and that love is the ful- 
filling of the law. Let us love one another, for love is of 
thee, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God. 
grant thy divine guidance and blessing to all our rela-* 
tions and friends, that they may all so improve the means 
of grace while upon earth, that death may not eternally 
separate us ; but that, dying in thy faith and fear, we may 
all become inhabitants of thy heaven, and be united in 
similar employments, delights, and praises, through a 
blessed eternity. Amen. 



V. 

O Lord, thou art gracious and full of compassion; 
thou hast shewed unto thy people the power of thy works : 
they are all done in truth and uprightness; holy and 
reverend is thy name ! Give ear unto our words, O Lord ; 
for unto thee do we direct our prayer^ «cl<3l \]iXi\.Q S2&»& ^ 
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we look up. Thou art a Qod that hast no pleasure iu 
wickedness, neither can any eril dwell with thee. The 
foolish shall not stand in thy sight. Who shall abide 
in thy tabemade? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous- 
ness, and speaketh the truth in his heart; he that 
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to lus 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neigh- 
bour. [Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
Qod. Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in 
the law of the Lord. Blessed are they that keep thy testi- 
monies; that seek thee with the whole heart; they also 
do no iniquity, they walk in thy ways. Thy words, 
O Lord, are pure words; they are as silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, and purified seven times. Who shall not 
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy Name, for thou only art 
holy I We adore thee, O merciful Saviour, that thou hast 
again proclaimed to thy church the holiness of thy Name, 
and with a brightness and glory transcending all previous 
manifestations. Thou hast given unto us to perceive, 
that even as to the lowest principles of thy Humanity, 
thou art Jehovah Qod, merciful and gracious, long« 
goffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin.] Help us to remember that thou hast called us to 
be holy, even as thou art holy ; and that thou wilt by no 
means clear the impenitent and the guilty, who strengthen 
themselves in their wickedness. Enable us so profitably 
to contemplate thy holy nature, that our hearts and under- 
standings may be united in thy fear, while our words and 
our deeds bear testimony, that we hallow and reverence 
thy holy name in sincerity and truth. Suffer us not to 
harhaur a single thought that originates in, or manifesto 
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the activity of, a depraved a£fection. May we be clean in 
thy sight. May our imaginations be preserved in purity 
and chastity. May our intentions be established in up- 
rightness and integrity. May our words be filled with the 
spirit of candour, meekness, gentleness, and kindness. 
May our works be impelled and guided by thy Spirit. 
May all our conduct be worthy of our holy vocation, as 
professing followers of thee; and may all our behaviour be 
such as becometh thine everlasting Gospel of purity, wis« 
dom, and peace. O may we thus adorn thy doctrine, 
O Lord our Saviour, in all things, and be found in thy 
sight, full of charity, mercy, and good fruits. May we 
forsake all things which thou hast forbidden, and do all 
things which thou hast commanded, for thy sake, and for 
the sake of thy GospeL Under thy guidance and govern- 
ment, may we faithfully apply the means of spiritual 
improvement afforded in thy Word ; and in every relation 
of life, through thy grace and strength, may we testify that 
our service is not of the lips only, but of the heart ; and 
that we are indeed thy disciples, having love one to 
another, and following that which is good. And while we 
travel onward through the vale of life, may this be our 
rejoicing, and the crown of our joy, that we have the testi- 
mony of a good conscience, that in simplidiy and godly 
sincerity, not by our wisdom, but by thy grace, we have 
had our conversation in the world. 

[Grant thy blessing, O Lord, to all our fellow-creatures, 
fellow-Christians, fellow-members of thy true and living 
Church. Extend the boundaries of thy new kingdom by 
the introduction of all who are prepared to receive genuine 
truth, in the fruitful ground of an honest and good heart. 
Look with mercy and compassion upon those vrho^ 
through prifjudice or infirmity, reject fiom ^^in»^^^<& ''^ 
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heavenly gift; and refuse to receive thee at thy Second 
Advent. May all who are engaged in disseminating the 
heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, combine with 
the zeal of charity the prudence of true wisdom* May 
they be deeply sensible that a good life is the best teacher. 
May their light so shine before men, that men, seeing 
their good works, may be led to glorify their Father in 
heaven ! May all who undertake the office of instructors, 
be blameless in their conduct, and teachable in their dis- 
positions ; so shall they be clear of thy rebuke to the 
wicked, " What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or 
that thou shoiddest take my covenant in thy mouthy seeing 
that thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind 
thee." May they keep their lower nature in subjection, 
lest by any means after having preached to others, they 
themselves should become cast-aways. "While we desire 
the increase of thy visible church, we pray that, as far as 
possible, thy Providence may prevent unprepared minds 
from receiving the truth in unrighteousness, lest whilst 
they add to their own condemnation, they also bring 
reproach upon thy sacred cause. With all who accept 
thy newly-discovered mercies, may the Lord of hosts be 
exalted in judgment; and God that is holy be sanctified in 
righteousness I May all who profess to be'citizens of the 
New Jerusalem, most seriously and devoutly remember, 
that there shall in no wise enter into the holy dty any 
thing that defileth, worketh abomination, or maketh a lie ; 
but only they upon whose interior memories thy Word is 
recorded, and whose hearts have become receptive of inno- 
cence from thy Divine Humanity, even they whose names 
are written, by obedience to thy Word and Spirit, in the 
Lamb's book of Life. May they ever cherish that pure 
and undeiiled religion which consists ia a holy self- 
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sacrifice— en enlightened self-denial for the sake of others. 
Grant this our earnest prayer, O blessed Saviour, for thy 
own name and men(f sake.] Amen. 



VI. 

O Lord God we bow down before thee, and now that 
we are approaching thee in worship and supplication, we 
desire to remember, that if we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, the Lord will not hear us; and that even the 
prayer of the unrighteous is sin. But thou wilt regard 
the prayer of the humble and sincere, who feci that they 
are spiritiially destitute, and who come unto thee, trusting 
in thy imfailing mercy, and in the power of thy salvation. 
We confess, and we desire to feel deeply, in reference to 
ourselves as individuals, that the heart of man is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked. [We acknow* 
ledge that we are prone to forget thee, and to deal falsely 
in thy covenant. The allurements of the world, its pos* 
sessions, its pleasures, its customs, so often at variance 
with heavenly holiness and truth, are apt to ensnare our 
imaginations, and to withdraw our hearts from thee ; and 
by inducing darkness upon our understandings, to lead us 
to undervalue the riches of thy heavenly kingdom. In 
the blindness of our evil hearts, we are prone to regard 
those things which are of the greatest moment to our 
peace, as the least deserving of our attention : and in oui 
foolishness we set our affections on little things, even on 
trifles altogether lighter than vanity, as though they were 
the greatest, and the most worthy of our esteem. Al- 
though we know that the tendencies of our thou^htA awd 
of our deairea by natuxe are outward and do^rcL^«t<^> ^^ 
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have yielded to their influence, and becoming thereby 
estranged from thee, we have not served thee in simplicity 
and singleness of heart, notwithstanding thou hast com- 
manded us diligently to keep thy precepts. Unstable in 
our judgments, mutable in our feelings, slow in purposing 
that which is good, frail in maintaining it, indolent in 
pursuing it. Lord, we feel that nothing is left unto us but 
to cast ourselves altogether upon thy unfailing mercy and 
compassion.] Without thee we can do nothing; — ^nothing 
for our salvation from sin,— nothing for our advancement 
in holiness. Thou only canst rectify the perverse judg 
mcnt, and subdue the stubborn heart of man* Thou only 
canst preserve us free from the corruptions, or guard us 
against the seductive enjoyments of the world. Thou only 
canst revive the dying affections of goodness, and inspire 
us with new hopes, new desires, new ends, new delights. 
Thou only, O Lord Jesus Christ, canst save us from our 
sins, and sanctify us by thy truths for thou only hast the 
words of eternal life, and thou, by thy mighty working, art 
able to subdue all things to thyself. We come unto thee, 
casting our idols to the moles and the bats, confessing 
that they who make them are like unto them, and so is 
every one that trusteth in them. We have experienced 
that the service of the gods of this world is a grievous 
bondage ; and we pray to be emancipated from the slavery 
of giving our warm affections, and anxious desires, to the 
attainment of worldly wealth, reputation, or pleasure. 
Weary and heavy laden we come unto thee for rest. Thou 
art nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and savest 
such as be of a contrite spirit. Thou redeemest the soul 
of thy servants ; thou hast the keys of hell and of death. 
In thy Glorified Humanity, we behold thy transcendent 
glories concentrated, and at the same time accommodated 
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to our feeble perceptions ; while the beams of thy Divine 
Love, and the rays of thy Divine Truth, as they proceed 
from thy glorious Person, convey new life and light to the 
soul, and penetrate with piurifying efficacy, even to the 
lowest principles of our fallen nature. Now thou hast 
taken to thyself thy great power : and high as heaven is 
above the earth, and far as the east is from the west ; so 
far. Almighty Eedeemer and Saviour, thou art able and 
willing to remove our transgressions from us. [Thou art 
able to save to the uttermost, and to cast the mountain 
of every evil love into the sea of oblivion and death. Thy 
Holy Spirit is alone sufficient to remove our impurities of 
heart and life ; to rectify the infirmity of our motives ; and 
to break down, and subdue, the force of our evil habits. 
Thou only canst implant the spirit of love, of power, and 
of a sound mind. Enable us to sanctify tliy Name, by 
submitting all our affections, thoughts, words, and works 
to the government of thy precepts. And while we suppli- 
cate thee to plant in our hearts the fear of thee, and the 
love of thee, give unto us to bear in remembrance, that 
the true fear of the Lord is to hate evil ; and the true love 
of God is to keep his commandments. May our lower 
desires be rendered subject to that enlightened judgment 
which discemeth the superior excellence of things mental 
and spiritual, as compared with things bodily and natural. 
May the order of our thoughts correspond with the order 
of the heavenly influx. May the conjugial principle be 
preserved in us in its purity, as a love of the spirit, and 
thence of the body; and may every thought of the imagi- 
nation which tends to put the body and its delights in the 
first place, be rebuked by thy Spiiit in our conscience ; so 
that we may faithfully co-operate with. t\i^^ m ot^'et Xa 
its rejection and removal.] May we 8\.w\di &tm \si 'Oct^ 
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hour of trial ; and endure to the end. May onr covenant 
with thee be kept inviolate ; and our conjunction with thee 
be continually maintained. Thus may thy holy will be 
accomplished in us, and by us, until we are matured for 
thy presence ; then take us to Thyself, O Lord, our God 
and Father. Amen, 



VII. 



O LoKD, our heavenly Father, we acknowledge with 
heartfelt thankfulness, the many and great mercies we 
continually receive at thy bountiful hand. Day by day 
is our happy experience confirmed, that all the paths (rf 
the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his 
covenant and his testimonies; and remember his com- 
mandments to do them. Blessed, indeed are they that 
dwell in thy courts, who are satisfied with the goodness of 
thy house, the holiness of thy temple. [Rqoice in the 
Lord ye righteous, for praise is comely for the upright. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of 
our God, in the mountain of his holiness. Beautiful for 
situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion ; God 
is known in her palaces for a sure refuge. Out of Zion, 
the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. The Lord 
reigneth : he is clothed with majesty ; the Lord is clothed 
with strength. The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, 
let the multitude of the isles be glad ; he hath prepared 
his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over all. 
All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord, and thy saints 
shall bless thee; they shall speak of the glory of thy 
kingdom, and talk of thy power, to make known to the 
8on8 of men thy mighty acts, and Wvb ^onoxxa mt^^i^ki^ ol 
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thy kingdom; for thy righteousness is an everlasting 
righteousness, and thy law is the truth. O that men 
would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his won* 
derful works to the children of men.] Help us, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, to sacrifice to thee the sacrifices of thanks- 
giving, and to tell out thy works with rejoicing. Thou 
hast chosen thy church to be thy bride ; she is all glorious 
within, her clothing is of wrought gold ; she is adorned 
with the magnificence of thy wisdom ; she is enriched with 
the riches of thy love ; her Maker is her Husband, the 
Lord of Hosts is his name ; and her Redeemer, the Holy 
One of Israel ; the God of the whole earth shall he be 
called. With earnest desire we woidd lift up our suppli* 
cations unto thee, O thou Almighty King, thou Prince of 
peace, that thy pure and peaceful dominion may more ex- 
tensively be manifested, and thy rightful sceptre be con- 
fessed, by nations and people without number. [Look 
upon the earth, O Lord ; for, behold, Jerusalem is ruined, 
and Judah is fallen, because their tongue and their doings 
are against the Lord ; judgment is turned away backward, 
and justice standeth afar off; yea, truth faileth, and he 
that departeth from evil becometh the prey of the wicked, 
a reproach to his neighbours, and a scorn and derision to 
them that are round about him. Many, indeed, there be 
that call themselves by thy Name, but not in truth, nor 
in righteousness,-^who call thee Lord, but depart not from 
iniquity. Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, for the 
faithful fail from among the children of men. O when 
wilt thou raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen ! 
It is time for thee. Lord, to work, for they have made 
void thy law. With our tongue, say they, We will pre- 
vail ; our lips are our own ; Who is Lord over us ? They 
know not^ neither will they undexdtaivd *, \!ti<e;^ n^^^^^Ns^ 
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darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation 
of thy holiness, and of thy glory : Where is thy zeal, and 
thy strength, the yearnings of thy bowels, and of thy 
mercies toward thy people, O Lord our Father and our 
Redeemer I Arise and have mercy upon Zion ; for the 
time to favour her, yea, the appointed time is come. Do 
good in thy good pleasure unto Zion ; build thou the walls 
of Jerusalem : then shalt thou be pleased with the sacri- 
fices of righteousness ; then shall the lame leap as a hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb shall sing ; then shall waters 
break out in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
and com, and wine, and oil shall abound ; and Jerusalem 
shall be a quiet habitation, and a holy tabernacle, whidi 
shall not be taken down.j Hasten the time, O Lord, we 
entreat thee, when thy laws shall be written on the minds 
and hearts of all men ; and when all shall know thee, from 
the least unto the greatest. And as for us, seeing that so 
few are willing to enter the gates of thy New Jerusalem ; 
and that so great multitudes are walking in the broad way 
of faith separate from charity ; let us be the more diligent 
and circumspect, in keeping the narrow way of goodness 
united with truth. Let it be our constant endeavour to 
bring our wills and understandings into conformity with 
thy Holy Word. Let every act of our lives be an occasion 
of cementing more closely the heavenly marriage within 
us ; and let nothing shake our fidelity to thee, the Bride- 
groom and Husband of thy church. Having entered the 
strait gate, bearing the cross of self-denial, by shunning 
all evils as sins against thee, may we pursue the narrow 
way that leadeth unto life, without turning to the right 
hand, or to the left. Guard us from the allurements of 
the fallen will^ and the seductions of the perverted under- 
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standing in allianoe with it. Help us to maintain our 
way heayen-ward ?rith humble confidence, never swerving 
from the strict line of our duty to thee, and our duty to 
our neighbour. So shall we finish our course with joy, 
and being found clothed with the wedding garment of cha- 
rity and faith, shall be admitted to thy presence in heaven, 
there to abide for ever. Amen. 



vni. 



Holt Lord Qod our Saviour, we thank thee for thy 
numerous mercies, continually dispensed by thy all-bounte- 
ous hand ; but chiefly, as members of thy true church, are 
we bound to bless thee, because thou hast had pity upon 
the desolations of Judah, and hast begun to make Jeru- 
salem a praise in the earth. [Thou hast begun to array 
thy church in her bridal apparel, and art preparing to be- 
come her divine Bridegroom and Husband. O Lord Jesus 
Christ, we pray that thy kingdom may come, and that it 
may soon be manifested in power and great glory. We 
pray that the New Jerusalem may descend from heaven, 
and find a willing reception, and an everlasting abiding 
place, in our hearts and minds ; that thy tabernacle may 
be with us, and that thou mayest dwell with us, that we 
may be thy people, and that thou mayest be with us, our 
Gkxl, yea, our only Gk)d, our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Saviour. Dispose us to learn with diligence, and to re- 
member with delight, the just and beneficent laws of thy 
kingdom ; and to yield unto thee our King the obedience 
of faith and of love, and to serve thee acceptably with 
humble reverence and godly fear.] Inspire us^ L^id^ 
with the pure love of thy truth. Ainm.Q\A \]A V^^ >s:c^ 
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earnest desire to obtain true wisdom ; and give us to fed 
delight in the possession, and improyement of divine know* 
ledge. Enable us to say from the heart, '* Thy Word is 
very pure, and therefore thy servant loveth it." Through 
thy precepts alone shall we get understanding, and so shall 
we hate every false way. Thy precepts are all right, \q 
them also are thy servants warned, and in keeping of them 
there is great reward. O may we ever be enabled sincerely 
to declare, that thy testimonies are our delight and our 
counsellors, and that the law of thy mouth is better unto 
us than thousands of gold and silver. Teach us, O Lord, 
to lay up treasure in heaven, that our hearts may be there 
also. May the riches of divine truth be elevated into the 
interiors of our minds, and be there conjoined with the 
affections of goodness, through continual repentance and 
obedience. Suffer us not to lay up treasure upon earth, 
—to degrade and dishonour the knowledge of thy truth, 
by causing it to remain unproductive in the memory, like 
seed sown upon the desert, Eemind us of the just retri- 
bution that awaits the unfaithful servant, who hides his 
lord's talent in the earth. Suffer us not to defile thy holy 
truth, by making it subservient to the purposes of our 
lower affections. Let us not seek to magnify ourselves by 
means of it. Let us rather regard thy truth as our Mas- 
ter, under Thee, whose commands we are bound to receive 
with reverence, and to obey with diligence. And wh^ 
thou sowest the good seed of the kingdom in our minds, 
suffer it not to fall by the way-side ; nor upon stony places ; 
neither among thorns ; let no infirmities of judgment, no 
prejudices of self-will, no fond opinions dear to the self- 
hood, nor any secret influences of the evils of self-love, 
choke thy Word, and render it unfruitful. Give unto us 
^^^tefudiable spirit^ and an aptitude to receive instruction; 
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let us be more distinguished by a willingness to learn, than 
by a readiness to teach. Guard us equally against the 
proud exercise of our rational powers upon things which 
are too high for us ; and indifference to right conclusions 
upon those great and important subjects, concerning which 
it behoyeth every man to be fully persuaded in his own 
mind. May we love goodness with supreme afifection, and 
truth for the sake of what is good ; and may we love thee, 
Lord, above all things, as Goodness Itself, and Truth 
Itself. 

[And if thou shalt see good to afiford us an opportunity 
of promoting the extension of thy visible kingdom by the 
dissemination of thy truth, suffer not any activities of our 
selfhood to mingle with, and defile our better purpose. 
Guard us from seeking our own pleasure therein, lest our 
success be followed by self-glory, or lest the rejection of 
our efforts be attended with feelings of disappointment, or 
of acrimony towards those who reject them. Give us an 
assurance, that since the kingdom is thine, it is for thee to 
introduce into it those whom thou seest fit ; and that no 
man can take unto himself anything, except it be given 
him from heaven. Let our efforts be conducted with kind- 
ness, prudence, and forbearance. Let no opposition dis- 
turb our serenity. Let us be content to leave the result 
to thy good Providence, with entire deference and humble 
confidence, assured that no effort originating with thee, 
can prove altogether in vain. Let not our zeal be that of 
propagating our own opinions, but let it be a zeal for truth 
grounded in the love of goodness, and an humble desire to 
promote the sanctification of our brethren. And to thee, 
O Lord, shall be all the praise of our ability to further thy 
purposes, and all the glory of the success which ixv^^ ^\r 
tend our exertions J Amen. 
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JX 



Fatheb of lights, and Giver of every good and perfect 
gift, we thankfully acknowledge our entire dependanoe 
upon thee. [Blessed, indeed, is the man that trusteth in 
thee, and whose hope the Lord is ; for he shall be as a 
tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 
roots by the jriver ; and shall not be affected when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be 
careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from 
yielding fruit. All our sufficiency is of thee. We have 
no power by our own natural ability, to discern a single 
spiritual truth, or to embrace it in a living faitlu Wis- 
dom descendeth only from thee, who art the true light 
that enlighteneth every man. It is only in thy light that 
we see light. Give unto us, we beseech thee, that humble 
and teachable spirit, which is the needful preparation for 
the dear perception, and internal appropriation of truth*. 
Grant us that singleness of eye, which causes the whole 
body to be full of light.] Let thy Word be a lamp unto 
our feet, and a light unto our path. Shew us thy ways, O 
Lord, teach us thy paths ; teach us good judgment and 
knowledge ; lighten our eyes, least we sleep the sleep of 
death. Order our steps in thy Word, and let not any ini- 
quity have dominion over us. O send out thy light and thy 
truth ; let them lead us, let them bring us unto thy holy 
hill, and to thy tabernacles. Enable us so powerfully to 
concentrate the rays of thy truth, as to bring them to bear 
upon our particular states, and our individual characters. 
Help us to cleanse our ways by taking heed thereto, ac- 
cording to thy Word. Thou dost examine us and prove 
us ; thou triest the reins and the heart : O make such dis- 
corenea, we pray thee, unto wb, oi out e^i^a, «^\xs\ «cl^ 
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hereditary, of our falladous yiews, our frailties and de- 
fects, as our state can bear, and as thou seest to be need- 
ful to our self-knowledge, and our consequent purification. 
Let every wish, desire, thought, and emotion, eyery 
temper, word, and work, be tried by the pure standard of 
thy holy truth ; and in our self-examination, may we prove 
faithful to our own souls, and to our duty to thee, our 
gracious Father, in condemning and rejecting that which 
is evil, and in cleaving with our whole heart to that which 
is good. [May we, therefore, endeavour to detect, and 
desire to resist, every disposition to love power, dominion, 
or applause, for their own sake ; and faithful to our allegi- 
ance to thee, may we abstain from arrogating to ourselves 
honour, self-gratulation, merit, or praise ; and ascribe all 
the gloiy to thee, the sole foimtain of goodness and truth, 
and the sole worker of all that is worthy and honourable, 
in heaven and on earth. When we are assaulted by our 
spiritual adversaries ; when we are tempted to forget our 
heavenly King; or when allured by the deceitfulness of 
sin; let our strength and our refuge be in thee. Be thou 
our rock and our fortress, our high tower and our deliverer; 
and let thy Word be unto us a sharp sword against the 
face of our enemies. Plead, O Lord, with them that strive 
with us ; fight thou against them that fight against us ; take 
hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for our help; draw 
out also the spear, and stop the way against them that 
persecute us ; say unto our souls, *' I am thy salvation." 
We beseech thee also to cast down all the graven images of 
our self-derived intelligence. Suffer us not to be estranged 
from thee through the idols of the love of self, and the 
love of the world. May the weapons of our warfare 
prove mighty, through thee, to the pulling dow\ t:S. ^3ofc 
strongholds of the enemy within ua ; to t\i^ cfik&NASv% ^^"^r^ 
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of vain and unprofitable imaginations, and every bigh 
thing that would exalt itself against the truth and the 
knowledge that is of thee ; and to the leading into ci^ 
tivity every thought to that obedience which thy Grospel 
requires. Now would we give up eveiy evil affection, 
earnestly beseeching thee to deliver us from its influence. 
Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down ; touch the 
mountains and they shall smoke ; hurl thy lightning and 
scatter them ; send forth thine arrows and destroy them. 
Discover to us the real nature of evil, by shewing us the 
uncleanness and falsity of the persuasions it engenders; 
and let all that is evil and false flee before the majesty 
and might of thy divine truth, as it descends through the 
interiors of our souls.] O that nothing may impede 
the advancement and prosperity of thy kingdom in our 
hearts. O that, as we grow in knowledge, we may 
grow in grace, by advancing from truth to goodnessi 
and from faith to charity. May we become more deq>ly 
sensible of our natural ignorance and helplessness. May 
we draw nearer to thee in the confldence of thine all suf- 
ficiency, and in the right applic/ation of the precious talents 
by thee committed to our trust. O may we know, by our 
own blessed experience, that justice and judgment are the 
habitation of thy throne ; and that mercy and truth go 
before thy face, to prepare for thy nearer, and continual 
approach to thy creatures. May it be our blessedness to 
know the joyful sound of the sacred heralds of thy 
presence ; and may we experience the still greater blessed- 
ness of walking in the light of thy countenance. So shall 
thy kingdom be continually establishing within us ; and 
while it daily increases its power, enlarges its influence, 
and reveals that true peace which results from thy righteous 
dominioBj may we patiently, yet ^o^fully look forward to 
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ihat hoTir^ when we shall be removed to thy kingdom 
above, there to join the angelic hosts in ascribing unto 
thee glory, and honour, and might, and migesty, and 
dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



X. 

O LoBD God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, again do we approach the 
throne of thy holiness, and bow down at thy footstool. 
We desire most thankfully to acknowledge, that we are 
continually preserved and blessed by thee, and that love is 
the moving spring of all thy providential dispensations, 
and of all thy dealings with thy creatures. Thou, Lord, 
art good, and ready to forgive ; yea, thou art good to all, 
and thy tender mercies are over all thy works. [Thou 
wiliest not the death of a sinner, but that all should be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of thy truth ; and that 
all should attain, by regeneration, a resemblance of thy 
imbounded love and goodness. May this, thy righteous 
and merciful will, be done in us. May our wills be sub* 
mitted to, and move in unison with thine ; and may we 
ever be found, in all our doings, workers together with 
thee. Knowing that thy blessed will is our sauctification 5 
and remembering thy words, •• Be ye holy, for I am holy ;" 
may it be our earnest and constant endeavour to preserve 
our minds and bodies in sauctification and honour ; and to 
guard against and hold in subjection, the irregular desires 
of the natural mind, and all the blind concupiscences of 
the flesh. May we be willing to lay down the sensual and 
natural life of the love of self, and the love o£ t\!L<b ^^\\^^ 
f(wr thjr sake, and for the sake of tby Gos^eX^ V)fta^. ^^ "sassfj 
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receive from thee the life eternal, the life of love to thee, 
and love to onr neighbour. May we love thee, O Lord 
our God, with all our heart, and soul, and mind, and 
strength; and may we love our neighbour as ourselves, 
yea, and more than ourselves, even as thou hast loved us. 
May we also remember, that if a man love thee, he will 
keep thy words ; and that he that hath thy commandments 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth thee. May oui 
pleasure be subordinate to, and have its origin in thine. 
May we delight to do thy will, and may thy law be esta- 
blished within our hearts. We pray that we may account 
it both our duty and our privilege to co-operate with thj 
Providence, by endeavouring, so far as lieth in our power, 
to promote both the temporal and eternal happiness of oui 
fellow-creatures. Teach us to give with simpHdty, and to 
shew mercy with cheerfulness; to advise with prudence; 
to admonish with fidelity ; to exhort with earnestness ; tc 
instruct with power ; and to rebuke with meekness, gentle* 
ness, and kindness. Teach us to reprove without anger, 
knowing that the servant of the Lord must not strive, and 
that the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness d 
Gk)d. Let us be convinced, that the cause of goodness 
and truth cannot be effectually defended by means whidi 
are not good ; and that the admission of any evil passion, 
even professedly in furtherance of good intentions, musl 
needs turn aside thy holy operation, by giving occasion 
to the entrance of an influx from beneath. May we, there- 
fore, be patient with all men, speaking the truth in love : 
in meekness instructing, according to the measure of oui 
capacity, those who oppose themselves, desiring only to re- 
cover them from the snare of evil and error, for theii 
sakes.] Thou hast called us, by the imitation of thee, tc 
grow into the resemblance of thee*. O that we may re- 
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semble thee more especially, in thy loving-kindness and 
tender mercy. Give us, in love, to rejoice with them that 
do rejoice ; and, in pity, to weep with them that weep ; 
and enable us, O thou exhaustless Spring of consolation, 
peace, and joy, by the exercise of a judicious and brotherly 
sympathy, to comfort, to soothe, and to gladden, the heart 
that is oppressed, disturbed, and afflicted. May brotherly 
love grow and abound in our hearts. Enable us to love 
one another with a pure heart, fervently. Cause us to bear 
in mind, that no man can love thee, unless he love his 
brother also. Teach us that no proof can be given of love 
to thee, and love to our neighbour, except by obedience to 
thy holy commandments. Urge us onward in the path of 
duty and humble usefulness ; and as we proceed on our 
peaceful way, let us go in thy strength, O Lord our 
Saviour, and make mention of thy righteousness, and of 
thine only. [Distant, indeed, we are, at present, from 
that happy state which springs from the dominion of love! 
Many are the dispositions we continually find in our 
breasts, at variance with heavenly charity ! Hpw active, 
and how powerful, are the loves of self and the world ! 
Create in us a dean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us ; take away the stony heart out of our flesh, and 
give us a heart of flesh.] Guard us against every breach 
of the laws of charity; against censoriousness, evil speak- 
ing, and contempt of others ; against violence of temper, 
wrath, revenge, and malice. Let our love be without dis- 
simulation, active, and abounding in good fruits ; let it be 
free from all stain of sinister intentions, and interested 
views. Teach us how to do good, hoping for nothing 
again. Let not our left hand know what our right hand 
doeth. Let the good deeds of the new vnifi. \ife '^VO^'^ ^'^- 
daded from the self-complacent tliou^\> ol VXi<^ \xsl^^^- 
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standing, lest tliey should become defiled by self-merit. 
Give unto us that true charity which is free from envy, 
pride, vanity, and unseemly behaviour; which hath no 
fellowship with the unprofitable works of darkness ; which 
abhorreth that friendship of the world which is enmity 
with God; which seeketh no selfish ends; which forbeareth 
anger, and is not easily provoked; which thinketh and 
deviseth no evil ; which rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- 
joiceth in the truth ; which beareth all things with cheer- 
fulness that belong to thy easy yoke ; which believeth all 
things revealed in thy Holy Word ; which hopeth all 
things thou hast graciously promised ; which endureth all 
things of tribulation with patience; which delighteth in 
the saints and the excellent of the earth ; and which ex- 
tendeth its beneficence both to personal enemies, with a 
view to their amendment, and the enemies of thy church 
and kingdom. O may we thus put on charity, to the 
glory of thy Love Divine, its adorable example, and 
Infinitely perfect source. 

[And, O that thy will may be done upon the earth, ev^ 
to its remotest regions ; for thou wiliest that all should 
live in love, and that all should be actively engaged in prb- 
moting each other's happiness ! May love and charity 
universally prosper and prevail. May jealousies, heart- 
burnings, and revilings, be banished from all communities 
bearing the name of Christian ; and especially may Chris- 
tians of the New Jerusalem incline to unity, and desire to 
be like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, 
of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vain- 
glory, but, in lowliness of mind, let each esteem the other 
better than himself. May the dominion of love and 
mutual good-will commence at thy house, and spread its 
Messed inBuence through aU comm\m\lm>T^\^vcsQ&) v^(sa\^ 



PRAYERS. 35 

and civil. May justice and integrity resume their place in 
the transactions of commerce, and in the policy of nations ; 
and, as the blessed and efficient means of this gi*eat moral 
renovation, may the dispensation of the New Jerusalem be 
extensively and affectionately received amongst all classes 
of people, and throughout all the nations of the earth ! 
Then shall the humble vaUey be exalted into a mountain 
of heavenly love ; and the mountains and hills of the love 
of self and of the world shall be brought low. Then 
shall the mountain of the Lord's house be established on 
the top of the mountains, and be exalted above the hills, 
and all nations shall flow unto it; then shall they beat 
their swords into plough-shares, and theii« spears into 
pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. Even so 
be it. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.] Amen. 



XI. 

O Lord, our Father and Protector, again do we cele- 
brate thy mercies, and with holy exultation we take up 
our song of praise, and say, " Behold, God is my salva- 
tion ; I will trust, and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah 
is my strength and my song; he also is become my 
salvation." We thankfully acknowledge, O merciful 
Saviour, that thou art our God for ever and ever; and 
that thou wilt be our guide even unto death. [Thou up- 
holdest them that fall, and them that are bowed down 
thou raises t up. The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou 
glvest them their meat in due season ; thou openest thy 
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every Uviu^ t\\vcv%. Twsvx. 
art nigh. unto all that call upon tliee» to ciV\tiEi^\. ca&.>Q:^^ 
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thee in truth ; thou fulfillest the desire of them that fear 
thee ; thou wilt hear their cry, and wilt save them ; thou 
preservest all that love* thee; and he that keepeth thy 
sayings shall never see death. Thou hast made us glad 
through thy work ; we will triumph in the works of thy 
hands. Thou art righteous in all thy ways, and holy in 
all thy works. Because thy loving-kindness is better 
than Hfe, our lips shall praise thee. Thus will we bless 
thee while we live ; we will lift up our hands in thy name; 
then shall our souls be satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness, and our mouths shall praise thee with joyful lips. 
O Lord our Maker, thou hast created ns for the enjoy- 
ment of perfect and everlasting happiness ; and in order 
to its attainment, thou hast made ns in thine own image 
and likeness, with a capacity of becoming, by a blessed 
conjunction with thee, finite partakers of thine infinite 
nature. To this gracious end are aU the powers of thine 
Omnipotence and Omniscience directed.] By thy Spirit, 
thou givest unto us all needful power to do thy will, and 
to live a life of purity and charity. Thou preservest our 
wills in freedom, to the end that we may choose that which 
is good, and reject that which is evil. O may we ever so 
live in conformity to the laws of thy Divine Order, as to 
preserve unimpaired that power against the evil and the 
false which thou givest from thy Divine Omnipotence; 
and receive that wisdom respecting good and truth, which 
thou givest from thy Divine Omniscience; and, as a blessed 
consequence, abide in thee, by virtue of thy Divine Omni- 
presence. May we give diligence, by obedience to thy 
commandments, to unite charity with faith ; knowing that 
faith without works of charity is dead ; and that both faith 
and charity are merely ideal and perishable things unless 
they be determined to good woiVj^^ «iL<i \^cfi»m<& ^rma- 
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nently fixed therein. Enable us to prove that we are thy 
disciples, by continuing in thy Word, and ever walking 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called, with all 
lowliness and meekness, forbearing one another in love. 
May we be swift to hear, and slow to speak, and especially 
slow to wrath; endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace, earnestly following after that 
charity which is the bond of perfectness, and the end of 
all thy righteous commandments. Teach us to conde- 
scend to the infirmities of our brethren, especially in sea- 
sons of affliction, trial, and temptation. Let us not, by 
severity or ill-timed rebuke, break the bruised reed, or 
quench the smoking flax. Under the impulse of thy love, 
and the guidance of thy Word, may our love to our 
neighbour be testified in a zealous regard to the interests 
of thy church and kingdom ; in the due performance of 
our relative duties to our families, friends, and fellow- 
citizens; in acting justly and faithfully in our worldly 
business or employment ; and in maintaining sincerity and 
integrity, benevolence and kindness, with all, with whom 
we have any commerce or connexion. May the temper of 
mind which thou didst manifest on earth for our example, 
be manifested in us. May we account it better to give 
than to receive, and better to minister than to be minis- 
tered unto, that in all things we may grow up to the full 
stature of a man in thine image and likeness. [Let us not 
regard our own things, our own ends, and our own gratifi- 
cations only ; but let us, at least, equally regard the things 
of others. Teach us how to be subject one to another ; 
and to clothe ourselves with humility. Let us love one 
another, not in word only, but in deed and in truth ; for 
hereby we know that we are of the truth, and that we 
have passed from death unto life, ani insij ^'svsk. ^x^s. 
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hearts before thee. Knowing that we have no power to 
create in ourselves that which is good^ and being assured 
that charity is a divine gift of thine, — ^a gift bestowed only 
upon those who shun evils as sins against thee, may we 
seek it of thee, in this thy appointed way. Cast down 
the molten images of self-derived virtues and external 
semblances of goodness ; and suffer us not to cherish or 
depend upon a self-excited love, Continually remind us 
that, as thou art altogether Love, so thou hast called us to 
become love, not partially, but altogether love, love in 
will, love in thought, and love in action, and thus love in 
our whole nature. Help us by thy Spirit to purify our 
souls, in obeying the truth, imto unfeigned love. Con- 
fiding in the gracious promise annexed to thy covenant, 
that if we keep thy commandments we shall abide in thy 
love, and abandoning all inquiry as to what good thing 
we must do in order to eternal life, we would simply and 
steadfastly observe the conditions of thy covenant by 
shunning all evils as sins, leaving to thee to put into our 
hearts, and to cause to grow in us daily, the love of what 
is good for its own sake, and the love of what is true for 
the sake of what is good. Thus would we entertain the 
good hope, that thou wilt bestow upon us in due time, 
and preserve unto us for ever, that most excellent gift of 
charity, which is the blessed and only sure evidence of 
the new-birth, and of the restoration of thy likeness in our 
souls. Grant these our earnest prayers, O blessed Saviour, 
for thy own name and mercy sake.] Amen. 



XII. 
Every day will we bless thee, and praise thy name, 
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Lord, for ever and ever. Thou art great and greatly to 
praised, and thy greatness is unsearchable. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, proclaiming thy goodness and loving- 
kindness ; and night unto night sheweth knowledge, bear- 
ing testimony to thy presiding wisdom and providential 
care. Thou causest thy sun of love to shine upon the evil 
and upon the good ; and the rain of thy spirit of truth to 
descend upon the just and upon the unjust. Thy hand is 
never weary in bestowing benefits ; nor is it shortened that it 
cannot save; neither is thine ear heavy that it cannot hear. 
O gracious Father, help us to bear in mind, that in all thy 
dealings with us, in all thy loving -kindness, tender mercy, 
forbearance, and long-suffering, thou hast set us an ex- 
ample, that we should deal with others, as thou hast dealt 
with us. [And thus it is with all the blessed inhabitants 
of thy heavenly kingdom, whose holy activities of love are 
ever in perfect accordance with the glorious manifestations 
around them, of thy unbounded goodness. As thou, O 
Lord, in thine infinite love, lovest others out of thyself, or 
entirely and exclusively for their sakes, and desirest to be 
one with them, and to make them happy from thyself; and 
as thy blessed angels, inspired by love divine, are in the 
constant effort to do likewise ; so prepare us, we entreat 
thee, and enable us, to do the same. Give unto us a dis- 
interested love ; a willingness to do good for the sake of 
good, and not merely for the sake of reward. Cause us 
to love one another, even as thou, O Lord, hast loved us. 
And when we have done all that thy truth requires, dis- 
pose us to say, in sincerity and humility of heart, " We are 
unprofitable servants ; (for who can profit thee the Infinite 
God P) and we have done no more than was our duty to 
do."] Set before us continually the example of th^ disr 
interested love, thy never-failing meic^. \fc\i Q\a\w^'V«^ 
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without partiality or respect to persons, that in this also 
it may resemble thine. Let ns not love others merely be- 
cause they love us ; being taught of thee, that even sinners 
do the same. Let us not withhold oar love from those who 
withhold their love from us, but let us remember the un- 
changing constancy of Love Divine. May we do good to 
others, because we have given ourselves to thee, and to 
others, according to thy will. Give unto us to rejoice in 
the kindness of others, but not for the sake of ourselves, 
but chiefly as indicating the presence of those good dis- 
positions in them which are receptive of true blessedness 
from thee. And whenever we receive benefits, suffer us 
not to refer them to our own merit ; and let not the sense 
of natural enjoyment to which those benefits contribute, be 
stronger than our feelings of gratitude. Let not our love 
be chiefly directed to those who minister to our interests, 
or our pleasures, but to those who resemble thee, in heart, 
and life. Dispose us to honour them that fear thee, and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. 
While we behold thy name written upon their hearts, thy 
nature manifested in their conduct, enable us to love thee 
in them, and them for thy sake. May we be willing to 
please all men in all things, so far as consistent with a 
good conscience, not giving needless offence to any ; nor 
seeking our own profit or pleasure of them ; but rather 
seeking their happiness and good, and especially their 
eternal salvation. Teach us also to love our enemies, and 
to do good to them that hate us, especially by desiring 
and endeavouring, according to our opportunities, to make 
them thy friends. Teach us to observe that holy precept 
of thine, " Bless them that curse you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you, and persecute you." So may 
we become thy children, O thou mos\. m^xc^xsi Q^l ^ho 
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art the Creator and Bedeemer of all, and the Savioor of 
all who thankfully accept, and improve thy o£fered grace. 
[We woidd set thee always before us, that the beauty of 
the Lord our Gk)d may be upon us. We would not only 
cherish those desires and affections within our hearts 
which resemble thine, and which assimilate us to the angels 
of light, but we would also imitate thy doings, and theirs. 
As willing servants of righteousness, we would obey thy 
pure doctrine from the heart ; we would adorn thy doc- 
trine, O God our Saviour, in all things ; denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, and living soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the world. Thus would we bring down the 
principles of our internal man into the external; and 
devote unto thee the entire powers of our souls. We 
would yield unto thee, not only our understandings and 
our wills, but also our operative powers, and all our capa- 
bilities of speaking and acting ; and thus would we give, 
and dedicate to thee, our lowest, as well as our highest 
affections. Yea, we would rejoice that we are not our own; 
that we are bought with the price of Eedeeming Love ; 
and that we are bound to glorify thee both in our bodies, 
and in our spirits, which are thine. Thou hast purchased 
us to the end that thy glory may be revealed in us. For 
this cause thy Spirit continually worketh for the redemp- 
tion of our external man from the bondage of corruption, 
that so we may come into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, and find our supreme delight in doing thy 
perfect will. And to this end, we present our bodies also 
imto thee, as a living sacrifice, and as our reasonable 
service ; that they also may be made holy and acceptable 
imto thee ; and that being delivered from the dominion of 
carnal appetites, they may be rendered entiteVj %\sfe^^rq\KS!&. 
to ihy purposes, and become the temple oi \jK5^'5^^'^^\r^i 
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agreeably to the provisioDS of thy Bedeeming Love. For 
thou, O Lord, didst glorify thy Humanity, ev^i to the 
lowest principles and forms of thy Divine Body, in order 
that by the sacred medium of thy human nature thou 
mightest establish thy sanctifying power in thy creatures, 
and thus rule immediately and supreme, even in the lowest 
forms receptive of life from thee. Thus hast thou taken 
to thyself thy great power, whereby thou art able to save 
to the uttermost, and to perfect every principle of man's 
will and thought, from highest to lowest, and to hold all 
things together in one, in just subordination, mutual de- 
pendence, and heavenly order. Help us, therefore, to 
remember, that our spirits can only be thine hereafter, in 
the same proportion as our bodies become thine in this 
life, by being devoted to thy service, and sanctified to thy 
glory. Deign to accept our offering; and sanctify ous 
souls and bodies to thy service. We desire to cast our- 
selves without reserve upon thy unfailing merc^ and 
bounty. Thou knowest fdl our wants, and needest not 
that any man should ask thee : but thou hast commanded 
us to pray, in order to our more free and full reception of 
thy bounty. According to thy all- wise perception of our 
necessities, spiritual and temporal, be pleased to supply 
them. Thou hearest the desire of the humble ; thou wilt 
prepare their heart; thou wilt cause thine ear to hear. 
May we so truly worship thee as to receive thy Spirit of 
grace ; and so faithfidly apply and improve it by living to 
thy glory, as to obtain conjunction of life with thee and 
consociation with the angels; that when removed from this 
transitory scene to the eternal world, we may be privileged 
to hear those gracious words of our omniscient Judge, 
" Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord I" And great indeed viiXl V^^ 1\!a v^y* 
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O merciful Father, to work together with thee in celestial 
uses ; and to be engaged in employments of indescribable 
delight, for ever and ever.] Amen.* 



xm. 



O LoBD, thou art our rock ; thy work is perfect, for all 
thy ways are judgment ; a God of truth, and without 
iniquity; just and right art thou ! Thou hast dealt boun- 
tifully with thy servants, to the end that we may live, and 
keep thy Word. In all thy dealings with us, thou desirest 
to promote our eternal well-being. [May the knowledge 
of this sacred truth lead us continually to work together 
with thee for the accomplishment of thy gracious designs. 
Thou art good, and doest good ; O teach us thy statutes I 
Help us to record thy goodness; fill our hearts with 
thankfulness; and enable us sincerely to bless thy holy 
name. Thou redeemest the souls of thy servants; and 
none that trust in thee shall be desolate ; for thy mercy is 
everlasting, and thy truth unto all generations. How often 
have we experienced the power of thy salvation in times 
of spiritual danger I By the hope of it, we have been saved 
from the allurements of sin ; and by the remembrance of it 
in our past experience, we have been enabled to wait 
for it with patience ; knowing that all things work together 
for good to them that love thee. Thou hast vouchsafed 
unto us a gracious assurance, that our times are in thy 
hand, and that no degree of temptation or affliction can 

* On the Importance of devoting the body to the Lord as well as 
the spirit; the reader is advised to consult the last article in the 
edition of Mr. Arbouin's ** Dissertations on the Regenerate LIC^" \& 
which notes have been added by the author o£ i\x^ pt«&«n\. n^\&^^ 
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separate us from thy love, or place us beyond the reach of 
thy protecting care. Thus have we been enabled to hold 
fast our faith and patience until the hour of our deliver- 
ance ; and thou hast given us to know by experience, that 
thy seeming anger is but for a moment; that in thy favour 
is life ; that although weeping may endure for a night, joy 
cometh in the morning. But notwithstanding all these 
thy gracious manifestations in our behalf, how little pro- 
gress do we make in the heavenly state and life ! Being 
continually under thy nurturing hand, our consciences may 
well demand, why do we not become, as plants of thy 
planting, fruitful to thy glory ? We know that it is be- 
cause of our unbelief and unfaithfulness. We confess, 
O Lord, that by listening to the suggestions of our selfish 
and worldly desires, we do oft, as with a dark cloud, 
hinder the benign influences of thy love and mercy. The 
hard and stony places of our hearts resist and turn aside 
the refreshing showers of thy grace and truth. Too oflen 
do we allow our iniquities to separate between our soids 
and thee, and our sins to hide thy face from us, as though 
thou didst not hear. Too often do we allow untoward 
occurrences to ruffle our temper, and disorder our judg- 
ment, so as to exclude the consolations of thy love, and 
the support and direction of thy truth! Too often do 
we permit worldly satisfactions to take such hold upon us 
as to induce forgetfulness of thee, and hinder the present 
operation of thy sanctifying spirit. Thus have we per- 
mitted things created to usurp the place of the Creator ! 
and to cut off our noblest satisfactions, by separating us 
from thee, the only fountain of good I Have mercy upon 
us, O Lord, according to thy loving kindness ; according 
to the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out our trans- 
gresmm. Wash us thoroughly fcom omt m(\uity« and 
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deuise us firom our sin ; for we acknowledge our trans- 
gressions, and our sins are ever before us.] When we 
contemplate thy perfections, and remember thy gracious 
doings ; and especially when we call to mind thy holy ex« 
ample, as a man upon earth, and behold the Lord of life 
and glory come down and dwell amongst men, — not to be 
ministered iwto but to minister ; and when we lift up our 
eyes to thy heavens above, and behold thy angels, who 
excel in strength, doing thy commandments, hearkening 
unto the voice of thy Word, — a countless host of happy 
ministers who delight to do thy pleasure; we perceive that 
thy true servants are, and must be, images and likenesses 
of thee; delighting to do thy will, and to accomplish the 
purposes of thy love. We see thy angels also tenderly 
ministering to mankind, in order to their becoming, to- 
gether with themselves, heirs of the blessings of salvation ; 
rejoicing over the repentant siiuier; encamping round 
about them that fear thee, and delivering them, and chasing 
away their subtle and cruel foes. We see them enduring 
with unremitting kindness and patient perseverance, the 
perverseness of those who harden themselves ; and regard- 
ing with a feeling of compassion that cannot be extin- 
guished, the miseries inseparable from sin. [However 
loathsome his character, no one is abandoned by his angelic 
Mends, who secretly operate to withhold from deeper 
guilt, even those who have given themselves up to work 
iniquity with greediness. And how inexpressibly delightful 
to the blessed are these angelic ministrations, — ^impelled 
as they are by thy Love, and encouraged by a participation 
in thy joy ! Nothing can diminish a zeal thus supported ; 
nothing can doud the ineffable peace and delight which 
thus spring eternally from thee ! In the contemplation of 
the holy and beneficent purposes, tt\e 4t\\^\a ^cvi^ ^xss^^-^- 
ments of angels, we are humliled wvd ^Ji^'Si^^ Va. ^'^t ^-^^ 
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sight ; for whfle we behold their love and condescension, 
their unwearied and impartial kindness, we are constrained 
to remember, that although we are candidates to become 
members of their pure and happy company, we do, as yet, 
but little resemble them in our pursuits, and partake but 
little of their spirit ; notwithstanding that thou hast com- 
manded us to desire and pray, that we may do thy will on 
earth, as it is done in hearen.] O what blessedness and 
peace must be theirs who are eternally employed in doing 
thy will in that happy region I Thou desirest to give <rf 
thine infinite fulness to all thy creatures, that they may 
be filled therewith, and become blessed and happy in thee. 
Thou settest no limits to thy gifts. Only the state and 
capacity of thy creatures' reception can set a bound to thy 
all-gracious communications. And so likewise do thy 
holy angels delight to do good and to communicate, for 
they know by happy experience, that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. None can abide in heaven with 
thee, but those who are like thee ; and all are happy there, 
because they are satisfied with thy likeness. No one that 
dwelleth in the ardent sphere of thy love and goodness can 
desire to exercise power, to be ministered unto, or to 
receive good, except for the sake of others; but all are 
constrained, by thy immediate presence, to desire to mi- 
nister, to do good, and to communicate blessings. So be 
it with all thy followers on earth, so far as the circum- 
stances of a disordered world will allow, and so be it, 
O Lord, with us, for thy name and mercy's sake ! Amen. 



XIV. 

O Lord, be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause 
thy face to shine upon us. T^\e ewOa. \a V\v\iv^^ ^^w^ VXs^ 
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fulness thereof; the world, jind they that dwell therein. 
Who shall ascend into thy holy hill ? Who shall stand 
in thy holy place ? He that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart; who hath not lift up his soul unto vanity, nor dealt 
deceitfully with thy covenant : he shall receive the promised 
blessing, and righteousness from the Grod of his salvation, 
plow precious is thy loving kindness, O Lord ! therefore 
may the children of men put their trust under the shadow 
of thy wings. How precious, also, are thy thoughts con- 
cerning us ! How great is the sum of the merciful designs 
of thy wisdom ! They are more in number than the sand ! 
Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord P Who can 
shew forth all his praise? Thou satisfiest the longing 
soul, and fiUest the hungry soid with goodness. Thou 
wilt shew us the path of life. Li thy presence is fulness 
of joy, and at thy right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more. Therefore unto thee do we lift up our eyes, O thou 
that dwellest in the heavens ; and as the eyes of servants 
look unto the hands of their masters, so do our eyes wait 
upon thee, the Lord our God, until thou have mercy upon 
us. Our hearts would not be haughty, nor our eyes 
lofty; we would not exercise ourselves in matters too 
great, — ^in things too high for us. We would behave our- 
selves meekly before thee, and quiet ourselves as a weaned 
child ; we woidd dismiss our anxieties, and rest only upon 
thee, with an entire confidence in thy fatherly goodness. 
Tea, as a helpless child in the hands of its parent, so 
would we hope in thee, O Lord, for ever and ever. By 
how many gracious assurances, and precious promises, hast 
thou called upon thy creatures to put their trust in thee, 
who never failest them that seek thee 1 

Thou hast promised, that he that comel\!L\]ai\j^\kv^^ ^n^ 
never hunger; and that he that believe^^i Va. ^^ ^^ 
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never thirst. Thou feedest with the bread of life, ^r^ 
with thy flesh, and givest to drink of thy blood. O give unt 
us so to eat and drink, so to appropriate the divine god 
and truth of thy Divine Body, that we may receive toi 
thee, with continual increase, spiritual and everlasfin 
life. Help us to bear in mind thy gracious admonitid 
to labour, not for the meat which perisheth, but for t1i2 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the So( 
of Man shall give unto us, for him hath God the Fathc 
sealed. With thankful joy we acknowledge, that becau^ 
the Son hath been sealed by the Father, because th 
Humanity hath become, by its full glorification, th 
stamped impression, the infinite likeness of thine Infinit 
Divine Essence, in thee dwelleth all the fulness of th 
Godhead bodily. We rejoice that thy Humanity, by beinj 
made fully divine, hath become the Mediator of the Nei 
Covenant, being made unto us of thy Eternal Deity 
wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and redemption 
We rejoice that, as the blessed consequence of thy media 
torial operations, we receive from thy Divine Humanit; 
the meat that endureth unto everlasting life ; and in orde 
to our profitable reception of it, thou dost gracious!; 
incline us to labour for it, and to prefer it to the inea 
which perisheth, even the transient, unsatisfying delight 
of the natural and carnal mind.] May it, then, be 6u 
supreme desire, O merciful Saviour, so to co-operate witl 
thy divine operation in our behalf, that we may continuafl^ 
receive from thee the spiritual sustenance of wisdom ah( 
righteousness. May charity and faith abide in our heaj^ 
and understandings through obedience and good works^ 
and by these holy principles derived from thee, be thou 
O Lord, present with us, and admit us to a blessed in 
temal conjunction with thyae\{. T\io\]L\\aj&\. Y^^io^aAd t&a 
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tiiey who hunger and thirst after righteousness shall be 
filled ; but how small is our appetite for divine things ! 
how little do we thirst after truth, and hunger after good- 
ness ! Surely it is because of our spiritually diseased 
condition, that we have so little appetite and desire for 
the food of angeb. How often do we loathe the heavenly 
manna, and sigh for the flesh-pots of Egypt t But thou 
wilt have pity upon us, for thou knowest that the spirit is 
willing, although the flesh is weak. Heal us, Lord; 
for thou didst take our infirmities upon thee, and didst 
')ear our sicknesses. Abate our mortal desires; and 
pneken our immortal appetites. Help us to remember 
hy command to watch, that by continually putting away 
ill evil as sin, we may so efiectually open the door by 
^hich thou enterest into our souls, that thou mayest come 
in to us, and sup with us, and we with thee ; that thou 
nayest satisfy the hunger of thy own love, by feeding us 
tith thy own substance ; and that we may eat thereof and 
ive, and rejoice in the Gk>d of our salvation. 

We pray not, O Lord, that thou wouldst take us out of 
the world, but that thou wouldst keep us from the evil of 
it; and by the word of thy lips preserve us from the paths 
of the destroyer. Thou hast sent us into the world to 
proclaim thy glory, by living unto thee. Be pleased to 
endue us with courage and firmness to take up our cross 
and follow thee* Help us to abstain from all sinful con- 
formity to the world, knowing that thy true disciples are 
not of the world, even as thy Humanity was not of the 
world. Daily transform us, by the renewing of our mind, 
from the image of the world, to the image of heaven ; and 
grant that in giving up our own wills at thy command- 
-nent, we may joyfully prove what is that good, and ac- 
>eptable and perfect will of thine, by wYiv^ \Xi^ ^SoS^^skcl 
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are governed in rigliteousnessi and blessed with 
abundance of peace. 

. |l)eal bountifully, also, we beseecb thee, with all 
brethren and fdlow-members of thy church. May fi 
their spiritual meat to do thy blessed will, and to & 
thy work. May they be fiill of goodness, filled with 
knowledge, able also to admonish one another. May 1 
be examples to their fellow-Christians, in word, in d 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. May Such sis 
poor be enabled to unite with godliness, contentment m 
the care of thy good providence ; and may those whd 
rich not be high-minded, nor trust in uncertain ruJ 
but in thee, the living God, who givest us richly all thi 
to enjoy. O may they study to do good, and be rid 
good works, thus laying up in store for themselves a g 
fpundation against the time to come, and by active chs 
securing to themselves the true life of heaven, even w 
they are upon earth. May love pervade and rule e^ 
sodety of the tjlew Jerusalem ; and thus may it be pirc 
that the members thereof are thy. disciples indeed. £ 
thy people, and bless thine inheritance ; feed them -f 
and lift them up for ever. Continue thy loving kind 
to them that know thee; and thy righteousness to- 
upright in heart. . Let all those who se»ek thee, rejoioe* 
be glad in thee; and let such as love thy salvation say* < 
tinually, let God be magnified. And may we all m6e 
thy heavenly kingdom hereafter, and unitedly renew 
song of gratitude, and say. Blessed be the Lord Gck 
Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.] Amen. 
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; XV. 

^ O Lord, thou art the only Source, and bountiful Giver 
^ all good. We desire to approach unto thee with 
hiMuble confidence and thankfulness. Under a deep sense 
of oar continual dependance upon thee, we would ask of 
^hiM to give unto us our daily bread, and to bestow upon 
lis^that which is needful for the supply of our real wants. 
We ask not an abundance of this world's goods for their 
QWni sake, neither would we desire them : we desire to 
Ki^gard the {Measures and satisfactions arising from outward 
tbinga^ only as instrumental and subordinate to those 
bigher delights which flow from a purified heart, and a 
iqgenerate and heavenly state of the affections. [We 
would seek thy kingdom, and thy righteousness, in the/r«^ 
place, and leave unto thee to add such things beside as tby 
aU-mercifol and all*wise Providence seeth fit. We know 
^bai thy Providence extends to all our affairs, and that 
^en.the hairs of our head are all numbered. We would, 
therefore^ cast aside all anxious thought for the morrow ; 
and improving thy gracious admonition, would abstain 
fyom adding, by anxious anticipation, the ills of the 
future to the sufficient evil of the present. We would 
pursue the plain path of duty as the path of peace, leaving 
all the results of our activities to thee, reserving only a 
Constantly pervading solicitude to secure the one thing 
nepdful, tiiat whether we live, or whether we die, we may 
llfve.or die unto thee. As thou hast given unto us to 
rejoice in hope, so make us also. patient in tribulation. 
Give unto us to continue instant in prayer, by cherishing 
an humble sense of our weakness, and a devout conviction 
of our entire dependance upon thee. Under all the 
<^nging circumstances of life, enable \ia \a x^\xisa^x^ 

4t* 



52 3PBAYEB8. 

that ^Hhe Lord reigneth;''— -that thy providential governh 
ment is that of unchangeable love and unchangeable wis- 
dom ; and that thou hast promised, in thy love and pitf ^ 
to sustain all that cast their burden upon thee. Undfr 
the pressure of any present sorrow, let us call to biv^ 
our former deliverances. Let us confess under every txi^ 
that it is only through thy grace that we faint not ; let^u 
be assured that although the desires and hopes of our 
outward man perish, yet daily shall our inwiurd man $e 
renewed by strength from on high, and invigorated wj^ 
spiritual life, light, consolation, and joy. Let us take j^ 
our song of holy confidence, and say, ^* Our help ooa3;ie|h 
from the Lord which made heaven and earth ; he wilLnot 
suffer our feet to he moved : he that keepeth Israel shsU 
neither slumber nor sleep t the Lord is our keq)» : -^ 
Lord is our shade upon our right hand ? the sun shall 4ii0t 
smite us by day, nor the moon by night : the Lord s^miD 
preserve us from evil; he shall preserve our going c^t, 
and our coming in, from this time forth, and even Jfbr 
evermore."] v 

We would remember that thou art the Almighty Baler 
of all things; and that in all thy providential disp^ 
dations, thou hast eternal ends in view. When our worldly 
affairs prosper, be pleased to preserve us in humify; 
and guard us from the snare of worldly confidence, whieb 
the enemy would spread for our feet. Let nothing idlpie 
O]jof hearts from thee, and the imperishable riches q[-^j 
kingdom. Moderate all our desires, even those whicb in 
themselves are innocent. Teach us how to use this world 
IK) as not to abuse it ; and so that, through thy love oon* 
straining us, and the affections of good tempering -our 
bodily appetites, our enjoyments may be seasoned* .with 
moderation and thankfulness ; and by thy power be^Jcqpt 
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'ill due enbordination to a primary and conscientious 

-f^ard to what is useful and becoming. Enable us to 

•taaintain a sober, self-renouncing mind, under tlie pre- 

•Minent influence of our best affections. Sare us from 

-fid^eness of judgment, inconstancy of purpose, uneven- 

•^en of temper, and a cold and careless state of feeling. 

Suable us to maintain a propriety of behariour, and to 

'^nresenre a consistency of character. May we be found 

ifenrent in spirit, steadfast, immovable, abounding in thy 

-work, and wholly devoted to thy service. Temper the 

^ibnronrs of our natural feelings, and cause them to observe 

iheir proper bounds, lest they should disregard the dic- 

-tstes of our spiritual dispositions, or disobey the rational 

tbnvictions of our best judgment. Let us not be unduly 

affected by disappointments, nor overmuch disturbed or 

cast down by the failure of our endeavours, especially in 

rdation to matters of smidl moment. When we think we 

Ktand, let us take heed lest we fall. Let us not be high- 

- minded, but fear. Let us walk circumspectly, because the 
days are evil, and iniquity abounds. Guard us from in* 

-fiated and overheated imaginations. Save us from wander- 
' in^ thoughts, and distressing and causeless anxieties. Let 
'no inordinate affections of the will disturb our inclination 
'lor lAility to judge rightly. Suffer not our judgment, 
^ ^through the bias of some natural propensity or favourite 
--bfajeet, either to increase or diminish the force of those 
V bonsiderations by which it ought to be guided. Enable us 

- so to judge on idl occasions, as to do no violence to truth; 
'- ''always regarding in the first place those things which are 

- first in importance, and especially consulting thy revealed 
" will, to the glory of thy holy name. [Should sections over- 
' 'take us, then let mercy compass us about. When suffering 
't under sickness, privation, or sorrow^ ^e 'n^>aiL^\£t3s£«.'^ 
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oYemiling hand, and remember that the Lord is a strong 
hold in the day of trouble ; and under thy guidance, we 
would strive to realize that spiritual improvement and 
benefit, which thou art ever waiting to communicate. W^ 
would look to thy gracious end and design, and take 601&- 
fort in the prospect of its successful and happy accomplidi* 
ment ; and while called to feed upon the bread of tears, 
we would make this our hope and consolation, that thou' 
knowest our souk in adversity, and that our times are rik 
thy hand. We would remember that thou in faithfuluMS^ 
hast afflicted us, to the end that we may learn thy statutes; 
and that thou leadest us through fire and through watca^, 
only to bring us out into a wealthy place : Whither may we I 
all arrive through thy mercy, and glorify thee, our Divini^ ) 
Leader and Protector, for ever and ever.] Amen. 



XVL 



Merciful Father, again would we lift up our hearts 
unto thee in humble gratitude, and fervent love ! [How 
many blessings hast thou bestowed upon us ! Thy wisdom' 
alone can recount the riches of thy love, and number the' 
mercies which, day by day, thou pourest down upon us.' 
Many and great are the dangers from which we are eveiy 
moment protected, or delivered. Our enemies are many;'^ 
they are lively, and they are strong ; and they hate us 
with a cruel hatred ; they encourage themselves in evil» ' 
they commune of laying snares privily, they say. Who shall 
see them P But thou, O Lord, preservest our life from 
fear of the enemy; thou.hidest us from the secret counsel 
of the wicked, from the insurrection of the workers of 
iniguity. Thou hast delivered our souls from death, ouJr 
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'qrea from tean, and our feet from Ming. that we may 
walk before thee, in the light of the li?ing 1 Order our 
ateps in thy Word, and let not any iniquity have dominion 
over us. Teach us to refrain our feet from every evil way, 
that, we may keep thy word. Teach us so to number our 
dajr4» that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

Enable us to discover whenever the evils of our self- 
h^lod interpose to hide the light of thy countenance, that 
W9 may hasten to renew our repentance, so that thou 
n^yest graciously renew thy forgiveness, by restoring that 
ocnnmunion with thee by thy Spirit, which our unfaithful- 
ness had interrupted.] Thou art a God of knowledge, 
and by thee actions are weighed ; for thou searchest the 
heart and triest the reins, to give unto every one according 
to his works. Who can understand his errors? Who 
can tell how oft he offendeth P Cleanse us, O Lord, from 
secret faults ! Examine us, O Lord, and prove us ; search 
us, and know our hearts ; try us, and know our thoughts ; 
and see if there be any wicked way in us ; and lead us in 
th^ way everlasting. Incline us to a frequent, yea, a con- 
tinual self-examination; a continual reference of all we 
desire, intend, think, say, or do, to the standard of thy 
holy law of genuine, immutable truth ; that so we may 
become acquainted, not only with the tendency of the 
actions of our lives, but with the quality of our motives, 
and the intentions of our wills. Shew us our most be- 
setting sins; the evil tempers to which we are most 
exposed ; the weaknesses into which we are most easily 
betrayed. Shew us the vain refuges to which we recur 
but too frequently, in excuse of a favourite propensity, or 
in defence of an habitual indulgence. [Expose to our 
perception, and convict us of the folly of all those fancied 
reasons, by which the sensual mind conflrnis lU^l^ \sl ^"^ 
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submiflsiott to the demands of outward eigoyment, orob 
its oonfonnity to the pernicious requirements of wgrid|f 
pride. We desire to see, as we are seen; and toknow^-iB 
we are known. The light of thy truth lays all tUngi 
naked and bare. Thy Word is quick and powerfol, idi» 
ceming the thoughts and intents of the heart. Thi^ thw 
seest, so far as our states can bear, we pray thee to dkow 
unto us. And in imploring this needftil, and yet moft 
humiliating manifestation, we eameatly desire to be feuii 
faithful, in putting away from us all that thy truth .mm- 
demns, all that is eyil, all that is false, all that is unseemly, 
yea, all that bears even the appearance of eviL And wim 
we are humbled in our own sight by the sins thus broiiglit 
home to us, and perceire that in any wise we have offended 
against our brother, either in word or deed, r^nind «s 
of our obligation to seek forgiveness of him, in order^tp 
our conjunction with thee being fiilly restored. 6iie 
onto us ingenuously to confess our faults one to anothaflv. 
Keep our minds open to conviction. Let not our cob* 
sciences be seaied by the endeavour to conceal from oi^ 
selves the real extent of our offences, still less by excusing 
them, or by refusing to make a just reparation. €hp|li^ 
unto us to see clearly, that our dearest interests reqpte 
that we should discover, and hence that we should <^pea 
wide the eyes of our understanding to discern, the fii^ 
enormity of every evil by which we are tempted, or into 
which we are betrayed, through infirmity, or lack- of caiF- 
tion. Give unto us to know that our humiliation and 
confession before thee will avail nothing, while we prpndly 
refuse the due expression of the same to our injured 
brother, or unjustly withhold that reparation wtadk we 
believe, in our conscience, he is entitled to receive. M 
we increase in self-knowledge, give unto us, in a conesr 
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IKmdingiy increased degree, a deep, a settled, a uniform 
libhonence of our eyil prc^iensities; and of all those inward 
4kid outward usurpations of the love of self and of the 
^forids which, by a faithful and enlightened self-examina- 
lioQ^ we are enabled to detect So may we exclaim with 
ittmest sincerity, in refierenca to all within us at enmity 
miA thee, " Do not I hate them, Lord, that hate thee? 
^mid am not I grieved with those that rise up against 
4hM P I hate them with perfect hatred, I count them mine 
jOHmieB.''] When we reflect upon the past, and perceive 
1g^ how many trespasses we are become debtors to thee, 
^gHne ut to feel sincere contrition and humiliation ; a godly 
=SQCTOW' that worketh repentance ; that by actual repent- 
%no6^— by ceasing to do evil because it is sinful, we may 
obtain an inward remission of our sins ; so that, as we 
lemoVB evil from our thoughts and our conduct, thou 
miPfest ranove it from our hearts ; giving us new affeo- 
fioBs, new desires, intentions, and ends of life. Then shall 
we know the blessedness of those whose transgression is 
fbrgiven, and whose evil heart of unbelief is removed, with 
iD ita direful consequences. Then shall we experience 
the Uessedness of those whose sin is covered ; for then 
^all be implanted in the interiors of our minds, that 
interposing good and righteousness which is derived from 
thee; being commimicated by thy Spirit and operation, 
ai^d leoeived by faith, and appropriated by obedience. 
Then shall we take up our song of tlianksgiving, and say, 
^^ Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth not 
iniquity, and in whose q[>irit there is no guile. I acknow* 
ledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid; 
I said I will confess my transgression unto the Lord ; and 
ihoa forgavest the iniquity of my sin." Hear and accept 
our- prayer, Lord, for thy own name and mfiXfisj*% «^« 
Asjea, 
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' * 

xvn. 

O Lord God ! who bast placed man upon earili fa 
in order to his preparation for eternal happiness in heavciKs 
and who, as the righteous Judge of all, wilt search tte 
heart, and try the reins, to give to every man according tb 
his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings ; w^ 
-desire to bear in mind the shortness and uncertainty e{ 
life, and the certainty of death and judgment ; and iHiSe 
we mark the swift passage of time, we would call our waja 
to remembrance! How often have we transgressed t^ 
commandments, and rebelled against thy righteous lawsi 
imgratefully rejected thy beneficent controul, resisted ^ 
saving influences of thy Spirit, and disregarded the dictoftel^ 
of conscience, and the voice of truth. We have allowed 
ourselves to be troubled and careful about many things 
while we have forgotten or disregarded the one thing 
needful. In our perverseness and blindness, we km 
preferred earth to heaven, darkness to light, and evil ttb 
good, the world to our neighbour, and ourselves to thee; 
Endued with talents to be applied to thy glory by exieaid>* 
ing thy righteous dominion, and thus promoting the hap* 
piness of thy creatures, we have neglected to cultivate 
them; or have misapplied them to unworthy and selfish - 
purposes. Entrusted with powers, mental and bodi^» 
spiritual and natural, as stewards for the advancement, 
of thy honour, and the furtherance of the interests of thy! 
kingdom, we have appropriated them to ourselves, topio^ 
cure pleasure, honour, power, or praise. In assumii^. 
merit to ourselves, we have robl)ed thee of the gl(»ry duo 
to thy name alone. [In consulting our own gratifioatioB: 
in preference to thy revealed will, we have dared to e&< 
alt oursc|lves above the King of kings,. and Lord of lord8«% 
Yea, we have ofifended w'th our Ixesxls^ o\a V^tA%« ^ssA \s^ 
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tongues; for tliese being given unto us to loye» to do 
good, and to bless, we have abused them to love ourselves, 
to do evil, and to wound and injure our brethren. How 
shall we pay the vast debt we owe ! Our only hope is in 
%j mercy,— freely to forgive us all ! It is of thy mercy 
ffetat we are not consumed, and because thy compassions 
kH not. O may the riches of thy goodness, forbearance, 
iud long-suffering, have their proper effect upon us, by 
leading us to continual repentance. The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart, O 
Qod, thou wilt not despise. We would declare our in* 
iquityj and be sorry for our sin. Our hearts are deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked ; and the imagi- 
.BttiSoiis thereof are evil, and that continually. Our in* 
i^ties are gone over our heads ; as a heavy burden, they 
ai^ too heavy for us.] If thou, O Lord, shouldest mark 
iiiqaities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is for- 
gifeness with thee, that thou mayest be feared ; with thee, 
akoi^ is plenteous redemption, for thou shalt redeem Israel 
from all his iniquities. Eemember, O Lord, thy tender 
mercies, and thy loving-kindnesses, for they have been ever 
of: old* Eemember not the sins of our youth, nor our 
tvt&flgressions ; according to thy mercy remember us, for 
thy goodness sake, O Lord. For thy name's sake, pardon 
our iniquity ; for it is great. Turn thou unto us, for we 
are desolate and afflicted ; look upon our affliction, and 
fcntgive all our sins. Bestore unto us the joy of thy sal- 
vation, and let a willing spirit support us. But while 
ife supplicate forgiveness of thee, be pleased to Impress 
tqpon us the ademn truth, that sins can only be effectually 
foigiven so far as they are forsaken. Let us be assured 
IftAt thy forgiveness will avail us nothing, except so far as 
we pat away from our hearts aU the evW^ ol \acai<t\^s&^- 
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neas, and exercise that mercy to others wUck we desbrlo 
receive at thy hands. Instructed by^y Word, maylve 
eyer remember, that although at our desire thou forgitfWt 
our sin, an unforgiving spirit on our part will asstf rsdfy 
bring back upon us the full penalty of our offences)* 
Daily, then, merdful Saviour, imbue us with that ^itft 
of love and mercy, which pervades and blessea tby 
heavenly kingdom, in which we humbly trust we shalt find 
an eternal abode, through thine infinite mercy. 'i 

[And while we are contemplating that foigiveMis 
which thou art ever ready to grant to all that seek IbV'ft 
aright, we supplicate thee to dispel from the mindr tf 
Christians their fiedse and mistaken views of the natuieef 
forgiveness of sins ; of the manner of its eommnnicatioB; 
the conditions on which it is obtained ; and the rettlls 
which follow its reception. Convince thy professed fbl- 
lowers, Lord, that thou art good, and ready to forgive^ 
and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon tiies; 
foigiving all who with himible and contrite heurta desiie 
it, by opening a friendly communication with their lotds 
by thy Spirit, and giving unto them, through £dth in flqr 
Name, power to become sons of Gk>d ; thus bringing theta 
into a state of rational liberty, wiUi a full capadfy -if 
making their calling and election sure. Enable themilo 
see that thy forgiveness of sins, in no wise dispensesr wMh 
thy great work of saving thy people from their sins, byilie 
gradual process of regener^on. Let them no longer 
confound forgiveness with ' salvation. Convince tkem, 
righteous Father, that although, as a consequence ^ 
their forgiveness, thou workest in them both to will and 
to do according to thy own good pleasure, they must atao 
oo-operate with thee, and work out their own salvatitm 

* See Matt. xyiiL 83. >.<•■ 



.iWifth oaniest Bolidtude, and a well-groimded apprehension 

: «f tbeir own infinnity; that so the mercy they have re* 

^mved may be spiritually appropriated by them in the 

intflrion of their sotds, by corresponding acts towards their 

^fUlow-careatures. that Christians imiversally may rightly 

rQlidentand, that thou blottest out the transgressions €S 

the repentant sinner for thy own sake; by remoring the 

IQCord thereof from his interior memory, which is the book 

of his life, and the power thereof from his heart; at the 

same.time giving him a gracious assurance of thy work of 

r mercy, in the answer of a good conscience, testifying that 

he hateth and shunneth that which is evil for thy sake« 

and jndq>endently of all influences arising from the hope 

. and ftar of man, and from worldly and merely human con- 

oderations. Enable them also to see, that no man can 

entertain a well-gronnded hope of heaven, unless he hath 

an assurance, that he loveth and followeth after heavenly 

things with his governing affection, and thus with his 

whde heart. O may Christians learn to found their hope 

of mercy and forgiveness from thee, upon their extension 

of mercj and forgiveness to others ; their hope of thy love 

ta thenuelves, upon their loving others for thy sake; and 

their hope of receiving good from thee, upon their doing 

■oto others as they would have others do unto them. 

llsty: they be enabled to detect, and to banish all doctrines 

eonoenmig the forgiveness of sins that are dishonourable 

to thee, because repugnant to thine infinite love and 

merey, and inconsistent with that divine justice, which is 

.bill another name for thine infinite righteousness and 

goodness ! May they so think of thee, that their thoughts 

nuQT'be in unison with the wisdom of angels; that earth 

and heaven maj unite in the praise and adoration of thy 

great nam^ for ever and ever.] Amen. 
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XVIII. J 

• Unto thee, O Lord, do we give tlianlcs, unto thee dtf 
we give thanks, for that thy name is near, thy wondrems! 
works declare. Thou art nigh unto them that are df a 
broken heart, and savest such as be of a contrite spii^ 
Tliine eye is upon them that fear thee, upon them WtHl 
hope in thy mercy, to deliver their soul from death, an^ 
to keep them alive in famine. Thou hast been mindfiil d^ 
us, and thou wilt bless us. Thou wilt give strength W 
thy people, thou wilt bless thy people with peace. Wm^ 
arrows shall be to the wicked; but he that trusMli 1^ 
thee, mercy shall compass him about. Blessed are th^* 
that keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness ^^ 
aU times. Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, thai 
delighteth greatly in his commandments. Thou, LcKrd;' 
wilt bless the righteous ; with favour wilt thou compass^ 
him as with a shield. In thy Name shall thy people t^ 
joice all the day, and in thy righteousness shall thef fi6- 
exalted. Such are the gracious promises, niost men^tf 
Father, by which thou hast encouraged us to waUcin ^f\ 
ways. Help us, in all sincerity, to renew our covenao^ 
with thee. Now do we dedicate ourselves to thy service'^ 
and devote all the powers of our souls and bodies to d^^ 
Hkj will. We would regard thee as our gracious Mast^ 
not doing our own works, nor seeking our own pleasifieV 
but doing all things in thee, and to thy glory. [Tea,'f(Xf9 
thy sake, we would regard ourselves as the servants of ^il!^ 
not looking so much to our own supposed claims uptOi^ 
them for benefits, services, gratitude, or praise, as hein^ 
mindful of theirs upon us; that we may render unto idP 
their due, and be uniformly generous and disinteraBt^< 
liiajr we be willing to account others bett^ and wiser tkalr 
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OQTselveSy tbat We may be ready, with candonr and thank- 
fulness, to profit by their good example, greater expe- 
Ig^oe, or more extendye information. Looking unto 
ibfind^ pur Master in heaven, we would perform all our 
^a^ faithfully in relation to our families, our friends, 
qiD iellow*citizens, and all mankind. As connected with 
t^ese several relations, we desire to consider, in the first 
j^aee, our oUigation to advance the interests of thy church 
sfBd kingdom, and especially by a watchful circumspection, 
iMt ■ by any means we should individually become causes 
(tf -offence, or the occasion of introducing or perpetuating 
dissension, disunicm, or disorder. May we, and all the 
m^^bers of thy true church, be uniformly just, kind, and 
affectionate to eadi other; scrupulously respecting each 
qti^^'s rights and feelings; exercising gentleness and 
iqrb^Karance ; in honour preferring one another ; and sub- 
mitting ourselves one to another, in thy faith and fear. 
Yfj^ would regard, with brotherly sympathy, each other's 
temporal comfort and happiness, cherishing at the same 
tinid:. a still deeper solicitude for each other's spiritual im- 
]9W^ent and eternal well-being. Help us, O Lord, to 
ftif up one another to the pure love and ardent pursuit of 
thy truJA, and especially to the love and practice of good- 
ies.- Teach us to watch over one another with a prudent 
tcj^demess and a godly jealousy, lest our minds should 
be.eorrupted from the simplicity that is in thee. Incline 
1^ in love to serve one another. So far as it is our duty 
tj»; command, teach us to unite firmness with prudence, 
^d to temper authority with gentleness and kindness ; 
jopd so £ar as it is our. duty to obey, enable us to yield 
<9^)edience with fidelity, docility, cheerfulness, and single- 
-4^.c^:)ieai^; jaoi with ey^service as men-pleasers, but 
^1^^ iwyapta, with goo<}-will doing seme& idi& \^\.^ ^^^ 
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and not as unto man; knowing that whatsoever good 
thing a man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, 
So &r as we possess greater strength or ability, dispose m 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please our^ 
selves, bat rather to please onr neighbour for his good, 
to edification, according to thy own blessed examjdft' 
Suffer us not to mind high things, but let us condesooid 
to men of low estate. May we be like-minded with thee» 
who art the Gk)d of patience and consolation, and who ait 
ever nigh unto all that call upon thee in truUi. May we 
gbrify thee by receiving one another as thou hast received 
us. Let us not judge one another, but rather ezeroiBe 
judgment and condemnation upon ourselves, lest in ai^ 
wise we shoidd become occasions of offence, and place a 
stumbling-block in our brother's way. Let us seek and 
follow after those things that make for peace and brotheily 
union, and those things wherewith one may edify another, 
and by which social engagements may be rendered con- 
ducive to spiritual uses. In all our intercourse and deal* 
ings with others, may we constantly maintain the truest 
sincerity and the most undeviating integrity.] We would 
never sacrifice the least of our immortal interests to gain 
the greatest temporal advantage, or to bring aboitfe the 
accomplishment of a desired, but unworthy object. What 
wiU it profit a man to gain the whole world, and lose hit 
own soul ! That which is true in the whole, mi^ we ever 
remember, is equally true in the minutest of its pertSb 
Deliver us from the smallest of sins, the least and most 
indirect deviations from rectitude. Enable us fireely^ and 
without reserve^ to submit our love of ease and pleasure t6 
t)ur sense of duty; and to devote our hearts and minds^ 
our hands and our tongues, to the benefit of our feOoww 
dsneotmee. Teach us thy way, O Lord, that we mfty wA 
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iniiixf troth. Let Tu^teondness go before thee, and set 
OS ia.the way of thy steps. Let thy loving kindness and 
tkf truth continually preserve us. Lead ns, O Lord, in 
thyjrighteoosness, because of our enemies ; make thy way 
st^dght before our face. May our feet be swift in the 
path of thy commandments. May we continually wash 
oitar hands in innocency, that no iniquity may be found 
therein. May we keep our tongues from evil, and our lips 
fiten speaking guile* May our mouths speak wisdom, and 
our tongues tidk of judgment. May we stand in awe, 
and sin not; holding frequent communion with our hearts, 
in; JB silent and serious application to the doctrines of 
dijriiie truth. Grant these our imperfect prayers, we be- 
soedi thee, for thy name and mercy's gjoke, O Lord. Amen. 
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XIX. 

•Dy Ldsd our Father, be pleased mercifully to behold 
tb]^.4duldren, while they each declare thy praise, and say, 
BboHttiie Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless 
hjsholy Name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not aU his benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
wha healeth all thy diseases ; who redeemeth thy life from 
dssfroction ; who crowneth thee with loving kindness and 
tender. mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good, so 
OmkAj youth is renewed like the eagle's! While we 
thus approach unto thee, O Lord, with thanksgiving, 
eialde us to testify the sincerity of our gratitude, by de- 
dioatJng ourselves to thy service. In supplicating thy 
b)siaing, we would remember oiir obligation to do good, 
as mQ as to seek good at thy hand. We would remember 
thftfe ia thy church m heaven, all lecdNQ ^^ckA m ^tl^^ 
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proportion to their desire to oommiDiicate good; an 
tliat a like desire ought to be eherislied by the member 
of thy church on earth, by doing good to others, in retur 
for the unspeakably greater blessings received from thee 
We woidd not live to ourselves ; we would not sow to th 
flesh ; or seek our fruits in the works of the will of tii 
flesh, or of the will of man ; we desire that our fruit ma 
be imto holiness, and, in the end, everlasting life. W 
would remember, that what a man soweth, Uiat shall h 
also reap ; and that he that soweth to the flesh, shall of th 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the spiril 
shall of the spirit reap life everlasting. May we dail 
prove that we are disciples and followers of thine, O Lor 
Jesus Christ, by taking up our cross, and crucifying tb 
flesh, with its afiPections and desires. May we, throug 
the spirit, so mortify the deeds of the body, that we ma 
truly live unto thee, and bring forth the spiritual fruits ( 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodnesi 
faithfiilness, meekness, and temperance. So shall we pc 
off the old man, which is corrupt, with his deeds an 
deceitful lusts, and shall put on the new man, renewed i 
knowledge after thine image, and created according to tb 
likeness, in righteousness and true holiness. We earnest] 
desire to become children of light, and being freed froi 
sin by thy sanctifying truth, to enter into the glorim 
liberty of the children of God. We desire that we may t 
delight in thy will, as to find thy service perfect freedom 
aud to experience, that in keeping thy oommandmen 
there is great reward. [We would be actuated, in 01 
obedience, by pure and elevated motives. We would n 
be excited or allured by inducements from without. \i 
would not derive our chief impulse either from the ho] 
of reward, or the fear of retribution^ in this world, or : 
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next. It 18 tiiine alone to inspire pnie motives ; and 
i;ive to thy servants, in proportion as they shun evils 
•ins, a love of goodness for its own sake. This, 
Lord, we humbly seek at thy hand, knowing that 
nine goodness is its own reward. We desire to main- 
I a deep conviction, and a constant remembrance, that 
ry one receiveth of thee a measure of happiness, only 
proportion as, by the reception of goodness, he be- 
leth a partaker of thy nature ; and that heavenly peace 
I joy are only found in the performance of uses, 
nnded in the love of doing good, derived from thy love 
Ine. Knowing that no man who is spiritual liveth 

himself, but unto thee, we would regard ourselves as 
stewards, and humbly own, that all we are that is ac- 

ding to thy will, and all we have, is thine. And since 
talents and active powers, mental and bodily, with all 
' possessions, we hold of thee, to be faithfully applied 
diy purposes in the various relations of life, we would 
lOur thee both in our souls and bodies, and likewise in 
* substance. We would not be desirous of making 
(vision for the flesh to fulfil the desires thereof, but in 
king an increase of worldly goods, we would chiefly 
ard them as the means of performing uses, and of bene- 
Qg our fellow-creatures. We would cherish, on all 
9sions, a readiness to yield, and an indisposition to 
lot ; we would regard ourselves as debtors to all men, 
i as under an obligation, on thy account, to do them all 

1 good that lies in our power, according to the dictates 
justice and judgment, and the laws of an enlightened 
irity. It is thine to afford opportunity, and thine to 
e discrimination, zeal, and prudence, in the use and 
provement of it. Enable us to distinguish between real 
Ml and good works, and those whick sx^ ^cyA q\^^\sx 
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appearance. Dispose us to judge, not according to qp- 
peaiances, but to judge righteous judgment, knowing thai 
the quality of goodness is according to the purity of om 
motives ; and that the purity of our motives depends upoi 
the justness of our judgment, regulated by sound know* 
ledge, and the immutable principles of holy truth* Mq 
we form conclusions, and estimate the value of all thii^ 
under the influence of eternal ^ds ; and on all occasiiHU 
keep those uses which regard the body and the world, ii 
due subordination to those which regard heaven and 
eternal life. May we abstain from that unreal and merelj 
natural charity, which while it benefits temporally tiu 
idle and the vicious, injures them spiritually and etemalfy. 
Let us not counteract the great interests of society, bj 
ministering to indolence and selfishness. Enable us, in the 
true spirit of charity, and agreeably to its holy laws, to 
forgive all who injure us, by word or deed, as we hope to 
be forgiven. May anger and contempt be superseded by 
mercy and pity ; and as thou art willing to forgive all ac- 
cording to their repentance and amendment, enable us to 
do likewise. Teach us so to exercise the duty of forgive- 
ness as to exclude every feeling of a vindictive nature 
and. yet in such a manner as to afEbrd no encouragement 
to evil doers, for their sakes. Let us not be overcome d 
evil, but let us overcome evil with good ; and if it be po»i 
sible, let us live peaceably with all men. Let us not 
recompense evil for evil; neither let our thoughts dweS 
upon injuries or offences ; and especially warn us of the 
danger of frequent advertence, either in thought or in 
word, to persons who have injured us, or who have become 
d>noxi0us to our perceptions, whether through evil 01 
infirmity, lest the condemnation of ill-doing should iegi^ 
nerate into personal resentment; and lest the habit ol 



ooademniiig an erring feUow-creature stiould insensibly 
soar the disposition, and impede the growth and activity 
of brotherly love and charity. 

And, O Lord, we beseech thee, not only to save us 
from an unforgiving spirit, as the hindrance to our effec- 
tnal reception of forgiveness from thee, but we supplicate 
thee also to deliver us from that state of mind which is 
the very ground of an inexorable temper.] Save us from 
that bondage to the love of self and the world, which 
arises from the absence of heavenly charity, and which 
would cause us to regard our fellow-creatures as our 
debtors, and as under an obligation to promote our wishes, 
and to minister to our gratifications, as though they were 
created for our sakes alone. Give us to experience the 
liberty of that disinterested love which prevails in heaven, 
and may we so faithfully perform our obligations to our 
feQow-creatures on earth, as to become prepared to engage 
in angelic uses in thy better kingdom above, for ever and 
ever. Amen.* 



XX. 

O LoBB, merciful and gracious, thou art our Creator, 
Bedeemer, and Saviour; our Father, Protector, and Guide. 
Thou hast provided all things needful for us ; and thou 
hast so ordered our affairs by thine all-wise providence, 

* In the foregoing prayer there 'occur the following expressions, 
• the spirit'* and ** the flesh,** and by them is to be understood the 
internal man and the external man, or what is the same, the spiritual 
mind with its spiritual affections, and the natural mind with its 
natural afiiBctions; there also occur the expressions, ** the new man" 
and ** the old man,** and to these the same meaning \a \a \s^ «2&iu^^ 
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and 80 regulated tbe influences of things and drcuii 
stances upon our minds^ as to render them, in the greate 
possible degree, conducive to our spiritual improyemeii 
by affording us the best and most suitable opportunitk 
according to our seyeral states, of shunning that wMdi 
evil, and doing that which is good. [By thy Spirit, th( 
hast been incessant in operation, to withdraw us from o\ 
natural evils and infirmities ; to raise us from darkness 1 
light ; and from evil to good; and to purify and regeneta 
US; and by the implantation of charity and faith, i 
restore the likeness in our hearts and understandings, * 
thy divine love and wisdom. But how many of thy gif 
have we received without blessing thee, the giver I Ho 
many opportunities of improvement have we neglectei 
forgetting the intention of thy providence, and the gr& 
business of our lives ! How often have we resisted tl 
Spirit in our consciences, by harbouring thoughts, or I 
speaking or acting, contrary to the good of charity, an 
the truth of faith !] Blessed be thy name I thou hast n< 
dealt with us after the measure of our sins, nor rewardc 
us according to our iniquities. Thou knowest our fram 
and thou rememberest that we are dust I Prepare o\ 
souls, we beseech thee, for the operation of thy mercy ai 
pity, by disposing us to cherish a constant remembran« 
of this humbling, yet sanctifying truth. Suffer us not 1 
remain in ignorance as to what we are of ourselves. Coi 
vince us, O Lord, and help us ever to remember, that v 
are mere weakness, infirmitv, impurity, and evil ; and thi 
only by means of a deep and humble consciousness thi 
we are but as dust and ashes in thy sight, can thy strengi 
be effectually manifested in our behalf, and thy holine 
be imparted to us. Keep back thy servants from dd 
berate and presumptuous sins. Help us to watch ai 
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pny, that we fidl not into temptation, [Let ns not rush 
into temptatitm in onr own strength ; but when called to 
endue it by thy aU-wise permisaion, giye unto us to cease 
from aelf-confidenoe on the one hand, and from despair on 
the other, and let ns hear thy gracious voice saying, 
*" Be stiD, and know that I am Gk)d :*' "Fear not, I am 
thy ahieldy and thy exceeding great reward.'* Enable m 
pi^ently to hope, and quietly to wait for thy salvation, 
relying on that immutable assurance of thine, " When 
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee, and 
through the rivers, they shall uot overflow thee ; when 
thou walkest through the fire thou shalt not be burned, 
neither shall the flame Idndle upon thee." Taking en- 
eoniagement from this thy merciful promise, through thee 
will we cast down our enemies, Lord; through thy 
name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 
We will not trust in our bow, neither shall our sword save 
ns. We will lift up our eyes unto the hills from whence 
oometh our help : our help cometh from the Lord which 
made heaven and earth. Thou art our light and oiur sal- 
vation, whom shall we fear? thou art the strength of our 
life, of whom shall we be afraid ? Li the time of trouble 
thou shalt hide us in thy pavilion ; in the secret of thy 
tabemade shalt thou hide us: when our feet are ready to 
sink in deep mire where there is no standing, thou shalt 
establish our feet upon a rock, and our head shall be lifted 
up above our enemies round about. May we thus be 
stirred upon thee at all times; and do thou lead us in thy 
righteousness because of our enemies, and make thy way 
plain before our face. Keep us as the apple of the eye ; 
hide us under the shadow of thy wings from the wicked 
that oppress us, from our deadly enemies that compass us 
about. When we feel that we have uo Y^Nt^'t>^^^'^>^^^> 



72 PEA,TSB8. 

manifest thy own ; and when we despair of help, 
arm of thy salvation be revealed. Assuredly tho 
keep the feet of thy saints^ and the wicked shall be 
in darkness, for by strength shall no man prevail.] 
difficolties of all kinds, support and encourage us i 
ceed in the path of duty; and let us not, because 
disappointment of our hopes, or the discourage 
which beset our way, become weary in well doing, 
us not, when enduring natural trials, to mistake th 
row of the world that worketh death,— the murm 
and repinings of disappointed self-love, — ^for that 
sorrow, chastened by patience, which worketh repei 
imto salvation. In seasons of humiliation, may 
judge and condemn ourselves as not to be condem 
thy sight; and when, being self-condemned, we 
affliction of spirit, let us take comfort in this, that v 
thus chasten^ of the Lord, that we may not be cond< 
at the last. O let thy grace be sufficient for us 
darkness, be thou our light; in weakness, be tho 
strength; in doubt, our confidence ; in weariness, oui 
in affliction, our comfort ; in sorrow, our joy ; in 
our life. Under all trying states of mind, and und 
possible circumstances, may we feel assured that the 
present to hear and to deliver ; and may we be sus 
and cheered by thy unchangeable declaration, that f 
day is, so shall our strength be» Help us also to 
to ourselves individually thy encouraging words, " V 
among you that feareth Jehovah, and obeyeth his ^ 
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light P Le 
trust in the name of Jehovah, and stay himself up( 
God." Blessed be thy name, O Lord Jesus Chnsi 
only Gk)d and Saviour, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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XXI. 

Most holy and adorable Lord God our Sayionr, we 
desire to approach unto thee with feelings of deep homili- 
atian and self-abasement. We are sensible that of our- 
adves we are defiled creatures, prone to lo^e ourselves^ 
and to be proud of our own proper, and merely natural 
acquisitions, yea, to glory in our shame, and lightly to 
esteem thee, the great Lord of all, and the riches of thy 
heayenly kingdom. We have learned, both by instruction 
and by experience, that through the fallen and degraded 
gtate of the lower principles of our nature, we are brought 
into continual communication with evil spirits, who find 
in our corruptions a likeness of themselyes, and claim un- 
hallowed kindred with us. We know that our spiritual 
adversaries desire to excite our evils, and to hold us in 
them, that our souls may become their prey, and be led 
oq^ve at their will. [They that seek after our life lay 
snares for us; they that seek our hurt consult mischievous 
things together, and imagine deceitful devices, all the day 
l(mg. Strangers rise up against us, and oppressors seek 
after our soul. They that hate us without cause are more 
than the hairs of our head ; they that would destroy us, 
being our enemies wrongfully, are mighty. But thou hast 
known our reproach, our shame, and our dishonour. Our 
adversaries are all before thee ; and blessed be thy holy 
name, thou hast not given us over as a prey unto their 
teeth, but thou hast overruled the malice and cunning of 
our enemies to our spiritual advantage, and to the further- 
ance of our purification. As for them, they thought evil 
against us ; but thou didst mean and permit it unto good ; 
to humble us, and to prove us, and to do us good in our 
latter end. For through their inatiuxatn\A!liV^ \!gl^m V^6^ 
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brought home to our experience, that we are bom with a 
propensity to eyils of aU kinda; thou hast led ua to a 
aure conyiction, that if our evils are notreihoTed by re- 
pentance and regeneration, we must remain in them ; and 
thou hast impressed upon us the solemn oonsideration, 
that, remaining in them, we must perish eternally, because 
evil cannot dwell with thee, and without holinesa no man 
shall see the Lord. In thy mercy thou hast placed us 
here, that here we may be prepared for thy moire imme- 
diate presence in heayen. Here life and death are set 
before us, and presented for our choice. And although 
thou, gracious Tather, with all the intensity of thy 
divine love, desirest that we should have and choose life, 
and hast given unto us thy Word and Spirit to guide and 
influence our choice; and although our enemies desire, 
and secretly work with inconceivable cunning and malig* 
nity, that we may choose death ; thou, in thy wisdom and 
power, dost continually provide, that we shall be con- 
stantly held in the midst between heaven and hell, and 
that our firee-will shall not be violated by overwhehning 
influences, either from the Idngdom of light, or the king- 
dom of darkness. let this consideration inspire ua with 
holy confidence and courage.] Enable us to rest upon 
the truth of that assurance, that thou dost not allow thy 
creatures to be tempted above that they are able to bear. 
Under every temptation, however severe the struggle 
between the law of truth in the conscience, and the re- 
maining unr^enerate propensities in the external man, 
thou wilt open a way of escape, and by thy all-sufficient 
grace, thou wilt enable us to obtain the victory. We 
rejoice that afilictions and temptations are no marks of 
thy displeasure; but, on the contrary, that whom thou 
lovest &0U dost rebuke and chasten. We rejoice that no 
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degree of tiibii]atioii» nor distxess, nor fiunine, nor peri), 
nor all the power of the principalities of death and dark- 
ness, can separate ns from thy lore in thy Divine Huma- 
nity, or diminish thy fatherly sympathy, or suspend thine 
Almighty watdifulness and care. We r^ioe that our past 
coqperienoe affords abundant grounds for our future con- 
solation and support Truly can thy regenerate children 
declare, ''It is good for me that Thave been afflicted, 
thai I might leam thy statutes. Before I was afflicted, 
I went astray, but now haye I kept thy Word." [Blessed 
IB the man whom thou chastenest, and teachest out of thy 
law ; for as a man chasteneth his own son, so the Lord 
<diasteneth his people. If, in the spiritual desert, and 
waste howling wilderness, we are tried by the pains of 
Spiritual hunger, it is that thou mayest feed us with the 
heayenly manna; and if we are parched with spiritual 
thirst, it is that thou mayest smite the rock of divine 
Inith, even the letter of thy Word, and thence bring forth 
for our refreshment, streams of living water. Thus thou 
givest unto us to feel our entire dependance upon thee, 
and to perceive that man doth not live by any kind of 
^npport separate from thee, either spiritual or natural, but 
solely by thine Almighty Word, thy Spirit of Truth, which 
alone creates and preserves, and which alone communi- 
cates both the bread of this world, and also the bread of 
Hfe. All things are of thee ; not only those good things 
which are attained by us, but also the means of their 
attainment. We acknowledge thy wisdom and goodness 
in upholding our free agency under all trials and tempta* 
tions, being assured that without the capability of a 
rational and free choice, we could not lay hold of thy 
offered grace; nor appropriate goodness and truth from 
ihee so as to become partaken oi Wq idaSqqska\ \^k&qssi 
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could we cooperate with thy saving operation, or enter 
into a reciprocal and blessed conjunction of life with thee. 
We bless thee that we are thus abundantly qualified to 
ensure our entrance into life, and to surmount the con* 
sequences which the fall of man has entailed upon our de> 
generate nature. And since thy wisdom and goodness, 
in calling us from our natural bondage to inherit the 
heavenly Canaan, hath marked our path through a wilder* 
ness of worldly cares, distresses, and trials; of spiritual 
infestation and temptation, even to the temporary priva* 
tion, during such seasons, of heavenly nourishment, lights 
life, and peace ; we would, with all resignation of ourselves 
to thy care, and confidence in thine all-sufficien(^, take 
up our cross, and follow thee in that path which thou, 
the first-begotten from the dead, hast trod before usj 
Thou wast tempted that thou mightest be able to succour 
them that are tempted. In all our future trials, enable us 
to possess our souls in patience ; and in all the conflicts 
between the spirit and the flesh, the internal and external 
man, let a prevailing sense of our own weakness lead us 
to trust only in thee. With a full assurance of faith, may 
we cast ourselves upon thee, reposing upon that encou« 
raging declaration of thy Word, ** the Lord is a sun and 
a shield ; the Lord will give grace and gloiy, and no good 
will he withhold from them that walk uprightly" 1 So 
shall we become partakers oi thy victory, and overcoming 
as thou didst overcome, shall spiritually sit down with thee 
on thy throne for ever and ever. Amen. 



XXII. 
LojiD Jbsus Ghbist, our merciful Father and 
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Saviour, again doth thy renewed goodness daun from thy 
servants a tribute of gratitude and praise. Thou pro- 
longest our existence only for this gracious purpose, to 
render us more fiilly meet for thy presence in heaven, and 
more fully receptive of those principles of goodness and 
troth which form thy kingdom in the souL Thou desirest, 
in thy unbounded love, that we may attain the utmost 
extent of our capability of uniting in the employments of 
angels, and of tasting that ineffable peace, joy, and delight, 
with which angelic uses are attended. Therefore hast 
thou given unto us another day's opportunity of devoting 
our souls anew to thee, of becoming more permanently 
thy pure and happy abode; and by appropriating more of 
tby nature and Spirit, of becoming more entirely thine. 
O what happiness is found in thee! What sweet and 
holy confidence is enjoyed by thy true, thy dutiful and 
affectionate children; for thou delightest to fulfil the desire 
of them that fear thee; and in mercy and truth to pre- 
serve them that love thee. 

But, O Lord, our consciences testify, that as yet we are 
but little prepared by an interior conjunction of life with 
thee, and an actual and full consociation with angels, for 
the employments and delights of heaven. Our hearts are 
but feebly set to do thy will ; and our understandings too 
little engaged by the purities and glories of divine truth. 
Our hands are fettered, and our feet are hindered, by in<« 
numerable evils to which we are prone; so that thy work 
is often felt as a burden, and thy way regarded as a 
trouble to us. Our eyes are not wholly directed towardar 
thee, nor do our ears continually wait for, and incline to 
thy Word. Too often do the trifling vanities of this world 
intensely, and even exclusively engage our attention, to 
the disregard or forgetf ulness of the gteal \)i\3i^^*&'^ ^i ^^<csi 
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existence. [0 while we remember the heavy woe de« 
nounoed by thee againtt the lukewarm in thy service*, 
give unto us to perceive how Car it is applicable to our* 
selves. But whatever the degree of our guiltiness in th; 
sight, withhold not thou thy tender mercies, O Lord 
Cast us not away from thy presence, and take not thy 
Holy Spirit firom us. And although our sms testify 
against us, let thy gracious offers of merqr, and thy faith- 
ful promises of salvation, be our hope and our consolation. 
Let thy loving kindness and thy truth continually preserve 
us, for innumerable evils have compassed us about ; our 
iniquities have taken hold upon us, so that we are not able 
to look up ; they are more than the hairs of our head, 
therefore our h^urts fail us; our hearts also are smitten 
and withered like grass, so that we forget to eat our 
bread. Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver us ; O Lord, make 
baste to help us. Though we are poor and needy, yet 
thou thinkest upon us; arise for our help, and redeem us, 
for thy mercy's sake. Some trust in chariots, and some 
in horses ; but we will remember the name of the Lord our 
Qod ; for thou hast a mighty arm ; strong is thy hand^ 
and high is thy right hand ; thou art the glory of. our 
strength; Jehovah is our defence, and the Holy One of 
Israel is our King.] We have learned by frequent expe- 
rience, that we have ito strength against evil but what we 
continually derive from thy Spirit; we have no prevailing 
defence but the truths of thy Word ; all our strength, and 
all our sufficiency, is of thee. . O give unto us to stand 
fost in the evil day, having our loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness, and having 
our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peaoe^ 
and bearing the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, 

* See Rev. iii. le. 
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and the sword of the Spirit^ which is the Word of Gk)d, 
praying also in spirit, and watching with all perseverance; 
80 shall we be led on by thee^ the Captain of our salva* 
tion, and by thee be crowned with spiritual victory. 
[Blessed be thou» O Lord» our strength; thou teachest our 
hands to war, and our Ungers to fight; our goodness and 
our fortress, our high tower and our deliverer, our shield, 
and he in whom we trust ; thou shalt subdue our enemies 
Hnder our feet, and save us from all them that rise up 
against us. Through thee we shall do valiantly, for thou 
shah tread down our enemies; thou shalt cover our head 
in the day of battle. Thou wilt deliver us, also, from the 
snare of ihe fowler, and from the noisome pestilence ; from 
the terror by night, and the arrow that flieth by day; 
i^om the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the de- 
struction that wasteth at noon-day. There shall no evil 
befied us, neither shall any plague come nigh our dwelling ; 
for thou shalt give thy angels charge over us, to keep us 
in all thy ways. 80 shall we tread upon the lion and 
adder a the yoimg lion and the dragon shall we trample 
under foot ; for thou hast, given us power to tread on ser* 
pents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy ; 
and nothing shall by any means hurt us. Them that set 
their love upon thee, thou wilt deliver ; them that know 
thy name, thou wilt set on high ; when they call upon 
tiiee, thou wilt answer them ; thou wilt be with them in 
trouble ; with eternal life wilt thou satisfy them, and shew 
them thy salvation. But, Lord, our Eedeemer, because 
we follow that which is good, our adversaries rise up 
against us ; they reward us evil for good, and hatred for 
our love. Nevertheless, in the day of trial, thou art our 
all-sufficient Saviour ; and when we are ready to conclude 
Hhat it is in vain that we have dess^fi^di ^^^\kS»sN»^^ ^s:^ 
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washed our hands in innocenc^, thy mercy, O Lord, shall 
hold us up, and in the mnltitude of troubled thoughts 
within us, thy comforts shall delight our souls. Yea, our 
enemies also shall not triumph over us; and they who 
assaulted us with great power shall pass away ; so that we 
shall diligently consider their place, and it shall not be 
found. Then shall we know that the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of 
them firom the earth ; and the blessed fruit of our tribu* 
lation shall be patience, and a calm reliance upon thy 
Word and promises ; an abundant experience of thy good- 
ness, and of thy power to support, comfort, and deUver. 
Then shall we have a good hope that in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not ; together with a firm confidence 
and full assurance, that they who sow in tears shall reap 
in joy ; and finally, thy Ioyc shall be shed abroad in our 
hearts, and thy Spirit shall bear witness with our spirits 
that we are thy children, and heirs of that heavenfy 
kingdom which thou hast prepared for them that love 
thee.] May such be our blessed experience, for thy own 
name and mercy's sake, O Lord. Amen. 



xxm. 

Gbeat and adorable Lord Gk)d, who in thy Divine 
Humanity art named Jesus Christ, we desire most de- 
voutly to thank thee for all thy mercies, and especially for 
the revelation of thyself at this day, in the fulness of thy 
glory, as our Creator and Preserver, our only Bedeemer 
and Saviour. [We rejoice that we are encouraged to coma 
unto thee under every difficulty and trouble, whether 
natural or spiritual, and to beseech thee, in the full assni- 
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ranee of faith and hope, to deliver us from evil. Thou 
art able to deliver us from the direful effects of our self- 
hood, even that essential death which is the last enemy that 
shall be destroyed ; and although we must expect to be 
engaged in spiritual conflicts during the remainder of our 
stay upon earth, yet shall thy mighty arm finally prevail, 
and death shall be swallowed up in victory. We desire, 
O Lord, to be in thee, and thou in us, being created anew 
into thy likeness. We desire that the old things of the 
natural mind may pass away, and that all things may be 
made new, so that our internal and external may be 
united in one in thee, even as thy Divinity and Humanity 
are united in one.] Gxuded and governed by thy holy 
truth, we would not live unto ourselves, but unto thee, 
for to this end thy Humanity both suffered and was glori- 
fied,-— that all should live unto thee. In that godliness 
which is thy likeness, thou hast given us the promise of 
the real good of this life, and the surpassing good of the 
life to come. For thy sake, therefore, we would diligently 
labour in thy sacred cause ; and patiently endure reproach 
should such be our portion ; because we trust in thee, who 
art the living God, and the Saviour of all them that obey 
thee, especially of those that believe in thee according to 
thy true character, and acknowledge thy Humanity to be 
divine. Deliver thy servants, we pray thee, who thus 
believe in thee, from the love of self, and the love of the 
world, and all the unholy passions which thence originate. 
Deliver us from pride and vanity, v^ glory and self- 
conceit ; from every thing approaching to envy and malice, 
wrath and revenge ; from all inordinate desire for worldly 
distinction, wealth, or pleasure; from all conformity to 
worldly customs contrary to holiness; from all low and 
unhallowed desires and thoughts; and from ilL m\ftm'^i.^ 
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and unlawful application of things provided for our legi- 
timate use and enjoyment. Deliver us from every emotion 
and temper, eveiy word and work, which are contrary to 
thy Word, and offensive to thy Spirit. [Above aU'things 
deliver us from that covetoosness which is idolatiy. 
Bemind us, that they who desire to be rich fall into tempt- 
ation, and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtfrdlu^ 
which drown men in destruction and perdition. Grant 
unto us, also, to remember, that some, through the love of 
riches, have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows. Help us, O Lord, to flee 
from these things, and incline us earnestly to follow after 
the true riches of righteousness, godliness, faith, love^ 
patience, and meekness. May we be anxious only to flght 
the good fight of faith, and to lay hold on that eternal life 
whereunto we are called. Amidst aU the difficulties and 
allurements of life, enable us to preserve our integrity, 
and to keep ourselves unspotted from the world. For- 
getting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forward to those which are before, may we press toward 
the mark, for the prize of our high calling. May we be 
temperate in all things, keeping the body under, and 
bringing all its appetites into subjection. And since we 
are called to wrestle not only against the inordinate desires 
of the flesh, but also against the powers of darkness, mi^ 
we put on the whole armour of Gkkl, that being strong in 
thee, and in the power of thy might, we may be abte to 
withstand the wiles of the devil, and to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. Give unto us a quick sight to 
discover the activity of our enemies within us, and &aMb 
us, following thy example, O blessed Eedeemer, to put on 
righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation 
upon our heads ; and when the enemy cometh in like t 
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flood, let tliy Spirit, O Lord, lift up a standard against 
bim. Let us not be drawn away with the wicked, and 
with the workers of iniquity, who speak peace deceitfully, 
while mischief is in their hearts. let us not be flattered 
with their tongues, or mocked with their unhallowed 
allurements. Deliver us from all our infirmities; our 
blindness to thy truth, our deafness to thy counsel, our 
distaste for the delights of holiness, our unhealthy warmth 
to things natural, and coldness to things spiritual. 
Strengthen our weak hands, and confirm our feeble knees. 
Soy unto the fearful heart, ** Be strong, fear not ; in quiet- 
ness and confidence shall be your strength." Thou hast 
provided all things needful for our salvation; for thou 
wast manifested in the flesh, that thou mightest destroy 
the works of the devO, redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto thyself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. May we thus become the subjects of thy redeeming- 
and sanctifying operations. Thou art able to do exceediug 
abundantly for us, above all that we can ask or think.] 
Heal us, O Lord, and we shall be healed ; save us, and we 
shall be saved ; for thou art our praise. Then shall things 
natural within us be submitted to, and be reconciled with, 
things spiritual ; then shall we receive the reconciliation 
in ourselves which thou didst first effect, in thine own 
person, between our nature and thine. In the union of 
the internal and external man according to heavenly order, 
we shall experience that peace which thou hast left us ; for 
the work of righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect 
of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever. Then 
shall the heavens pour down righteousness, and the earth 
shall open to receive it ; and they shall bring forth salva- 
tion ; and from them together shall righteousness spring. 
There shall be no lion in the way of hoUne&^^Tictt^i^ ^"k^ 

ft* 
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ravenous beast go up therein ; tlie fool shall not wander 
in it, but the redeemed shall walk there. Thus, gracious 
and almighty Lord, finally deliver us, we beseech thee, 
from evil, and take us to thy heavenly kingdom, where we 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and* sighing 
shall flee away. Amen. 



XXIV. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, thou art the adorable fountain 
of good ; thou art our only Divine Benefactor; unto thee 
do we lift up our hearts with our voices, in gratitude and 
praise. Through thy mercy we are brought from day to 
day in health and safety. Thou hast been our all-wise 
guide, and our almighty protector. Thou hast supplied 
all our wants, temporal and spiritual ; and now, blessed be 
thy name, we are disposed, through the quickening in- 
fluences of thy Spirit, gratefully to acknowledge the hand 
which dispenses all our blessings. [How many caUs upon 
our gratitude are presented in the mercies of Creation and 
Providence, Bedemption and Salvation ! But more espe* 
cially would we adore thee that thou hast now gracious^ 
revealed to thy servants the true nature of heaven, and 
of the angelic character ; and hast opened to our de» 
lighted view the spiritual sense of thy Word, the spring of 
angelic wisdom ; and this thou hast done in order that 
thy new kingdom may be established upon earth, whidi 
having its origin in heaven shall be in perfect corres- 
pondence and union therewith. We rejoice in the blessed 
consequences of these gracious manifestations ; we rqoioB 
that henceforth the inhabitants of the earth may think in 
unison with the angels of heaven, and become intimatdy 
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consociated with them, and in some degree become con- 
sdoiis partakers of their happiness. It is our privilege to 
behold the New Jerusalem descending from thee out of 
heaven ; and also to be the early witnesses of thy second 
advent in the clouds of the letter of thy Word, through 
which we are enabled to discern, with exceeding joy and 
thankfulness, the radiant power and great glory of its 
spiritual sense. In that clear and holy light of truth, we 
thankfully confess that thou art especially present, with 
all the rdieeming and saving powers of thy Divine Huma* 
nity. Into the souls of aU who are willing and prepared 
to receive thee at this thy second and spiritual advent, 
thou art now making thy triumphant entrance ; and thus 
we are enabled to perceive, that the tabernacle of God will 
be with men, and that thou wilt dwell with them, and be 
their God, even for ever and ever 1 Yea, and our under- 
standings also, unworthy as we are, are the destined tem- 
ples of that gloiy, and our hearts, the tabernacles of that 
power, which attend thy promised coming. And O what 
a blessed manifestation of thy love and wisdom are we 
thus permitted to behold! Thou hast now shewn us 
plainly of thyself,— of the Father in the Son, the Essential 
Divine in the Divine Humanity; yea, in thy glorified 
Humanity, we behold the divine perfections of the God- 
head entirely brought forth to view. Thus have we been 
shewn plainly of the Father, according to thy promise. 
We no longer see through a glass darkly ; the truth is no 
longer shrouded in a parable ; nor is the wisdom of God 
enveloped in mystery.] To us it is given to know in 
large measure the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. 
Thou hast opened our eyes to behold wondrous things out 
of thy law. The truths relating to thy great works of 
creation, redemption, and regeneration^ are no^^ ^'\\?cl 
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unprecedented splendour and power, presented to our 
understandings and our. affections. Adored be thy good* 
ness, that the first-fruits of thy new kingdom are now in 
the world; and that we believe, and are sure, that thy 
kingdom will grow and prevail, and will endure for ever 
and ever. We pray that we, with all who have received 
thee in that new dispensation of divine truth in and by 
which thou art making thy Second Advent, may prefer 
Jerusalem above our chief joy* May we henceforth and 
for ever, as good citizens of the holy city, bear true alk-: 
giance to thee, our heavenly King, and thankfully acknow-^ 
ledge thee to be the sole source and proprietor of all our 
affections which are truly good, and of all our knowledges 
which are genuinely true. Cause us to regard ourselves 
as no longer our own, but as altogether thine ; and help 
us to submit all our lower affections, desires, and delights to 
thy government, that they, also may be made, by thy mighty 
operation, worthy of thy acceptance and possession ; thi^ 
so in tby church, whether it be considered individually or; 
collectively, the wolf may lose his fierceness, and dwell 
peaceably with the lamb ; and the leopard lie down with 
the kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and the &tling 
be together ; and the whole be led by a little child ;— 
that the cow and the bear may feed, and their young ones 
lie down together ; and the lion, ceasing from prey, eat 
straw like the ox; that the sucking child may play, 
without hurt, on the hole of the asp; and the weaned child 
put his hand, without injury, on the cockatrice den. Then 
shall none hurt nor destroy in all thy holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, at 
the waters that cover the depths of the sea. For Jehovah 
shall comfort Zion : he will comfort all her waste places s 
and hp will, make her wilderness like Eden, and hep 
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desert like the garden of the Lord ; joy and gladness shall 
be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody. 
Hasten it, O Lord, in thy own time, for thy name and 
mercy's sake. Amen. 



XXV. 



* O LoBB JEsrs Christ, thou art the King of kings 
and Lord of lords! Thine is the kingdom, O Prince of 
peace; and thy law is the truth. Thou desirest to rule 
over us not because thou lovest homage for its own sake, 
but because thou desirest the happiness of thy creatures, 
who can only find peace and felicity in becoming thy true 
and faithful subjects. It is only within the boundary of 
thy spiritual kingdom that true peace can be experienced, 
for beyond that boundary there is confusion, desolation, 
and sorrow, envying, strife, tumult, and every evil work. 
While we honour thee as our King, we bless thee as our 
only deliverer firom evil, our only Saviour from sin, for 
truly, O Lord, in commanding our allegiance, thou desirest 
only to save us from destruction. We adore thee likewise, 
as the sole author and giver of good, spiritual and natural 
We gratefully acknowledge, that imto thee we are indebted 
for all things ; for our real comforts, our present peace, 
end a joyful anticipation of everlasting purity and blessed- 
ness. It is because thou art the good Shepherd, and 
carest for thy sheep, that they want not any good ; for 
thou makest them to lie down in green pastures, and lead* 
est them beside the still waters. It is thou who restorest 
our souls to tranquility and joy, and leadest us in the paths 
of righteousness, for thy name's sake. When we are 
called to suffer temptations, for oui punfiLcatiou^ ^xA xsw 
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order to our becoming rooted and grounded in love ; and 
when, in order to arrive at the mount of life and light, we 
are called to pass through the valley of the shadow of 
death; even then will we fear no evil, for thy rod and thy 
staff, — ^the pure truths of thy Word, — are our strength and 
consolation. And when surrounded by our spiritual ene- 
mies, who, taking possession of the wilderness of our yet 
disordered minds and unpurified hearts, threaten us with 
desolation and destruction^ thy mercy prepares for our 
refreshment a heavenly banquet ; the interiors of our souls 
are replenished with the heavenly influences of thy love, 
and our thoughts are filled to overflowing with the excel- 
lences of thy truth. Blest with a continued experience of thy 
unfailing goodness, we gratefully exclaim in the language 
of thy Word, ** Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us 
all the days of our lives, and we shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever!" Surely we shall enjoy the bounteoiis 
blessings vouchsafed to thy church below, until we are 
prepared for a happy removal to thy better kingdom 
above ! 

[We confess. Almighty Lord, that we owe the^ unbounded 
love, gratitude, and obedience, both as our Father, and 
our Eling. The government is on thy shoulder, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou art the universal king, the ade 
possessor of power in heaven and on earth. The kingdom 
of heaven is thine ; the church upon earth is thine ; and 
all the kingdoms of this world, whether consistent with thy 
spiritual kingdom or not, are subject to thy supreme con* 
troul and overruling providence. It is the presence of thy 
Love and Wisdom in thy kingdom above, which constitutes 
the very essence of heaven; thou art the all in all therein; and 
from thee the blessed myriads of angels derive their affections 
and j:>erceptions, their goodness and truth, their love and 
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wisdom, and all their power, and all their peace. Not a 
movement of holy love, not an activity of enlightened 
thought, takes place in that better world, but what origi- 
nates in thy love and wisdom divine, as their sacred 
source. Neither doth there proceed a single word or 
action from any angel of heaven but what is caused by 
thine all-perfect, and all-pervading operation. O what a 
Messed state of existence, where every power of the soul is 
willingly submitted and presented to the impulse and 
direction of the all<*wise and most holy Lord ! O when 
shall the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom 
of our Lord I It is not for man to know the times 
and the seasons ; the kingdom is thine ; and thou only 
knowest the best means of its advancement, and the 
moat suitable period for its full manifestation. While 
we desire to thank thee that we enjoy the privilege of 
working tc^ether with thee for its extension ; and while 
we pray thee to increase our ability and zenl for this 
good work; we implore that we may not be discou- 
aged by the apparently slow progress of truth in over- 
coming the opposition which is raised against it, whether 
it arise from an honest but mistaken zeal, or the dark* 
ness of ignorance, error, and prejudice, and the pre- 
vailing influence of selfish and worldly affections. Know- 
ing that the kingdom is thine, let us encourage ourselves 
with the cheering consideration, that all thine infinite love, 
wisdom, and power, are unremittingly engaged in its ad- 
vancement, but always in harmony with thy own laws of 
order for the government of rational and free agents. 
Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it 
maybe displayed, because of the truth, that the nations 
of them which are saved may come unto it. We beseech 
thee to give unto thy servants who are engaged in. imvQk% 
it, Hyr Holy Spirit of love and wisdom. TEiW^'t "OojeoiXft 
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combine the prudence of the serpent with the harmlessnesff 
of the dove, that by well*dcHng, they may put to 8ilei;ioe 
the ignorance of the foolish. May .they be gentle unto 
all; apt to teach, fiirbearing, in mec^cness instructing those 
that oppose themselves; in the hope. that thou wilt give 
them xepentance, to the acknowledgment of the truth. May 
their conduct and demeanour be such as comports with 
the charity, meekness, gentleness, disinterestedness, purity, 
sincerity, and singleness of heart, which pre-eminently dis- 
tinguish thine eyerlasting gospcL We pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem ;— for that peace which only succeeds the 
irictorious march of Divine Truth. We pray for the spi« 
ritual prosperity of all that love her ;^-K)f - all that love the 
truth, and manifest its power in their lives and conversa- 
tion. Let all those that seek thee, rejoice and be glad 
in thee; let such as love thy salvation say continual^, 
the Lord be magnified. Let them shout for joy and be 
glad that favour thy righteous cause; yea, let them say 
eontinuallyy let Jehovah be magnified, wha hath pleasure 
in the prosperity of his servants I So we thy people, and 
sheep of thy pasture, will give thee thanks for ever; we 
will shew forth thy praise to all generations; and we 
humbly pray, that we may ever be numbered with thy true 
disciples; walking before thee with a perfect heart; en* 
during faithful unto the end ; that finally we may receive 
the crown of everlasting life.] Amen. 



XXVL 

O LoBB, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in aB 

the earth; thou hast set thy glory above the heavens. 

When we consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingersy 

iAe moon and the stars whic\i t\LOii\kSi<a\. cit^m^ yol the 
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pew of thine adorable majesty, we exdaim, " What is 
maiit that thoa art mindfdl of him P or the son of man 
that thoa visitesthim? and yet hast thoa crowned him with 
gbrj and honoar» and hast made him to iiave dominion 
over the works of thy hands." [Nevertheless power be- 
longeth onto thee alone, O Lord Gk>d Omnipotent, and 
thoa reignest over all; and all the power of man is derived 
from thee, and is possessed and exercised entirely in 
jdependence apon thee. It is thoa who hast made as, 
and not we ourselves; for thoa didst create all things by 
the breath of thy month, and by thy Word were all things 
•made which were made. From thee, the anthor and sus- 
tainer of our life, we derive our voiontary and intellectual 
powers;— 4he power to discern truth, and to embrace it; 
the power to love goodness, and to practise it ; the power 
to perceive, to know, to reason, and to remember; to 
detect, and refute error; and to communicate, confirm, 
defend, and illustrate, the truths of thy church, as deduced 
from thy Word. Thou art also the author and giver of 
that celestial power,— a power which thy regenerate chilp 
dren possess only in a less degree than angels, and which 
is an express image of thy own omnipotence ;— a power 
which is of love by wisdom, and which is of wisdom from 
love ; a power for good, and against evil ; a power which 
thou givest only to those who join goodness with truth, 
charity with faith, and obedience with knowledge.] And 
how inestimably precious, O Heavenly Father, are the 
high privileges of those who become partakers of thy 
nature through regeneration, and whom thou hast gra^ 
dously called " the sons of God V* And while we rejoice 
in the high dignity thus bestowed upon thy regenerate 
children, we thankfully confess, that thou givest unto all 
thy creatures power to become such^ provided tbs) Vm&s*^^ 
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in thy name, and approach unto thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
as their only Grod and Saviour s for unto them thou givest 
the light of sanctifying truth; the saving help of thy 
regenerating spirit ; and finally, all the blessings of sal- 
vation. We pray that we, who enjoy these privileges, may 
not be found slothful, but diligent and faithful servants, 
fervent in spirit, earnest in every duty and labour of 
love, and thankfully acknowledging that all our power 
originates in thy Spirit, which alone worketh in us a dis- 
position to will, and a power to do, according to thy own 
good pleasure. May it be our constant aim, and the 
supreme object of our desire, to become like thee in all 
things. May the conviction continually be present, that 
he who sincerely entertaineth the hope of becoming like 
thee, purifieth himself, even as thou art pure. Blessed be 
thy divine goodness, thou hast not only called us to the 
honour of being thy servants, with the promise of an ever- 
lasting reward ; but thou hast also called us to the still 
higher dignity of becoming thy spiritual children, heirs to 
the unspeakable blessings which are annexed to that 
nearest relationship to thee. But when with a just exul- 
tation we exclaim, "Behold what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God," let our feelings be tempered by the consider- 
ation, that whosoever is really born of God doth not 
commit sin; and that whosoever is of the truth, loveth his 
brother, not only in word, but in deed, and in truth. 
May we, then, diligently shun all evils as sins against 
thee. 

[We greatly rejoice that we have experienced the power 
of thy Holy Word in restraining us from sin, and in con- 
ducting us to righteousness ; and that we can truly 
declare, that thy Gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
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ration* We fhankfiilly acknowledge, that while thy Pro- 
Tidenoe mercifdlly preseires to us oar mental powers, the 
appeals which are addressed to them in thy Holy Word, 
are the best calculated to lead them freely and harmo« 
nioosly to oo-operate with thee, in the great work of our 
r^eneration. For in thy Word thou dost condescend, 
not only to appeal to our higher affections which resemble 
thine own Love, but also to our lower desires, presenting 
unto us all-sufficient inducements to obedience, exciting 
our natural desire for happiness by the hope of obtaining 
heavenly felicity, and the fear of incurring everlasting 
woe. Thus, O Lord, hast thou wisely and graciously pro* 
vided, that thy Word shall act upon our whole nature, 
and draw our whole mind into a state of conformity with 
thy wiB, and conjunction with thyself. And in all the 
changes of state incidental to our regeneration, we have 
ever found thee present with us, aiding our weakness by 
thy Spirit, and counselling us by the wisdom of thy Word, 
so that we each can say, " I love the Lord, because he 
hath heard my voice and my supplications; because he 
bath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon 
him as long as I live. The sorrows of death encompassed 
me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me; I found 
trouble and sorrow : then I called upon the name of the 
Lord,— -O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul I Gra- 
cious is the Lord, and righteous ; yea, our God is merdfiiL 
The Lord preserveth the simple ; I was brought low, and 
he helped me. Betum unto thy rest, O my soul, for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee!'' In all thy 
dealings with our souls, O mighty Bedeemer and Saviour, 
thou art wonderfdl in operation ; and whoso is wise, and 
will observe these things, even they shall imderstand the 
loving-kindness of the Lord 1 May we thsctCot^ ds^e^!^ 
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in tracing, so far as it is possible or allowable, tby wonder- 
working hand, while thou art performing thy promise in 
our soids, " I will sprinkle dean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean : from all your filthiness and from all your 
idols wiU I cleanse you; a new heart, also, will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you 
a heart of flesh ; and I will put my Spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statute and ye shall keep 
my judgments, and do them/' O may we thus acquaint 
ourselves with thee, and be at peace !] May we cast 
away all our transgressions whereby we have transgressed, 
and make ourselves a new heart, and a new spirit, by 
working together with thee to this end, even as thou hast 
commanded. May we sanctify ourselves wholly^ thy 
service, and through thy grace go on from strength to 
strength, until we arrive at last in thy holy and happy 
kingdom above. Amen. 



XXVII. 

Blessed be thou, O Lord God of Israel, our Father, 
for ever and ever. [Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the glory, and the victory, and the m^'esty ; for all that 
is in the heavens, and iu the earth, is thine ; thine is the 
kingdom, O Lord ; and thou art exalted as Heiad above 
all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou 
reignest over all; and in thy hand is power and might, 
and in thy hand it is to make great, and to give strengA 
unto all. Now therefore, O. Lord, we thank thee, and 
praise thy glorious name ; for thou Jehovah art our Be- 
deemer, and besides thee there is no Saviour. In thee 
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done have we trusted, O Lord Jesus Christ, since we 
heard the good Word of truth, now proclaimed anew,— 
the good tidings of thy Divine power unto salvation, unto 
every one that believeth, through the union of Divinity 
with Humanity in thy glorious Person, Greatly do we 
rgoioe, that unto all who thus believe on thy name, 
thou givest power to become sons of God.] Thou hast 
created us for the noblest purpose that Infinite Goodness 
and Wisdom could devise ; and to the end that we may 
realize thy gracious designs, thou hast endowed us with 
the noblest powers of mind which Omnipotence can bestow 
upon finite creatures. All these distinguished powers 
thy adorable Providence continually protects from harm ; 
and at the same time thy Spirit operates to sanctify them 
to thyself, and to render them instruments, in thy hand, 
of blessedness to ourselves and others, both here and 
hereafter. 

[We thankfully confess, that thou art also the continual 
giver and sustainer of our bodily, as well as our mental 
powers ; and from thee are all those instrumental means of 
action which the things of this world supply, and which 
may become, under thy direction, an effectual means of 
doing good, spiritually and naturally, both to ourselves 
and to others. All these powers do we derive from thee, 
and we confess them still to be thine, and earnestly desire 
and pray, that we may hdd them of thee as stewards who 
must one day give an account of their stewardship; and 
may we so faithfully apply them, under the guidance of 
ihy Word, to the glory of thy name, who art at once their 
almighty Source, and their only proper End, as finally to 
receive thy divine approbation.] O let us not degrade 
our mental or bodily powers, by rendering them subser- 
vient to merely worldly ends ; neither kt xv^ ^\vSk<^>^^m^ 
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by applying them exclusively to the fulfilment of the 
desires of the flesh. Suffer us not to dishonour the noble 
functions of our bodies, by yielding up the members 
thereof as instruments of unrighteousness. Let our whole 
minds be given up to thee, as becometh those whom thou 
hast called from death unto life ; and let all our members 
become instruments of righteousness to thy glory. And 
while we beseech thee, that we may withhold nothing from 
thee, and that all our activities, mental and bodily, may 
be regulated by thy precepts, we also pray, that we may 
be guarded from ascribing the least degree of power or 
merit to ourselves. Help us, in all humility and thank- 
fulness, to take up the language of thy Word, and say, 
** Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom ; neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might ; let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in 
this, that he understandeth and knoweth thee, that thou 
art the Lord who exercisest loving-kindness, judgment, 
and righteousness in the earth, for in these things thou 
delightest," as manifestations in thy true children, of their 
relationship to thee. May we be ever disposed to recollect 
that word of thine, in all our undertakings, and more 
especially when they refer to the things of thy kingdom, 
" Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts.'* We desire to be deeply sensible that 
we are weak and frail creatures. We are not sufficient of 
ourselves to think any good thought, or to form any 
righteous purpose ; our sufficiency is altogether of thee ; 
for without thee, we can do nothing. But blessed be thy 
holy name 1 we can do all things which thou hast com- 
manded, through thee strengthening us ; for thou givest 
power to the faint, and to them that fed that they have 
DO mghi, thou increasest strength. [In all our trialsi 
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enable us willingly, and if possible, cbeerfuUy, to resign 
ourselves without reserve to thy disposal. Give us to see 
that thy almighty government, thy all-wise Providence, 
and the beneficent activity of thy love and goodness, are 
one. Give unto us, O Lord Jesus Christ, to rejoice in 
the sacred truth, that even as to thy Humanity thou art 
omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent; for thou knowest 
what is in man; thou hast all power in heaven and in 
earth; and thou hast promised to be present with thy 
faithful followers even unto the end ; yea, thou searchest 
the hearts and reins of all men, and wilt give unto every 
one according to his works. Out of the riches of thy 
Divine Human glory, strengthen us with might by thy 
Spirit in our inner man, and so dwell in our hearts by 
fiEdth, that being rooted and grounded in love, and our 
souls being filled with the fulness of God, we may com- 
prehend somewhat of the breadth, length, height, and 
depth of thy Love Divine, which passeth all knowledge. 
Thou, and thou only, art our almighty Defender, and our 
all*bounteous Benefactor. They that wait on thee shall 
renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles ; they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint. When we feel our hands withered and 
powerless, at thy command we will stretch them out 
towards thee, trusting in thy renovating power.] Let us 
ever wait upon thee, and be of good courage, knowing 
that thou wilt strengthen our hearts; yea, let us wait 
steadfastly upon thee. And when we are ready to halt 
under appallbig difficulties, and hear thy voice command- 
ing us to " go forward," let us trust in thee, and dismiss 
our fears ; knowing that the Lord Almighty will go before 
UB, and the God of Israel will be our rearward. Amen. 
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XXVIII. 

Almighty Lobd God, thou art the Creator and 
Governor of all things* All creatures are thine ; and thou 
doest whatsoever thou wiliest in heaven and in earth« 
We thank thee that we are enabled to perceive, that that 
which thou wiliest is not the mere dictate of unbounded 
arbitrary power, but the righteous decision of infinite 
goodness and wisdom; a decision which is always con- 
ducive, in the greatest possible degree, to the good and 
happiness of thy creatures. [And even as to things evil 
which thou permittest to be done, and all painful occur- 
rences which thou permittest to take place,— contrary to 
thy unchanging desire for and judgment concerning man's 
immediate good, — all these thou permittest solely with a 
view to that great end which thou wiliest, even the sal- 
vation of man, to which thou wilt eventually cause all 
things to minister as far as possible, according to the laws 
of thine own divine order. Thus do we thankfully re- 
cognise thy power as the benign, omnipotent activity of 
Divine Wisdom derived from Divine Love; while with 
unspeakable delight we perceive, that all the acts of thine 
onmipotence proceed in exact conformity with those eternal 
and immutable laws, which are one with the unerring 
dictates of thine Infinite wisdom and goodness. Agreeably 
to those laws, thou hast made the earth by thy power, 
established the world by thy wisdom, and stretched out 
the heavens by thine understanding. Thou didst make 
man in thine own image, and all his powers are from thee, 
and are thine alone. While then we thus confess, m all 
sincerity, that thou, O Lord, art the sole possessor of 
power, we beseech thee that we may not, under any fsir- 
cumstancea, attribute any thing thereof to ourselves, by 
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thiuking highly of ourselves on account of our supposed 
superior knowledge, seeing that if a man thinketh he 
kuoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought 
to know. Neither let us be lifted up on account of the 
intellectual power which we conceive ourselves to possess, 
or on account of the respect to which we imagine our- 
selves, or our opinions, to be entitled ; lest, becoming wise 
in our own conceit, we should forget thee, and say in our 
hearts, *'My power, and the might of my hand, bath 
gotten me this wealth."] O let us then remember thee, 
the Lord our Grod; for it is thou who givest unto us 
power to get wealth, — ^the imperishable wealth of thy 
heavenly kingdom ; for it is thou only who canst enrich thy 
creatures in all utterance, and in all knowledge. From 
thee alone are all our intellectual and moral powers and 
attainments derived ; and unto thee we thankfully ascribe 
the merit and the praise thereof. Deeply impress upon 
our minds this aU-important lesson, that the power of 
knowledge, truth, and faith, is not a power of blessing 
and salvation, but of condemnation and destruction, until 
it be exercised under the influence of an humble spirit of 
obedience, goodness, and charity. Give unto us, there- 
fore, while we desire the gifts of the understanding, not 
to desire them merely for their own sake, but for the sake 
of their use, and give unto us, above all things, to follow 
after charity. May we so faithfully use and apply all our 
powers, mental and bodily, spiritual and natural, volun- 
tary and intellectual, according to the instructions of thy 
Word, as to grow in goodness, and in a desire to do good. 
To this end alone may we be diligent in seeking know- 
ledges of every kind ; and so far as they are possessed, 
may they be rendered subservient to use, and through 
thy grace be a means of enlarging out a^oni^^.^ \.q "^t^^s^^X^ 
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the interests of thy kingdom. Not only protect our 
energies from the dominon of evil, but give them also a 
right and a wise direction. Whatsoever good thing our 
hand findeth to do, may we do it with all our might. 
Suffer us not to be slothful in business, nor negligent in 
fulfilling our engagements, whether they relate to the 
affairs of this life, or to those of thy church and kingdom, 
and especially those engagements which are voluntary 
and gratuitous, as well as those which are undertaken for 
the sake of recompense or gain. In the application of our 
powers to the furtherance of beneficent purposes, we have 
thine own adorable example, as well as thy express com- 
mand ; for in all thy works of creation, we behold in con- 
stant union, the glorious manifestation of thy power and 
goodness. P'hou hast wisely and graciously adapted all 
things to our use, comfort, and well-being ; intimately con- 
necting them also, by thy Providence, with our immortal 
interests. And as the Eedeemer of mankind, we still be- 
hold thy goodness, as well as thine omnipotence. Thou 
didst make bare thy holy arm, that the ends of the earth 
might see the salvation of their God ; when thy judgments 
were in the earth, it was that the inhabitants thereof might 
learn righteousness ; and when, by thine almighty power, 
thou didst cast out devils, and spoil the powers of dark- 
ness of their usurped dominion, it was to vindicate the op- 
pressed, and to save the meek upon earth. The wicked 
were snared in the work of their own hands, to the end 
that the righteous might escape their toils. Thou art 
known even by the judgment which thou executest, as the 
merciful God ; yea, even in the midst of thy judgments, 
unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, for according to thine 
ever merciful laws of divine order, thou rewardest evory 
one according to his work. And now again thou hast 
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manifested thy redeeming love, by executing the last judg- 
ment ; thou hast again subdued and put to flight the spi- 
ritual enemies of thy Church ; and thou hast taken to thy- 
self thy great power, and reignest King of kings and Lord 
of lords.] Therefore do we rejoice greatly, and unite with 
the angelic host, and say, " Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty ; just and true are thy ways, 
thou King of saints. Hallelujah, halleligah, for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth." Amen. 



XXIX. 



Great and glorious Lord, before whom all nations are 
as nothing, and in whose sight they are accounted as less 
than nothing, and vanity ; we approach thee under a deep 
sense of our proneness to err and to sin ; our ignorance, 
blindness, and manifold infirmities ; and humbly confess- 
ing our unfitness for that heavenly inheritance to which 
we are called. [Every day has made us acquainted more 
fully with our evils and our defects; or has presented 
them to our observation under some new, and more hu« 
miliating aspect. Yet do we desire to attribute all our 
self-abasing discoveries to thy mercy, and to the gracious 
dispensation of that light of divine truth, which alone can 
make manifest our real state, both by nature and practice. 

We confess also with thankfulness, that in thus mak- 
ing us acquainted with ourselves, thou desirest to afford us 
an opportunity of turning our eyes from beholding vanity, 
that thou mayest quicken us in thy way ;— that abandon- 
ing all vain confidence in our own sufficiency and strength, 
we may be led to direct our view towards the habitation 
of thy glory. may our mental vision, being tlxus \!kft»i&^ 
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and strengthened by thee, be enabled so to contemplate 
thy divine perfections, that our hearts may be emptied of 
all pride and self-complacency, and be filled with a deep 
and interior reverence and adoration of thy holy nature and 
character 1 May these thy gracious intentions be accom- 
plished in us, and by us ! May we ever regard thee as 
our Supreme Good ! May our afi^ections be weaned from 
the things of time and sense, and become fixed on the 
realities of heaven ! And while we remember that even at 
the longest, we must soon -pass through the dark valley 
and the iron gate of death, let us even now penetrate be- 
yond it by the devout contemplation, and practical im- 
provement of those cheering words of thine, "Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, for they rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow with them.** May we learn 
habitually to think of future blessedness only as the glori- 
ous fruits of those good works which on earth are wrought 
in thee. May we seek a blessed immortality, and enter- 
tain a hope of entering into rest, by a patient continuance 
in well doing, and by labouring diligently and faithfully in 
thy vineyard. While we are endeavouring zealously to 
promote the interests of thy true church, let us not be un- 
mindful of the necessity of eradicating the noxious weeds 
that infest the heavenly plants within us, knowing that 
every plant which our heavenly Father hath not planted, 
must be rooted up. Animate us to this good, although 
frequently painful work, by the blessed hope of drinking 
of the spiritual wine of divine truth in thy heavenly king- 
dom.] O may we regard ourselves as strangers and pilgrims 
upon earth, anxious only to pass onward to that celestial 
city whose foundations are eternal, and whose Builder and 
Maker is God. Amidst all the uncertainties of life; of 
human friendships, advantages, hopes, and joys ; under so 
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many liabilitie8 to sickness, pain, sorrow, and death, teach 
us to fix our hopes and our desires on thyself, the all-suf- 
ficient and unchangeable good. Whatever changes may 
overtake us, thou changest not. The design of thy Pro- 
vidence, under all events, is ever the same ; for by means 
of all our changes, thou desirest to purify us, and to fit us 
for everlasting bliss 1 Let us not be deceived or over- 
whelmed by appearances. Let thy work, and thy gracious 
designs therein, appear to thy servants. Beveal to us thy 
glory, the beauteous manifestation of thy goodness, wis- 
dom, and power. Of old thou didst proclaim thy name, 
and manifest thy gbry ; shew it unto us, however veiled 
by outward things, that we may heartily confess that thy 
true name is, — " the Lord, merciftd and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth ;" that thy 
glory is manifested in the salvation and everlasting happi- 
ness of thy creatures ; and that herein thou art the Lord 
glorious in holiness, to be venerated in praises, doing 
wonders. And as it is thy peculiar glory to be the Giver 
and Doer of all good, so is it our glory meekly to receive 
of thee, and gratefully to acknowledge that without thee, 
we can do nothing ; for thou art the Vine, and we are the 
branches. 

Adorable Lord Jesus Christ, there is no Grod beside 
thee. All glory is thine ; and thine alone. Thou wilt 
not, thou canst not give thy eternal, incommunicable glory 
to another. The noblest glories of created beings, are 
but so many rays reflected from thee. Manifest thy true 
glory more and more to thy servants, the glory of thy 
goodness, thy tender love, thy unutterable mercy. Pre- 
pare our hearts and minds to be profitably affected by the 
view. Let thy glory also be manifested in us, in our 
conduct and conversation; and let all who mQt^\i\!^ \\ns^ 
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according to thine everlasting Grospel, in like manner 
glorify thy name. Now is thy glory risen upon the eartb, 
and now hast thou begun to dispel the gross darkness that 
covereth the people. May all the earth arise at thy re- 
viving beams, and open their bosoms to receive them with 
gratitude and joy. May the wilderness and solitary place 
be glad for them; and the desert rejoice, and blossom as 
the rose I O let the nations see the glory of the Lord, 
and the excellency of our Grod ; that all hearts may ex- 
claim, '* Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous things : and blessed be his glorious 
name for ever and ever, and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory." Amen. 



XXX. 

O LoBD our Father and our Saviour, again do we 
desire to hold communion with thee, and to humble our- 
selves at thy footstool. [We adore thy great goodness in 
permitting us, while we bow down before thee in spirit, 
to attain to some perception, however faint, of the glories 
of thy love, thy wisdom, thy holiness, and thy power. 
How great are the blessings which thou delightest to bestow 
by means of humble and earnest prayer 1 Thou givest unto 
thy servants who worship thee in spirit and in truth, an 
internal intuition of those spiritual things which are the 
objects of prayer, by opening the interiors of their minds 
towards thyself; and in proportion as their prayer is im- 
bued with the love of things celestial, thou dost vouchsafe 
a revelation of thyself, manifested in holy affection, hope, 
consolation, and internal joy. While we thus look up to 
thee, admiring the excellency of thy adorable nature, we 
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are impelled to exclaim, surely there are none of thy 
works, glorious manifestations as they are of the majes^ 
of their Cireator) which can for a moment be compared 
with thee their Divine Original 1 And yet how often are 
we drawn away from thee by meaner things than thy glori* 
oas woriu; and are allured and fascinated eyen by things 
opposed to thy adorable perfections !] We confess that 
our thoughts and our affections, our hopes and our fears, 
are so exdusiyely engaged by the riches, the honours, and 
the pleasures of this life, that the riches, the honours, and 
the pleasures of heaven might never have been offered to 
U8» or were accounted unworthy of our acceptance ! Thou 
knowest, also, how apt we are to suffer the necessities of 
this life to absorb all our attention, to the neglect of the one 
thing needful,-»our dutiful waiting upon thee. O when 
shall we be able truly to declare^ that neither height ot 
outward joy, nor depth of outward afiUction, nor anything 
created, shall separate us from thee, or interrupt the free 
circulation of thy love in our souls 1 Awaken us, O Lord, 
to a conviction, and keep us continually sensible of the 
vanity of all things below, except so far as they stand in 
connection with eternity, and are consecrated by a regard 
and reference to eternal ends. Let us bear in mind the 
shortness of our stay upon earth ; and incline us to re- 
gard ourselves as strangers and sojourners, having no 
abiding city here, and as wanderers through the wilderness 
of trial and privation, to the heavenly Canaan above, — 
that good and abundant land of pleasantness^ rest, and 
peace. Lord, make us to know the measure of our days, 
that we may bear in remembrance how fi'aU we are. We 
are like the grass which in the morning fiourisheth, but in 
the evening is cut down, dried up, and withered. We 
spend our years like a fleeting tale ; oux da^& ^i& ^^^V^ei&&?> 
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breadtli, and our age is as nothing in respect of thee. 
Verily every man, at his best state, is altogether vanity. 
Every man walketh in a vain show, and disquieteth himself 
in vain ; he heapeth np riches, forgetful how soon he must 
leave them, and knoweth not who shall gather them. And 
is it for these transitory vanities, O Lord, that we so 
anxiously wait ? Forbid it, we entreat thee, and let our 
hope be only in thee. Lift up our eyes toward thy 
dwelling place ; fix them on eternity ; that we may see all 
things as seen by thee ; yea, let us see them in thy light, 
thou eternal and unchangeable Father. And not only 
assist us to form a just estimate of all earthly goods^ but 
enable us also to penetrate the veil of the dark clouds of 
calamity and affliction, and to contemplate the all-merdful 
end which thou dost propose therein, and to anticipate a 
blessed accomplishment of thy purpose. Let us follow 
thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, with patience and firmness, 
through all the path which thou hast trod before us. 
Help us to triumph and overcome like thee, that we may 
spiritually be made partakers of thy throne, and may 
receive from thee the promised crown of everlasting life. 
Enable us continually to remember thy command to take 
up our cross and follow thee ; and may we be assured, 
that there is no other way to obtain that crown of eternal 
life, which thou hast promised to those only who are faith- 
ful unto death. [And as thy Humanity was made perfect 
through suffering and temptation, may we also be willing 
patiently to endure a like process, knowing that if we 
suffer with thee, we shall also be glorified with thee, being 
made like unto thy Glorified Body. 

Notwithstanding every obstacle which our spiritual 
adversaries, or our misguided fellow-creatures, or our own 
evilB and infirmities, may place in our path, still may our 
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eyes be immoyeably fixed ou thyself, the great end and 
crown of our immortal hopes ; and may we in all things 
consult thy gloiy, by imitating thy deeds ; and shew forth 
the glory of thy love and wisdom, by a life originating in 
charity and faitL May our glory thus be the reflection of 
thine, bearing thine own blessed image and likeness, and 
leading those who behold it, to glorify their Father in 
heaven. Preserve in us that state of mind which alone is 
suitable to prepare us for the manifestaton of thy glory in 
our Uves, by causing us to maintain an habitual temper of 
humility. Preserve us finom all vain desire for the know- 
ledge which puffethup, by inspiring us with supreme re- 
gard to the charity which buildeth up, and which cementeth 
together the living stones of divine truth, of which thy 
spiritual temple is constituted. Suffer us not to rejoice in 
a vainglorious ascription of any tlung to ourselves, know- 
ing that all such rejoicing is evil. Warn us against the 
unhallowed fires of self-glory, and self-derived intelligence, 
by those solemn words of thine, ''Behold, all ye that 
Idndle a ^, that compass yourselves about with sparks ! 
—walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye 
have kindled ! This shall ye have of my hand ; — ^ye shall 
lie down in sorrow V* As becometh our frail and sinful 
condition, enable us to maintain a distrust of ourselves, 
grounded in a deep and settled conviction, that our iniqui- 
ties are before thee, and our secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance; that we are all as an unclean thing, and 
that our self-derived righteousness is as filthy rags ; that 
we all do fade as a leaf; and that our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away. Let us not pursue a false 
glory, by cleansing outwardly the cup and plattcTj-^by 
giving exclusive attention to our outward habits, and 
manners, or to the mere external form whicb th& ^i\H>^As^ 
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of our understandings and wills assume; but let us regard 
thy glory in our intentions and motives, that thou mayest 
inwardly form us to thy praise ; for thou art our Father, 
and we are all the work of thy hand. May we then be- 
come, by submitting ourselves to thy forming hand, vessels 
of honour, fitted to manifest the glory of thy goodness; 
and so far as we are enabled to learn wisdom, love good* 
ness, or perform uses, may we unreservedly yield to thee, 
as the one Source and Giver of all good, whether that 
good pertain to the will, to the understanding, or to the 
outward life, the glory, the merit, and the praise thereof, 
for ever and ever.] Amen. 



XXXI. 



With grateful hearts, O merciful Father, we acknow* 
ledge thy goodness, in having protected us from day to 
day, and kept us in a disposition to depend upon, desire, 
and supplicate, thy continued guidance and blessing. It 
is of thy mercy that we are sensible of thy past and pre- 
sent goodness, and that we are able and willing, with 
humble confidence, to commit the future to thy all-wise 
disposal. Enable us, in all our intercourse with the world, 
to walk in the path of thy commandments ; and encourage 
us to go forward therein with steadiness and fidelity, by 
an inward experience of present peace, and a well grounded 
hope and prospect of eternal felicity. Under all difficulties 
may we remember, and thankftdly avail ourselves of thy 
promise, '* I will instruct thee ; I will teach thee in the 
way which thou shalt go ; mine eye shall be upon thee." 
Guard us against our besetting sins, and the assaults of 
our spiritual enemies. Enable us to maintain a dose com* 
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munion with angels, by heavenly-mindedness and purity. 
Give us diligence and integrity in the perfonnance of our 
duties, and animate out hearts with charity towards all our 
fellow-creatureSy that in all things we may do unto them, 
as we would ourselves desire that they should do unto us. 
Enable us to set thee alway before us ; to act as in thy 
sight ; and to shun all evO because it is sin against thee, 
liay our faith in thee be a sincere and entire acceptance 
of thee, in every relation in which thou art revealed to us, 
as our Teacher, Lawgiver, and King, our Saviour and our 
Judge ; and let our acceptance of thee be not in part only, 
but total and unreserved, — not that of the understanding 
and memory only, but also of the will and affections, and 
thus of our whole united powers of willing, feeling, enjoy* 
ing, and acting. Suffer us not to love any object or thing 
whatever in preference to thyself. Enable us to regard 
the precepts of thy love and wisdom above all things, and 
to cause every desire and thought to bow down, and to be 
submissive, to the voice of thy Word. Suffer us not to 
fall into any degree of self-worship, by cherishing an inor- 
dinate affection for any outward object, or selfish purpose ; 
or by indulging self-estimation on account of any contriv- 
ance or discovery of our own ; or by thinking, even for a 
moment, that any thing in our minds or lives, which is 
really true or good, is self-derived, or procured by our own 
proper power. Enable us to adore thee as the giver of all 
good, and to acknowledge that merit and praise are thine 
alone. [Inspire us with a deep reverence for thy Holy 
Word ; suffer us not to think or speak lightly or irrever- 
ently of any thing that is contained therein, or to use any 
of its language or expressions in common or idle discourse. 
Enable us to remember, that thy Word is the habitation of 
thine infinite wisdom, and the appointed mediuxci'^W.^'^ 
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tbou art present with angels and men, uniting them in 
holy and heavenly communion, and at the same time ad-* 
mitting them to a blessed conjimction with thyself. Give 
us diligence in drawing divine knowledge from this inex- 
haustible fountain, and from every other stream which is 
replenished and fed by those living waters that go forth 
from thine eternal throne. Enable us to watch, and to try 
all our thoughts and conduct by the standard of divine 
truth. Give us a truly devout spirit, and incline us to an 
earnest, and a continual lifting up of the heart unto thee. 
Let such thoughts as thou art present in, and such as flow 
in from heaven, and refer to thy kingdom, be ever sweet 
and delightful to us ; and may we discover by watchful- 
ness, and reject by thy grace, all such as enter from hell. 
Enable us to fight against the adversaries of our souls, and 
to reject all their deceitful influences upon our minds, and 
to give thee all the glory of our victory, together with all 
the merit of those good dispositions, and all the praise of 
that inward peace, which are the fruits of the Christian 
conquest. Power belongeth unto thee, O Lord, alone, and 
from thee alone do thy children continually receive it, 
through the influences of thy Holy Spirit. Thou art the 
Father of all good within us. May we honour thee in that 
relation with filial duty and affection. May we likewise 
reverence all those divine truths which constitute thy 
church, and by which spiritual children are bom of thee 
into thy heavenly kingdom. May we diligently endeavour 
to advance the interests of thy kingdom in the world, both 
in promoting goodness in our fellow-creatures by our own 
pure and upright example, and in propagating the know- 
ledge of thy truth by every judicious and effectual means 
in our power.] So may we be useful, and prove a bless- 
ingm oviT day, to thy glory, and our own everlasting good. 



PRAYERS. Ill 

Grant our imperfect prayers, O Lord Jesus Christ, for thine 
own name and mercy's sake. Amen. 



XXXIL 

O Lord, our bounteous Benefactor, we desire most 
gratefully to confess, that new mercies continually demand 
a renewal of our praise, and the expression of our increas- 
ing obligations to thy unbounded goodness. Thou hast 
been gracious to thy servants, thou has supplied all our 
wants, thou has guarded us against all dangers, thou hast 
caused thine angels to encompass us, and hast preserved 
us from the malice of infernal spirits. We pray that as 
our knowledge of thy goodness increases, our love to thee 
may increase likewise ; and that we may shew forth our 
thankfulness, not only in words, but in the actions of our 
lives. We pray that we may be found increasingly dili- 
gent in making a suitable return to thy love, by co-operat- 
ing with thee for the accomplishment of its design, even 
that gracious design which thou hadst in view in giving 
unto us righteous laws, the preparation of our souls, by 
the due observance of them, for the kingdom of heaven. 
Pardon, O Lord, that which thou hast seen amiss in our 
conduct, in time past. Shew us our errors and our evils, 
that we may turn from them with abhorrence, and shun 
them with diligence, that no obstacle may exist to our fu* 
ture communion and conjunction with thee. Let us hence- 
forth be as obedient children, not fashioning ourselves 
according to the low desires that appertained to our former 
state of ignorance. Let us never forget the gracious offer 
of thy covenant when thou saidst, " If ye keep my com- 
mandmentSi ye shall abide in my love." And Q tW. ^^ 
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may so faitlifully observe thy covenant as to enter into life^ 
and abide in thy love, for ever and ever. Guard us against 
all those hindrances to our reception of thy love which 
arise from the evils opposite to charity. Preserve us from 
all approaches to anger, hatred, revenge, contempt, envy, 
•vil-speaking, particularly in respect to those who hava 
offended, or still desire to injure us. Enable us to watch 
against every feeling of aversion, coldness, or indifference, 
to the genuine principles of goodness and truth; lest be^ 
coming regardless of them, we should neglect the life thai 
they require, and pass over to that which is opposite,—* 
the life of evil and the false. [Preserve us from all un- 
holy desires and thoughts pertaining to the flesh. Let us 
not witness any infractions of what is pure and decent 
without feelings of indignation, tempered with sorrow and 
pity. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of our 
mouth ; but that which is good, and which tends to the 
use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearer. 
Let us not defile the sacred truths of our religion by hold- 
ing them in unrighteousness, or by connecting them witb 
low and selfish affections, as the love of power, influence, 
or praise. O let us not be found amongst those who say 
unto thee " Lord, Lord," but do not the things whidi 
thou sayest. Dispose us to render unto all their due, 
whether of worldly benefit or consideration, or of affectioii 
and respect on account of their virtues or talents. Give 
us a spirit of liberality and candour towards those who 
differ with us in sentiment, and of compassion towards 
those who differ from us in conduct ; and enable us to re- 
gard them as we have reason to believe they are regarded 
by thee, and with sentiments corresponding with thy un- 
bounded love and unerring wisdom. Let us be unwillii^ 
to pass judgment upon any one, knowing that to his own 
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master lie standeih or falleth. Grant that we may ever 
maintain sincerity and disinterestedness in all our dealings, 
and in all our connections with our feUow-men ; and re- 
gard our neighbour's prosperity and well-being as our 
own, so far as consists with prudence and just judgment. 
Keep our tongues from evO, and our lips from speaking 
goile. Help us to depart from evil, and to do good ; to 
seek peace, and to pursue it. Incline us to be tender 
towards our neighbour's character ; and never to speak to 
his disadvantage except from conscientious considerations, 
and never but under a reasonable and well-grounded con- 
viction of the truth of our testimony. Suffer us not to 
bear false witness against the purity of our religious faith, 
and the heavenly tendency of the doctrines of our church, by 
any words or deeds unbecoming our profession, or calcu- 
lated to detract from the honour that is due to the goods 
and truths of heaven, of which thy living church is con- 
stituted* Teach us to abstain from all acts that even in 
appearance only are evil, lest our good should be evil 
qpoken of, to the injury of thy holy cause. Let our 
moderation be known unto all men, that thy name may 
be. glorified. Grant unto us a right understanding of the 
laws and dictates of charity ; and let our every desire and 
fhonght be brought into subjection to them. Make us 
contented with such things as we have, and grateful to 
thee the Giver. Let us not desire inordinately any thing 
which is for the gratification of the love of self and of the 
world, but be jealous of every desire that is not im- 
mediately produced by, or clearly under the government of, 
the love of thyself, and of our neighbour.] tSAj we 
abstain from evils of all kinds, because they are sins; 
love what is good and true for its own sake ; and improve 
all opportunities of doing good. May wq t\i\)A "^^t^^^ V^^ 
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we are thy true disciples, bearing thine image and lik^ess, 
and giving unto thee the glory thereof. Guard us, we be^ 
seech thee, fixmi harm, by day and by night ; and every day 
that our existence is prolonged in this world, may we be- 
come more diUgent and faithful servants of thine than we 
have been in the days which are past. May we so live 
unto thee, that when the period shall arrive for our re- 
moval into eternity, we may find peace in death, and ex* 
perience a joyful hope of everlasting life. Amen. 



XXXIII. 

Most blessed and adorable Lord God our Saviour, who 
in glorious majesty unspeakable dwellest above the heavens ; 
before whom all nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust of the balance, and even the 
great universe itself is as nothing 1 we bow down before 
thee, and thankfully acknowledge thy loving kindness and 
tender mercy, in having permitted, and even commanded 
us, who are but as dust and ashes before thee, to address 
thee as Our Father. Pour into our hearts and minds, 
Lord, such a portion of thy Holy Spirit, as may enable us 
to see, and to feel, that thou art indeed our Heavenly 
Father. Eecall to our minds thy great and wondrous 
mercies, as our Creator, Eedeemer, and Eegeneraftor. Bbp 
liven our cold affections by the remembrance of thy tender 
love, and enable us, as thy grateful children, to love thep 
as our heavenly and all-merciful Father. Let love and 
charity, derived from thy love divine, be the governing 
principle of our minds, and the spring of all our thoughts^ 
our words, and our actions. Then shaU we render. imt6 
tbee acceptable worship» and hallow and adore thy ho^ 
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name, not only with our lips, but in our hearts and lives. 
[And, O heavenly Father 1 fill us more especially with 
love and gratitude, in the contemplation of that endearing 
name by which we are permitted to address thee in thy 
glorified Humanity,— -the name of Jesus Christ ; a name 
which presents thee to our view as at once our Saviour 
and our King ;-— a name whose wondrous import, whose 
immortal glories, can never be exhausted, but in eternally 
increaaing brightness, will be revealed more and more fully 
to those whose hearts are prepared by heavenly love, 
for the reception of heavenly wisdom. O Lord God of 
hosts, thou art indeed our heavenly King ; the rightful 
Sovereign of our hearts, our understandings, and ^ our 
powers of action. May we ever yield unto thee the 
homage of a devoted and a sincere heart May our re- 
ligicm be pure and undefiled before thee, our God and 
Father-— « religion which delights to minister to the 
afflicted and the helpless, and which keeps imspotted from 
the. world. Through thy Spirit may we purify our souls 
in obeying the truth, unto unfeigned love, loving one 
another with a pure heart fervently. Having obeyed thy 
command to ** cease to do evil," let us further obey thy 
command to "learn to do well." Guide us to a right 
knowledge of what is moral, in our relation to man ; and 
what is good, in our relation to thee. Let our moral studies 
be animated by a sense of duty, and be crowned with ever 
increasing improvement and delight; that having effec- 
tually learned to do well, we may become examples of well- 
doing. Li the spirit of love to thee, and of charity 
towards all mankind as brethren, — as children of one com- 
mon Father,— may we constantly endeavour to learn thy 
will, and to become acquainted with the laws of thy king- 
dom. May we find an increasing delight in k»x:<Qi\!i% 
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those laws in tliy Word of Truth; may we seek to know 
them for no other end than to obey them, and to become 
good subjects of thy kingdom on earth, and hereafter, in 
the heavens.] Give unto us the wisdom that cometh fictmi 
above,— the wisdom that is pure, peaceable, gentle, ac- 
cessible, fall of mercy and good fruits, impartial, and with- 
out guile. Enlighten our minds rightly to understand tiiy 
Word. Open our eyes to behold wondrous things out ol 
thy law. Enable us also to remember, that if we know 
the things relating to thy mind and will, we can only 
enter into the true blessedness of knowing them, in pro- 
portion as we do them, by ceasing to do our o¥ni wills, 
and to seek our own pleasure; md by receiving with 
gratitude, and obeying with humility, the revelation of thy 
will and wisdom. But let us not be content, O Lord, to 
obey thy laws from the merely external motives of hope and 
fear,— because heaven is the promised reward of goodness, 
and hell the punishment of evil. Much less would we be 
actuated in our moral conduct by a selfish regard to 
worldly profit or reputation. Enable us, most blessed 
Saviour, to act from the heavenly principle of charity, from 
a pure love to thyself, and thy divine perfections, thine 
essential love and essential wisdom ; and from a regard to 
that divine order, which, for the happiness of thy creatures, 
thy love and wisdom has established. O may we abooant 
it our highest privilege to resemble thee, by being service- 
able one to another. And that we may give up our own 
wills in entire subjection to thy will, enable us to see <xir 
own nothingness and vanity, that ceasing from all de- 
pendance on ourselves, we may place our whole trust md 
confidence in thee. So shall we be replenished wiih..yiy 
Spirit, and be led onward from state to state, imtil wq ^re 
rendered fully meet for thy presence in heaven. Amen.^ 
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uj QLOKD Jesus Ghbist, thou art our heavenly Father; 
■'4j^ all-merciful, and all-wise preserver; our all-sufficient, 
and almighty Saviour : thou lort the Life and the Truth ; 
thou art the Bread of life that cometh down from heaven. 
•|Thou alone knowest our necessities, both natural and 
Bj^tual, and we thankfully acknowledge, that thou be- 
t^west upon us bountifully those things which are desir- 
V able to the body, so far as thou seest to be consistent with 
diir advancement in the heavenly life. Enable us to regu- 
4t&b our desires according to thy gracious Intentions for 
our good, and to cast ourselves unreservedly upon thy 
jnrovidential care. And if thy wisdom should see good to 
permit us to be afflicted ; if it be needful in order to our 
^(^^eneralion, that our bodies should su£fier pain, or our 
■affkirB become unprosperous ; enable us to bow down be- 
•foie thee with resignation ; and may it be our anxious en- 
^Mivoar to improve thy blessed example, in learning obe- 
dience by the things which we suffer. Give unto us a deep 
^'^lonviction, that thy mercy is over all thy works, and is 
'Ike moving cause of all thy providences.] We earnestly 
beseech thee continually to bestow upon us that divine 
-sustenance which thou hast provided for our souls, and 
•^without which we must eternally 'perish. Feed us with 
->Ae goods of thy divine love, and the truths of thy divine 
- Wisdom. Enlighten our understandings into all useful 
'»lm6wledge, that we may be able to perform wisely and 
•prudently our spiritual, moral, domestic, social, and civil 
'duties. And in all our doings let us not confide in our 
'Cfwn prudence or integrity, but humbly look to thy Divine 
-wisdom for guidance, and to the blessed influence of thy 
Divine love, in controlling and rectifying o\a "vnSi^. ^^^c^ 
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der all the flactuations of our affairs, and in every change 
in the state of our minds, be pleased to be present with 
us, and bring us into that -state which is the end designed 
in all thy dispensations,— a state of deep humiliation and 
self-abasement ; a state of yielding gentleness, and child- 
like dependanoe upon thee. Let us feel that thy chasten* 
ing is for our profit; intended to make uis partaters of thy 
holiness, and to bring to us in the end, the peaceable fhuts 
of righteousness. Increase in us, O Lord, an earnest de* 
sire for the spiritual supports and blessings for which we 
pray ; and give us to fed our need of them, by the remem- 
brance of our manifold sins and infirmities. We acknow- 
ledge that, of ourselves, we are altogether evil: we are 
prone to all manner of sin; and we have followed too fre- 
quently the devices and desires of our own evil hearts, and 
have Imowingly transgressed against thy holy laws. But 
merciful Saviour, we have hope in thy promised meroy* 
and would gratefully accept the terms of thy salvation. 
Thou hast promised to remove the evils of our hearts if 
we inwardly shun them, and abstain from doing them be- 
cause they are sins against thee. Help us, O Lord, so to 
do, and in all things to be faithful to thy covenant. Hdp 
us to search into the depths of JOur hearts, by a faithM 
self-examination. Help us so to watch, that the foes of 
our own household prevail not against us. Deliver us 
from self-love and the love of the world, in all their in« 
femal forms. Deliver us from every approach to simula- 
tion, hypocrisy, and deceit; from pride and self-intdli- 
gence ; from uncharitableness, censoriousness, revenge, and 
malice ; from an inordinate love of worldly pleasure, pro- 
fit, or reputation ; from all distrust of thy good Providence, 
and needless anxiety for the future ; and from all impurity 
of affection and thought. [But we know from thv divine 
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Wordf and also by our own painfid experience, that we 
oan only be delivered from tbe evils of our hearts by en- 
, daring temptations. We know that infernal spirits can 
:only be dispossessed of their strong holds in our corrupt 
nature, by being permitted to assault our good affections, 
that in thy strength they may be resisted and overcome; 
asid by thy power be removed and cast down. Help us 
then, O Lord, to endure temptations as the indispensable 
means of our purification ; and when the fearful trial is 
upon us, may we be able to bear it patiently ; to be well- 
minded to our accusers ; to be of good courage, and to 
put our trust in thee. And having through thy strength 
prevailed, and by thy aknighty arm obtained deliverance 
±rom evil, may we give thee all the glory ; for thou only, 
O Lord our Gkxl and Saviour, art able to redeem thy crea- 
tures horn all iniquity, and to save thy people from their 
fiina.] From thee alone is all the good of love, and all 
the truth of wisdom, and all the ability and power thereto 
•belonging. Thou art the only source of life, of purity, 
and of blessedness ; and to thee alone be ascribed all gloiy, 
honour, might, majesty, and dominion, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



XXXV. 

Mebcifdl Lord God, thou hast made man for thyself; 
and thou hast so wonderfully formed and constituted his 
mind, that he can never be acquainted with true peace 
imtil thou art become his satisfying portion, and the pri- 
maiy source of his happiness. It is only in thee that our 
souls can find true and lasting repose. It is only under 
thy gracious influence and direction, that our conflicting 

I 
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desires can be hannonized, and our labouring souls be 
made to experience the blessings of heavenly rest. [All 
thy gracious commands laid upon us in thy Holy Word 
are laws of love and mercy. They are holy, just, and 
good. Of every one of them thou mayest truly dedare^ 
"These things have I spoken unto you that my joy miglS 
remain in you, and that your joy might be fidl." Trufy 
all our best joys are vanity and emptiness until they are 
filled with thy joy, even a supreme delight in goodneds^ 
mercy, and purity. And yet how prone we are, even when 
possessed of this salutary knowledge, to think and act as 
if the world were our supreme good, and as if it were abhi 
to satisfy our immortal appetites, and to yield us unfading 
gratification* How often have we forsaken thee, the Fouur 
tain of living waters, to hew to ourselves broken cistem^ 
that can hold no water ! We have disquieted ourselves ia 
vain, by foolishly seeking the precious treasure of peace 
and happiness even where we knew that it could not be 
found. O when shall we be admonished by the bitter 
fruit of our vain devices, no longer to seek our portion in. 
this life I When shall our awakened souls cry out under' 
the experience of their disappointed expectations,* '* And 
now Lord what wait I for, — my hope is in thee." For- 
give us, Lord, our wilful blindness, and the coldness of 
our love to thee, and to the good which is from thee* 
Moderate our desires for inferior goods, so that we may 
covet earnestly the best gifts, and esteem godliness witii 
contentment our greatest gain. Teach us to account lA 
things as refuse in comparison with thee ; so that thoa 
mayest be the strength of our hearts, and our portion for 
ever. Shew us so much of the excellences of thy natofe^ 
and the glory of the things which shall be revealed in thj 
presence, that our affections may become relatively dead to . 
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Haere woridly endd and objects. May We remember, that 
tmless we toke up our cross and follow thee, we are not 
^rarthy of thee ; and may we therefore regard the world 
M^ crucified to us, and ourselves as crucified to the world. 
Give unto us a deep sense of thy holy example upon earth. 
Biuxmrage us to gird up the loins of our mind, and eam- 
eitty to pursue the course which thou hast marked out for 
ufti looking unto thee, the Author and Finisher of our faith^ 
our hope, and our salvation, who for the joy that was set 
before thee,-^he joy of emancipating mankind from in- 
Ibmal thraldom,— endured the cross, despising the shame. 
Baiae our affections to their only worthy objects. Let us 
not debase our exalted faculties, by immersing them in the 
dnat of selfish and worldly objects, pursuits, and gratifica- 
ti<m8. Let us be more anxious to use this world than 
sdfishly to enjoy it ; and so to use it, that in the largest 
degtee we may promote thy glory, by promoting the real 
happiness of our fellow-creatures, j Thou knowest all our 
firdlties and infirmities, our evil propensities, and that 
particular evil which doth most frequently assail us ; and 
&oa art our strength and our defence under all our tempt- 
ations, yea, our God is the rock of our refuge. If thou 
tqphold us, we are safe, and we shall have respect to thy 
statotes continually. As the events of life in which we' 
are oonoemed fluctuate, guide us accordingly, we pray 
thee, with the eye of thy divine wisdom. As true fol- 
lowers of thee, may we know how to be brought low, and 
how to be exalted; how to abound, and how to suffer 
need. Help us to meet all occurrences in a becoming 
temper, and to regard them with becoming views, knowing 
that we can do all things, Lord Jesus Christ, through 
thee strengthening us. Although thou hast made our 
mountain to stand strong, let us not ^a'j ** l^^^s.^^^ 



122 PBATEBS. 

be moved," lest self-confidence slionld deprive us of our 
strength in the day of the stonny wind and tempest, when 
the waterfloods threaten to overflow us. Take away the 
snare of worldly prosperity, by inspiring us with a prevails 
ing love of usefulness, that we may love no worldly goods 
for their own sake, but love the uses of them for thy sake. 
O let us guard against having our portion in this life ; and 
let us not pursue any outward good as an end, seeing thoa 
dost intend that all temporal things should be regarded 
merely as instrumental means to a higher, even to an 
eternal end. May we contemplate with salutary fear that 
state of infatuation which exists when, through the abuse 
of outward abundance, leanness entereth into the soul. 
May this world's goods be reconciled with those of the 
world to come, by the latter always maintaining the diief 
place in our regard. Should outward adversity befal us^ 
enable us to cast all our care upon thee, trusting that thoa 
wilt bless the labour of our hands ; and give unto us for 
our encouragement, a double portion of the bread of life. 
Let not murmuring, and above all despair, overtake us, 
lest with the loss of this world's goods, we should also 
incur the loss of our spiritual liberty, and hide from our- 
selves the light of thy-countenance. May all evrats, and 
all changes of state, work together to bind our souls more 
dosely to thee, in bands which shall never be broken, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



XXXVI. 

Gbacious and merciful Lord Grod, our only Bedeemor 
and Saviour, when we reflect on thy dealings with us, we 
perceive that thou hast fulfilled in ud thy promise^ to 



PSATSB8. 128 

Uring the blind by a way which they knew not, to lead 
them in paths they have not known, and to make darkness 
light before them. Thou hast indeed brought us from 
thidc darkness into thy maryeUoos light. Thou hast trans* 
lated us from the power of Satan into thine own blessed 
kingdom, over which thou rulest as the prince of peace, in 
thy Divine Humanity. In the days of our spiritual blind- 
ness, we thought that we were rich, and increased with 
goods, and had need of nothing ; but thy mwcy revealed 
to us our true condition, and gave unto us to see that by 
nitaxe, we are miserable, and wretched, and poor, and 
bUnd, and naked. At thy gracious invitation we came 
imto thee, and thou hast been our all-sufficient Bedeemer 
and Saviour, so that we are enabled thankfully to exclaim. 
Blessed be the Lord who daily loadeth us with benefits, 
even the €rod of our salvation. Of a truth, our God is 
the Qod <d salvation, and unto God the Lord belong the 
issues from death. We were ignorant, and yet confident; 
wie were vile, and yet arrogant; erring and frail, and yet 
wunexeiful 1 Thou hast taught us to learn of thee. May 
«e become so truly thy disciples, as continually to im- 
prove from thy example, by advancing in meekness and 
lowliness of heart Strengthen, O Lord, the work which 
thou hast wrought in us, and bring thy merciful designs 
to a full and blessed accomplishment. [Though our sins be 
as scarlet, thou canst make them white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, thou canst make them as wool. 
Though we have lain amongst the seething vessels of the 
ahar, thou canst make us as the wings of a dove, covered 
with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold. When we 
lemember what great things thou hast done for us, our 
hearts ar^ filled with joy ; but when we also remember 
liow little improvement we have made of tlqf mer<»fia^^^ 
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joy is succeeeded by mouniing. But even tben thou bcwt 
provided consolation for us by saying, *' Blessed are th^y 
that mourn, for they shall be comforted.'* May we so 
mourn for our sins— by utteriy forsaking them,— that thou 
mayest abundantly bestow upon us the joys of thy salva- 
tion. All that thou hast done for us, is but a pledge of 
that of which thou art still willing to do. When we re- 
member that thou our Creator, in order to become our 
Bedeemer, didst assume our nature by actual incarnation; 
that the Father was brought forth to view as the Son, and 
thus the Son of Gk)d was manifested to destrov the works 
of the devil ; when we remember, that having finally van- 
quished the powers of darkness in thy last temptation and 
victory on the cross, thou didst rise again as to thy 
Humanity, fiilly glorified ; . when we remember, that thou 
didst ascend on high, after thou hadst led captivity captive, 
and hadst received into thy Humanity the fulness of the 
Godhead, that the same might be dispensed to mankind by 
thy proceeding Spirit, in gifts of wisdom, righteousness^ 
sanctification, and redemption, to the end that the Lord 
God might dwell among them ; when we remember these 
things, our minds are filled with astonishment at thy 
adorable mercy and condescension, and our hearts are 
moved to exclaim with lively gratitude, " Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed ids 
people ; and blessed be his holy name for ever and ever t^ 
We approach thy Divine Humanity, by which alone we 
can approach the in-dwelling Father, and say, O loftd 
Jesus Christ, thou hast the keys of hell and of death; 
thou didst bear our griefs and carry our sorrows ; thoti 
hast wrought eternal redemption for us. When thou 
lookedst down from the height of thy sanctuary, thoo 
saweat that among the children of men there was none thai 
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did good, no not one ; thou sawest tliat in the flesh of 
man, there dwelt not any good thing, therefore didst thou 
thyself take part of the same by actual incarnation, and 
wast in all things made like unto thy fallen creatures, that 
as the Word made flesh, thou mightest condemn the 
knotions of sin in the flesh, and destroy the tyranny of the 
devi]» who through hereditary evil therein, had usurped 
the power of inflicting spiritual death. Thou wast temp« 
ted in all points as we are ; and by overcoming in tempta- 
tion, thou didst perfect and glorify thy Humanity, thus 
restoring, in thine own Person, the lowest part of our 
nature to a state of agreement and reconciliation, with the 
perfections of thy Supreme Divinity. Therefore shall our 
^es be ever unto thee, and unto thee only, O Lord our 
life» our strength, and our Bedeemer. Thou hast all 
power in heaven and on earth. O that we may know thee 
by partaking of thy sufi^eriuga and temptations, for thus 
only can we experience the power of thy resurrection.] 
Baise us out of the grave of our fallen nature ; and help us 
to walk with thee in newness of life. Be thou exalted 
within us, O Lord, and there reign until all thine enemies 
(all under thy feet» So shall we patiently wait our ap- 
pointed time until our change come, knowing that, 
although our earthly house be dissolved, we have within us 
a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
In the heavens. Thou also wilt be with us during the re- 
mainder of our stay upon earth, in an inward conscious- 
ness of heavenly hope, peace, and joy. Though we walk 
in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive us ; against the 
wrath of our enemies thou wilt stretch forth thy hand, and 
thy right hand will save us. Thou wilt perform all things 
for us ; thou wilt perfect that which concerueth us ; thy 
mercy endureth for ever$ thou wilt not foi^^V^ MXi^^^^V 
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of thine own hands. No place can be desolate were thou 
art present ; no afflictions can overwhelm, while thou art 
onr Comforter. O Lord, our God and Saviour, whom 
have we in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth 
that we desire beside thee. O what love is this, that our 
souls should be the habitation of the King of glory ; and 
even our bodies, the temple of thy Holy Spirit I May the 
grand designs of thy love be so. fulfilled in us, that we may 
abide in thy immediate presence in heaven, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



xxxvn. 

O Lord, thou hast made us, and fashioned us; thou 
boldest our souls in life ; and givest unto us every good, 
both spiritual and temporal, by which our lives are ren- 
dered a blessing and a comfort to us, both for time, and 
for eternity. [Thou hast formed us for thyself, that we 
should live to thy glory, assisted by thy all-suffldent 
grace, and encouraged by thy inexhaustible bounty. But 
although thou art never unmindful of us, how prone are 
we to forget thee 1 Thou weariest not in doing good to 
thy creatures, but how soon do we become weary of thy 
service, neglecting thy work, disobeying thy Word, and 
wandering after bur own foolish and hurtful desires, even 
in such ways as thy holy laws, and our own consdenoes, 
entirely disallow and condemn. Nevertheless, O Lord, 
thou knowest that the desire of our souls is to thy namei 
and to the remembrance of thee. Thou knowest that the 
spirit is willing although the flesh is weak. Our eyes ars 
toward thee, and all our expectation is from thee ; and 
still we wait, in humble dependance upon thee» until then 
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liave mercy upon nsl Have merey upon us, O Lord, ac- 
cording to thine unerring knowledge of our necessities, the 
inexhaustible riches of thy grace, and the multitude of thy 
merdes. Thou hast abundantly replenished our minds 
with the true principle of thy doctrine; let us not be 
contented to abide in these first elements of our religion, 
but urge us to go on to perfection. And as we pro^ 
oeed on our way, deeply impress us with our obligation 
to follow thee, and to hold fast our profession without 
wavering. Bemind us that he who looketh back after he 
has put his hand to the gospel plough, is not fit for the 
kingdom of Grod. And while we pray to be interiorly en- 
lightened; to be permitted to taste of the heavenly 
gift bestowed upon thy true children ; to be made 
partakers of thy Holy Spirit by regeneration; to taste 
the interior sweetness of thy Holy Word ; and to ex- 
perience the powers of the world to come ; — while we 8up« 
plicate to be thus highly advanced in the spiritual life, do 
thou, O Lord, solemnly admonish us, that it is impossible 
to renew those unto repentance who fall away after at- 
taining to such exalted privileges, because they have 
made void all the means of salvation, and have spiritually 
crucified the Lord afresh, and put him to open shame. 
Draw out our hearts towards thee, and fix them entirely 
upon thee. For thou, O Lord, art the most high and 
odghty, the only wise, and holy, just and good. Thou 
art, thou wast, and for ever wilt be, unspeakably blessed 
and glorious, above all that we are able to express or con- 
ceive. Thou dost not need the services of men or angels ; 
nor could the adoration of all on earth and in the heavens, 
make the least addition to thy glory or thy bliss. It is in 
lindness and tender love that thou art pleased to lay thy 
commands upon us, to wait upon tb^ in \.\)k!^ ^thSs^i^ ^ 
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worsliip. Although thou art so high, thou humblest thy- 
self to behold the things that are in heaven and upon 
the earth.] How wonderful is thy condescension to thy firail 
and sinful creatures ! Thou canst not at all need us, nor 
any thing of ours, but thou knowest we stand in need of 
thee. Thou knowest that we need thy mercy and forgive- 
ness; thy grace and guidance; thy help and blessing. 
Thou knowest that, without thee, we cannot escape miseiy 
in this life, nor everlasting woie in that which is to come. 
Therefore hast thou invited us to come unto thee. We 
come, O Lord, at thy gracious invitation. We come that 
we may escape the snares of death which thy Word has 
laid open to our view ; we come that we may have life, 
and that we may have it more abundantly. O let us not 
set up our rest on earth, nor regard this world as our 
home. Let us not flatter ourselves with the sure enjoy- 
ment of outward things which perish even in the using. 
Teach us to live in the expectation of our great change, 
and in the daily serious preparation for it, by cultivating 
the growth of those graces, and diligently practising those 
duties, which in life, and in death, shall make us entirely 
thine. O that it may be our life— -our constant desire and 
endeavour, — to live in thee, and to thee, and from thee. 
Then shall it be our immortal gain to die in thee, for 
blessed are the dead that die in the Lord 1 Let us in all 
things break our covenant with death, aud disannul oux 
agreement with hell. Graciously form our hearts to the 
true fear and love of thee, and establish our goings in 
thy holy ways. Bring all such serious considerations 
home to us as thou knowest will most effectually prevail 
with us, to bend us to thy will, guard us from iniquity, and 
keep us within the bounds of duty. Sanctify us by 
means of all circumstances, aud in all thy dealing with 
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nSy in all our changes of state, whether of light or dark- 
ness, of depression or elevation, until thou seest we are 
meet for thy kingdom of glory. Be with us to guide us, 
and to bless us, in all our undertakings, conditions, enjoy- 
medts, and relations. Keep us humble in prosperity; 
and content in thee, even in adversity. May the trials of 
our faith increase our patience ; and may patience have its 
perfect work in us, that our Christian character may be 
entire, wanting nothing. In all states and circumstances, 
preserve in us, and help us to cherish and maintain, a 
supreme Iregard to our eternal interests, and to follow after 
those things only at the present moment which shall bring 
us peace and comfort at the last I We commit ourselves 
to tky gracious' guidance and government, beseeching thee 
contibually to lead us with thy counsel, and afterwards 
to receive us into glory. Amen. 



XXXVIII. 

O LovD Jesus Christ, thou art the Light of the world 1 
Thou art the inexhaustible source of spiritual love, and 
genuine righteousness. Thou art glorious in holiness, to 
be venerated in praises, doing wonders of mercy, long- 
suffering, and tender pity. Thou hast provided all things 
abundantly for our growth in heavenly affection, and our 
final attainment of life and blessedness everlasting. But 
when we look up to thee, the great and wise, the just and 
holy ; when we look at thy perfect law, which in every 
page proclaims, " Be ye perfect, as your Father in heaven 
is pdifect ;" " Be ye merciful, as your Father in heaven is 
merdAil ;" when we see what we ought to be, and what 
manner of persons we might be ; and wben ^^ i^^<^^\* ^\i 
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the state of our hearts and lives, and perceive what we 
are; how much we are wanting in our duty, and how 
mueh our conduct is at variance with thy precepts : when, 
also, we remember our covenant with thee, and that we 
ought, in agreement with it, to keep our hearts diligently, 
and order our conversation continually, according to thy 
holy laws; we are humbled in our own sight, and are 
driven to thy feet to take refuge in thy unbounded mercy, 
and unfailing compassion. [How much of our precious 
time have we lost in trifling occupations and worthless 
activities ! although we knew that our time was given unto 
us only for our use, in preparing ourselves for eternity. 
How many are the opportunities of improvement we have 
neglected, and how great are the mercies we have abused ! 
We have disregarded the warnings of thy Spirit, the calls 
of thy Providence, and the offers and invitations of thy 
Word. How little awe have we felt for thy adorable 
majesty, but how much have we stood in fear of men, 
bowing down ourselves to the decrees of worldly pride, 
fashion, and custom, and fearing to offend our poor fellow- 
creatures more than to offend thee, the sole proprietor of 
heaven and earth ! And yet how forcible are the warnings 
in thy Word, in which thou hast appealed to our reason 
and conscience against the folly of neglecting our means 
of improvement, and hast mercifully set forth the unhappy 
consequences of not applying our talents to their intended 
use. How earnestly hast thou called us to the heavenly 
marriage ! but we have made light of thy gracious invita- 
tion, either suffering the world's business or pleasures to 
engage all our attentions and exertions, or else preferring 
the easier growth of that natural goodness and knowledge 
which gain favour with man, to the laborious cultivation 
of that genuine spiritual goodneaa wvi IxmVV^ \<ldahL alone 
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can be accepted of thee ! Help us, O Lord, so to accuse, 
judge, and condemn ourselves, that our present humiliation 
may lead us to effectual repentance, and future amend- 
ment, so that the convictions of our consciences, the truths 
received into our understandings, and the many mercies 
recorded in our memories, may not rise up as witnesses 
against us at the last, justly condemning our unfaithful- 
ness, rebellion, and ingratitude.] O guard us in future, 
both against sins of omission and of commission ; sins of 
weakness and of wilfulness ; sins of ignorance and of pre- 
sumptuous tran^ession against light and knowledge. 
Set our past sins in order before us ; make us to know our 
transgressions; give us to feel the plague of our own 
hearts ; and may we so faithfully search and try our ways, 
that we may turn unto thee with sincere contrition, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. Let us not only 
forsake our sins in the outward commission of them, but 
also in our inward affections ; not allowing ourselves to 
indulge in any desires, feelings, or imaginations, which are 
evil in thy sight, and destructive to our eternal interests. 
May we cleanse ourselves from all filthiness, both of flesh 
and spirit,»-of action and of disposition,— endeavouring 
to perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord. In all the 
future circumstances of our lives, may our whole depend- 
ance be fixed upon thee, and our earnest hope be ever 
towards thee ; and although thou shouldest feed us with 
the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, let us 
never doubt thy fatherly intentions towards us. Bring to 
our remembrance past deliverances under past distresses, 
and as thou hast hitherto been unto us a present help in 
troublo» may we feel an assurance, that utidei ivo ^Yt^\v:ai.« 
stances thou wilt leave us or forsake us. \^e ^icwj >()a.^ft 
w^iber to turn aside the Ula whicli thieateu x\a, ot \*o Y^' 
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pare us to meet them with patience and resignation. Sup- 
port us under all our trials, and bring them to a happy 
and profitable termination. Sustain us, O Lord, that we 
sink not under our sorrows, but find eventually through 
their instrumentality, abundant spiritual improvement. 
Let our light affliction which is but for a moment, work 
out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. We would also sincerely supplicate thee, in thy 
truest mercy, to withhold from us those external goods of 
this world, which, if granted, would prove detrimental to 
our eternal well-being. O that thy continual kindness and 
mercy may draw us unto thee, and encourage us the more 
faithfully and cheerfully to serve thee. Give us hearts 
deeply sensible of thy goodness, and steadfastly purposing, 
in thy strength, to live to thy 0ory. Help us to be mind- 
ful of our vows to observe thy covenant, and to keep it 
whole and undefiled.] Let our thankfulness for thy bene- 
fits be shewn in our obedience to thy precepts ; that we 
may be found prepared to serve thee, and thank thee, 
and bless thee, in thy heavenly kingdom, for ever. Amen. 



XXXIX. 

Gbeat and gracious Lord God, all things are thine ! 
and while with all reverence we make this confession, we 
rejoice that thou desirest that every child of man should 
become thine, — thine by a peculiar possession, by living 
unto thee. O that we may thus become thine — not otoly 
by enjoying existence from thee,^but by living spiritually 
from thee, by virtue of thine image and likeness being im- 
pressed upon our souls. O that we may diligently pre- 
pare our wills and oui undetataxidinss to receive the 
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communications of tliy love and wisdom, by continually 
expelling thence, through thy gracious assistance, every 
thmg that is evil, and every thing that is false 1 Help us 
to remember, that we are indebted to thee for all things 
which we are, that are in accordance with thy will ; and 
for all things which we possess, that are real blessings to 
us, or that are capable of being made such, under the 
guidance of thy Word, and by the operation of thy Spirit. 
Thou givest unto us our time, our talents, and our opportu- 
nities, to be employed in thy service, and in promoting thy 
purposes, and especially in preparing our souls for that better 
world to which we are every day drawing nearer. Help 
us to remember, that our great business here is to prepare 
ourselves, under thy instructions, and to be prepared by 
thy sanctifying power, for thy heavenly kingdom. [O that 
thy coming to reckon with us concerning the talents en- 
trusted to our care, may not come upon us as a day un- 
looked for ! Pardon, O Lord, our past negligence in thy 
service. Help us to redeem the time that we have lost. 
Help us to improve our present enjoyments by moderation 
and thankfulness, so as to make them conducive, as far 
as possible, to our eternal advantage. Save us from being 
too much engrossed by the business, and the cares of this 
life; and especially guard us against the seductions of 
worldly distinctions and pleasures. Let not our anxieties 
for the future so add to the evils of the present, that 
through our ungrateful distrust of thy good Providence, 
the weight of our burden shall be rendered greater than 
the aid which thou hast proportioned to our day. When 
we are tempted to yield to anxious forebodings, forgetful 
of thy ceaseless love and superintending care, let thy 
gentle remonstrance be heard in our consciences, *'0 thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? " Let MiS^ xl<:^\»\^^ 
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SO little contented with the portion of worldly good which 
thy Providence allots to us, as to suffer our imaginations 
to be inflated with extravagant hopes, or to indulge in vain 
anticipations concerning the future, which may never be 
realized. Not only warn us of the folly of building upon 
so unstable a foundation as the ever changing and uncer- 
tain events of this life, but give us also a solemn sense 
that the future, both as to its evil and its good, is alto- 
gether thine; and that, beyond exercising a lawful and 
prudent provision for it, all our concern for the morrow, 
whether about its good or its evil, is sinful. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof, and equally sufficient is 
the good thereof, which thy fatherly bounty never faileth 
to bestow upon us. Let our anxiety be to avoid thy dis- 
approbation, and the eternal loss annexed to it ; and to 
secure thy favour, for in thy favour is life, even life ever- 
lasting.] O may thy Spirit of wisdom from above clearly 
shew unto us, the vast disproportion between the shortness 
of mortal life, and the endless duration of immortality; 
between the pleasures of sense which are but for a season, 
and the pleasures of the soul which are at thy right hand 
for evermore. Seeing that all our earthly estate must soon 
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought we to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness, looking for, and hasting 
to the coming of the day of the Lord ? O that when thou 
comest to reckon with us, we may be found among those 
who love thy appearing ; who have fought the good fight, 
and have finished their course, and have kept the faith, for 
whom there is laid up a crown of righteousness, which 
thou, the righteous Judge, wilt give them at that day. 
[May we, therefore, be diligent and circumspect, walking 
in thy light, and relying on thy strength. And do thou, 
O Lord, under all the changes of life, assist our judgment 
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to determine what is best, and clearly to discern that 
which makes for our true happiness, and give us faithful<» 
ness to adopt it, and resolution to pursue it. Help us to 
perceive, and also to hold in remembrance, all those 
powerful inducements presented in thy Word, which may 
serve to incite us to a greater concern for our eternal well 
being ; and to prevent us from being careful and troubled 
about many things, to the neglect of the one thing need- 
ful. Thou hast called us to everlasting life. Thou hast 
elected us to be members of thy church, in order to our 
being therein prepared by its doctrine and discipline, for 
thy presence in heaven. O that we may use diligence in 
making our calling and election sure!] May we earnestly 
endeavour to enter in at the strait gate; and carefully 
watch against every allurement to enter the broad way 
that leadeth to destruction. Let us wisely consider, that 
our state in eternity depends upon the present moment, 
and not upon any indefinite time to come ; and help us to 
remember that now is the time appointed for improvement, 
and that now is the day of salvation. Let us never trifle 
with the weighty and all important interests of our im- 
mortal spirits. While the worldly-minded are devoting all 
their zeal, and applying all their energies, to obtaii^ the 
perishing riche? of time, let us so far profit by their example 
as to imitate their diligence; let us become fervent in 
spirit, not however in pursuing those riches which make 
themselves wings and fly away, and which, at the best, 
must be left behind by death, but in pursuing those riches 
which are imperishable and eternal. [Guard us, O Lord, 
from being included in thy just, yet tender censure, that 
the children of this world are wiser in their generation 
than the children of light. But while we desire that our 
6OUI9 should be deeply interested about eternal thiiv^^^^ 
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supplicate tbee to guard our minds from being unduly, or 
too anxiously concerned about the .externals of thy church, 
and the increase of its members, knowing that thou wilt 
add all such as thou seest fit, and order all things for the best 
in the end. Keep us also from too earnest a solicitude about 
doctrinal or intellectual questions. Let our chief regard 
and attention be directed to the vital and substantial business 
of religion, and to the great and unquestionable duties and 
qualifications, which are indispensable to our fitness for thy 
presence. Let us seek in the first place thy kingdom and 
thy righteousness, by searching out in ourselves all things 
that offend; and by cherishing ^ abhorrence of, and, shun- 
ning all evils because they are sins against thee ; that so 
the great work of our regeneration may go forward unim- 
peded, until thou shalt call us to partake of the inheritance 
of the saints in light ; and to adore thee, and serve thee, in 
thy heavenly kingdom, for ever and ever.] Amen. 



XL. 

Great and holy Lord God, who in thy Pivine Humanity 
art nanied Jesus Christ, we approach unto thee to worship 
thee, and to adore thy great and holy. name. Every day's 
experience leads to the devout acknowledgment, that in all 
we purpose, think, or do, we perceive our need of thee, 
as our Preserver, Kedeemer, and Saviour. Thou only 
canst preserve our lives, and all our facultiesi mental and 
bodily ; thou only canst redeem us from the bondage of 
hell ; thou only canst save us from our sins, and all those 
evil affections and false persuasions, by which we are con- 
tinually assaulted. Thou art our life and our strength, 
our health and our joy, bur light and bur glory. Baise us, 
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we beseech thee, out of onrselyes, out of our natural self- 
hood, and let qb ever be foond in thee. Help us to 
remember thy eommand to abide in thee, even as thou 
dost abide in us ; and as thou dwellest in us by thy Spirit 
as our life, and our power, so may we abide in thee, by 
living from thee, and to thee. May we ever abide within 
the protecting sphere of thy proceeding Spirit ; and ever 
move onward to our eternal home in the stream of thy 
superintending Providence. [And as thou, O Lord, art 
our life, so may we ever look up to thee as its only sup- 
porter. Feed us with the fruit of the tree of life ; and let 
its never dying leaves be effectual for the healing of our 
souls. Let thy love and thy truth have free course in us, 
in fitting us for thine everlasting abode, by casting out all 
things that offend, and all things that are opposed to thy 
kingdom, and thy righteousness. Thou art almighty to 
jiedeem and to save. Thou givest power to the fiednt, and 
increasest strength to them that have no might. Without 
thee, we can do nothing. But although without thee, we 
..can neither will, nor think, nor do any thing good, nor 
keep ourselves from any thing that is evil; with thee, 
.and by the help of thy all sufficient grace, we can yield 
lip ourselves unto thee a willing sacrifice, and walk in all 
thy commandments blameless. Our help standeth in the 
name of the Lord who hath made heaven and earth, 
rhou art able, O Lord oiir Saviour, to keep us from 
filing, and to make us perfect in every good work, 
ooording to thy will, working in us that which is well 
leasing to thee^ through the medium of thy Divine 
umanity. But O merdful Lord, we feelj and humbly 
ofess, that we are greatly deficient in improving the 
voe thus abundantly bestowed. But thou hast en- 
raged us to come unto thee wiUi ^!^ q^\£A^^^^*^&s^» 
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we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in every time 
of need. We come unto tbee, tmsting in thy gracious 
promises, thine ahnighty power, thine infinite goodness. 
Pardon our sins, and in all time to come, let thy good 
Spirit help our infirmities, and strengthen us with might 
in the inner man, that we may be strong in the Lord and 
the power of his might, and do all things as we ought 
through thee strengthening us. Help us to remember thy 
presence, O thou all-seeing Qod ! and may we so keep a 
conscience void of offence towards Qod and man, as above 
all things to desire thy presence in us, and with us. May 
we so remember thee, and order our ways before thee, that 
it may be no ground of apprehension to us, that thou wilt 
bring every word into judgment, and every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. We confess 
that heretofore we have not been so mindfcd as we ought 
to have been of thy presence. We have forgotten that the 
eyes of the Lord are in every place ; and that all things 
are naked and open before thee. We have dealt treacher- 
ously with thee, blinding our eyes to the truth, and in- 
wardly saying, "thou, Grod, seest not!" although thy 
Word has appealed to our conscience and reason by asking 
us, " He that teacheth man knowledge shall not he know?" 
Pardon us, O Lord, and make our hearts right with thee. 
May they be soimd in thy statutes, and without guile in 
thy sight. Thou only hast wisdom ; and thy understand- 
ing is infinite.] O let thine all-seeing eye, and not the 
eye of changeful and erring man, be our guiding star, by 
which we steer our course through the ocean of life to our 
eternal home. May our life and our delight be found 
in thy favour, and not in the countenance of sinful 
man. O let us not love the world, neither the things 
that are in the world, for all that is in the world pass^h 
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away, and the lust thereof, — the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life ; but he that doeth 
the wiU of God abideth for ever 1 Let it be our study 
and our delight to please thee, and to walk before thee in 
uprightness of heart, obeying from the heart the words 
of sound doctrine we have reoeiyed, and all the holy pre- 
cepts delivered to us in thy Word of truth. Let us not 
be anxious to be highly esteemed for religion and virtue 
by man ; but chiefly solicitous to find favour in thy sight. 
Let us be jealous over our own hearts, and conscientious 
in all our thoughts, words, and ways, desiring to stand 
not in the praise of man but in the favour of God. And 
whenever the demands of our fellow-creatures are incom- 
patible with the requirements of thy Word, let us not 
hesitate to obey God rather than man ; that our faith may 
stand not in the wisdom of man, but in the power of God. 
May we so prove our own work as to have rejoicing in 
ourselves, a rejoicing in hope of the glory of God; 
a rejoicing in the testimony of a good conscience; a 
regoidng that notwithstanding our numerous errors and 
sins, we are still thy faithful and obedient servants, 
thy dutiful and affectionate children, who shall finally 
be called to do thy will, and experience thy joy, in 
the realms of purity and delight for ever and ever. Amen. 



XLI. 

Almiohtt and all-merciful Lord, thou art the great 
Sovereign of the universe ; the Maker and Governor of all 
things. But although thou art so high, yet hast thou 
respect to the lowly ; but the proud thou knowest afar off. 
Thou delightest to establish thy throne in the hearts of 
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the humble and the contrite. Thon art present by thy 
Spirit in every principle of our souls, to order thy king- 
dom within us in righteousness, in proportion as we freely 
submit ourselves to thy peaceful dominion. Thou, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, baptizest with the Holy Spirit of truth, and 
with the fire of divine love. In the furnace of temptation, 
thou dost purify thy faithful followers, who continually 
come unto thee to receive life, even the true heavenly life 
of love and wisdom. Thy Spirit alone enlighteneth to a 
right understanding of thy Word, and bringeth to our re- 
membrance those things which thou hast said therein, for 
our admonition, consolation, and encouragement, and 
which, through thy grace, we have learned, understood, 
and received into our memories. Thou only canst guard 
our souls from eveiy dangerous course, and lead us safely 
in the paths of righteousness. [Not only have we pre- 
cepts in thy Holy Word, and thine own blessed exaniple 
in the world, of the fulfilment of them ; but we have also 
the helps afforded by the example of the excellent of the 
earth. With such aids to our salvation, may ^e lay asiide 
those earthly inciunbrances which press like a weight upou 
our immortal energies, and guardiag against the sin that 
doth most easily beset us, may we run with patience the 
race that is set before us. O let us not be conformed to 
the world, nor follow the multitude to do evil ; but let us 
be followers of those who, through faith and patience, 
have inherited the promises of life and blessedness ever- 
lasting. May we so live the life of the ri^tieous, ihat we 
may die the death of the righteous 1 May we be lovers 
and imitators of the virtues of the "truly ' good, of every 
name, tod of every opinion; honouring them that fear 
thee; and esteeming those very highly for their wodi's 
sake, who zealously and wisely disseminate the truths of 
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thy Holy Word. May we strive to resemble them in 
preserving our integrity under every temptation ; in keep- 
ing ourselves unspotted from the world ; in endeavouring 
to do good in our generation; and in converting others to 
righteousness, both by precept and example, so far as we 
have opportunity. But since, in the business of the world, 
we must needs be associated also with those whose example 
is pernicious, we beseech thee, O Lord, to be oiir guide 
and our guard, and to enable us so firmly to fix our eye 
uponi thee, that no evil may be able to seduce us from the 
path of righteousness. Turn away our eyes from behold- 
ing vanity, and quicken us in thy way. Order our steps 
in thy Word, and let not any iniquity have dominion over 
us. jfay we so trqly love thy law, as to hate and abhor all 
that is opposed to it. Grant us to prefer the sincere 
friend who is faithful to reprove, to the insidious flatterer, 
whooe. words are softer than oil, and yet are as drawn 
swords. Let our minds be open to conviction ; let us be 
able to bear reproof with meekness ; and let no man be 
accounted our enemy because he tells us the truth. Open 
our ears to receive wholesome counsel; but dose them 
against the seductive influences of praise. When honour 
18 conferred upon us, remind us to transfer it to thee, to 
whom alone, all honour is due. O that we may continually 
experience the evidences of the promised operation of thy 
Holy Spirit. May we be convinced of sin, of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment. May we be shewn things to 
oome. .May our understandmgs be so elevated above 
our natural wills, that states of holiness to come may be 
revealed to our perception, and thus presented for our 
fixture attainment. May every thing in us that receives 
thee not, and resists thy authority, be successively brought 
to our view« in order to its being utteiV^ ca^sX dk^HTOi^ %sA 
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ttiajr the righteous principle wliicTi is opposed thereto, be 
manifested to our interior perception as a blessed state to 
come, a state to be realized through thy effectual grace, 
because thou hast united Divinity with Humanity in thine 
own Person. May the contemplation of the sin to be re- 
jected, and the righteousness to be received, be ever asso- 
ciated in our minds with the solemn remembrance of a 
judgment to come, when thou wilt bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and make manifest the secret 
counsels of the heart ; and when the righteous shall eat of 
the fruit of their doings ; and the wicked shall receive the 
reward of their own hands. May thy judgment and con- 
demnation of our evils and sins as they are all displayed 
before thee, be followed by the judgment and condenma- 
tion of them by our own consciences. We thankfully 
acknowledge that our ability to condemn and reject our 
inherent evils, is the blessed consequence of thy great work 
of redemption, when, by thy mighty power, the prince of 
this world was judged and cast down, and when, by over- 
coming the powers of darkness, thou didst make thyself 
unto us, both the Prince of peace, and the Saviour from 
sin. May the true signs of our faith in thee be manifested 
in our character and conduct. In thy name may we cast 
out devils— from a love to all that constitutes thy holy 
nature, may we resist and reject all our evil propensities ; 
may we abstain from every act to which they tend, and 
which thou hast forbidden to be done, that so the kingdom 
and power of Satan may be utterly destroyed withm us.] 
May thy constant guardianship and guidance be so effec- 
tual, that in the end our renewed spirits may be found 
prepared to meet thee as our Judge, having an humble 
coniSdence, that as thou hast saved mb icom o\a sins upon 
ao thou wilt admit us to sei^fe ftxeft^ocA^^Q^^^^fc* 
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in tliy immediate presence in heaven. May we ever look 
unto thee to quicken by thy Spirit of love, the truths 
which we have embraced in faith, that faith may work in 
us by love, and purify our hearts, and enlighten our un- 
derstandings ; and knowing that whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin, may we reject every temper, disposition, and action, 
which thy truth exposes and condemns. Let us be care- 
fhl not to indulge in any thought or act, which we know 
will be followed by the reproach of a wounded conscience. 
May we walk in love, as thou hast loved us ; doing thy 
will from the heart; abhorring that which is evil, and 
cleaving to that which is good. Let all our conduct, in 
our intercourse with our brethren in the truth, be such as 
becometh thy Grospel. Let us not provoke one another ; 
and if any one be overtaken in a fault, may we be willing 
to restore him in the spirit of meekness, remembering our 
own infirmities, and thus proving that we are indeed 
spiritnaL O that thou mayest dwell in our hearts by faith, 
as well as in our xmderstandings by knowledge, that being 
rooted and grounded in love, and being filled therewith 
out of thy fulness, we may know by experience the great* 
ness of thy love to us. Now unto thee, O Lord, who art 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask 
or think, according to the power of thy Spirit which 
worketh in us, be gloiy in thy church in heaven and upon 
earth, for ever and ever. Amen. 



XLII. 

ALMieHTY and infinite Lord God, thou dwellest in the 
light which no man can approach unto, and fcovsi 1\^ 
l^orioos throne above ike heavens^ ihou \ooV.t«\. ^<;^79\i >x^^ 
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all the inhabitants of the earth ; yea, before thee all nations 
are as nothing, and are counted in thy sight as less than 
nothing, and vanity 1 But although thou art the high and 
lofty One who inhabitest eternity, whose name is Holy, 
and -dwellest in the high and holy place, thou humblest 
thyself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the 
earth ! Thou deignest also to dwell with him that is of 
a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite. Thou 
boldest the righteous in everlasting remembrance. Thou 
rememberest thy covenant for ever. [We rejoice to be 
enabled to approach unto thee in thy Divine Humanity, 
as thou art visible to the eye of faith, as our Only Lord, 
our Saviour, and our Kiiig. While we lift up our souls 
in adoration of thee, help us to bow down our wills and 
understandings in sincere humiliation, because of their 
natural vileness, and actual sinfulness. Ever keep us 
humble ; and suffer us not to be inflated at any time, with 
the conceit of our own worth or excellence. We have 
need to abase ourselves, because we have been lifted up in 
our own esteem, and have thought more highly of our- 
selves than we ought to think. In our pride, we have 
desired to make an appearance before men, and to receive 
and appropriate that honour to ourselves which is due to 
thee only. O save us from vain-gloryj and help us to bear 
in mind, that thy Spirit is altogether opposed to the dis- 
position and conduct of the prQud, while It giveth grace to 
the humble, because It accords with the state of their inten- 
tions, thoughts, activities, and delights. Help us fully to 
discern, that all within us that is good is thine, so that by 
contrast therewith, we may as clearly perceive, that all 
that is our own, and which constitutes our selfhood, b 
moat vile and mean, in thy sight O thai we may ever 
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be numbered by thee with those humble and contrite ones 
to idiom thou wilt look, and with whom thou wilt dwell. 
Make us more anxious to obtain thy fayoiir, than to 
receive estimation from man; and while our supreme 
delight is in the performance of our duty, let our 
ears be closed against the praise of it. Let us not 
seek honour of men, but the honour that cometh from 
thee only, knowing that, in such case, we shall like- 
wise obtain the favour of those who are lovers of that 
which is good. For all wherein thou hast made us 
to differ from others, let us give all thanks and glory 
to thee. Let us walk humbly with thee, remembering 
that pride is the forerunner of spiritual destruction. Let 
as so humble ourselves under thy mighty hand, that thou 
mayest exalt us in due time, by elevating us to the high 
dig^ty of bearing thine image and likeness, and of be- 
coming finite partakers of thy divine nature. To this end, 
keep us at all times under a solemn sense of thy universal 
presence; and under the salutary influence of an assur- 
ance, that thou art mercifully concerned for every creature, 
4ind that no action of ours is indifferent in thy sight.] O 
may we set thee, O Lord, continually before us, and re- 
.member thee in all our ways, for with our ways thou art 
thoroughly acquainted, yea, thou understandest our 
thoughts afar off. O let us not forget thee, the Lord who 
hath made us, and who art our life, the life of every thing 
that lives, and the upholder of all existence. O let us 
never Uve without thee in the world, while we know that 
in thee we live, and move, and are. Let us not be un- 
mindful of thee, who hast watched over us for our good 
all our days, who art doing so now, and who wilt do so 
even for evermore. Let us have a sense of thine eye being 
qpon us while we are alon^ and while Nve «xt m ^\S£^'«s^« 
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at all times, and in all places, and in all our actions. Let 
us fear thee more than any thing besides. Let us loye 
thee above all things ; and serve thee, and thee only. Let 
us trust only in thee, as our only refuge and defence, our 
only Eedeemer and Saviour. May we be jealous over our 
own hearts, and watchful oyer our own thoughts. May 
we continually fear to offend thee, by resisting thy Spirit, 
or by forgetting thy Word ; and may we ever be anxious 
to please thee, and to maintain our covenant and conjunc- 
tion with thee unbroken and undefiled. May we keep our 
hearts with all diligence, lest, in any wise, they shoidd be 
hardened through the deceitfiilness of sin ; and do thou, 
O Lord, by thy warning voice and guiding counsel, keep 
us at a distance from all outward scenes, and inward 
imaginations, which might become an occasion of our fall* 
ing, or prove injurious to our souls, by undermining or 
assaulting, our purity of heart. Guard us against the 
earliest approaches of evil, and the most subtle operations 
of our spiritual enemies. Let the senses of our spirits be 
quickened ; let our consciences be under thy keeping, and 
be tender as the apple of the eye. May we have such a 
sense of our sins, and such a clear and constant perception 
of our evil propensities, as shall lead us to hold them in 
subjection while we are here ; that so we may see and fed 
them no more hereafter, but instead of their bitterness and 
burden, may have an eternal sense and perception of what 
is good, and wise, and pure, and peaceful, and blessed, and 
happy ! [And if, on any occasion, through the sudden- 
ness or strength of allurement, or the want of watchfulness 
and circumspection, we should fall into sin, may our con- 
sciences be immediately awakened, and be so tender and 
obedient to thy gracious calls to repentance, as effectuaUy 
to smite and torrect us» axkdbTO!g>aift hnimblY to thy foot* 
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Stool: and do thou, O Lord, give unto us tbat humble and 
contrite heart, and broken spirit, which is ever acceptable 
in thy sight, and which bringeth the restoration of thy 
bvour, and a sense of peace and reconciliation with thee. 
let us so fear thee as to depart from evil, because it is 
sin against thee. Let us not dishonour thy name, nor 
injure thy sacred cause, by openly rebelling against thy 
Word ; neither let us rest satisfied with yielding thee any 
thing short of that which thou requirest at our hands, 
either for the promotion of thy kingdom within us, or in 
fbrtheranoe of the general interests of thy church. May 
the true fear of thee not only guard us from weightier 
offences, but also keep us from all sins whatever, and from 
every,— even the least transgression of thy known will and 
commandment. Let thy whole will be reverenced, and let 
thy whole work be done by us ; that so we may go on con- 
tinually in perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord. 
And while we know that perfect love casteth out all slavish 
fear, let us remember, that true love is always united with 
reverential fear; and let us so fear thy Word, that we may 
not foi^et it ; so fear thy Goodness, that we may not abuse 
it; so fear thine Omniscience, that we may hold secret sins 
in abhorrence ; and so fear thine Omnipotence, as never to 
rebel against our King, or presume to strive with our 
Maker! Then, O Lord our Sanctifier, thou wilt con- 
tinually fit us to abide with thee, and to become instru- 
mental to thy purposes, for ever and ever.] Amen. 



XLIIL 

Most Holy Lord God our Father, thou art our King, 
and our Master and Teacher in heaven ^ t\io\x ca^^^V. ^^^ 

"\C\% 
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as true desciples, to learn of thee ; thou callest us, as 
faithful subjects, to bear thee true all^iance, and to obey 
the laws of thy kingdom; aud thou callest us, as dear 
children to love thee, and trust in thee, and observe aU thy 
&therly counsels. [But how have we answered to these 
merciful and gracious calls ? Well may thy Word be ap- 
plied to us where it exclaims,— >" A son honoureth his 
father, and a servant his master ; if then I be a father, 
where is mine honour P and if I be a master, where is my 
fear?" We desire, O Lord, with deep contrition, to re- 
pent of our past sins, to humble ourselves on account of 
o\ir transgressions, and to depart from all our iniquities. 
Perfect our humiliation; fully accomplish our reformation; 
and restore unto us the joys of thy salvation. We know 
that thou canst not remit our sins consistently with thy 
immutable Word, except upon our actual repentance by 
forsaking them ; we know that thou canst not so forgive 
us as to receive us fully and effectually to the blessed ex- 
perience of thy love, unless we are deeply sensible of our 
rebellion against thee, and meekly submit ourselves to thy 
authority, and take thy easy yoke upon us, and bear it 
with cheerfulness and fidelity. Give unto us that god^ 
sorrow for sin, which worketh repentance unto salvation. 
Give unto us repentance and remission of sins. Help us 
so to repent, and do thou so convert our souls unto thee^ 
that our sins may be blotted o«t, when the times of re* 
freshment and renewal shaU come, from the presence of 
the Lord. Turn thou us, O Lord God of our salvation, 
and so shall we be turned. Let us not only see and con- 
fess our evils, but let us loathe them for their own hate- 
fulness, and because they dishonour thee, our adorable 
Benefactor, and turn aside, and defeat the purposes of thy 
creating^ and redeeming loYo. Bnng into potweriol cos* 
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trast before us thine infinite holiness, and the propensities 
to evil in our fallen nature ; and while we perceive thy 
unbounded goodness, let us be reminded of the ungrateful 
xeturos which we have made to it. Thus let the remem- 
branoe of thy goodness lead us to repentance ; while thy 
threatenings operate as friendly warnings addressed to our 
reason, judgment, and our natural regard to our happiness 
and good. May we give up ourselves wholly to thee, be- 
cause we are thine ;— •thine by creation, for thou didst 
create us for thyself ; and thine by redemption, for thou 
didst purchase us at an inestimable price. O that we 
may become fully and actually thine by individual salva- 
tion. And since we are thine, save us from ourselves, and 
fioom sin, that we may no longer be our own. Let us no 
longer, by sin, withhold ourselves from thee,'-either as to 
our souls, or our bodies,— seeing that thou gavest thyself 
for us, and that we are altogether thy rightful and pur- 
diased possession. Let us not rob thee of thy just right 
to possess, and rule us, at the same time depriving our- 
selves of the true dignity, and the noblest privileges of our 
nature, our present peace, and our eternal happiness ; all 
o€ which can only be secured by a life of devotedness to 
thy service.] May we remember thy counsels ; and lay 
thy oommandments to heart; lest a curse should come 
upon our blessings. Suffer us not to deceive ourselves, 
but give us rightly to discern, whether we are given up to 
thee, according to thy covenant ; or whether we are still 
our own, and in a state of alienation from thee. Shew us that 
while we give ourselves unto thee, we must also give our- 
sdves to others by thy will, and for thy sake. Impress 
this truth upon us, that to be thine, is to have heaven 
within Qi; but to be our own, is to have hell within us ; 
that to be thine, is to be children of li^hl> ^iScas!i%\sL 
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truth, in piety, in patienee, in self-denial, in brotherly love, 
in kindness, in usefulness, in purity, and humility ; but to 
be our own, is to regard this world's goods for their own 
sake, to trust in human prudence, and forget that the Lord 
reigneth by his Providence over all things ; it is to receive 
adversity in the spirit of rebellion, and prosperity, in the 
spirit of ingratitude and selfishness. O Lord, accept us, 
and let us no longer be our own, lest we should bring 
upon ourselves in eternity the fruits of our ruined condition. 
Let us become altogether thine, that we may abide with 
thee for ever and ever. Let us become thine by re- 
ceiving from thee our faith and love with continual 
increase of purity and power. Let us thus become 
eternally conjoined with thee, as blessed partakers of 
thy holy nature, and inheritors of thy satisfying joy. 
Let us be so ruled by thee, and sanctified in this life, 
that we may be saved from all our sins, and be glori- 
fied with thee in the life to come. Let us have a blessed 
and well-grounded assurance that we are thine, because we 
seek thy precepts, and delight greatly in thy command* 
ments. Let our faith be a well-grounded belief of the 
truth, and a cordial acceptance of it as the great law d 
life, supreme and without reserve. Let us not merely as* 
sent to the truths of faith, but eordially consent to the 
gracious and righteous conditions of our salvation, as pre- 
sented to us in thy gospel. May we have that effectual 
and living faith which worketh by the living impulse ci 
love; which overcometh the world; purifieth the heart, 
enligteneth the mind ; trusteth only in thee, the Lord God 
the Saviour; and calmly reposeth upon thy nnfailyng 
promises. May we believe with the heart unto righteous* 
ness; exhibit in our lives the obedience of faith; and 
receive into our hearts that righteousness which is of thee 
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by faith : may cm faith be the faith of truth, unfeigned, 
livelyy active, holy, and confiding : may it exercise such a 
gni^Dg influence upon our whole lives, as to enable us 
oonstantly to live above the world, and to have our con- 
veraation in heaven. [Jjct us earnestly look, and patiently 
wait with joyful expectation, for the great and glorious 
things of a better world;— those unseen things which are 
itemal, and which, although to us unseen, are incompar- 
ably more real, substantial, and satisfying, than all that 
earth can produce or bestow. May we finally be received 
into the mansions of heaven, and find an eternal home 
amongst the glorious and happy company of the spirits of 
the joat made perfect.] Amen. 



XLIV. 

O LosD Jesus Chbist, thou art the Eternal Jehovah, 
manifested in a Divine«Human form ; thou art the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; thou art the Only wise 
God, our Saviour ; thou art the eternal, uncreated life and 
lig^ty God over all, blessed for evermore. [But although 
thou art unchangeable in thy nature, thou art variously 
seen by thy creatures, according as they are related to thee 
by likeness, or alienated from thee by sin. With the 
merciful, thou wilt shew thyself merciful ; with the up<» 
right, thou wilt shew thyself upright ; and with the pure, 
thou wilt shew thyself pure ; — ^but, with the froward, thou 
wilt show thyself froward. Give unto us to see thee as 
thou art. Manifest thyself unto us, O Lord, in the glory 
of thy true character, and may we ever be enabled to con- 
template thee from the ground of a purified heart, as well 
aa of an enlightened understanding. Thou hast not left 



152 PIATBUS. 

thyself without witnesses to testify concerning thee. We 
have thy Word and thy works before us ; we have thy 
Spirit in our consdenoes ; and all around us we behold 
the marks of thy presence, thy power, thy wisdom, and 
thy goodness. And yet how little have we improved in 
the knowledge of thee, compared with the light which thou 
hast caused to shine upon us, and the means of instruc- 
tion which thou hast bountifully afforded to us. We 
oome unto thee now to ask wisdom of thee, for thou givest 
liberally to all, and upbraidest not; we ask wisdom to amend 
our conduct, and to improve our character; we desire to see 
thee in such a dear light as shall lead us to follow thee, and 
in all things to make thee our pattern. We cannot see thee, 
or know thee, but by the beams of thine own light.] O 
that in thy light we may see light. Arise, O Sun of Eight- 
eousness, upon us ! Let us experience the healing power 
of thy rays. Scatter the clouds of folly and ignorance, error 
and prejudice. Open our understandings to understand 
the Scriptures. Enlighten our darkness, O Lord, that we 
may not remain in ignorance of any thing which it is need^ 
fid for us to know, in order to our present peaceful dia- 
oharge of our duties, and our due preparation for etenuJ 
purity and happiness. And when thou seest that we aie 
otherwise minded than we ought to be, be pleased U> 
reveal to us, and let us be inwardly taught of ibe^ and 
not be unwise, but understand what the will of the liOid 
is. May we incline our ears to wisdom, and apply oor 
hearts to understanding ; that we may follow on to know 
the Lord, and increase in the knowledge of our Gt)d« 
Shew us thy ways, O Lord, and teach us thy paths ; lead 
us in thy truth, and teach us, for thou art the God of oor 
salvation. Give us understanding in the ways of righteoua- 
aesB. Orant unto us to know by experience, that godli- 
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ness is profitable onto all things, haying the promise of 
thy blessing in this life, as well as in the life to come. 
Give onto us a spiritoal disoenmient of the things of thy 
Spirit ; and of the great truths that relate to thy Nature, 
thy Person, and thy works, as revealed in thy Word, for 
thy Word is able to make us wise unto salvation. Let 
not OUT knowledge of thee be grounded in man's wisdom, 
but in the Spirit of wisdom and revelation. Enlighten 
the eyes of our understanding, that we may see what is the 
hope whereunto we are called ; what the riches of thine 
inheritance; and what the mighty power of thy Spirit 
which worketh in them that believe in thy Name, O Lord 
onr strength and our Bedeemer. Put thy law in our in- 
ward parts, and write it in our hearts. Not only let us 
see the divinity of thy Word in the right exposition of it, 
but let ns fed it in the heavenly power of its effectual 
working upon our hearts and lives. [And when we look 
around upon the glorious scenes of creation, give unto us 
to perceive, that the invisible things of thy eternal power 
and Godhead are therein to be spiritually seen, being un- 
derstood by the things which are made. Let natural 
things be unto us a mirror in which spiritual things are 
reflected. Give unto us to discern in creation the image 
of its Creator, and of all the glorious things derived from 
thee, and which adorn the true members of thy church, 
and make the beauty of the Lord their God to be upon 
them.] May all things remind us of thy presence. In 
every place wheresoever we go, may we perceive that thou 
art there. Above all, let us powerfully experience thy 
presence in our consciences, by thy Holy Spirit of 
grace and truth. Conduct us, O Lord, and lead us con- 
tinually ; protect us, and save us from all dangers. Let 
thy blessing follow us, and continually real u^\i>>&. ^t^ 
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serve us in our going out, and in our coming in; and after 
the wanderings of our earthly pilgrimage shall have terminal 
ted, bring us safe to thy holy hill, and to thy heavenly 
rest ; the blessed end of our faith, our hope, our labours, 
and our temptations;— the everlasting salvation of our 
souls. 

[And O gracious Lord, look with pity upon the uni- 
versal church which is called by thy name. Wash away 
the filth of the daughters of Zion ; and purge the blood of 
Jerusalem from the midst thereof, by the spirit of judg- 
ment, and the spirit of burning. Create upon every 
dwelling place of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, 
a cloud and a smoke by day ; and the shining of a flaming 
fire by night ; and let there be a tabernacle for a shadow in 
the day-time from the heat ; and for a place of refuge, and 
for a covert from storm, and from rain. Blessed be thy 
name, O Lord, for the gracious promise, that thou wilt 
assuredly do these great things for thy people ; and may 
we, notwithstanding our unworthiness, be amongst tlie 
number of those who experience the fulfilment of it] 
Amen. 



XLV. 

Sing, heavens; and be joyful, earth; and break 
forth into singing, O mountains ; for the Lord hath com* 
forted his people, and will have mercy on his afSioted! 
Thus, O gracious Eedeemer and Saviour, in the language 
of thy Holy Word, would we call upon all things of our 
internal, and all things of our external man, to bless and 
magnify thy holy Name. Glorious things thou hast done 
for us; and glorious things thou hast promised to us; thy 
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people shall not hunger nor thirst ; neither shall the heat 
nor the snn smite them ; for thou, who hast mercy on 
them, wilt lead them, and by the springs of waters wilt 
thou guide them. Lord, we confess that all we have 
or hope for, we owe entirely to the perfect righteousness 
of thy Divine Humanity. According to thy divine power, 
procured to thyself by our re<lcmption and the glorification 
of thy Humanity, thou hast given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, and through the knowledge 
of thyself as our only Bedeemer and Saviour, hast called 
OS to glory and virtue. Thou hast given unto us exceed- 
iDg great and precious promises, that by the fulfilment 
thereof, we may become partakers of the divine nature, in 
proportion as we escape the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. then, gracious Lord, help us to give all 
diHgenoe, that we may add to our faith constancy, and to 
constancy knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and 
to temperance patience, and to patience piety, and to piety 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity. 
Thus may we ascend thy holy hill of wisdom and purity ; 
and daily advance, according to this divine progression, to 
the attainment of thy perfect image and likeness. May all 
these things be found in us, that we may not prove barren 
or unfiruitful in the blessed knowledge which thou hast 
graciously revealed. Convince us, that if we lack these 
things, we are still spiritually blind, and the true light 
hath not as yet shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of thee in thy Divine Humanity. Thou 
art not willing that any should perish ; thou hast provided 
thy Word to be the all-sufficient medium of our purifica- 
tion ; and all things therein, we thankfully confess, were 
written for our learning, that through patience under the 
needful trials of our Faith, and the comfott o^ l\i^ ^^v^« 
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tures, we may have hope. Yea, all things recorded there- 
in by inspiration from thee, are profitable unto us for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righte- 
ousness, that the man of Grod may be perfected, being 
thoroughly furnished for the performance of all good works. 
£We rejoice that thy Word is the sword of thy Spirit, by 
which thou wilt slay, in the hearts of thy true followers, 
the power of evil. Thou hast sent this sword into the 
earth, to put an end to the false peace of the natural and 
sensual mind. May we thy servants be willing to receive 
from it the death unto sin, that we may experience a 
spiritual resurrection to newness of life. Suffer us not to 
settle down upon the lees of our fallen nature ; make us 
willing to be emptied from vessel to vessel, in order to our 
purification from the dregs of selfish and worldly love. 
Suffer us not to immerse ourselves in the gross delights of 
the senses, or to become the slaves of the appetites and 
passions of the external man, knowing that they who thus 
depart from thee shall be written in the earth,— shall have 
their individual character and quality from the disordered 
affections of the merely natural and earthly mind,-— because 
they have forsaken thee, the fountain of living waters ! O 
that we may not be numbered amongst those who shall 
have their portion in the lake which bumeth with fire and 
brimstone, and which is the second death, even amongst 
those who eternally bum with the fire of evil concupis- 
cences, from which cometh the torment of hell. Purify 
us, O Lord, by thy truth, even although our purification 
be effected in the fires of trial and temptation. Sustain 
us therein, O thou Eefiner^ and Sanctifier, and purge aw^ 
our dross, and take away all our impurity. And when, 
through the power of the tempter, the floods of evil and 
^daebood seem ready to OYerwhdmus^ so that the delighte 
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of spiritual life aie entirely veiled and suspended;— when 
we hunger for the bread of life» and instead thereof receive 
gaU for our meat; when we thirst for the wine of the 
kingdom, and they give us vinegar to drink; when we 
thns^ to our own consciousness, become as strangers to 
our brethren and as aliens to our mother's children, even 
to the good and true things of thy church ; when self-re- 
proach, and the accusation of the accuser, have broken our 
hearts, and we are full of heaviness ; when we look for 
some to take pity, and there is none, and for comforters, 
and find them not; Be thou, O Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Comforter, and our deliverer, according to thy promise. 
Through all our conflict, be thou our strength and our 
defence. Give unto us faith and love for our breast-plate, 
and the hope of salvation as a helmet for our head. Crown 
VB, O thou Almighty conqueror, with spiritual victory ; and 
finally bring us through that dark valley of the shadow of 
death, which thou, as a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief, didst pass before us, thereby rendering our 
passage through it safe and effectual, under thine all-suffi- 
cient leading and protection.] To thy gracious care do 
we confidently commit ourselves, for no one of thy true 
followers ever trusted in thee in vain. Make us, and keep 
us ever thine, for thine own name and merqf sake. Amen. 



XLVI. 

Holt Lord God our Saviour, we desire to approach 
unto thee in the spirit of acceptable worship ; and beseech 
thee to remove to a distance from our thoughts every thing 
unclean arising from our yet unregenerate natural affec- 
tions, and every thing which is unsuitable to be q>^«k^ 
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unto thee in the sacrifices of worship. [By thy Spirit of 
love concentrate, animate, and enkindle all within us that 
we have received from thee, that from the hallowed affec- 
tions of innocence^ charity, and obedience, we may offer 
unto thee the clean sacrifice, of righteousness. And now 
that we are come before thee, we desire to remember, that 
thou art our Judge 1 and we supplicate thee, O Lord, to 
help us to condemn, abhor, and put away all our sins 
while we are here ; that so we may not be condemned at 
thy judgment-seat. We thankfully rejoice in the assurance, 
that if we confess our sins, thou art faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins ; and if we walk in the light, as thou art 
in the light, thou wilt cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
We rejoice in the power which thou hast taken to thyself 
of dispensing thy Holy Spirit from thy glorified Humanity, 
by suffering and overcoming in temptation, and by dying 
upon the cross. Help us, O Lord, not only to confess the 
evils discovered to us by the light of thy truth, but incline 
us also to put them entirely away by doing the truth, and 
by ceasing to do evU, and learning to do well. Help us to 
remember, that there is no reward of eternal salvation 
promised except to the righteous, and that he only that 
doeth righteousness, is righteous.] Help us to discern 
the first risings of sinful emotion. Put us, and keep us at 
all times on our guard against our spiritual adversaries, 
who go about as a roaring lion seeking whom they may 
devour. Turn our feet to thy testimonies, and fill our 
hearts with reverence for thy great and holy Name. Thou 
hast been our refuge in the day of trouble ; and thou only 
art our strength and our defence, both now and for ever. 
Help us to fear thee, to love thee, to serve thee, to put out 
trust in thee, to delight only in thy favour, and to rcjoios 
ID the light of thy couuteuauo&« Impress our siinds witk 
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lerioiis derotion and oonstancy in the discbarge of all the 
duties of piety and diarity; and deeply affect us with a 
ainoere veneration and affection for the holy things of 
truth and righteousness. Help us, also, rightly to dis- 
charge our relatiye duties, and graciously remind us of 
those in which we are most liable to fail, especially those 
which we owe to persons inferior to us in worldly con- 
dition, or in any way dependant upon us, or who, being 
mfiler our immediate influence, may most readily be bene- 
fited by our guidance. • In all our dealings and intercourse 
with the world, grant that we may never forget to behave as 
beoometh thy true disciples, and faithful followers. Guard us 
from giving just offence to any ; and may we adorn our holy 
profession, and attract others by our example, to the reception 
and love of thy truth. Make us peaceable and patient, 
merciful and kind ; willing, and earnestly desirous to pro- 
mote the good of all, so far as we have opportunity. 
Make us pure in heart, chaste in imagination, word, and 
deed ; sober and modest in speech and demeanour ; and 
temperate in the use of outward enjoyments. [May we be 
given to reflection, self-examination, study, and all the 
exercises of piety that tend to mortify self-love, and to 
hold the flesh in subjection to the spirit; and thus may we 
become prepared for the performance of spiritual and natural 
uses, so as to be a blessing unto all who are connected 
with us. Make us faithful iu the unrighteous mammon, 
content with our portion, industrious iu our calling, and 
upright and sincere in all our dealings. In the adminis* 
tration of that measure of this world's goods which we 
possess, lead us, and guide us, to do good, and to perform, 
and promote uses, knowing that it is for this end espe* 
eially that thou blessest with worldly increase. Guard us 
against the abuse of our property, by maUs\% \\. ^xsMyi^'i^ 
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or even chiefly subservient to merely natural indulg- 
ence, or to the gratification and nourishment of pride; 
but still more preserve us from rendering it a means 
of injury, or oppression to any, especially the feeble 
and the poor. Thus guard us, O Lord, from the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life; 
and let us not forget, that the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof, but that he that doeth the will of Gtod 
abideth for ever. Help us, O righteous Lord, to act sin- 
cerely on all occasions ; to love thy holy truth, and to 
confess, maintain, promote, and propagate it, in the spirit 
of gentleness and charity. Teach us candidly and fairly 
to interpret the sayings and doings of others ; not desiring 
or delighting in their shame or humiliation, but being as 
tender of their reputation, as we desire that they should be 
of ours. O help us to resist the beginnings of every evil 
and covetous desire, and to keep our hearts with all 
diligence, knowing that out of the heart are the issues of 
life, and the goings forth, both of blessing and destruo- 
tk>n. Let us not harbour, and still less cherish or indulge^ 
any covetous or unclean desires. Let not our minds be 
chiefly intent upon earthly things, knowing that to be 
camdly-minded is death, but to be spiritually-minded is 
life and peace. Continually admonisb us, that if any man 
love the world, and cherish the affections which are of the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. Indine owr 
hearts to meditate upon, to delight in, to love, and to keqp, 
thy most holy and righteous laws. O let ns not be con^ 
tent to speculate about doctrine, or merely to think and 
purpose to live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 
world, but do thou graciously animate and assist ns to 
hnng our purposes into actions; our actions into halnts; 
and our habits into a bdyi lovix^ and lasting persevw* 
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anoe.] Lead us, Lord, through the heavenly ways of thy 
holy oommandments, to the parities and joys of thy 
heafenly kingdom. Benew us daily in the spirit of our 
mindB. Not only shew us what is good, but incline and 
encourage us to pursue it. Help our infirmities ; quicken 
onr apprehensions ; prepare us for thy purposes, both here 
and heroafter ; and draw us continucdly to thyself by thy 
Bpirity thy Word, and thy Providence. What we have not 
that is good for us, do thou give us ; and what we are not 
that we ought to be, do thou make us ; and so bring us 
into, the experience of thy joy while here, that hereafter we 
may enter into it in fulness, for ever and ever. Amen. 



XLVII. 

O Lord, who art the Author, Sustainer, and Preserver 
of our life ; with thankfulness do we lift up our eyes to 
thy dwelling place, from whence cometh our help. Thou, 
who hast made heaven and earth, wilt not sufiPer our feet 
to be moved ; thou, who art our constant Guardian, wilt 
neither slumber nor sleep. [Thou art our shade upon 
our right hand ; the sun shall not smite us by day, nor 
the moon by night ; thou wilt preserve us from all evil ; 
yea, thou wilt guard our going out, and our coming in, 
from this time forth and for ever. In mercy to our souls, 
thou givest unto us a further allowance of time in this 
world, to supply what is wanting in our spiritual state, 
and to afford ua an opportunity of making a better prepa- 
ration for thy heavenly kingdom. Help us to see clearly, 
and constantly to bear in mind, that the prolongation of 
our existence here is valuable and desirable, only on ac- 
count of its connection with eternity. Hd^ x>& \x^ \^ 
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how predoiis our time is^ because it affords tis space for 
repentanoey end the opporttmity of correcdiig the many 
errors of our past life» and of obtaining a greater fitness 
to meet thee, the Divine Bridegroom, and to go in with thee 
to the marriage feast, in thy heavenly kingdom. While 
we live» may we remember not <mly that we must die, bat 
that after death cometh judgment. May our thoughta af 
death be rendered pleasant, as well as profitable, by a firm 
reliance on thy merciful promises, and a good hope, through 
thy unCailing graee, that we may patiently endure to tiie 
eD(( and finally receive the crown of everlasting life. O 
let thy ctatutea be our. tongs in the house of our pilgcuft- 
age. Let our trust and our hope be only in thee. In 
every trial, let the remembrance of thy past goodness be 
our support, encouragement, and consolation. Because 
thou hast been our hdp^ therefore in the shadow of thy 
wings will we rejoice. l%ou hast, been a shelter for us; 
a strong tower from. the enemies of our salvation; there* 
fore will we abide in thy tabernacle for ever ; we wiU tfust 
in the covert i^ thy wings. For wherever thou, as Ute 
King of kings and Lord of lords, dost reign in righteous* 
ness, and rule in judgment, there will thy Divine Humanity 
be found as a hiding place from the wind ; as a covert 
from the tempest ; as a riveti of water :in a dry place ; and 
as the protecting shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 
that our souIb may follow hard after thee, for then wiH 
thy right hand uphold u& . May our mentid ^es- so Idol 
unto thee, that when bur bodily sight shall' close upon tf6 
present changeful scene, they may open to the vibw^tie 
unchanging glories of heaven, and be^ permitted tabieihoML 
theKinginhisshfiUity* May we depart full of peabe,hop£ttg 
to enter upon thai; better state of being, whei« We shall 
^'U^y goods more durable and satUfYing thitti aiqr thst 
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to be foand on earth. that while we are upon earth, 
we xnaj so behold thy (ace in righteousness, that when we 
awake up in eternity, we may be satisfied with thy like- 
neat. O that we may be upright before thee, and so keep 
ounelTes from iniquity, that Uiou mayest recompense us 
aeooirding to our righteousness, and according to the dean- 
of our hands in thy sight. May all the erents of our 
be eonducive to a blessed conclusion of them, and 
may we ever be foud watchful and faithful to improve them 
to their destined purpose.] Thou, O Lord, hast hitherto 
been our Help, and thou wilt never leave us, nor forsake us, 
God of our salvation 1 In all that we have to do, may 
we be tought of thee; and may we ever feel that our 
sofficiencj is of thee only. Work in us both to will 
and to do according to thine own good pleasure. O 
that our ways znay be directed to keep thy statutes 1 O 
let us not wander from thy commandments 1 May we 
ever walk in the light of thy countenance 1 In thy name 
may we rejoice all the day ; and in thy righteousness may 
we be exalted ; for thou art the glory of our strength, thou 
art our defence, and our King. Leave us not to our own 
counsels, but guide us in the way that we should go ; and 
ao lead us continually, that discretion may preserve us, 
and understanding may keep us. In all affairs of dif- 
ficulty, bring all needful things to our remembrance. Let 
us go forth in thy name and strength, and prosper by thy 
grace and blessing. Magnify thy power in all seasons ot 
our weakness. Grant us all necessary self-possession and 
presence of mind, and that measure of capability which is 
suitable for the performance of all that is required of us. 
Let thy good Providence be our defence and security. 
Let thy Spirit be our guid^, and thy testimonies our delight 
end our counsellors^ Through thy grace> may we wisely 
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choose, rightly proceed, and succesfuUy accomplish, and in 
all our acts pursue thy merciful will respecting us. And 
O let us remember, whenever our purposes are crossed by 
impedimerts or disappointments, that however opposite to 
pur wills the events of life may be, the activity of thy holy 
Will and good Providence, cannot possibly intermit, or 
fail. O let us keep eternal ends steadfastly in view. Let 
us design and pursue thy glory, by having respect to thy 
commandments at all times, whether it make for our 
present gain or our present loss, in respect to the affairs 
of this life. Make us content under thy fatherly conduct 
and care. Preserve us from the evils into which we are 
prone to fall ; and quicken us to procure the good for 
which, through indolence or corrupt repugnance, we are 
naturally averse to labour* Without thy leading, we shall 
run into error ; and without thy keeping, we shall fall into 
danger; but do thou hold us up, and we shall be safe. 
I^t us experience thy power, and thy presence with us ; 
and let all thy goodness pass before us ; and may we so 
pursue the path of life, even to the end, that in reflecting 
upon the past we may have peace of conscience, giving to 
thy gre^t name the merit and the praise, and looking for- 
ward to our future rest with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. Amen, 



XLVIII. 

O LoBD, thou hast been pleased to call thyself " the, 
Word," and by this title we reverently acknowledge thee as 
the Essential Divine Wisdom, the only fountain of spiri- 
tual light. We rejoice that for our salvation, " the Word 
was made jlesh ;" and that the flesh which the Word was 
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made, was glorified by the glory of the Father, even the 
Essential Divine Love. We rejoice that in thy glorified 
Humanity dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, 
and that therein are contained for the use of thy children, 
an the infinite and inexhaustible treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. Thou hast made thy Humanity unto us 
wisdom and righteousness, accommodated to our low states 
of life, and thou hast given us faculties suitable for the re- 
ception of the same, through the operation of thy Spirit, 
and the medium of thy Word. By the power of thy Spirit 
to sanctify us, and to redeem us from all iniquity, thy 
Humanity is effectually made unto us both sanctification 
and redemption. Thou seest how we are surrounded by 
confiicting sentiments on these great subjects of Christian 
knowledge ; graut unto us, O Lord, to take heed how we 
hear; and suffer no man to deceive us concerning the true 
interpretation of the oracles of Divine Wisdom. Teach us 
how to prove all things, and incline us ever to hold fast 
that which is good. Give unto us the spirit of power, of 
love, and of a sound mind. Convince us that we can only 
receive truth in our affections, by obeying it in our lives. 
Shew us that we can only be effectually guarded from the de- 
lusion of mistaking falsehood for truth, by receiving and 
holding the truth in pure love, and actual righteousness. 
Let us be assured, that none can really believe who find plea- 
sure in unrighteousness ; and that the only way to avoid 
making shipwreck of our faith, is by holding it in a pure con- 
science towards God and man. [Help us to bear in mind 
tiie solemn admonition, that if those who have escaped the 
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of their 
Lord and Saviour, are again entangled therein and over* 
come^ their latter end shall be worse than their beginning ; 
and that it is better not to know the way of ri^bteousue^s^ 
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than, after knowing it, to turn away from thy holy com- 
mandments which we have professed to receive with grate- 
ful sincerity. We kuow that thy truth is at first received 
m mack infirmity, for thou hast called the riches of thy 
truth, while connected with man's selfish affections, the 
*' mammon of unrighteousness ;" but we desire to exercise 
patience while the truth shines in our benighted minds 
Like a light that shioeth in a dark place, waiting until the 
day shall dawn, and the morning-star shall arise upon our 
hearts. Guard us from all hindrances to our advancement 
in saving knowledge, either from worldly influences, indo* 
lence, indifference, or infirmity. Give us to discriminate 
ideas clearly, and teach us to avoid an unprofitable strife 
about words. In all our social intercourse, let us strive 
to edify one another. Help us effectually to warn the un- 
ruly, to comfort the feeble minded, to support the weak, 
and to be kind and patient towards all. Let no root of 
bitterness spring up and trouble us through our forgetful- 
ness of the laws of charity or courtesy. If our feelings 
suffer hurt from any one, let us not render evil for evil, 
but faithfully pursue our way as followers of that which is 
good. Let us never use flattering words to cover selfish 
designs, or strive principally to please men, but to please 
thee, Lord, who trieth the heiurt. Let us on all oc- 
casions walk worthy of thee, who hast called us to thy 
kingdom of glory. May we lead a quiet and humble life 
In all godliness and honesty.] Make us to increase and 
aboimd in love one towards another, and towards all man- 
kind. Assist us with thy grace and guidance in all our 
work of faith, and labour of love ; and in all our exercise 
of the patience of hope, may we confidently trust in the 
omnipotence of thy Divine Humanity. By opening our 
ejres to the disceromeat of genuine doctrine^ thou bast^ 
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^hoiaii us to eternal salvatiou, through Mnctification of the 

^irit) and belief of the truth; thou hast also given us 

efcrlasting consolation, and a good hope through thy 

gEBce ; continue, O Lord, to comfort us with the assurance 

of thy goodness. Keep us froib all evil, and establish our 

heart in every good word and work* And as thou hast chosen 

«• to receive spiritual life by regeneration, on condition of 

jBor yielding to thee the obedience of faith, so may we 

ixmtkiuifly choose thee to be our Saviour from sin, by 

keeping thy commandmenta. May we thus abide in thy 

love on euih, and finally be found amongst those whom 

tboa hast chosen to the enjoyment of the pleasures at 

thy right hand for evermore, because they have done evil 

to no man, but have done good to all, as far as possible, for 

tli^ sake. [Let us walk as children of the light and of the 

day ; and not as the children of darkness and of the night. 

May we so love righteousness, and hate iniquity, that in 

our finite measure, we may be anointed with the oil of 

gladness— even with thy love divine, the only, and in* 

exhaustible spring of everlasting joy. May we thus be* 

come thy regenerate children, fitted for thy purposes of 

heavenly use, both in time and in eternity. May we so 

continually purify ourselves from evil concupiscences, as to 

become vessels of honour, sanctified and meet for our 

Master's use, and prepared to every good work. Grant 

unto us the knowledge of thy will, in all spiritual wisdom 

and understanding ; that we may walk in a manner worthy 

of thee, and so as to please thee in all things, being fruit* 

ful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge 

which is of thee» May we be strengthened with all might, 

according to thy glorious power, and especially unto all 

patience and endurance, even with joyfulness; giving 

thanks to thee, our heavenly Father, who by making us 

perfect through suffering*, isX fi\Xm^ \j& Vi \^^\sifc ^^^ 
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takers of the inheritance of the saintd in light* Blessed 
be thy holy name, O Lord our Saviour, all things are now 
made possible unto us, through the operation of thy Divine 
Humanity 1 Having through death destroyed the power 
of hell, thou didst rise again, that we might be made right- 
eous, and that thou mightest be, even as to thy Humanity, 
the Lord of the dead, and the living. It was not possible 
that thy Humanity, bom of and glorified by thy Divinity, 
should be holden of death, lie bound in the grave, or be- 
come the prey of corruption. We rejoice that, being 
raised up, and exalted to the right hand of Power, thy 
Humanity hath received the promise of thy Eternal Deity, 
and hath shed forth that Holy Spirit by which alone we 
can be meetened for thy presence. We rejoice that 
thy Humanity was raised up to give unto us repentance 
and remission of sins ; and to bless us, in turning us from 
our iniquities ; and to make us righteous in all those 
things in which thy creatures could not be perfected, under 
the law of the Old Testament. O may we find thee a 
Prince and a Saviour indeed, through the imitation of thy 
blessed example ; for when thou wast in the world, thou 
didst go about doing good, and healing all that were op- 
pressed of the devil. It is indeed a faithful saying, that 
unless we die with thee, by dying unto sin, we shall never 
live with thee ; and unless we suffer temptation with thee, 
we shall never reign with thee ! But, O Lord, if we are 
called to receive thy word in much auction, let it be also 
in much joy in thy Holy Spirit. Thou hast said, because 
I live ye shall live also ; and thy word is able to build us 
up, so that thou mayest give unto us an inheritance 
amongst them that are sanctified. May thy gracious de- 
signs be accomplished to thy glory, and to our everlasting 
peace.] Amen. 
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XLIX. 

Most blessed and glorioas Lord God our Saviour, 
mercifully look down from heaven, the habitation of thy 
holiness, and the throne of thy glory, and behold with pity 
thy feeble servants now before thee. [Harassed with our 
spiritual warfare; wearied and burdened in our earthly 
][Hlgrimage ; we come unto thee, seeking rest unto our 
souls. Hear our voice, O Lord, whilst we complain* 
Preserve our life from the fear of the enemy. Hide us 
from the secret counsel of the wicked ; from the insurrec- 
tion of the workers of iniquity. Bless unto us the con- 
solatory assurance, that the righteous shall be glad in the 
Lord, and shall trust in him, and that all the upright in 
heart shall glory. It is good for thy creatures to draw 
nigh unto thee, their God and Father, for in thy service con- 
sists their highest honour, and their truest bliss. O let our 
hearts rejoice in seeking thee, and with lively affection, and 
cheerful alacrity, go forth to meet thee, — in the ways of 
truth and righteousness ; in acts of worship ; in the study 
of thy Word; and in the admiration of thy works of 
Creation and Providence, Eederoption and Salvation. For 
thou, O Lord, wilt meet him that rejoiceth in thee, and 
worketh righteousness, and that remembereth thee, in 
walking in thy ways ; yea, thou wilt meet him with bless- 
in l^s not perceived by the ear, nor seen with the eye, even 
tlie joys thou hast prepared for them that wait for thee, in 
the way of thy commandments.] We bless thee that thou 
hast given unto us an understanding to know thee ; a will 
to be receptive of thy love ; an immortal nature fitted to 
receive thy glorious image, and capable of waiting upon 
thee here, and of enjoying the brightness of thy immediate^ 
presence hereafter. We bless tiiee ciso tet iiSL\ss>K^>K^^!^^ 
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opportunities to serve thee, and to work out our salvation ; 
and for all the advantages and privileges which, as thy true 
disciples and faithful followers^ we derive from our Chris- 
tian character and profession. We bless thee for thy Holy 
Word, and beseech thee to give unto us an estimation of it 
above aU the wealth of the world, and a relish and enjoy* 
ment of its blessed contents above all outward pleasures. 
May we feed upcm it, and grow by its heavenly nourish* 
xneai onto a perfect rami unto the measure of the stature 
of thy fulness. May we receive thy truth, not only in the 
light of it, but also in the love of it, that we may be saved 
from our sins by its sanctifying power. Give unto us a 
heart to fear thee, and to love thee, and to keep thy com- 
mandments always, that it may be well with us, both now 
and for ever. O that thy Word may be so truly the rule 
of our conduct, that it may likewise be the just and im« 
movable ground of our hopes. Let our lives be such a 
transcript of thy Gospel, that we may not only hearken 
to what it teaches, but actually attain that holy character 
which it describes and commands. [May we receive such 
an abundant ii^ux of life from thee as shall enable us to 
live to thee ; and may we know that thou abidest in us, by 
the fruits of thy Spirit which thou hast given us. Thou 
preparest for us a table in the wilderness through which 
we are passing, for thou art mindfrd of our necessities, and 
provident for our support and refreshment in due season. 
Prepare us to receive thy heavenly provisions; and give 
auto us spiritual appetite, as well as spiritual sustenance. 
As the hart panteth after streams of water, so let our souls 
thirst for thee, O God. Unto whom should we go but 
unto thee, our life, our strength, and our Bedeemer. Thou 
alone hast the words of eternal life. Thou art the Bread 
of life} be that oometh to thee shall never hunger, and he 



fliat beliereth in tliee shall nerer thint. Be pleased, O 
Lord, to break tiiito us this bread of life, in proportion as 
we hanger and thirst after righteonsness, and evermore 
g;ive lis this bread. Sustain our wills with divine good, and 
oor understandings with divine truth, firom thy Divine 
Humanity. Let us ever be found in thee, as living 
brandies of the Spiritual Vine. Keep us in remembrance, 
tiiat all who are far from thee shall perish, as brandies cut 
off from the living root that abne can sustain them with 
spiritual life and sustenance. Hdp us entirdy to sur- 
render and devote ourselves to thee, who art the blessed 
Author of our Being, and the Fountain of our joy, so that 
we may realize the end for which we were created, by at- 
taining the happiness of which thou hast made us capable. 
We have no suffidency or ability of our own ; but all good 
we may receive from thee, through the conjunction of our 
souls with thee. Therefore do we yield ourselves unto 
thee without reserve, and by our own free choice and 
voluntary act. Break all the ties, O mighty Bedeemer, 
by which we are detained from thee, or are weakened in 
our devotedness to thy service. Take us for thy own, and 
keep us continually in thy faith, fear, and love, until thou 
seest fit to take us to thyself for ever.] Give us to bear 
the marks of our adoption in the interiors of our souls, in 
the continual turning of all our affections and powers to« 
wards goodness, heaven, and thee, and in our desire being 
only toward those delights which thou ddightest to im- 
part. Deeply inscribe on our understanding and memory, 
our will and affection, our reason and conscience, " Holi- 
ness to the Lord I" Mdt down our stubborn wills into 
compliance with thy pleasure. Let the mountains flow 
down at thy presence. Teach us to love, and to hate, to 
think, and to act» as thou dost. Let all qui l^^ooiiifi^isaii^si^ 
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powers be under thy conduct, and be employed to thy 
glory. Let all that we are> and have, be thine,— in very 
deed, and in truth. Help us sincerely to deny ourselves, 
that we may own no Lord and ruler but thee, who art our 
only Lord and sole proprietor. May our eyes be ever to- 
wards thee, and our whole dependance be upon thee ; and 
may thy kingdom and righteousness so engage our regard 
through all our time of labour and trial upon earth, that 
at the dose of our mortal existence, thou mayest call us to 
the enjoyment of an eternal sabbath in thy presence in 
heaven. Amen, 



L. 

O LoBD, thou great and glorious God, who fillest hea-» 
yen and earth with thy presence, we rejoice that thou art 
nigh unto all that call upon thee in truth, and that thine 
ears are always open to the prayers of thy people. [With- 
out respect of persons, thou fashionest the hearts of all 
men alike, as far as possible, to thy gracious purposes. 
Thou knowest perfectly the states of thy creatures, both of 
their established principles and ruling affections, and also 
those states of mind which arise from passing drcnm- 
stances, and from transient and temporary causes. We 
desire to feel our entire dependance upon thee ; and we 
beseech thee to prepare our hearts to come suitably, pro- 
fitably, and acceptably, into thy presence. We humbly 
^g thy gracious acceptance of our sincere returns of praise 
and thanksgiving for all thy blessings and favours, both 
spiritual and temporal, which thou hast so bountifully con- 
ferred upon us, and so long preserved and continued to us. 
2>u/jr tbou bast dealt graciously with thy servants, and 
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bast been good and kind unto us above all that we are 
able to express, yea, infinitely beyond our power to con- 
ceive, for all thy dealings are infinite manifestations of thine 
own infinite nature, t}iine infinite love, and thine infinite 
wisdom. We thank thee for the comforts and conveni- 
ences of this life ; but, above all, we bless thee that thy 
Word of life and salvation, as now opened in its internal 
sense, hath sounded gloriously in our ears. Blessed, in- 
deed, are the people that know the joyful sound ; for they 
shall walk, Lord, in the light of thy countenance ! O 
that we may not receive thy grace in vain ! O that thy 
mercies may not be lost upon us 1 Help us to make 
suitable returns for thy care and kindness, by receiving 
with thankfulness, and improving with diligence, thy dis- 
tinguished favours, and thy wise and bountiful dealings 
with us, so that thine accustomed goodness may be con- 
tinued unto us, and even with an increase of heavenly 
illumination, grace, and blessing, so far as we are able to 
receive it. When we consider what frail, erring, and sin- 
fdl creatures we are, we are amazed that Divine Wisdom 
and Power should condescend to our low condition, and 
that Divine Love should unceasingly rejoice over us to do 
us good, so far as, by faith and obedience, we prepare our- 
selves for the reception of divine mercies I Pardon, O 
Lord, all that thou seest amiss in our thoughts, desires, 
expressions, and actions. Open our eyes to discern our 
neglect of doing well, and our guilt in doing ill. Suffer 
us not to overlook, excuse, or pardon, our ungrateful re- 
turns for thy unbounded goodness and fatherly kindness. 
Surely it were better for us never to have experienced thy 
mercy, than to be insensible to thy goodness, or to make 
thee an ungrateful return for it.] O may thy mercies be 
rendered efficacious to the preparation of o^sx %^>^ ^^^ 
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keaven. that thqr may not hereaft^ ris6 up in judgment 
against us, and bring down upon us the awful doom of 
unprofitable servants. Write thy laws in our hearts by 
thy Spirit, and cause them to accomplish in our souls the 
purposes of thy love, and to shine forth in our lives, to 
thy glory. O that nothing in our corrupt wills, or per- 
verted understandings, may prevent our becoming such as 
thou, in thy love and men^, wouldst have us to become, 
both for time, and for eternity i And O that eternity,.—. 
an eternity of celestial purity and uses,"<^may become to 
us the blessed centre of our desires, the crown of our joys, 
the all-attractive end and object of our whole religion. 
May the hope of immortality sustain us in all our labours, 
and cast a cheering gleam upon all our troubles and afflic- 
tions. Here our cares are needful to provide for the wants 
and comforts of the body, but suffer them not, O Lord, to 
become excessive or overwhelming. Although our utmost 
energies be called forth to provide for our natural wants, 
suffer us not to forget our eternal home, but rather let the 
hope of it be as our guiding^star in all the affairs of life, 
that we may keep dear of those rocks of temptation, upon 
which so many have suffered shipwreck. Let the hope of 
salvation be as a helmet, to guard our heads in the day of 
battle against our spiritual enemies. Daily prepare us by 
spiritual victories to meet thee at thy coming to judgment ; 
and O that we may then be found to be like thee, that so 
we may dwell for ever with thee \ Nothing shall then 
abate the fulness of our joy, or hinder the perfection of 
our bUss. All the disturbing influences oi self-love will 
then have ceased for ever 1 All the dark clouds of unre- 
generate nature will then have been dispelled, and we shall 
behold the Lord in his glory, and in his beauty I We 
sliaU meet thei^ with no society but the spirits of the just 
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aade perfect, wlioee looks will be love^ and whose words 
wiU be wisdom. Glorious is the heavenly palace of the 
Most High, where all things are adapted to call forth, 
engage^ and fill every faculty and power of the soul, witii 
joy unspeakable, and gbry inconceivable I No tongue of 
fl^ can utter what eyes and ears of flesh have never seen 
or heard 1 'Tis enough to know, that heaven is rendered 
delightful by Divine Goodness Itself; that its felicity will 
never end, nor ever be doiided with the fear of termination, 
change, or interruption. May we, by a life of purity on 
earth, be fully prepared to enter into those abodes of bliss, 
ioto which nothing impure can enter. Amen. 



LI. 

Holt, blessed, and glorious Lord God, thou art the 
God of our salvation, and the hope of the ends of the 
earUi; the eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou givest 
them their meat in due season. Upon thee only do we 
continually depend for all that we have that is good, and 
for all that our best affections hope for. Thou givest, with 
the daily renewal of our lives, a gracious renewal of thy 
mercies. Every morning affords a firesh occasion for 
thankfulness and praise. Well may we rejoice in the con- 
viction, that if we commit our affairs unto thee, and ac- 
knowledge thee in all our ways, thou wilt establish our 
hearts, and direct our feet, in every good path. O teach 
us to know thee ; give us hearts to fear thee, to love thee, 
to trust, and delight in thee, and to cleave unto thee with 
all sincerity and faithfulness. Let no deceitful pleasures 
allure us from thee, nor heavy tribulations drive us from 
our hope and confidence in thy fatherly goodneaa^ L&t i&S^ 
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thy dispensations and dealings with us be as messengers 
of thy love to our souls, to bring us nearer to thee, and to 
fit us for thy heavenly kingdom. In all our intercourse 
with others, may we be ready— not only to do good, but 
patiently to suffer evil, from just considerations of what is 
best ; and in all cases help us to suppress resentment, and 
to forbear revenge. May we be just and kind, merciful 
and meek, peaceable and patient, sober-minded and tem- 
perate, humble and self-denying, inoffensive and useful in 
the world. Keep us under a solemn sense of thy holy 
presence. Help us to remember that thou art the Om- 
niscient Searcher of all hearts ; and let all our ways be 
ordered as in thy sight. [Encourage us inwardly by thy 
Spirit with the tokens of thy love and approbation. In 
the season of spiritual trial, when the proud are risen 
against us, and the assemblies of the violent seek after our 
soul to destroy it, let us find in thee a God full of com- 
passion, and gracious, long-suffering, and plenteous in 
mercy and truth. Shew us a token for good, that they 
which hate us may see it, and be ashamed, because thou, 
Lord, hast been our helper, and our comforter. Be thou, 
O Lord, also our strength and our defence ; and when we 
think we stand, let us take heed lest we fall. Bebuke our 
dependance upon ourselves, by the remembrance of our 
many transgressions and follies ; and quicken our depend- 
ance upon thee, by the remembrance of thy past mercies 
and deliverances. And when we pray unto thee toward 
thy holy temple, making humble confession of our sins, 
hear us from heaven, thy dwelling place, and when thou 
hearest, forgive. May the time past of our lives suffice us, 
for living to ourselves, and for serving our own pleasure. 
Fill our hearts with that deep contrition for our past 
offences against thy majesty and goodness, which shaU 
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kad to the hatred and abandonment of every thing that is 
evil.] Save us from our sins ; turn us from all our in- 
iquities ; and gpive us grace to repent and amend our lives* 
aceording to thy Holy Word. To this end be pleased to 
enlighten our understandings with the beams of thy sav- 
ing truth. Make us wise to understand, and quick to 
perceive, what the will of the Lord is ; and in all matters 
that oome before our oonsdenoe, grant us a just judgment. 
Incline our wills to a ready and cheerful compliance with 
ihine, as testified by the leadings of thy Spirit, and the 
teaching of thy Word. Begulate our unruly passions. 
Purify our corrupt affections. Convert all the faculties of 
our souls to thyself, and render them instrumental to thy 
glory, and make even our bodies fit to become the temples 
of thy Holy Spirit. Yea, sanctify us wholly, that so we 
may sanctify thy name by an unperverted reception, and a 
fidthfiil application, of thy Spirit of love and wisdom. 
Quicken us, O Lord, to hear thy voice while it is called 
'* to-day." Let us not delay, but make haste, to keep thy 
commandments, knowing that the time is short, and that 
the night cometh, when no man can work. [Let us be 
fervent in spirit, labouring in thy service with all our 
might, knowing, and deriving encouragement from the 
consideration, that a rest remaineth for the people of GkMl, 
and that when we have entered into that rest, we shall 
cease from our work of spiritual labour and combat, even 
as thou didst, O Lord our Bedeemer, when thou hadst 
overcome the hells by the power of thy Humanity, and 
hadst become invested even as to thy Humanity, with the 
Eternal Glory of Essential Love, — ^the Father's own self. 
O may we overcome as thou didst overcome, that we may 
sit down with thee on thy throne, as thou art sat down 
with the Father on his throne. May we l»Sa«QS^ «ss.^ 
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itrive to enter into Uiy Ttst^ bdfig warned by the example 
ei tkose who have not entered into it, throogh nnbelief, or 
vadbithftdttNA. May ive tease from tmi own ivork6,*-4iie 
worics of oar «Blf«kood)«— the aervice of the loves of seif 
md ^» fPoiid)*->end (fi&gently parform the work of an 
efattgeiiBt in oar own souls. Animate vis with the assure 
anoS) that thy grace is so£cie&t for ns ; and &at he that 
Mitnetii to tiie end, the sane shall be sated. Thou hast 
fieasoxe in the y/fmsfntipf of thy true servants, who &ifl 
their highest pteasuto, i&d their sspreme d^Sight, in thy 
aenrioe. Thou wih^eep him in perfect peace, whose auBd 
is stayed on tbes, heotuse he truststh hi thee. O let us 
tmst in thse ibr ever^ for la thee, O liord, is evearlastiiig 
ttnmgth. Aooe^ fist &y mmy's sake, our hxonbk e&> 
lisavouts. Sttpi^ all tlAt is wanting in our purposes, 
motives, and Tiewa* Comet imd refbim in ixs whatsoever 
thou seefl(t to ^ Wfong; «tod so perfisot Ihat which oon- 
esmeth us) that iMir hearts and lives nay be ncceptaUe 
before thee, a»d obtain Ibr x» thy promised peace while 
hexe, and thy heavenly g)ory heiesi^, Bemove from ns 
all such eonfidanee of our tnal aiceeptanoe, as thou seoft 
to be prssumptuoiA ; and all such apprehension, as thou 
seest to bedfo^rustM ; and say unto our souls, ** I sm tliy 
aaivatxon.'^ Let our only care be tfais,o-i-^ to glorify itjf 
name f>n «Brth, by finishing the sroik M^ioh thou hast 
given us to do, that we may ftsatiy tiiAer into thy yoy* O 
let thy grace f»]low us sM the days of oar life. Be tboA 
our guide, €^n anio death. And in death, be then tMor 
comfort, amd itfto deilh, a«r poitiOQ atwi h^p^ness evef^ 
lasting.] Amfssu 
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LIL 
O L0E9 God onr l«mi]y FatlMr, wk) fai thy Divine 
SamBtatj art nuned JmoM Chiut, we iwrriiip thee as owr 
Cbnalioc; Sedewia; nd Ssriov; and wa dedre most 
tumMf to thank thee lor all the ^oodneas and mercy 
ariuA have tdOowed ns all the daya of our lif«8, and Icnr 
the hleaaed hopc^ that the aane goodneea and nercy w31 
Jtjil Mioar na, and that vrhen we ahaA hate finished our 
earthly pilgrhnaga, we Aall dwell in the house of the 
Locd &r ever. (How wonderfid are thy patienee and 
loBgaaffeiingi how nnwearied thy kindness and tfayeaie! 
end how mufnendiaUa thy hnre( Blessed be thy name, 
O moat meidfiii Redeemer and Safiovr, that thoa heat 
defended ns frooi ao many dangera, and delifeped as from 
ao ttany troablea 1 Soiely the deep waiters of afiKctioii 
would hawse oferwhehned aB,if thou hadstnot been <m our 
aide ; and if thou hadrt not been nigh to us, and done 
gnat tidngs for -as, oor sook had kmg sinee dwdt in 
aiknce. Many and powerftd aas oar spiritual enemies, but 
since thon art our light and oor ealTaHaon, whom ehdi we 
fear? Since thou art the stiength cK our life, <tf whom 
shall we be afraid P ^the timeof trouble thouw^hide 
us in the scent piaoe of Haf tafcenade ; thou wilt lift up 
onr heads above onr eneones vound «boat ns ; ^refore 
will we offerin Ihy tabemade the eaerifioes of joy, and will 
sing praises to thy great end adorable name. Many are 
the mercies whieh thorn hast bestowed npon ns, both spiri- 
tual and temporal, mental and bodily. We Mess thee for 
health and plenty; for peaoe and liberty; for the use of 
our reason, our aenses, and all our bodily powers and 
ftmctions ; lor the kindneas and eownsel of oiar friends, 
and fer the refresfameats and advantages oi af^cMLxB^Ds^- 
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course. But, above all, we desire to bless thee for the 
mercies of redemption and salvation, and for the good 
hope, through thy grace continually assisting us and lead- 
ing us, of everlasting peace and rest in thy heavenly king- 
dom. We thank thee for the teachings and leadings, the 
warnings and strivings, the aids and consolations of thy 
Spirit ; we thank thee for the light and direction of thy 
Word, for the faithful exposition thereof, for the outward 
means of grace, and for all helps to spiritual improvement. 
We thank thee for all that thy grace hath wrought in us, 
and all that thy goodness hath bestowed upon us ; for all 
the discoveries of divine truth with which we have been 
favoured, and for all the delightfid contemplations we have 
enjoyed concerning thy Nature, thy Person, thy works, 
and thy heavenly kingdom. For all these things let our 
hearts be fiUed with thy love, let our voices be lifted up in 
thy praise, and let our souls ever be devoted to thy 
honour and service. Never can our frail nature, and 
limited capacity, make an adequate return for thy amaz- 
ing goodness 1 We can only acknowledge the vast debt 
we owe, and our utter inability to pay it. We cannot 
praise thee according to the riches of thy grace, and the 
multitude of thy mercies; but we desire to bless and 
praise thee with all the capacity and ability wherewith 
thou hast blessed us. Help us, O Lord, to glorify thy 
Name, not only by speaking to thy praise, but by entirely 
devoting ourselves to do thy will, by shunning all evils 
as sins against heaven and in thy sight, and by desiring to 
be thine without reservation, and in all faithfulness and 
sincerity of heart, even to our lives' end.] Blessed be 
thy Holy Name, thou hast done all things well ; and so 
far as we thy servants have done well in time past, be 
thine the praise ; and so far as we Imve done ill, unto us 
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be the 8hame : for thou gaveat unto us full power to serve 
thee as we ought, through thy abundant grace and mercy. 
While we humble ourselves for our carelessness in thy 
service, our neglect of known duties, and our transgression 
of thy known will and commandments, we would earnestly 
beseech thee to enable us to cleanse our way for the future, 
by taking heed according to thy Word. O let us hide thy 
Word in our hearts, that we may not sin against thee. 
Hay it be unto us as a strong tower against the face of 
our enemies; a rock and a fortress whereunto we may 
continually resort when assaulted by temptations. May 
we find it as a treasure hidden within us, from which we 
may derive supplies in every time of need. May it be our 
guide to lead us to do justly, and love mercy, and walk 
humbly with our God ; a messenger unto us in the name 
of the Lord,— a preacher of righteousness in our con- 
sciences, calling upon us to walk before thee with a per- 
fect heart, and to do that which is good in thy sight. And 
whenever thou dost tenderly chide our wanderings, saying, 
" seek ye my face," may our hearts readily respond, " thy 
&ce. Lord, will I seek." May we be so obedient to thy 
precepts as to experience the fulfilment of thy promises, 
both of grace to help in every time of need, and of seasons 
of refreshment from the presence of the Lord. May we be 
encouraged also by the glorious promise of eternal happi- 
ness, and the blessed and soul-reviving hope of attaining it, 
which thou hast given us in thy Holy Word. It is indeed 
a good hope, O Father of mercies 1 that through thy grace, 
we shall overcome the world by faith ; that by thy Spirit 
we shall be continually sanctified, and finally be matured 
for thy presence ; it is a good hope, that a final end will 
then be put to our sins and infirmities, our troubles and 
temptations, and all our pains both of body and mind. 
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Then •kaU we no longer ttAfe, nor experience the inward 
Gon^ets hehreen good md evil, snd right and wrong 
Jadgment Our hearts shall then be foil of hoHiiess and 
lore; oat understandinga shall be replenished with erer^ 
UkOtamg sappliea of wisdom aad knowledge $ oor powers 
of aetion shidl alwqr a be under the unerring impolae and 
direetioii of Divine love and DiTine wisdom; onr souls 
shaO be filled with impaishabk joy, and onr mouths with 
the everlasting praises of our God. May this hope sustain 
us under all ourneedfid sorrows, and pmrifying trials; and 
may it finally be realized by us in the eternal mansions of 
heaven* AxaeiL 



Lin. 

O JjJfKD our Saviour, thou art the Most High, and 
Most Mighty Ood 1 Thy righteousness is very high ; and 
thy judgments are a great deep* Thou hast done great 
thkgs. O Lor^ who is like unto thee? Many are thy 
wonderful works which thou hast done* Infinitely many 
and precious are thy thoughts towards us. No one can be 
compared unto thee. It is because thou art God and not 
man that thou rewardest not evil for evil; it is because 
thy goodness is unchangeable, that the sons of men are 
not consumed ; it is because thy love is impartial and un« 
bounded ; thy compassion unwearied, and thy merey un-' 
failing ; that the sons of men can place all their trust and 
confidence in the shadow of thy wings. It is because the 
highest angel is not perfect in goodness, nor infinite in 
righteousness, nor wise as thou art, that no created being 
can bear a comparison with thee; for herein, can none 
be like thee. What abundant caniD hast thou given unto 
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Hft for nvoieing ia the conviefciiQii, iliat thy Power is not 
Qolj iBfimte^ but ia ooDtimully exercised for the happiness 
of thy cfeotmes, in infinite righteonsness, and unerring 
jldgmsntl O insgr it be our first eare, and onr most 
iBiioiis deaire» so trnly to fear thee, and to work righte* 
Wjitut""! as to beaooepted of thee, and beoome the subjects 
of thy graoiona prolectkm. [Tboi ahall we csperienea 
under aU the changing oireumstances of oar lives, that the 
qns of the Lord axe upon the righteous, and his ears are 
open to their cry. It ia a just ground for eonfidenoe to 
thy ereaturosb tiiat by thine Omnipreaont Spirit thou art 
ahrays present in the obedient and humble mind, ordering 
its affeotions and thoughta, so far aa possible, in beayenly 
order ; depressing all that ia proud, and exalting aU that 
ia humble. We n^oice that thou lookest with pity upon 
the wilderness state of thy di^generate creatures, and thai 
thy voice is heard in the eonseienoes of those who regard 
ftk pxockdming the joyful intelligence^ that oveiy valley 
ahall bo exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be 
brought low ; and the crooked ways ahall be made strsight, 
and the rough places plain. Juat and equitable are all thy 
dealinga with us, O Lord, in all thine operations upon our 
minds. Truly Ood k the Judge ; he putteth down one, 
and setteth up another. May we ever be willing that aU 
shall be put dowu which thou dost oondsmn ; and oidy 
that be raised up which thou dost approve. May we thua 
make straight in the deaeit a highway for onr God, rejoie* 
ing greatly in the glad tidinga, that the kingdom of Ood 
is at hand. Give unto us truly to repent, aa well aa faith« 
fully to believe the Gospel M^r our thoughts be turned 
inward to mark the dictates of thy Word and Spirit, that 
every admonitory truth awakened within ua may be re* 
garded with gratefiU and rsvereutial attentioo; and may 
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we devoutly exdaim in spirit, in reference to every peroep* 
: tion sent forth from thee, ** Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord I" Especially do we need to listen 
to thy voice, and to suffer thy Spirit to arrange our dis- 
ordered and troubled thoughts, whenever we have to deal 
with those who r^ard not thine own pure laws of justice 
and charity. Teach us, O Lord, when we are suffering 
under a sense of injury, to refer to thee our cause, and re* 
tiriog into the interiors of our minds, to spread before thee 
the accusation of the accuser. Let us sincerely and meekly 
content ourselves with saying, whenever our erring fellow* 
creatures bring a railing accusation against us, speaking 
evil of the things which they know not, " The Lord rebuke 
thee I" " my witness is in heaven, and my record is on 
high I" So shall we resemble the angels, who although 
greater in power and might, bring not before the Lord a 
railing accusation against evil spirits, taking no heed of 
the insane efforts of the self-hood, because they know that 
thou wilt certainly vindicate thine own cause, in justice, 
mercy, and judgment. Let us content ourselves with the 
assurance, that thou. Lord, knowest how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations ; and how best to deal with those who 
deal unjustly with thy servants. Give unto us charity to 
discern whether any, and what use is likely to arise from 
an endeavour to vindicate ourselves ; and if there should 
appear to be none, grant unto us to forego resentment ; 
and make us willing to perceive, that the best thing to be 
done under such circumstances, is to exercise patience and 
forbearance, seeing that it is commendable in thy sight if 
a man for conscience toward thee, endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. Not only, therefore, enable us when we are 
rebuked for our faults, to take it patiently, instead of ex- 
cusing then), or receiving merited reproof with feelings and 
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expKBtioDB of displeasure, (as, to onr thamei is too fre- 
quently the case with us) but help us, also, when we do 
well, and suffer for it, to take it patiently, because this is 
good and acceptable to thee, and agreeable to the example 
which thou didst set us upon earth i for when thou didst 
suffer for us, thou didst leave us an example that we should 
follow thy steps.] And O that thy Spirit may keep us, 
and thy Word direct us, in all our intercourse with our 
fellow*men. Help us, O Saviour, to remember thy pa* 
tienoe, thy resignation, and also thy forbearance, love, and 
pity, towards thy cruel persecutors I When we are reviled, 
kt us not revile again; when we suffer, let us not 
threaten ; but let us unreservedly commit ourselves and 
our cause to thee, who always judgest righteously. Let 
us so truly love thy holy law that nothing shall offend us. 
Let us not, by the indulgence of anger, permit the evils 
of others to pass into our minds, and like an inundation 
from the dark world, interrupt the peaceful activity of the 
affections of goodness and truth. Suffer us not to make 
those who have injured us the occasion of doing us a 
still greater injury, through allowing them to excite our 
evils by means of their own. And should our selfhood 
be suddenly aroused to resentment, when the enemy 
oometh in like a flood, let thy Spirit, O Lord, lift up a 
standard against him. Let us not by our own rash con- 
demnation of others, become ourselves oondenmed by 
Divine Truth. O give unto us to see, that unless we love 
our enemies even as thou lovest thine, we cannot be mer- 
ciful as our Father in heaven is merciful ; neither can we 
have any good ground for rejoicing, that our names are 
written in heaven ; that our spirits are associated with 
angels ; or that our ruling quality is the love of goodness 
in the internal man, which thence descending, becomes 
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inscribed even upon tbe Sf^lnfal affections of the cxtemaL 
Maj we therefore be earnestly solicitous to grow in thai 
good of charity and mercy which originates with thee, and 
is the only medium oi our permanent ooii^nnction with 
thee, tiiat so we may become rooted and gronnded in love, 
and thus be fully prepared to dwell with thee in the 
bearenly xnansicma of k>ye for ereor and ever. Amen. 
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O LoBD our Saviour, thou art the Infinite God! thou wast 
before all ; thou art above all ; and thou wilt unchanged 
ably be the same for ever and ever. Thou hast heaven tar 
thy throne, and earth for thy footstool, and all existences^ 
fn all worlds, are ever present to thy nght, and are ^tirdiy 
at thy disposal. Thou art the Omniscient Searcher of att 
hearts ; thou art the Omnipresent Overseer of our whole 
lives ; thou art the Omnipotent Protector of thy people^ 
in an seasons of danger, qnritnal and temporal. [Thou 
encompassest our path, and our lying down; and thou art 
acquainted with fdl our ways. Thou art able to keep us 
from falling, and to make eveiy gift to abound towards us, 
that having always all-suffloienGy in all things, we may 
libound to every good work. With these enoouraging eon- 
^derations present to our minds, we desire, O Lord, to 
seek thy face, and to wait upon thee in the duties of 
worship, entreating thy favour with our whole heart. It 
is thou, O Gracious Saviour, who suppliest spiritual seed 
to the sower, and givest to the hungry, the bread of lifei 
thou only canst multiply the seed sown within us, and in- 
crease unto us the fruits of righteousness. Blessed be thy 
HoljrName, thou hast dispersed abroad thy spiritual giftsj 



fluent luMl gifcn to tlie apirituallj poor; ikj nghteonmess 
aidmetii f<nr ever. O let our deain be oontiiraaUy to tlio 
eoe thing needfbl; for this let ns ctraesUy ecek;— -efen 
tluit we nu^ dwell in the honae of the Lord all the days 
f£ oar Hfe, to behold the beantj of the Lord^ and to inquire 
in his temple. Unto whom should we go bat onto thee, 
the Father of lights, and the Giter of ereij good and per- 
£ect gift? Ifay thy beams, O Son of righteoasness^ do* 
aeend powerfully upon us^ and make aoi mental desert to 
injoice and blossom as the rose, and oar wilderness to be* 
eome as the garden of the Lord.} Without thee we can 
do nothing. Thou art the Grirer of life, and of strength^ 
of graee, and of goodness; and by thee we are enabled to 
do all things appertaining to thy serriee, and through thy 
giaee to experienee that all things are possible to him 
that believeth, because, with thee, O Lord our Gk>d, all 
things are possible. O forgive our iniquities whidi hide 
thy face from us, and which separate between thee and 
our souls ; wbidi hinder the entrance of thy Word that, 
alone giveth light, and thy Spirit that alone giyeth uner- 
standing. Grant unto us that heayenfy communion with 
thee of which thou hast made us capable ; and let our 
hearts and our souls, and all that is within us, be su* 
premely concerned to maintain a reverent, faithful, and 
affectionate attendance upon thee. Nor let us serve theo 
only from constraint, qr even from self«compalsion, but 
willingly, and with all readiness and gladness, love and 
delight. Bless unto us the instruction afforded by thy. 
Holy Word, to the farther informing of our minds, the xe» 
formation of our lives, and the salvation of our souls, un- 
til i^e become aU that thy Word requires, and all that thy. 
love delights in. Increase our love and reverence to thy 
Word; help us to render oar minds pliant and submissive 
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to its influence and teaching, until all out sentiments are 
imbued with, and formed by it; all our affections animated 
and ruled by it; so that in all things we may become con- 
formable to it) even so as actually to appropriate its good** 
ness and truth, and, as it were, incorporate it^ in our very 
hearts and lives. [0 thou that hast the key of David, 
who openest, and no man shutteth, open our understandings 
to receive thy truths without diminution or exception, 
without perversion or addition; and let us receive it in the 
love of it, as well as in the light of it. Let the good seed of 
the kingdom take deep root in our hearts, and let the fruits 
of it be abundantly seen in our lives. Let us not be forgetful 
hearers, but faithful doers of thy blessed Word. Hitherto, 
thou hast never been wanting to us; but, O Lord, we 
have been exceedingly wanting to thee, and in our duty 
towards thee. How transient is the effect of thy goodness 
upon our hearts 1 How little can it be known from our 
conduct, how good, and how kind, the Lord hath been to 
our souls I How often have we loved darkness rather than 
light, because we preferred to follow the suggestion of 
some foolish or hurtful desire of the natural mind, rather 
than to be guided entirely, and exclusively, by the rules of 
thine unerring Word I And yet we certainly knew, that in 
all thy requirements, thou hast no other design than to 
promote our present peace, and our everlasting bliss! 
How little have we improved the precious talents which 
thou hast placed in our hands I How often hast thou 
called, and we have refused to answer; yea, thou hast 
stretched forth thy hands to entreat us, and we have not 
regarded 1 It is owing only to thy unfailing mercy and 
compassion, that our iniquities have not been our utter 
ruin.] O that for the time to come we may better use and 
improve the gracious opportunities afford^ to us, to the 
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gloiy of tby Holy Name, and the benefit of our immortal 
souIb. As the rain descendeth from heaven, and retumeth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it fruitful, 
80 let not thy Word return unto thee void, but let it ao- 
eomplish thy good pleasure in our hearts, and prosper in 
that whereunto thou hast sent it. O make it instrumental 
and effectual to work the work of righteousness where it is 
not, and to increase it where it is, and to build us up in 
the right knowledge, and in the true fear and love of thee, 
O blessed Bedeemer and Saviour, to thy praise and glory 
to all eternity. Amen. 



LV. 

O LoBD Jesus Christ, thou art our God ; thine we are; 
and thee only do we desire to serve, with all the endow- 
ments and abilities with which thou hast blessed us. May 
all the obligations of thy laws, and all the manifesta- 
tions of thy love, incite us to faithfulness in thy covenant, 
and diligence in thy service. We confess that we are 
prone to live to ourselves more than to thee; and to 
serve our own pleasure more than thy blessed will. But 
we trust in thee, O merciful Saviour, to forgive us all our 
sins, and to raise us out of ourselves, and to establish us 
in thee. We pray thee to put into our hearts such true 
principles of holiness, as will cause us to depart from all 
iniquity, and to hate every false way. Give unto us to 
remember thy express admonition, "Ye that love the 
Lord, hate evil." Give unto us to perceive, that we can- 
not really love thee, who art Goodness infinite, unless we 
hate all that evil which is utterly opposed to thee. Suffer 
us not to imagine, that our love caxL i«aU:j \^ %sK&.^«s3^f:sQL 
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oppoeiteB aft the sane time, or that we can aerve Gk>d and 
vtamiiiom. O tfafit tliy Spiiit mi^ «o bind our hearts to 
42166, tkat it mvf be our meat— ^ meat tliat eadiueUi 
imto eferlastiiig liliB— to do thy wiU, and to finish tliy 
work; and may It erer be oar cnpvenie ddigbt, to ran, 
with enlarged hearts, in tiie way of thy eommandncnts. 
Hake our eervieea aoeeptable to thee while we Irre, thaft 
our seals nny be ready for thy preseaee when we die. So 
Jo«g as we ere an the work!, do thoa he^ ns from 1^ effl 
pi it; and gwi4 ^s tern the anaies and dangers to which 
thou kuowest we are exposed. Shew «is the ejila which 
beset lis when we are alone, and when we are in society ; 
the evils which assail our individual temperament, or at- 
tend our particular occupation ; the evils which beset our 
engagements of business, or of intellectual exertion ; the 
etite which hiik in aooal interooujse, and even in reEgious 
eaaociation ; and when ihoa hast laid open these erila to 
cor waitnig nsnda, make us foitkfiii to leaiat them, xfr- 
membedng the Uesaiag p rono u nced upea lighteoiianeBa, 
and the ouiBe dechied npon imrighteouaness. Be wkk 
IB aoeording to thy promise, in all cur paaaage throngh 
the «hai^ge8, tronblea, temptetioiis, and Tarions nonditionB 
iif this mortal life, aw^ wt cone io the nmchaagiwg gkniea 
atad fdidtiea of life eredaalang. May we taike nothmg in 
jiaad but whalt aa wa tt t ante i 1^ iktf Woid; and may the 
trae fear of thee matraiaiia^rom aU tlimga that are hnstU 
to our sank. Let thy k/we jd)oand in oar hearts, and 
eweetiy and ^werfidly constrain aa to faithfbl and 
flheeifal obedienee. lUp an to depend upon, and loott- 
tsQualiy to loolc far, tiiy fittheriy paatection, gnidaase^ snd 
Idesaing. (l£ay we £nd the joy c£ Ae Laid to be onr 
strength, eapeeialiy against the faOinga and aina to which 
aw? MnsjaoU acHiBted 4 andmaf akttial^BQHDdioiiiyfpod 
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pteftsitTe makt tis ready for ereiy good irork, and dispose 
us for an those uses and duties vit justice, dmrity, and 
temperance, wihch we owe to thee as out lawgirer, and to 
tmr neighbour, as the ohgeet of thy paternal legislation. 
Help ns to wa& drcnmspedly, redeeming the time, and 
eonsdentionsly improring the means of grace, and the op- 
p<jrtnnities aflfanrded by thy all-wise Protidence, for the 
food of our voids, and the benefit of all who ave connected 
with us. Give nttto ns those lilnngs which thou aeest to 
%e needful and oonvement for out eaiUdy pilgrimage. 
Bless and sanctify to its all tmr enjoyments and avoca- 
tions ; and bring an eternal 'benefit to ns by means of tmr 
crosses and afflictions. Teadh its howto tne tins world to 
as not to abuse it; and ao temperately and ^eteeCiy to 
enjoy the things t)f it, as that we may lose notSiing of tyat 
pcxrtion in thy lore, which it better than life. O that onr 
detight in thy holy nature, and in iffl that is from thee, 
and all that leads to thee, may ente^ tafto our lower de^ 
lights, and be to them ns n IMng «oal and a difecting 
spirit, by whicfh they may be ttrumabed, cSevated, purified, 
and immensely increased, and also rendered permanent 
and Sflftialfying by being oonneded, through fhemeditmi Of 
spiritnal ends, affedions, and joyi», with thy holy, happy, 
wi imt^angeable nature. Buffer ns not to desire «qr 
thing except with thy perassnon, nnd trnder the ii^nenoe 
of thy lore and truth, thaft tnrery thing metj be aanetifiod 
to us by the Word of Ood, tnd by pra^fer trad KhanilcB^^ 
ing. Let the beauty of the Xiotd our tML be upon us? 
tet our so«Ssbe dothed with thei^raees ofhumiBfcy, chacify, 
and purity ; and let our lives adom thy doctrine, O lArd 
God our Saviour, in all things. May we walk wisely 
toward those that are without the gates of the holy cit^ \ 
and affectionately, and with th^ \.csA«t Vii^sR»s»3M» A 
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brotherly love, towards those that are within ; not being 
justly offensive to any, but useful and beneficial to all. 
In whatever business we are outwardly engaged, may we 
still be found in the way of duty, fearing God, and work- 
ing righteousness. And should our earthly hopes be 
clouded by disappointment, be thou, O Saviour, the 
strength of our hearts. Should we be called to endure 
temptation, so that our spirits are overwhelmed within us, 
and OMt hearts within us are desolate, give unto us to re- 
member the days of old, and to be comforted, and while 
we meditate on the works of thy hands, and remember 
that thou knowest our path» let us find thee present, 
affording support and encouragement. Inspire us with 
hope, by recalling to our remembrance what thou hast 
done in times past, and also what thou hast promised to 
do for those who trust in thee, and who maintain, through 
every trial, their faithfulness in thy se^ce. Help us to mark 
the hand of thy good Providence in all thy dealings with 
us. In all the works of thy hand, give us to see thy 
power, to own thy presence, to admire thy wisdom, and to 
love thy goodness ; and especially to rejoice in the mani- 
fes[tations of them all, in the high endowments, and glori- 
ous privileges, of thy favoured creature, man. Let our 
meditations of thee be sweet, as well as frequent ; and 
always with a reference to the imitation of thee in following 
thy blessed example.] Thus let us pass the time of our 
sojourning here in thy fear and favour, and in living to thy 
honour and glory ; that at the hour of death our spirits 
may find abundant consolation, and at thy judgment seat, 
a joyful acceptance. Amen. 
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LVI. 

Most blessed Lord God, our Father and our Saviour^ 
we present ourselves before the throne of thy Divine 
Majesty, to render unto thee that tribute of homage and 
service to which thou art justly entitled from all thy 
creatures, and which we humbly trust thou wilt render ac^ 
ceptable to thyself, and crown with thy divine blessing. 
May thy Spirit, proceeding from thy Divine Humanity, 
help our infirmities of feeling and perception; for thy Hu*» 
manity is made unto us, by thy great work of glorification 
finished on the cross, wisdom and righteousness, and sano* 
tification and redemption. O Lord, thou art infinitely great 
and infinitely good. Thy glory is above all our thoughts, 
and thy mercy is over all thy works. How could we, frail 
and unworthy creatures as we are, approach to contemplate 
thy glorious perfections, if thy love and mercy had not 
freely invited us 1 Thou art the Lord and Oiver of our 
lives, our purest enjoyments, our comforts, and our hopes. 
Unto thee we owe ourselves, and every thing besides which 
we are capable of rendering to thee, or of ascribing to thy 
goodness. [By thee we were created, and have our being; 
by thy good Providence we have been preserved, sustained, 
and supplied with all things needful, during the whole of 
our lives; and from thee, Lord our Saviour, cometh all 
our spiritual help, and on thee only do we repose our 
dearest hopes. Thou art the bountiful Giver of all the 
good our souls desire, and the merciful withholder of 
the evils our sins deserve. Thou hast enridied us even 
to all boimtifulness; and in a thousand waya hast called 
upon us by thy goodness to thank thee for thine unspeak* 
able gifts. But, O Lord, our hearts have not been ri^ht^ 
5ieither have our spirits beea «tei&M«ai^. "wiOoL ^^fc* ^^^ 
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have not kept the coTenant of our God, but have re- 
fused to walk in thy law. We have forgotten thy works, 
and the wondera thou hast shewed us. We have not 
remembered thy hand, nor the day of our deliverance from 
the enemy. How little have we improved thy bounty! 
bow greatly have we abused thy patience! Wo unto us, if 
we so receive thy mercies, as only to cause them to 
heighten our offences ! Grant unto us to receive profitably, 
^d thankfully, those abundant blessings which thou hast 
prepared for them that love thee. Glory be to thee, O God 
of our salvation, thou art ever mindful of us, and merciful 
to us. Great and marvellous things hast thou done for us, 
notwithstanding the msmy sihs that we have committed 
against thee. Thou hasi not ddivered our strength into 
captivity, nor our gbry into the hands of the enemy. 
Thou hast fed us according to the integrity of thy heart ; 
and thou hast guided us according to the skilfulness of thy 
hands. Teach us to know the meaning, so far as thou 
seest fit, of all thy dispensations towards us; and help us 
to improve by all thy dealings with us. May our hearts be 
turned to thee continually, and ever be open to receive thy 
gracious influences. May our lives be reformed according 
to thy holy pattern in the world, and agreeably to thy 
holy precepts. Perfect the work which thou hast begun 
in us. Do good in thy good pleasure to Zion ; build thou 
the walls of Jerusalem,- that we may see the good of it all 
the days of our life, and afterwards, for ever and ever. 
Bender all events conducive to the great work of our spiri- 
tual and moral renovation. To this end, bless whatever 
thou art pleased to allot to us, and every thing that may 
befal us. Make all things to work together for our good, to 
build us up in thy grace, and to help us forward in our 
ieavenly course, to thy glory. Suffer us not to oppose or 
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hinder the purposes of thy Providence ; but so far as we can 
clearly discern them, help us faithfully and earnestly to co- 
operate with thee for their accomplishment. Give unto us 
from thy Holy Word a right knowledge of our duty; and 
by thy Spirit give us power from on high to make it the 
standard of our thoughts, and of our conduct. As children 
of the light, may we ever walk in the light, abhorring and 
shunning the unprofitable works of darkness. O let us 
not be almost, but altogether Christians 1 altogether obe- 
dient to thy Word, entirely devoted to thy service, docile 
to receive thy instructions, zealous for thy government, 
confident in thy goodness, assured of thy power, and thy 
willingness to save, to provide, and to bless. Give unto us 
to trust in thee, not only for natural, but also for spiritual 
life ; not only for the bread of this world, but for the 
bread of life ; not only for raiment, but for the garments 
of salvation ; not only for shelter for our bodies, but for a 
house not made with hands eternal in the heavens : not 
only for rest for our mortal frames, but rest for our immor- 
tal souls.] Blessed be thy name for all the goodness 
which we have so long, and so largely experienced! 
May that offering of gratitude be rendered by us which 
tliou alone desirest, even that which shall return back to 
us laden with the abundance of thy heavenly blessing! 
May we henceforth be humble and teachable hearers of thy 
Holy Word. May we receive thy truth in meekness and 
love, and in that right spirit and disposition of the heart, 
which will lead us to improve and profit by it. Graciously 
remove all hindrances, both within us and without us, to 
our spiritual growth and improvement. In all things, and 
under all circumstanstances, may it be our supreme desire 
to suffer, and to do, thy righteous will. And O Word Isl« 
carnate, Adorable Jehovah Je«vi^»\&\i \)K^^^t^V\ss^ ^^^^ 
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course in us, and be glorified by us, in the spirit of onr 
conduct, and in the purity of our lives. Let us go forth 
in thy strength, hoping for spiritual increase and pros- 
perity only from thy grace and blessing upon our feeble, 
but sincere desires; our weak, but humble endeavours I 
And let us hold on our way, and by keeping clean hands, 
grow stronger and stronger, until, from serving thee under 
a deep sense of infirmity and imperfection upon earth, thou 
shalt see good to call us to glorify thee, and to enter into 
thy joy in heaven. There shall we adore thee and serve 
thee, in the perfection of unmixed holiness, so far as, by 
the washing of regeneration, we have been meetened under 
thy fatherly discipline, and in thy sacred service, to receive 
holiness from thee, while members of thy church upon 
earth. Amen. 



LVII, 

Holy Lord God, our Saviour, thou art the Father of 
mercies, and thine essential nature is love and goodness 
Itself. While we thus adore thy perfections, and thank 
thee for all the bounteous gifts by which thy love and 
goodness are manifested, remind us, we pray thee, of our 
obligation to resemble thee in thy deeds, without which 
we can never realize the end of our creation, by becoming 
thine image and likeness. We know that to profess love 
to thee while we are wanting in love to our feUow-creatures, 
is to indulge in a vain pretence, and to mock thine all- 
seeing eye. Thou hast commanded us not merely to love 
our neighbour as ourselves, but also to love one another 
even as thou hast loved us. [Teach us that all those are 
spiritually our r-^ighbourSy wlio «x^ «^\ritually near to us. 
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being spiritually related to ud through our common par- 
ticipation of thy likeness. And not only incline us to love 
the good as our neighbours, but also to love the wicked as 
our enemies ; siuce no one can be an enemy to goodness 
without being an enemy to thee, and to all who are like 
thee. As thou lovest thine enemies, by desiring to make 
fhem thy friends, and to fit them to receive thy blessing, 
so give unto us herein to resemble thee. Fill our hearts 
with thy loving kindness towards all who are partakers of our 
common nature. Eemind us, when we are inclined to be 
harsh towards sinners, that even they, as well as ourselves, 
are the subjects of thy fatherly sympathy, and unbounded 
love and care. Let us not despise any on account of their 
outward circumstances ; their deficiency of intellectual ad- 
vantages ; their unattractive carriage ; nor even on account 
of their apparent contrariety to the beauty and the purity 
of charity. Teach us forbearance, and long-suffering, by 
the remembrance of thine own gracious and merciful deal- 
ing with us. Help us to be kindly affectioned towards 
all, according to a just and enlightened view of their state 
and capacity, and of their relative claims upon us. Let 
our dispositions be manifested to be such as thou dost 
approve, in our readiness to assist, and in our willingness 
to communicate, for with such sacrifices thou art well- 
pleased. Give unto us enlarged hearts, and with a due 
regard to the extent of our ability, a liberal hand. Licline 
us to do good to all as we have oppoHunity, and especially 
to those who are of the household of faith, as unto those 
who are most likely to profit thereby, and to become a 
blessing to society. Let us not only improve, but also 
love the opportunities of well-doing. But, O Lord, let us 
not propose, or engage in any work of use in the spirit of 
«elf- will, pursuing it as an object ^ec^ovjaSiSL^ ^^ws. Na "'^^ 
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lest the desire to it should become a passion closely con- 
nected with our self-hood, and ^hus defiled with selfish 
affection, with all its intemperate, illiberal, and uncandid 
feelings, and blinding influences. Let us engage in pro- 
moting uses in singleness of mind, under the guidance of 
calm reason, and the pure dictates of an enlightened con- 
science ; and let us always conduct ourselves therein with 
a primary reference to thy overruling Providence, and with 
a just deference to the judgment and wishes of others, as 
becometh those whose motives originate in genuine charity.] 
Let us remember, that we cannot be thy true disciples 
unless we have love one towards another, seeing that the 
proper evidence of our having passed from death unto life, 
is our love to our brethren. Assure us that we have no 
love to thee unless we love those who resemble thee, and 
likewise desire that those who resemble thee not, may be 
turned from the evil of their way. Help us to give proof 
of the sincerity of this desire, by doing all in our power to 
promote the reformation of those who come under our 
influence. And that our minds may be in a fit condition 
to bring an erring fellow-creature to a sense of his fault, 
make us patient under offences, knowing that it is true 
discretion to defer anger, and true glory to pass over a 
transgression, for the sake of the transgressor. Let us not 
deceive ourselves whenever thy spirit demands in our 
consciences, " Doest thou well to be angry ? " by replying, 
either in thought, or in practice, " I do well to be angry." 
Shew unto us that anger may prove the inlet of much 
evil, but cannot be the occasion of any real good. Give 
unto us a peaceable disposition. Make us tender of the 
reputation of our neighbour. Let us not be eager in pub- 
lishing the faults of others, or be too ready to take up a 
reproach against our neighbour. Shew us when to con- 
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ceal, and when to make known a transgression ; and let 
our judgment be guided, and our conduct determined, by 
a regard td what is useful, and not by personal considera- 
tions. Guard us against a censorious temper ; and keep 
us from a hasty, rash, and prejudiced judgment. Above 
all, keep us from that insidious enemy to peace and 
charity, — an evil eye. Let us take care that our percep- 
tions of character and conduct are guided by pure motiyes, 
and our conclusions prompted by heavenly affections, lest* 
through the understanding being taken captive or en- 
snared by some evil of our self-hood, we should be led to 
pervert judgment, and to put good for evil, and evil for 
good. Let our eye be single through the union of good- 
ness with truth, that our whold spiritual constitution may 
be full of light. [Give us a right understanding of 
that sacred rule which requires, that we should: do unto 
others as we desire that they should do unto us; and 
give us firmness and faithfulness in acting according to 
it. And since goodness can only accomplish its designs 
by means of truth ; and since wherever goodness is really 
loved, truth must needs be desired and sought, as afford- 
ing the only means of doing good effectually and wisely, 
give unto us to see, that a state of indifference to divine 
truth, and to an increase of improvement in divine know- 
ledge, is too sure an evidence of a corresponding .indiffer- 
ence towards goodness, and thus towards thee, who art 
Goodness Infinite and unchangeable.] O that by doing 
thy will on earth, we may acquire an habitual delight 
therein, and thus become qualified to do thy will in 
heaven, to our imspeakable joy and felicity, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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LVIIl. 

Great and glorious Lord God, we desire to worship 
thee with lowly reverence as our Creator, Bedeemer, and 
Saviour I We adore thy perfections, and devoutly con- 
fess, that the Lord our Gt)d is holy ! that the righteous 
Lord loveth righteousness, and maketh his face to shine 
upon the upright ; and that thou, O Lord our Saviour, 
art very pitiful, and of tender mercy I Him that cometh 
unto thee thou wilt in nowise cast out. Thou delightest 
to forgive, to save, and to bless. [He that cometh unto 
thee shall never hunger, and he that believeth in thee shall 
never thirst. May we, thy children, now before thee, re- 
joice with thankfulness in thy fatherly care, and under the 
nurture and admonition of thee, our Lord, daily grow in 
wisdom, and advance to the spiritual stature of a man. 
May we so feed on that divine food which thou hast pre- 
pared for us, that our delighted and grateful hearts may 
exclaim, " Evermore give us this bread ! " Let us not 
feed on ashes for bread, nor mingle our drink with weep- 
ing, when thou hast so bountifully provided for our spiri- 
tual nourishment. Let all our springs be in thee, for thou 
art the Only Fountain of good 1 Let all our desires be 
from thee, that all our works may be wrought in thee. 
Let all our purposes be formed, and all our actions be 
done, with a reference to thy revealed will. Let the re- 
cords of thy goodness and thy power have their due effect 
upon us, in causing us to set our hope only on thee, and 
not to forget thy works, but to keep thy commandments. 
Give imto us an increasing conviction, that without thee, 
we are nothing; and without thee, we can do nothing. 
It is only by thy grace that we are what we are.] In 
thee only have we righteousnesa and strength. Incline us 
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at all timed to hate the evil, and to love the good; and 
give mxto us such an appetite for, and grant unto us such 
abundant supplies of heavenly sustenance, and give unto 
us to be so delighted with the good things of heavenly 
love, that we may know how to refuse the evU, and to 
dioose the good, and be effectually guarded against mis« 
taking what is evil for what is good, and confounding 
what is true with what is falte. Let us keep our minds 
always open to receive instruction, and in a state of readi* 
ness and willingness to admit evidence, and to be led by 
the hand of truth from opinions or practices proved to be 
erroneous, to those which are true and good ; and let us 
be encouraged to cultivate this state of mind by the re* 
membrance of the blessing which thou hast pronoimced 
upon the meek. Give unto us to feel assured, that our 
truest adornment is that of a meek, and quiet, and teachable 
spirit. Let us not be wise in our own eyes, least we 
should despise instruction, and cast thy words behind us, 
and in so doing, exclude the light of heaven Irom our 
minds* Let us not be desirous of vainglory, praise, or re« 
putation, on accoimt of our works or services, but let us 
desire by love to serve one another. Teach us, and enable 
us, to do good for its own sake, hoping for nothing again. 
Incline us to follow peace with all men, remembering 
thy gracious words, ''Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
they shall be called the children of God.'^ [Grant 
unto us, O Lord, thy peace, that holy peace which comes 
by the removal of the elements of discord from the heart,, 
by the washing of regeneration. And in order to our 
finding, and continuing in peace with thee, help us to 
watch against all those sources of disagreement with our 
fellow-creatures, which our spiritual enemies are con- 
tinually desirous of opening within u&» . li^\» ^ 5s^^:i<st& vssi^ 
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cox^tant endeavotir to maintain peace with thee, by sliunw 
ning all that is evil, be a sure ground for our maintaining 
peace one with another. Encourage us with thy gracious 
word, " Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoeyer I command 
you." Help us to remember thy new and peculiar com* 
mandment, to love one another, even as thou hast loved 
us. Keep us in a friendly disposition to all healing 
designs; and incline us to hearken to peaceable counsels; 
whether offered to us by thy Word and Spirit in oui 
consciences, or by those who seek peace and pursue it; 
Ghiard us against the spuit of party; and wherever 
animosity and strife exist within our influence, help us to 
cast upon the troubled waters the oil of gentleness and 
peace. Ghiard us from indulging in the expression of 
feelings thai exasperate ourselves, while they irriti^ 
others. Guard us from unwise and intemperadte words, 
which tend to excite distaste towards us, and to destroy^ 
or diminish, our influence and usefulness. Help us also 
prudently to abstain from dl remarks likely to strengthen 
animosity or to perpetuate prejudice. Whexi we are 
called to suffer aggression, let us not avenge ourselves, 
but rather give place to the wrath of the aggressor,^ lest 
we increase wrath by an unwise opposition to it^ and so 
become an occasion to sin, to a weak and erring fellow- 
creature.] Teach.us habitually to suppress the rising of 
angry condemnation, by meeting it with the merciful 
spirit of pity, accompanied with an earnest prayer for the 
amendment of the offender. Help us to suppress the fiirst 
movement of that pride whence cometh contention ; and 
to put down every rebellious feeling which exalteth itself 
against peace and patience, gentleness and meekness. 
Help us to put away all bitterness and wrath and anger, 
and dambwt and evil speaking, with all malice. Under 



PBATEBS. 203 

grievous proTOcations, enable us to possess our souls in 
patience. Help us to bear one another's burdens, and to 
forbear one another in love, remembering thy forbearance, 
patience, and long-suffering towards us. May we learn 
from thy example, by improving daily in meekness and 
lowliness of heart, that so we may find rest unto our souls. 
[Remove from our minds all bitter resentments. Let the 
law of kindness be in our tongues, and be inscribed upon 
all our conduct. May we be easy to be entreated, and 
hard to be provoked. In all our behaviour may we so 
truly be followers of thee, as to experience the privileges, 
of thy children. O Prince of peace, we would yield our« 
selves up to thy government ! May thy laws of peace be 
exer dear unto us. May they be effectual to guide us 
under all circumstances, in following thy blessed example. 
Let us not render evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but, 
contrariwise, blessing, considering thee, O Saviour, who 
didst patiently endure so great contradiction of sinners 
against thyself. When we remember who it was that 
was called a lover of wine ; a deceiver of the people ; and 
a servant of Beelzebub ; and who it was that was derided, 
buffeted, scourged, spit upon, and crucified ; help us, O 
Lord to bear with patience, and if possible with cheerful* 
ness, our lighter tribidation. Should the language of 
insult wound us, or the hand of the wrongdoer oppress us, 
let us call to remembrance thy words to the persecutors 
and murderers of thy Humanity, and let us apply them to 
our own case^ saying, *' Thou couldest have no power 
at all against me, except it were given thee from above." 
Let us be content that the wicked should be unto us as 
thy sword, to slay in us the spirit of worldly ease, and 
of self-complacency, that our hopes and desires may be. 
kindled anew towards that world of ^^^« ^^^x^ "^^^^ 
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wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest ! 
And since injuries are so hard to bear, guard us, O Lord, 
from giving provocation ; that if we suffer wrong, it may 
not be through our own fault, or as evil-doers, but as 
those who do well. Let us be always circumspect in our 
behaviour, remembering the woe pronounced upon the 
man by whom the offence cometh. Under all circum* 
stances, help us to remember, that it is thy will that the 
just should live by his faith ; that the truth which we be- 
lieve should be the guide of our lives ; and that thus con- 
junction should be effected and maintained with thee, by 
the reception of righteousness from thee. May we so 
walk with thee upon earth in faith, purity, meekness, 
love, and good works, that we may dwell eternally with 
thee in heaven, and enter into thy joy, by freely co- 
operating with, and ministering to the purposes of thine 
infinite Love and Wisdom, for ever and ever.] Amen. 



LIX. 

O LoBD, we thankfully embrace the privilege of holding 
communion with thee ; and we beseech thee to help us to 
worship thee in spirit and in truth, that in thy presence 
we may experience some state of elevation above our 
ordinary desires and pursuits, and find refreshment and 
strength in the light of thy countenance, and while we 
supplicate thy mercy, enable us to trust in thee with our 
whole hearts. [Wearied with inward strife, and outward 
hostility, we are ready to exclaim, '* Woe is me, that I 
sojourn in Mesech ; that I dwell in the tents of Kedar ; 
My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace! 
when I am for peace, they are for war.*' Those who love 
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tliee not, speak evil of that which they understand not ; 
contradicting and deriding thy holy truth, and persecuting 
with contempt and slanderous speeches, all who love thy 
name, Lord Jesus Christ, and worship thee as the Only 
God of heaven and earth. Our earnest offers of the 
riches of divine truth are accounted an offence, but 
although for our love, they are our adversaries, we give 
ourselves unto prayer ; not avenging ourselves, but humbly 
committing our cause unto thee. Help us, O Lord, when 
unjustly assailed by those who call themselves Christians, 
but who are not like-minded with thee, to take comfort in 
the reflection, that although our name be cast out as evil, 
the Lord knoweth them that are his. Let our desire for 
the favour of man be so subordinate to our desire for thy 
approbation, that unmerited disappointment shall not dis- 
turb our serenity. Let us patiently receive injuries from 
men, and temptations from evil spirits, as at thy hand, 
knowing that they are equally permitted for our good* 
Under all trials, temporal and spiritual, let us not despise 
thy chastening, by refusing to improve it ; neither let us 
cast away our confidence, by murmuring or despondency. 
Let us not grow weary and faint in thy service. Let us- 
not yield to feelings of consternation, as though our. 
enemies were mightier than our Protector ; or as if it were 
possible, that thy promise could utterly fail. Let us not 
permit our faith to become powerless by the destruction of 
our hope. Let us not, through imbelief, render oursdvea 
unflt for thy purposes, and for employment in thy work. 
Let us rather, by resignation and patience, be in subject 
tion to the Father of our spirits, and live. Let us re« 
member, that blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; 
and that he that overcometh shall inherit all things. Let 
us rely on thy gradoos promiseB) ^\i<ttiV!&saraL«A.^a^» ^'^'^^i»x 
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thou not ; for I am with thee ; be not dismayed ; for I 
am thy Gbd: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness/' "I will hold thy hand and will keep 
thee." " I, Jehovah, will guide thee continually." ** Is 
there any thing too hard for me, saith Jehovah P "] There 
is nothing, O Lord, too hard for thee. The things which 
are impossible to man in his weakness, are possible to thee 
in thine omnipotence. Yea, all things are possible to him 
that believeth. Thy grace is sufficient for us; and thy 
promise cannot possibly fail. Help us, also, to remember 
without discouragement, that neither can thy assurance 
prove otherwise than true, that in the world, thy faithful 
disciples shall have tribulation. Let us be of good cheer; 
—thou hast overcome the world ; and thou wilt enable us 
to do the same. And since among our various trials, we 
must needs pasa through evil report as well as good report, 
help us to accouht it a small thing to be judged of man's 
judgment, provided that we have a good hope that we pos- 
sess, in thy approbation, the honour which eometh from God 
only. Help us to bear with those who become our enemies 
wrongfully, by the encouraging consideration, that the Lord 
judgeth our right and our cause; and the Lord careth for the 
righteous. Let us study to be quiet ; let us guard against 
those passions which lead to enmity, and whence come strife 
and contention. Let us examine our own selves, and prove 
our own selves^; lest, in any matter, our hearts should be 
estranged from thee. Let us know by experience, that to 
be spiritually*n}inded is life and peace. When the events 
of time are adverse toi our wislies, may they serve to ren- 
der us the more; anxious and d^gent to lay up treasure in 
heaven. Wheiii ^«ee that earthly good and enjoyments are 
$o Utile iib be counted oa9,aad so little to be confided in, let 
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us the more earnestly place all our expectation, and all our 
confidence in thee. And especially, should sad experience 
remind us of thy words, '* Cursed is the man that trusteth 
in man, and maketh flesh his arm," let us then be com* 
forted by thy other declarations, which show the blessed- 
ness of those who trust only in thee, and make thee only 
the foundatipn of the^ir hopes. If all else should fail us, 
thou wilt never fail us. Thou wilt be the strength of our 
hearts, and our portion for ever. All things are in thy 
hand ; and thou dost not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men. Our trials are not of thy will, but of our > 
neccessiiy, insomuch that we could not otherwise be pre- 
pared for thy heavenly kingdom. Thou dost chasten us 
for our profit, to make us partakers of thy holiness. 
{Blessed is the man wh<»n thou chastenest, and teachest 
put of thy law. Whom. the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. When we 
are called to endure chastening, let us know that it is a 
proof that thou d^est with us as Aons, for without chas- 
tisement, whereof all thy children are partakers, we should 
not be sons, but aliens, and strangers to the hope of eternal 
life. Let us not be envious when w^ behold the prosperity 
of the wicked. It is because they are not in trouble as 
other men, that pride encompasseth them, and violence 
covereth them; hence aldo they are corrupt, uttering 
words oi oppression, and speaking loftily: it is because 
they have no changes, that they fear not Grod. By means 
of the furnace of trial and temptation, thou wilt purge 
away our dross. Thou wilt purify the sons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and silver; that they may offer unto 
thee, the Lord their Gk)d, au offenng of righteousness. 
Thus wilt thou make thy people spiritually kings and 
priests utLto thyself, by enabling tb&m\x^ ^s^^a^^'ossssSA 
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in jostioe and jodgment, and to offer noto tbee the aoeepUbk 
sacrifice €i daith and lovej May we thy aenrants so Im* 
proYC the means of purification afforded by thy Spirit* 
thy Word, and thy I^videnoe, that we may be fovrnd 
meet for the society of the spirits of the jnst made perfect; 
fit to enter into their pnre engagements, and to partake of 
their holy delights, for ever and ever. Amen« 



IX 

O LoBD Jesus Christ, we adore thee as the great 
Jehovah manifested in Person. We acknowledge thy Di« 
vine Humanity to be unto us all that thou, as the invisible 
Jehovah, wast to the Israelitish church. We acknow- 
ledge that as to thy Humanity, as well as thy Divinity, 
thou art our Judge, our Lawgiver, our King, and our 
Saviour. And since thou canst not possibly fill these rela* 
tions without possessing all the attributes of Deity, there* 
fore do we also confess, that even as to thy Humanity, 
thou art Omniscient, Omnipotent, and Omnipresent. O 
give unto us to reverence thee, and to stand in awe of thee, 
as our Judge, that our souls may be incited to inquire 
what we must do to be saved, and how we may best pre* 
pare ourselves to meet thee in judgment ; and how we may 
become of the number of those who are regenerated, and 
made righteous, by thy Word and Spirit. To this end» 
may we be led to receive thee as our Lawgiver, by receiv* 
ing the laws of thy Holy Word, to be the sole guide of our 
faith and life. May we reverently accept thee, as our 
King, by obeying thy laws, and receiving thy kingdom of 
love, wisdom, and peace, into our souls. May we earnestly 
seek communion and conjunction with thee in all thy gra« 
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cious relations to us. [Then shall we be continually under 
thy kind protection, and thou wilt save us from the foes of 
our own household, from all the evil and false principles 
which inhere in our natural mind. Thou wilt save us from 
all our sins, and from all our spiritual enemies who are in 
alliance with them, and thou wilt give unto us rest and 
safety from all our enemies round about. Enable us to 
perceive, that in order to meet thee as our favourable Judge 
hereafter, we must look unto thee while we are here, that 
in thy light we may see light, and so judge ourselves with 
the strict judgment of heavenly truth, as to cast aside all 
disposition to favour, and excuse ourselves. But while we 
judge ourselves with severity, let us not so judge others ; 
but let our judgment of them be tempered with mercy and 
charity, that we may receive mercy at thy hand. While, 
however, we ask that our judgment of others may be the 
judgment of truth, softened by charity, we pray thee to 
guard us from judging under the influence of that spurious 
and merely natural affection which is too often confounded 
with charity, but which, being the result of natural timidity, 
or personal partiality, tends only to blind the judgment, 
and to render it careless, inactive, and undiscriminating. 
Shew us that the judgment of charity reqiures, that we 
should possess a full and ^ clear view of the errors of our 
brethren, in order that we may be enabled to minister to 
them wisely for their good, by remonstrance, admonition, 
or counsel ; and that we ought to be as willing to become 
acquainted with their faults, in order to do them good, as 
are the malicious and the worldly, for the purpose of exposing 
them. We desire to perceive, that true charity can never 
be a blind charity, but must always be united with the 
penetrating judgment of genuine truth. We perceive that 
thy Gospel requires, that we should kuo^ iii;^t&»SL'^\»x'N^C!i^ 
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flesh, but only after the spirit ; that we should not judge 
from personal partiality, but from spiritual principles ; and 
that eyen thou, O Saviour, now that thou hast fiilly glori'^ 
fied thy Humanity, art not to be thought of according to 
the flesh, but art to be approached as infinite Love and 
Wisdom in a divine-human form. We perceive that he 
who by regeneration abides in thee, and draws his life from 
thee, even as the branch lives from the vine, is altogether 
a new creature; that the old things of merely natural and 
personal feeling, and the judgment founded thereon, are 
passed away, and that all things are become new, inasmuch 
as all things in the renewed and purified mind, are of thee 
only. In all our dealings with our fellow-men, may we act 
under the leading of those new and spiritual principles 
which we derive from thee. Ijct no weakness of under- 
standing, or impurity or blindness of affection, prevent 
our judging and acting at all times according to the dio* 
tates of a genuine conscience, formed by unadulterated 
goodness, and unperverted truth. Help us to resemble 
thee by uniting mercy with judgment in all our conduct 
and behaviour. Help us to act wisely, and to behave our« 
selves with uniform propriety, and to walk, in all our 
domestic and social relations, in integrity of heart. Give 
us wisdom in the choice of our associates. Let us set no 
wicked thing before our eyes. Let no unhallowed purpose 
allure us. Give unto us to hate and shun, the example of 
the wicked. Let it not cleave to our imagination. Let 
us cause those who are perverse in heart to depart from 
us ; and suffer us not to accept from choice, any wicked 
cpmpanion. He that slandereth his neighbour, let us cut 
off' from our acquaintance ; and to him that hath a high 
look and a proud heart, let us yield no preference. Let us 
give no countenance to him that worketh deceit or speaketh 
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falsehood, by admitting him to our society. But let our 
eyes be upon the faithful of the earth, that they may asso- 
ciate with us ; and let us desire the friendship and service of 
those only who walk in the way of the upright.] Be with 
us, Saviour, every where, and at all times ; in health 
and in sickness ; in prosperity and adversity ; and in all 
the changing events and circumstances of life. Thott 
canst sanctify all states of mind, and soften and sweeten 
aU occurrences, by the presence of thy love and peace. 
Deign to accept the free-will offering of ourselves, our ser» 
vices, our thanks, and our praise. We have found that 
thy ways are ways of pleasantness, and that all thy paths 
are peace. We have experienced, that in keeping thy 
conunandments, there is great reward. Truly the voice of 
rejoicing and salvation is in the dwellings of the righteous. 
It is they only who are enabled to use their powers of rea« 
son and understanding, so as to become by the right use 
of them, partakers of true happiness. It is they only who 
can truly say, '' How precious is thy loving kindness, O 
God, therefore the children of men put their trust irnder 
the shadow of thy wings : we are abundantly satisfied with 
the fatness of thy house, and thou makest us to drink of 
the river of thy pleasures ; for with thee is the fountain of 
life, and in thy light do we see light." All the experience 
of thy children abounds with delightful inducements to 
purity, love, and faithfulness. May such be our expe-* 
rience, O merciful Father, and may it lead us to a patient 
continuance in well-doing ; animated and encouraged by a 
lively hope [of eternal glory, and a blessed inmiortality. 
And that we may so labour in thy vineyard as finally to 
receive the promised reward ; and to become the willing 
and happy servants, and affectionate children, of Iufix\vi<^ 
Love and Goodness, for ever and e^^ec^ knv^ecv. 
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LXI. 

Father of mercies, we approacli unto thee as our faith* 
ful Friend, and our continual Benefactor. We approach unto 
thee with the deepest feelings of gratitude, as the Eedeemer 
of mankind, and the Saviour of them that believe in. thee^ 
trust in thee, and keep thy conunandments. We thanks 
fully appropriate the encouraging words, " Draw nigh to 
God and he will draw nigh to you." [Thou didst overcome 
the world ; thou didst destroy the works of the devil '^ thou 
didst, thine own self, bear our sins, in thine own body, on 
the tree, that we, being dead to sin, should not live any 
longer therein, but walk in newness of life, and become 
alive unto thee through righteousness. By thy stripes, O 
Saviour, we are healed ; by thy suffering and temptations, 
salvation is brought near unto us ; for in that thou didst 
suffer, as to thy Humanity, being tempted, thou art able to 
succour them that are tempted; and by means of our 
temptations on the one hand, and the operation of thy 
Holy Spirit on the other, thou art able to heal all our spiritual 
diseases, and to restore us to the health and vigour of spl« 
ritual life. All this, we thankfully confess, we owe to thine 
infinite condescension, in thyself taking our spiritual in* 
firmities and bearing our sicknesses. We rejoice to hear 
thee say to thy creatures, " Come unto me that ye may have 
life :" "I am the Eesurrection and the Life:" "I am come 
that ye might have life, and that ye might have it more 
abundantly :" " Because I live, ye shall live also :" " Come 
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." Lord, encourage U3 to accept thy gracioua 
invitations. Let us not unthankfuUy stand at a distance 
from thee, as if thou hadst never said, " Ye are my frienda 
Jfjre do whatsoever I command you ;" or as if thoy hadst 
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never effected that great work of Redemption, by which 
thy creatures, even while they were enemies, and afar off, 
were reconciled, and brought near unto thee. How ought 
we to rejoice that we are enabled to say, "we were as 
sheep going astray, but now are we returned unto the 
good Shepherd and Guardian of our souls." To whom 
should we go but unto thee, who alone hast the words of 
eternal life? O let us cultivate constantly, that devout 
communion with thee, as our Almighty Father and Friend, 
which becomes dutiful and affectionate children. Let us 
not keep at a distance from thee either through coldness or 
want of love, or by cherishing any known evil, either in 
deed, or in thought ; for no evil can dwell with thee, and 
all iniquity is as a wall of separation between thee, and thy 
disobedient creatures. Let us .not become enemies to thee, 
or so continue, by the indulgence of any degree of enmity 
against those who injure us, since all, without exception, 
are the objects of thy merciful care. Neither let U3 with- 
draw ourselves from the influences of thy love, by withdraw* 
ing our sympathies from any of our fellow-creatures, how- 
ever unworthy of our esteem.] We earnestly desire, most 
blessed Saviour, to draw nearer to thee continually, by be* 
coming more like thee in all the activities of love, mercy, 
and pity. We would humbly confess, while we adore the 
greatness of thy Love, and aspire to some resemblance to 
it, that our inordinate love for things created, and our in- 
ordinate desire towards outward gratifications, prevent the 
entrance of heavenly love from thee, and constitute the 
great hindrance to our becoming like thee. Turn us, we 
beseech thee, from all vain objects that withdraw our affec- 
tions from thee. Enable us so truly to estimate the love 
wherewith thou hast loved us, thy tender compassion, thy 
jreadiness to forgive, and thy wiltu\^^'& V^ ;t»?«^« *^&^ ^^s^^ 
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hearts may be filled with gratitude, and powerfully be at- 
tracted towards thee, and engaged to do thy will in all 
things. Touch our hearts with such a sense of thine in* 
finite loveliness, and loving-kindness, that we may ex- 
perience stronger desire towards thee, and the good and 
the truth which are from thee, than to any thing besides ; 
and find such delight in thee, and in thy holy ways, that 
we may love and desire outward things in comparison, as 
if we loved and desired them not. Shed abroad thy love 
in our hearts by thy Holy Spirit. And may we so receive 
it without hindrance from our lower affections, that we 
may love thee with all our heart, and soul, and mind, and 
strength. Shew us outward things in their true light, 
that we may see them to be as nothing in comparison with 
the riches of thy kingdom. Shew them in their proper 
connexion with eternal things, and grant unto us to per- 
ceive, and to be deeply sensible, that only in this con- 
nexion, are they worthy of our serious regard. Shew us 
that temporal goods, when not made subordinate to eternal 
goods, or if they are desired and sought only for their own 
sake, are not only vile and refuse in themselves, but be* 
come by their perversion, a cause of hindrance to our sal- 
vation, to which, nevertheless, they were designed to be 
instrumental. Deliver us from all anxiety for temporal 
prosperity, especially when grounded in a vain-glorious 
desire for worldly honour, influence, or estimation. Let us 
find more satisfaction in the light of thy countenauce, than 
in the increase of the possessions and enjoyments of this 
transitory state of existence. Let not our hearts be so 
engrossed with the good gifts of thy Providence as to for- 
get thee their bountiful Giver. Engage to thyself our best 
affections, and help us to prove our love to thee, by hating 
all that is evil, by delighting in doing thy commandments^ 
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and in bending our wills to thine. So may we become 
rooted and grounded in love to thee, and to our neigh- 
bour, and to all that is good and true. [Thou only, 
Lord Jesus Christ, art the blessed foundation of all our 
great and glorious expectations. Thou hast promised to 
thy true disciples such bliss and glory hereafter, as trans- 
cend all their power to conceive. Quicken our hope to 
arrive at that blessed place which thou hast prepared for 
us. In all our troubles sustain us by the hope of ever- 
lasting peace. When we are assailed by temptations, and 
stretch forth our hands unto thee, and when our souls 
thirst after thee as a thirsty land, hide not, Lord, thy 
face from us ; sustain us through the night, and cause us 
to hear thy loving-kindness in the morning, for in thee do 
we trust. Let our hope, O Lord our Eedeemer, be only 
in thee, for with thee there is mercy, and with thee there 
is plenteous redemption, for thou wilt redeem thy people 
from all their iniquities, and wilt cast their sins behind 
thee. Having this good hope, and the blessed prospect, of 
finally becoming inhabitants of thy heavenly kingdom, may 
we daily prepare to meet thee at thy coming to reckon 
with us, by purifying our souls in obeying the truth, even 
as thou art pure. So shall our hopes be rationally formed, 
and immoveably founded on the rock of thy Holy Word, 
and death shall certainly prove to our emancipated spirits 
the gate of everlasting life.] Amen. 



Ml* 



LXII. 

Loud, thou hast placed us in this preparatory stage 
of existence, to learn to do thy holy will with diligence and 
faithfulness, and patiently to suffet tiio^ ^^^scAi^^^^a^ Oi 



216 PRAYIRS. 

thy Providence, which are adverse to our natural feelings. 
And herein, righteous and almighfy Goyemor of all 
things, we desire to see, and thankfully to adore, thy wis- 
dom and goodness. Thou hast enabled us to peroeive, 
that by means of sufferings patiently oidured, thou dost 
bring our natural affections and appetites into subjection; 
thou dost moderate our desire for outward good; thou 
dost correct our unreasonable expectations; thou dost 
withdraw our disappointed hopes firom things transient 
and unsatisfying, and dost direct them to imperishable, 
and never failing delights, in that better world above, 
where all things are most real, substantial, and eternal. 
We are enabled also to perceive, that by means of the dili- 
gent performance of our duty, as ordained in thy holy 
commandments, thou dost more firmly establish our hearts 
■in the affections of goodness, and our understandings in 
the perceptions of truth, all of which are thy gifts, and the 
testimonies of thy love, to them that seek thee. Thus do 
we perceive, that all things are so ordered by thy good 
Providence, as most effectually to break down in us the 
destructive power of self and hell ; and to set up in its 
place, and firmly to establish, that blessed power of good- 
ness and truth Arom thee, which is the very power of 
heaven. [But although thou hast warned us of the ne- 
cessity of our suffering tribulations and temptations, in 
order to our purification, no sooner do they come upon us, 
than we are overwhelmed with surprize, alarm, and im- 
patience ; and so forgetful are we of thy gracious inten- 
tion therein, that we almost regard them as indications 
that thou hast forsaken us, or hast remitted thy watchful 
care over us. Have mercy, O Lord, upon our weakness, 
and our blindness, and help us to suppress our unworthy 
repinings, lest we should sin against thee, by charging our 
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Ood foolishly. Let us not think it strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try us, as though some strange thing 
had happened to us ; but rather, if possible, let us rejoice, 
inasmuch as we are thereby made partakers of those suf- 
ferings by which thy Humanity was perfected ; that when 
thy glory shall be revealed in us, we may be glad also 
with exceeding joy. Assuredly thou permittest that only 
which is best to happen to us, in order that that which is 
best may be done by us ; even that we may learn obedi- 
ence by the things which we suffer, according to thy own 
blessed example in the world. We know that thy true 
followers, when they have entered upon eternal glory and 
felicity, vnUl number amongst the most signal of thy 
mercies, the trials they have undergone for their purifica- 
tion. Help us to glorify thee in the day of our visitation, 
by an entire resignation to thy will, an humble submission 
to thy Providence, and a patient abiding under the shadow 
of thy wings, until our calamity be overpast. It is in 
seasons of affliction more especially that we are led to 
perceive, how unsearchable are thy judgments, and thy 
ivays past finding out ! It is then that we learn the depth 
of the riches of the wisdom, the knowledge, the power, and 
the goodness of our God ! It is then that we are taught, 
by inward experience, the truth of that which we had out- 
wardly learned, that thou art our only refuge and strength, 
a very present help in time of trouble. It is then that we 
experience, that as the power of the outer man decays, 
that of the inner man is renewed ; that what is wanting in 
our spiritual state is supplied; and all that pertains to 
salvation is promoted and perfected. It is then that our 
grateful hearts are prompted to exclaim, *^ I have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seetk 
thee ! " O that all our tribulation m«^ "w^xY ^<«)iAssQ5ifo^vis^ 



218 PEAYERS. 

patience lead to a blessed experience of thy gracious iuten* 
tions, and thy unfailing goodness. Let not our unim- 
proved trials drive us from thee ; but being sanctified by 
faith and patience, let our sorrows attract us to thee ; that 
80 we may be ever near thee, and live only in the light of 
thy countenance. Let us not impatiently pray to have oar 
trials shortened, but to be enabled faithfully and patiently 
to endure to the end, and through thy gracious assistance 
to hope, and quietly wait, for the salvation of the Lord. 
Let us not be so anxious for the termination of our trials, 
as to forget that all-important work of faith and patience, 
which thou hast given us to do.] May thy merciful pur- 
poses concerning us be accomplished ; and may we ever be 
found working together with thee in all thy providential 
dispensations. And O that we may fimsh our mortal 
course with joy, and enter into everlasting rest from spiri« 
tual combats, receiving as the reward of our triumph, ob- 
tained only through thee, the crown of everlasting life! 
Possessing this glorious hope, though we walk in the midst 
of trouble, thou wilt revive us ; thou wilt dispel the dark 
clouds that hide thy face from us; thou wilt hush our 
storms to peace, and give us to know, that the Lord is 
mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea. When the imperfections and 
evils of our nature are strongly brought to our experience, 
by the agency of the spirits of darkness upou our desires 
and thoughts, suffer us not to be dismayed, nor to doubt 
our final deliverance and triumph. And since no one is 
tempted above that he is able to bear; and since no one 
can be assailed unless he be duly prepared for the conflict^ 
being armed with the weapons of truth grounded in good« 
ness which thou hast given him; let us conclude that 
temptations may truly be regarded as the proper marks of 
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thy children. [Let us cast out, as an appearance con-> 
traiy to truth, the thought injected into our minds by the 
tempter for our discouragement, that the evils and falses 
which are present in temptations, are real evidences of a 
state of alienation from thee. Let us justly attribute them 
to the tempter rather than to ourselves, and in thy name, 
remand them to the abode of darkness, whence they 
originate. Bring to our remembrance, when the sorrows 
of our hearte are enlarged, and our souls are disquieted 
within us, the encouraging assurance, that temptations are 
the tokens of thy love.] And when our hearts are over* 
whelmed within us, do thou lead us to the rock which ia 
high abote us, for thou, Lord Jehovah Jesus, art a 
Bock of everlasting strength, and to thy name alone ba 
glory and honour for ever and ever. Amen. 



Lxin. 

LoBD of life and Ught, we would come into thy presence 
with grateful hearts, overflowing with love and thankfulness 
for thy amazing condescension. How great was the mercy 
that moved thee to address thy erring and sinful creatures 
in those gracious words of thine, ** Incline your ear, and 
come unto me ; hearken and your soul shall live ; and I 
will make an everlastuig covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies of David.*' When we contemplate the immensity 
of thy Divine benevolence ; and remember the comparative 
narrowness and selfishness of our own views and feelings ; 
we humbly respond to thy own solemn testimony con« 
cerning thyself, and say,— thy thoughts are, indeed, not as 
our thoughts, neither are thy ways as our ways ; for as the 
heavens are higher than the eariVi, «o vt^ \Xi^ ^«^^\^N^g^ 
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than our ways, and thy thoughts higher then our thoughts. 
[We are not worthy to receive thee into our minds, neither 
are we worthy to come unto thee, neyertheless, thy com* 
passion, which never faileth, will grant unto the humhle 
and the contrite, a gracious reception. We confess it to he 
our noblest privilege to love thee, and to serve thee ; and 
yet how oflen have we exchanged this, our highest glory, 
for that which doth not profit 1 We have forgotten our 
espousals to thee, and have departed from our first love. 
We have gone far from thee ; and have walked after vanity, 
and have become vain. Therefore have our spiritual ad* 
versaries prevailed against us, and have laid waste the land 
of promise within us, so that our cities are burnt up, 
without inhabitant. The vineyard thine own right hand 
hath planted, is burnt with fire ; it is cut down ; the boar 
out of the wood doth waste it, and the \nld beast of the 
field doth devour it. And all this we have procured unto 
ourselves, because we have forsaken the Lord our God, 
when he led us by the right way, and gave us to drink of 
the river of God, which is full of water. Deign to follow 
us in mercy, even when, through the pride of our hearts, 
we place science above wisdom, and more esteem our own 
powers of reasoning, than the heavenly perceptions which 
thou bestowest upon the meek and lowly in heart. When 
our thoughts are darkened by self-confidence arising from 
self-love, let us hear thy gracious remonstrance,—" What 
hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters 
of Sihor ? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria^ 
to drink the waters of the river P" Great indeed, are the 
inquietude and disorder which our unfaithfulness and per- 
verseness have too frequently induced upon our minds! 
But, Lord, we trust in thee, that our sufferings shall 
Hot prove in vain. . Let the fruits of our wickedness correct 
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US, and of our backslidings reprove us, that We may know, 
and see, that it is an evil, and a bitter things to forsake the 
Lord our God.] Help us to humble ourselves before thee; 
and let us turn unto thee, rending our hearts, and not our 
garments; — seeking rather a change in the state of our 
affections, than trusting to our intelligence in religious 
doctrine, or the diligent performance of the outward duties 
of worship. Teach us to sow to ourselves in righteousness, 
that we may reap in mercy; and to break up our fallow 
ground, and earnestly to seek thee, that thou mayest come 
unto us, and rain righteousness upon us. Thou liast given 
unto us a kingdom that cannot be moved, so long as we 
maintain our fidelity to thee ; help us, then, O Lord, to 
hold fast that grace which thou hast given us, whereby we 
may serve thee acceptably, with lowly reverence; and godly 
fear. O that we may thus acquire a likeness to thy love, 
knowing that those who have received grace, and who im- 
prove it not, shall certainly find thee, O Sun of righteous- 
ness, a consuming fire, by reason of their own contrariety 
to thy holy and merciful nature ! How great is the pri- 
vilege afforded by thy grace, of becoming like thee, and by 
virtue of such likeness, of being eternally conjoined with 
thee ; of becoming consociated with the angels of heaven, 
and of holding the powers of darkness in subjection! So 
far as we have used this grace to thy glory, we render unto 
thee the merit, and the praise. Eemembering thy mighty 
deliverances, and manifoM mercies, we desire to sing forth 
the honour of thy name, and to make thy praise glorious. 
[How marvellous are thy works ! Through the greatness 
of thy power, shall thine enemies submit themselves unto 
thee. All the earth shall worship thee. Thou Shalt ju^ge 
the world in righteousness, and shalt minister judgment to 
the people in uprightness. T\iOU, ^ao» ^w^>a^ ^\«sR«t ^ 
refuste to the oppressed, a towet oi i«Sxv\^ Vsw^^sb.^ ^ 
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trouble; and they that know thy name will put their 
trust in thee, for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them 
that seek thee* Thy law is perfect, restoring the soul; 
thy testimony is sure, making wise the simple; thy 
statutes are right, rejoicing the heart; thy command* 
ment is pure, enlightening the eyes; thy judgments are 
more to be desired than gold ; yea, than much fine gold* 
Thine eye is upon them that fear thee, and upon them that 
hope in thy mercy, to deliver their soul from death, and to 
keep them alive in famine. Our soul waiteth for thee 
O Lord ; thou art our help, and our shield.] Our heart 
shall rejoice in thee, because we have trusted in thy holy 
name. We trusted in thee, and thou hast helped us. Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in thee. Let thy mercy, O Lord» 
be upon us, according as we hope in thee. Vouchsafe 
unto us such a full and dear manifestation of the universe 
ality, and transcendent goodness of thy Divine Providence, 
as to remove from our minds every anxious wish for the 
future, except indeed, that all thy dispensations may be 
met with meekness and confidence ; and be devoutly im- 
proved by patience and thankfulness. But above all, we 
pray that we may ever clearly perceive, and never overstep, 
the boundary of purity, peace, and safety. So shall we 
become thy children indeed, prepared to dwell with thee 
our Father in heaven for ever and ever. Amen. 



LXIV. 



O Lord Jesus Christ, in coming before thee to offer our 
worship and supplication, we desire solemnly to remember 
thy relation to us as the eH-ngbteoMS^ and all-seeing Gk)d» 
There is no creature that is iiotTiiaxa!L^V»m>i>Ei^ ^^^^•x ^^ 
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all things iare naked and open before thee ; yea, thine eyes 
are upon all our ways ; and our ways, and our iniquity, are 
not hid from thee. Thou art our only Eedeemer and 
Saviour, as well as our Creator* We desire to see, and 
also deeply to feel our need of thee,— our need to be saved 
from our sins, and to be sanctified through thy truth. Be 
pleased to shew us what is amiss in us, and iucHne us con* 
tinually to apply ourselves to receive, and earnestly to co* 
operate with, thy Spirit of grace, according to thy Gospel 
of salvation. [We see how glorious is the standard of 
Christian holiness and self-renunciation presented in thy 
Gospel ; but when we look upon ourselves, and compare 
ourselves with it, we are filled with shame, and confusion. 
We loathe ourselves in our own sight for the evils we have 
done, and the iniquities we have committed ; yea, we abhor 
ourselves, and repent, in dust and ashes. How unsuitable 
has our conduct been to our profession 1 how inconsistent 
our characters with the doctrines and principles we have 
embraced 1 We call thy holy Gospel our rule of life, but 
how often do we appear in our practice to be ignorant, or 
unmindful of its privileges. We forget the relations into 
which we have entered, and the obligations we have in- 
curred, by the acceptance of the New Covenant. In pros- 
perity and health, we have been worldly-minded and un- 
thankful, vain and proud ; and in adversity and sickness^ 
we have been sullen, and froward; murmuring and des- 
ponding. We have presumed upon thy long suffering and 
forbearance, and the many mercies which should have at- 
tracted us, and bound us to thy service. We have rebelled 
'against thy chastenings, although we knew they were in- 
tended for our good, and designed to be instrumental to 
the breaking down of our selfish hopes, and our vain con- 
fidences. We knew that in our caxivsi xcMsA^'CcKt^Na^'^ 



221 PRATER9. 

root of enmity against thee and thy righteous laws, and yet 
we disregarded thy gracious and most salutary admonitioD, 
to watch and pray, lest we enter into temptation. We 
have confessed the great value of humility, and yet have 
walked as if we deemed self-confidence and carelessness np 
detriment, and circumspection and self-distrust no serious 
obligations. How superficial and transient have been even 
our best states of mind, although from their experience wib 
were willing to hope, that we were thy true and regenerate 
children. Nevertheless, O Lord, our hope is in thee^ and our 
trust is in thy unfailing mercy and compassion. Our hope is, 
that thou wilt revive us,'and take away our iniquity, and give 
good unto us; and that we shallyetseethe good of thy chosen, 
rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, and glory with thine 
inheritance.] We have reason to be thankful for thy long- 
suffering and unwearied patience towards us ; and the re- 
membrance thereof affords a just ground of hope, and a 
joyful expectation for the future. Keep us from all hin- 
drances to thy effectual operation upon our souls, and es- 
pecially guard us from a reliance upon our own strength^ 
and a confidence in our own intelligence. [Remind n^ 
that the way of man is not in himself : it is not in the man 
that walketh to direct his steps. Though many be the 
devices in a man's heart, it is the counsel of the Lord that 
alone shall stand. Yea, a man's goings are of the Lord ; 
his heart may devise his way, but it is the Lord who direct 
his steps. If we lean not to our own understanding, but 
in all our ways acknowledge thee, thou, O Lord, wilt direct 
our path ; and when we commit our way unto thee, and 
trust in thee according to thy Word, our ends and purpose^ 
thou wilt surely bring to pass. Never may thy servants 
be of the numb^ of those who take counsel, but not oi 
thee ; and enter into covenant, but not by thy Spirit, that 
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they may add sin to sin. Cause us to know the way 
wherein we should walk, for in thee do we trust, and unto 
thee do we lift up our souls. Teach us to do thy wUl, for 
thou art our God ; thy Spirit is good, lead us into the 
land of uprightness, and quicken us for thy mercy's sake, 
O grant unto us to hearken unto counsel, and to be willing 
to receive instruction, that we may be wise in our latter 
end. But let us not, through indolence in reflecting, or in 
acting upon thy truth, confine it to the outer court of our 
memory, for thou desirest truth in our inward parts ; thou 
waitest to inscribe it upon our hearts, that in the hidden, and 
interior recesses of our minds, thou mayest make us to know 
wisdom.] Four down upon us, O Lord, the wisdom that 
descends only from above. Help our judgments to discern 
what is right, and incline our wills to prefer what is best. 
In all doubts and difficulties, do thou draw nigh to us, 
for thou alone canst effectually help us; and incline us, in 
full sincerity of heart, to draw nigh to thee. Help us to 
acquiesce in all the dispensations of thy Providence ; and 
thankfully to acknowledge, that thy superintending hand 
is upon us, and always for our good. In prosperity, keep 
us from forgetting thee ; in adversity, from thinking tbat 
we are forgotten by thee. Dissipate the fallacious appear- 
ance that thou hast forgotten to be gracious, and hast shut 
up thy tender mercies in displeasure. Keep us from ail 
excessive and unnecessary cares ; and firom groundless, and 
unprofitable depression. Teach us how to want patientlji 
as well as how to abound thankfully. Let not our out^ 
ward comforts become a snare to us through excessive 
indulgence ; let them not become an occasion of falling off 
from our duty, but rather let them prove an encourage- 
ment to pursue it with increased diligence, and to €<^\k£<^ 
after consolations of ft noblet Idxid^ li^X* ^ csv^ ^s^^* 
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ment8> inward and outward, conduce to our souls becoming 
more entirely thine, and more exclusively thy loved abode^ 
thine everlasting possession. And while we are engaged 
in the world, either in its lawful business or its innocent 
pleasures, let us not forget that we are in thy presence ; 
kt us put our trust in thee, and rejoice in thy divine pro* 
lection ; let us pursue our way with a cheerful confidencei 
because thou givest thine angels charge over us, to keep us 
in all our ways. Let us rejoice that thy goodness and 
mercy which have followed us all the days of our lives, 
will still follow us through the remainder of our earthly 
pilgrimage, until we are brought safely to our eternal 
home, and are admitted to dwell in thy house^ O Lord, for 
ever and ever* Amen. 



LXV. 

LoBD our Creator, in thine infinite love thou hast 
m^de us for everlasting happiness in heaven, and because 
thou art infinitely holy as well as blessed, and no impurity 
can possibly dwell with thee, thou hast commanded us to 
be holy as thou art holy. O may we ever remember that 
without holiness, no man shall see the Lord 1 It is only to 
the pure in heart, that thou hast promised the high privi- 
lege of seeing thee in the bright regions of 'immortality. 
It is only the pure in heart who can enter into thy holy joy. 
O. grant unto us a knowledge of our actual state, and 
enable. us to form a right conclusion concerning it. We 
know that our thoughts, and not only our thoughts, but 
even the thoughts of angels, are not perfectly pure in thy 
sight ; but O Searcher of hearts, thou knowest how ear- 
nestlf desirous we are to purify out thoughts before Ihee^ 
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and to think only suck thoughts as flow in from heaven. 
Through thy mercy we are enabled to delight in the law of 
God, after the inward man, but we And another law in our 
members warring against the law of God in our minds, and 
seeking to bring us into captivity to the law of sin. But 
while we feel humUiation on account of the flesh lusting 
against the spirit, we are consoled by the assurance, that 
thou wilt give us power, through the operation of thy Spirit 
in our spirit, to mortify the deeds of the body, that we 
may spiritually live. Help us, O Lord, to keep the body 
in subjection to the spirit, and both in subjection to thy 
will and Word. [Save us from all those baser thoughts 
and imaginations, which exclude, and render the spirit 
unfit for, the pure delights of chaste conjugial love. Cast 
out every incHnation and thought which originates in the 
concupiscences of the flesh. Bring all things sensual into 
subordination to things intellectual, and let both be ani- 
mated and sanctified by the life and purity, of celestial and 
spiritual love. Bruise the serpent's head within us, even 
as thou didst bruise it in thine own Humanity. Help us to 
overcome the power of that principle of sensual love, 
which so continually strives to poison our lower princi- 
ples, and to pervert our bodily activities. Not only keep 
us chaste and pure in our conversation, but likewise in our 
thoughts, seeing that our thoughts are heard in heaven, 
being manifested to the preceptions of attendant angels; 
and that all things, however secret, are naked and exposed 
before thee. Gird us with courage and might to engage in 
the needful conflict between the spirit and the flesh. Suf- 
fer not our infernal foes to induce upon us that carnal 
mindedness which is spiritual death, and which would de- 
stroy in us all spiritual life, and all relish for things 8.^\s.U 
tual and heavenly. Let not ain lei^ Vn wa TBLCfs\sSiL\sR^s»^ 
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that we should obey it in the lusts thereof* Let holiness 
leign in our immortal spirits, and let all things in our 
minds and bodies obey it, and be subject to its chaste 
affections and motives. Let us not depart from our first 
love* Help us to hold the beginning of our confidence 
even unto the end. Having received the elements of im- 
provement, let us go on, and press forward to perfection* 
When we are permitted to be assaulted by temptations ; 
when innumerable evils encompass us ; when our iniquities 
take hold upon us so that we are not able to look up ; 
when they appear to be more in number than the hairs of 
our head, so that our hearts fail us ; do thou have com-* 
passion, O Lord, upon our infirmities, and suffer us not to 
become a prey to our adversaries. Let us hear thee saying 
as of old, " Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation 
of the Lord." Thou canst open a way of deliverance in 
the hour of spiritual danger. Thou canst command peace 
to the storms of passion, and the unquiet thoughts which 
thence originate. When the stormy wind lifteth up the 
waves of the sea, thou makest the storm a calm, so that 
the waves thereof are still. Thou art the rock of our 
refuge, when the water-fioods threaten to overflow us. 
Thou art our deliverer from the prison-house of evil and 
falsehood. Thou art our Eedeemer from the bondage of 
hell. Thou, Lord, art surety for thy servants, for thine in- 
finite love, wisdom, and power, are pledged to protect, to 
uphold, and to save. Tea, in thy great work of redemp- 
tion, thou hast again become our surety ; for thou hast 
given us a pledge, in redeeming us from infernal captivity, 
of all thou art able and willing to do for us, in order to 
our salvation from sin. May we so hiunble ourselves under 
thy mighty hand, that thou mayest carry us triumphantly 
through all our trials, and exalt ua to &^\xit\xsl i^urlty, in 
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due time.] May we be sober-minded and vigilant, know* 
ing the subtlety of the adversary with which we are called 
to engage. In all our spiritual conflicts, may we firmly 
resist, and in thy strength overcome, steadfast in faith, and 
casting all our care upon thee, who carest for us. Dis* 
cover to us our peculiar infirmities and weaknesses. Shew 
us the sin that doth most easily beset us ; and let not our 
want of circumspection, nor our self'Ksonfidence, be the oc- 
casion of its prevailing against u& Let us not sin against 
the glorious light and love with which we have been 
favoured. Let us not sin against thee, who hast done so 
much for us, by m^cies and means of improvement ; by 
solemn calls and friendly warnings ; by deep convictions 
and gracious evidences both of our own unworthiness, and 
of thy surpassing goodness. Thou hast sent out thy light 
and thy truth, by which thou hast discovered to us our sin* 
fulness, and thy willingness to save us. Thou hast clearly 
displayed before us the way of salvation, urging us, by 
every gracious and powerful inducement, to walk therein. 
Thou hast begun a good work in us. O may it prosper 
in thy hand, by the mighty working of thy Spirit proceed- 
ing from thy Divine Humanity 1 So shall thy light and 
thy truth lead us, and continually guide ua^ until we 
arrive at thy holy hill, and at thy tabemade, whence 
cometh all our help, and all our peace, while we are 
dwellers upon earth ; and where, as we earnestly hope and 
desire, we shall find an everlasting abode. Amen. 



LXVI. 

Almighty Lord God, whose providential government 
embraces all things in all worlds, both 8i^irit\vsl«DL^\is*:»ia^, 
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we look up to thee with a deep sense of our entire depend* 
anoe upon thee. Not only are the afifairs of empires over- 
ruled by thy mighty hand, but even the very hairs of our 
head are all numbered ; so that we are under thy constant 
superintendence, guidance, and protection, as to every 
minute particular relating to our existence. Thou givest 
unto all creatures life, and breath, and all things. In thee 
we live, and move, and have our being. Thy Providence 
hath appointed our several stations and spheres of useful- 
ness, and hath determined the bounds of our habitations; 
and all thy dispensations conduce to this gracious end, 
that we may seek thee, find thee, and become eternally 
blessed in thee. Thou canst not be served by the hands of 
man, as if thou hadst need of any thing ; but thou re- 
quirest that we should serve -one another for thy sake, in 
the faithful discharge of our relative duties, that thy love, 
together with its pure delights, may be received by us, 
and abide in us, being established on the corresponding basis 
of actions resembling thine, and habits of purity and good- 
ness thence resulting. May we therefore be diligent in th^ 
discharge of the duties of our employment and station in life, 
industriously providing for ourselves and our dependants ; 
and may we be found acting with sincerity and upright- 
ness on all occasions ; and with a scrupulous determina- 
tion to render unto all their due. Indispose us to become 
burdensome to others; and at the same time, give us to 
find pleasure in rendering assistance. Give unto us need- 
ful skill and ability in the discharge of the duties of our 
calling ; guard us from self-complacency therein ; and in- 
cline us thankfully to give unto thee the merit and the 
praise. Help us to be punctual, just, and honourable, in 
in all our dealings. Give unto us fidelity in all things 
committed to our trust ; and help us to act as in thy sight. 
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and with a primary reference to thy rightedus will. In 
our carriage towards others, let us not be offensive to 
any one, but, as far as possible, kind and useful to all. 
[Quard us from indiscretion of speech, from idle curiosity, 
from all intrusion into the affairs of others, and from all 
words and actions through which mischief and dissension 
may arise; Set a watch, O Lord, before our mouth ; keep 
the door of our lips ; let not our hearts be inclined to any 
evil, to practise wicked works with men that work ini« 
quity; and let us not eat of their dainties. Inspire us 
with repugnance and disgust at the vain delights, and the 
frivolous and profitless conversation df the idle, whose con* 
strained activities are at best but evil uses, because they 
do not originate in the delight of doing good, and of ren- 
dering service. Whenever we discovier in ourselves an 
inclination to the unprofitable occupation of our time, or a 
fondness for idle conversation, admonish us of the spiritual 
dangers which surround the idle, and ihose who have no 
determination to active usefulness. Eemind us that every 
idle word that men shall speak, from the abounding of 
selfishness in the heart, they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment. Give unto us, O Lord, an active 
determination to usefulness, both in our words and actions. 
May we humbly and contentedly keep our stations, and 
quietly and industriously pursue our own business ; duly 
regarding what is becoming in the sight of all men, and of 
good report, but still more earnestly regarding what is excels 
lent for its own sake, and because of thy divine approbation 
thereto annexed. Guard us from all envious feeliugs 
towards those who are more prosperous than ourselves, and 
from all vain, foolish, and indiscreet endeavours to emulate 
their superior, or more expensive habits of life. Let not 
the example of the world, but let the dictates <iki^3Es^^^st^ 
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and Spirit, be the spring and the guide of our odndnot. 
Enable us to perceive at all times what is justly expected 
of us, and to yield it cheerfully, and without reluctance. 
Help us also to discern what things are excellent in thy 
sight, so that we may walk sincerely and uprightly, and 
keep a consdenoe void of offence towards God and man. 
Teach us how to walk wisely in our intercourse with the 
worldly-minded ; and kindly, with thy professed followeis. 
Give us wisdom, and a primary regard to our spiritual im* 
provement, in the choice of our associates, and enable us 
to become real helps and blessings to each other. Teadi 
ns such discretion in our words and actions, united with a 
generous forbearance and liberality of judgment, as shall 
enable us to preserve the affection and esteem of those tme 
^ends, whom thy providential goodness has bestowed 
upon us. Let us not be offended with others because they 
refuse to be benefited by us, or to unite with us in ap^ 
proaching thee, the Fountain of living waters. Let no 
worldly occurrences so ruffle and discompose our minds, as 
to close thy pavilion against us, even that secret place of 
thine wherein we are accustomed to meet thee, in the interior 
of our souls. Let us not be swayed by the fear of man; 
but let us approach all with a becoming confidence, know- 
ing that we love all men, and desire to do them good ; and 
that our intentions are upright in thy sight. Bemind us, 
that he that walketh uprightly, walketh surely. Guard ua, 
and guide us, O Lord, when, from necessity, we are asso* 
ciated with those who cannot conduce to our edification, 
and who are unwilling to receive good through our medium* 
Let not the disorderly activities of their unregenerate affeo* 
tions call forth our natural propensity to exaggerate offence, 
and return evil for evil, but let all such dispositions be met, 
and repelled, by thy warning voice, and thy overshadowing 
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hands. In whatever company we are placecti give unto us 
a prevailing sense of thy presence. Whenever the dictates 
of our conscience, and the opinion of the world, are in op<* 
position, enable us to maintain our integrity, and to be 
mindful of our Master in heaven. When we are unwilling- 
ly placed in opposition to others, let not our behaviour 
disparage our Christian character, by a manifestation of 
pride or passion, moroseness or indiscretion. Let us not 
cause the way of truth to be evU spoken of through our 
want of conformity with it* O let understanding and 
wisdom dwell within our lips, that nothing may proceed 
thence which is injurious, but only that which tends to 
promote usefulness, improvement, and happiness* Thou 
givest to the righteous to despise a multitude of words, 
and to perceive what is acceptable to the hearer, and to 
feed many with the counsels of faithfulness and truth. Let 
us not in conversation strive for mastery, but endeavour 
to promote the kindly feelings of charity, shewing, in a 
becoming behaviour, the meekness of wisdom. On all 
suitable occasions, open thou our lips, that our mouthsi 
may shew forth thy praise* Give unto us a discreet con- 
siderateness to weigh before hand what is best to be xlU 
tered, and especially what is best to be written ; and in- 
cline us to speak and to express ourselves modestly, sober- 
ly, and wisely, and always in perfect consistency with piety, 
purity, and charity. Teach us to confine our reprehension, 
both in the feeling and the expression of it, within the 
bounds of reason, justice, and mercy. Shew us the harm 
that ever results from hasty and extreme severity of speech* 
Let our words be without offence, and as profitable as may 
be to the hearer* Out of the good treasure of our hearts, 
help us to bring forth good things to thy glory.] Grant 
that we may ever hold in serious remembt^scL^^^^^cia^ ^^^ 
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are placed liere to be prepared for the pure engagements 
and joys of some heavenly society. Teach us to prefer 
solitude to that intercourse which is offensive to attendant 
angels, and which would unfit us for their pure, wise, and 
happy society hereafter. Let us speak and act as becometh 
Christians who are preparing to meet their Grod. Let 
our loins be girded about, and our lights burning, and we 
ourselves like unto men who wait for their Lord. Blessed 
are those servants whom their Lord, when he cometh, sh&ll 
find watching ! May that blessing be oiirs, through thine 
unspeakable mercy, O Lord our God and Sariour. 
Amen. 



Lxvn. 

O LoBB, our Maker and our Saviour, we come unto thee 
to worship thee, and to adore thy holy name. Thou art 
our only sure guide. Thy Spirit alone can lead us to right 
judgment, right conduct, and true happiness. Thou only 
canst bring us, safely and effectually, to the attainment of 
the great and gracious end for which we were created. 
Thou art the good Shepherd. Thou only canst accom- 
plish the purposes of thy love, in leading thy sheep to the 
good pastures of righteousness, and the refreshing sbeamB 
of heavenly truth. Thou hast wisely and mercifully given 
unto us thy Holy Word to testify concerning Thyself, thy 
nature, and thy works ; to reveal thy perfections ; to make 
known thy will ; to declare our wants, and our capabili* 
ties ; and to invite all without exception to come tmto 
thee by faith and obedience, to receive . life everliisting. 
For the inestimable gift of thy Word, accept, Lotd, oni 
humble offering of gratitude and praise. Q let no p^« 
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verseness.on our part depriye thy Keyelation of truth and 
love of its value to our souls, by defeating thy purpose 
in bestowing it. May it be rightly understood by us ; 
be sincerely reverenced ; and faithfully obeyed. And as 
thou art the Divine author of thy Word, deign, by thy 
Spirit, to become its interpreter ; both in respect to its 
general doctrine, and also its right application to our in- 
dividual states, and daily conduct. Not only make it 
plain to our understandings, but cause it powerfully to 
affect our hearts, and to become as a savour of life unto 
our souls. Open our ears to hearken to its precepts ; and 
open our eyes to discern the glory of its testimonies. 
[Quicken our attention to its divine counsels ; and help 
us to receive them in carefulness, and meekness, and with 
readiness, and gladness. Give unto us to delight in thy 
statutes, and to desire to grow, by their invigorating 
pow^, to the fulness of spiritual maturity. Not only in- 
scribe the language of thy Word upon our memories, but 
write the truths which it conveys to us, upon our affep- 
tions^ Let the divine seed sown by the Son of Man, so 
take root downwards, as to bear abundant fruit upwards. 
Let us wait diligently at Jacob's well, and joyfully draw 
water from the wells of salvation ; and do thou condescend 
to meet us there, and to give unto us of that living water, 
of which whosoever drinketh shall never thirst; because 
the water thou wilt give him, unlike the transient refresh- 
ment which is outwardly procured, will be in him a well- 
spring of water, continually springing up unto everlasting 
Itfe. Give unto us, O Lord, not only the outward know- 
ledge of the genuine doctrines of thy Word, but also an 
inward perception of those living and interior truths which 
lie concealed within them. Smite the rock with the rod of 
thy power, and cause the streams to flow fottAifet ^^5CL W 
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freshment. Lead lu on from scienoe to intelligeiioe, and from 
intelligence to wisdom. O that we may so faithfully follow 
thee, as to reoeive from thee, the light of life. Make ns so 
tmly obedient to thy holy precepts^ as that we may exercise 
a firm reliance on thy gracious promises ; and entertain a 
well-founded hope of inheriting all that thou hast prepared 
for them that love thee. Let our progression be from 
truth to goodness, and from goodness to truth ; let an inr 
crease of holy love be followed by an increase of illuminar 
tion, and this again, by an increase of faithfulness and 
obedience. Thou hast invited all who thirst to come unto 
the waters of Divine truth ; and to buy wine and milk, 
without money and without price. O grant unto us 
thankfuUy to accept thy gracious invitation, and so as not 
to separate the wine from the milk,— may we so accept it 
as to give no unwise preference to the spiritual troths of 
faith, over the celestial precepts of love. Order us and 
guide us continually in the right formation of our moral 
judgment, in order to its daily becoming more enlarged* 
vigorous, and lucid. YIThile we are zealous to acquire the 
knowledges of truth, suffer us not to become indifferent to 
the knowledges of good, or negligent in acquiring them* 
Let us carefully observe all that passes within us, and 
around us, exercising a just judgment thereon, and bring- 
ing all things to the unerring test of thy Word of truth. 
Impress us with the necessity of our coming to the waters 
of truth under the influence of the wholesome conviction, 
that the purchase divinely offered to us can only be effected 
and secured, by our giving up all self-derived intelligence, 
and all vain-glorious confidence. Thou hast commanded 
us to take heed how we hear* Help us also to be careful, 
how we read.] Let thy truth be so received in the loye 
of it, as that its first impression may not pass away, but 
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remain firmly and indelibly inscribed npon onr memories, 
to be renewed, and increased, with each successive appli* 
cation to the records of divine wisdom. As thy Word 
bears the divine image of thyself its author, so is it in« 
tended to be the effectual medium of conveying the same 
to the souls of men, in order to their becoming truly men, 
by possessing the love and the wisdom, the good and the 
truth, which constitute the truly human character. O may 
the light and life of thy Word, thine own blessed image 
and likeness, be conveyed to, and abide in our souls, in 
proportion as we learn and do, thy holy commandments^ 
May we draw nearer to thee continuallyi going from 
strength to strength, until we are meetened for thy pre- 
sence. [The path of the just is as the shining light, shin•^ 
ing more and more unto the perfect day. But, Lord, 
how slow has been our progression I How frequently have 
we lingered on our heavenly way, looking back to the 
flesh-pots of Egypt, or wasting our time, and our energies, 
upon objects unprofitable to our souls, or detrimental to 
our immortal interests. Thou hast done great things for 
us. By thy Spirit and thy Word^ by thy P!rovidence, and 
by the constitution of our minds from creation, thou hast 
placed within our power all the needful means of improve- 
ment, so that it is entirely our own fault, if we attain not 
eternal life. We are constrained to confess, that thou hast 
not been wanting to us in any of the necessary means for 
its attainment ; but how greatly have we been wanting to 
thee, and how unfaithful to our eternal interests ! Help 
us to redeem the time we have lost, and to apply our 
talents more faithfully in future. Help us more and more * 
to put off the old man,— the natural mind which is corrupt, 
with its deceitful desires ;— and to put on the new man^ 
which, ^fter thee, Lord, isctealed \xiT\'^oXRssvi23SSissi*^^asSy. 
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true holiness. Thou earnest into the woild that all who 
believe in thee should not perish, but have eyerlaating life. 
Out of thy fulness we have received, and still may receive 
continual supplies ; for thou art our life, our light, our 
strength, and our Eedeemer. Establish, O Saviour, that 
which thou hast wrought in us. We know that thou hast 
not found our works perfect before thee; that in many 
things we are spiritually dead, even while we have a name 
that we live. Help us to be watchfdl, and to strengthea 
the things which remain alive, but which, through our mt^ 
faithfulness, are ready to die. Let the divine beams of 
thy love, and the refreshing dews of thy Spirit of truth, 
cherish the tender plants of thy planting ; that our souls 
may again become like Eden, the garden of the Lord.] O 
let us no longer cleave unto the dust ; but revive ua witii 
spuitual life, according to thy Word. Let not any am 
have dominion over us ; but let thy Spirit entirely rale us^ 
agreeably to thy precepts of truth. Let us not reluctantiy 
serve thee, but cheerfully and thankfully ; let us bow tp 
thy sceptre with full consent, and. undivided hearts. Bo 
may we become thy happy servants, subjects, and children^ 
in thy heavens of glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



LXVIII. 

{Contemplating the Lord as the Sole Z^) 

Lord, thou art the Creator, Sustainer, and Gk>ven!ior 
of all things, in heaven and in earth. Thou hast adapted 
and prepared all things to receive thy mighty operation 
upon them, in order to .the accomplishment of thy great 
end and purpose, — to make thy favoured creature man an 
imago and a likeness of Thyself, and thus to conjoin him 
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with Thyself for ever and ever. Thoti art the Eternal 
Life, whence all things were at first produced ; by which 
all things are held in being ; and by which they are kept 
in that order which is necessary to the production of their 
uses, according to the intentions of thy creative love and 
wisdom. We r^oice in the contemplation of that delight* 
ful truth, that the Great First Cause, the Essential Life, 
created all things to a compliance with Itself, agreeably to 
the Laws of order, established from creation. [We re* 
joice that the Life, by which all things are sustained, per- 
petually moves and operates in them, to the fulfilment of 
those great purposes, for the sake of which they were 
created, And as thou, Lord Jesus Christ, art the Un« 
created Life Itself, according to thine own express d&* 
daration, so thou art the all of life in all things, according 
to their nature, their state and capacity of reception, their 
order, and uses. Thou art the spiritual life of angels and 
men ; and thou art the natural life of all things inferior to 
man. And as thou art the life of angels and men, so dost 
thou lead them, by the activity of that life, in the path of 
heavenly order, which is also the path of happiness : and 
80 far as man is not in the path of order, thou must needs 
operate to bring him into it, by every possible means, 
consistent with his freedom of choice, which thour hast 
made an essential, and therefore an inviolable condition of 
his mental constitution, because it is absolutely indispens* 
able to his eternal happiness. Hence, O Lord, in thy 
light we are enabled to perceive, that even in things most 
minute, thy Divine Providence, which is the universal 
activity of Thyself as the Essential Life, is continually 
operative, in order to the accomplishment of the ends of 
thy Divine Love, all of ivhich have respect to eternal 
things, and not at all to tempotal tl^^^^ ^ijc^\. ^^^Ssss. ^^s^ 
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they are connected with, and are capable ot being made 
instrumental to, things eternal. We rejoice that all things 
were created to a compliance with life, even the life derived 
from and one with Thyself, the Only and Essential Life, 
because we perceive that man is not life itself, but only a 
recipient of life, and that he comes into all the blessings 
annexed to that life, in proportion as, by regeneration, he 
is brought into order as a recipient, whereby he is prepared 
to receive that life in order, and without perverting it, and 
thus without causing in himself, a state of spiritual death. 
Since no finite creature can be any thing more than a 
recipient of life, all thou requirest of a man, is, that he be 
a yielding vessel, freely applying himself, by keeping thy 
commandments, to receive without resistance or aversion, 
the holy things of eternal life, infused by thee through the 
ministration of angels. We perceive with grateful admi- 
ration, that thou hast so constituted us to the reception of 
life, that the appearance is ever present to us that we are 
not merely recipients, but independent possessors of life, 
and yet we are compelled by sound reason and genuine 
truth to acknowledge, that the reality is otherwise than 
the appearance ; and we adore thy wisdom and goodness 
for having ordained this appearance, to the end that we 
may possess and exercise freedom of will and action, with- 
out which we could not be accountable beings, but in- 
stead of being spiritual and moral agents, should be 
merely passive and unconscious machines.] We rejoice 
that we are enabled to perceive, that thine Essential Life is 
the Life of Infinite Love and Wisdom, and that man's 
true and proper human life is that of willing, and thence 
of acting, from and under the influence of thy Love ; and 
of thinking, and thence of speaking, from and imder the 
jnfiuence of thy Wisdom ; and hence we thankfully con- 



PBAYSB8. 241 

fess, that in order that all thy rational creatures may come 
into tliis blessed state, and that those already in it may 
be preserved therein, thou makest thy Sun of Love Divine 
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendest the rain 
of thy Spirit of Truth on the just and on the unjust. 
And how delightful is the consideration, that all things 
which are created in the world, are created for the use, 
the benefit, and also for the delight of man, some things 
proximately, and some more or less remotely ; and that as 
all things are from, and are sustained by Thyself, the 
Essential Life, and are acted upon by thee, their Great 
First Cause, for the production of their uses to thy glory 
and man's good, therefore all things are thine, and are 
entirely at thy disposal, and are altogether under thy 
government, both generally and most particularly, because 
thou art the Life, and thus the spring and director of all 
the activity of life, appertaining to them. May all these 
impressive truths, O blessed Saviour and Begenerator, 
have their due effect upon our lives and characters. May 
they lead us to submit ourselves to thy Spirit of life, ac- 
cording to thy Holy Word ; to be resigned to thy Provi- 
dential dispensations, and to be content under thy Provi- 
dential care ; may they lead us always to view the things 
and events of time, in their true and proper connexion 
with eternity ; and to desire to possess temporal goods, 
only so far as consistent with thine own eternal ends con- 
cerning us, all of which, we thankfully confess, have re- 
ference to our regeneration and sanctification, in the 
church militant on earth, as preparatory to our final glory 
and felicity, in the church triumphant in heaven. Grant 
our prayer, we beseecli thee, for thine own name and 
mercy's sake. Amen. 
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LXIX. 

(Humiliation and Confestion.) 

O LoBD, thou art God alone ^ infinitely holy, just, and 
true; there is none besides thee. [But, O Lord our 
God, other lords have had dominion over us ! Forgetting 
our covenant with thee, we have suffered ourselves to be 
seduced by the deceitfulness of self-love ; we have fallen 
into spiritual idolatry, by idolizing ourselves, or somewhat 
in ourselves, or relating to ourselves, glorying in our 
imaginary superiority of character ; our supposed intellec- 
tual power, talents, or acquirements ; or some other vain 
pretence for self-exaltation, utterly void of even a shadow 
of. foundation. We have also idolized the world, aai the 
things of the world ; and too frequently, from disindma- 
tion to retain thee in our thoughts, we have forgotten iby 
presence, and have lived almost without God in the world I 
Erom being thus ungratefully indifferent to those things 
which most concern us, we have been too negligent in in- 
quiring after, and dull in apprehending, the things that 
belong to our peace. It is owing to this cause, that we 
have made so little acquaintance with thee, our heavenly 
Father, in thy glorious relations of Creator, Kedeemer, 
and Saviour; and that we have manifested such culpable 
indifference to the other great subjects of divine know? 
ledge, and especially those which concern our regenera- 
tion, and relate to the performance of our duty, and thto 
practice of the precepts of charity. And yet, thou only 
Fountain of bliss, we knew that all our expectation is 
from thee, and that we oughi, from every consideration of 
duty and interest, to place our whole dependance upon 
thee. But although we knew that thou art our only sure 
hope, and that thou art the only Spring of pure and satis- 



fying delight, yet we have eagerly sought, and blindly 
trusted in, the unsatisfying pleasures of outward things, 
and the perishing enjoyments of the world. How often 
have we hardened our hearts against the fear of thy adora* 
ble Majesty, sinning against the light of truth, even while 
it was shining upon us, because we' loved and esteemed 
the creature more than the Creator! We are also con* 
strained to confess, that in our waiting upon thee in the 
ordinances of worship, we have not altogether worshiped 
thee in spirit and in truth, but too much to please our 
merely natural inclinations, and too much in outward con* 
formity with custom, or from a regard to what is reputable 
in the sight of men. How great art thou, O Lord!] 
How excellent is thy adorable Nature ! Holy and reve- 
rend is thy Name I But how little has thy Name affected 
us with a becoming reverence I How little zeal have we 
shewn for thy honour and glory; and how little care and 
caution have we manifested, to avoid bringing a reproach 
to thy Name, by inconsiderate speeches, or actions ! We 
have heard thy gracious invitations to come unto thee,; 
we have heard thy tender expostulations, and thine awful 
warnings to the impenitent ; but, by neglect or disobedi- 
ence, we have profaned those sacred truths: which thy 
Word hath uttered in our ears. And yet we have con- 
tinued outwardly to draw nigh unto thee, but, O thou 
great Searcher of hearts, thou knowest how often with our 
mouths only, while our hearts have been far from thee ! 
£The blessed institution of a day of sacred rest, we have 
neither sufficiently valued, nor duly improved; either 
treating it too much like an ordinary day, or accounting its 
heavenly engagements as a burden, and applying the time 
hallowed by thy love and wisdom, to worldly conversation, 
frivolous engagements, or trifling occupations. ^xA-^N^sx^^ 
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O Lord, we look upon the maimer in wbich we have filled 
our relations to our fellow-creatures, there, also, do we dis- 
cover abundant cause for deep humiliation. In our aspect 
toward those in superior stations, we perceive too much 
reason to supplicate thee against an envious and unyielding 
disposition, on the one hand, and a selfish conformity, on 
the other ; and in our aspect towards inferiors or depend* 
ants, we discern too near approaches to pride and vanity, 
harshness and exaction, originating in the love of influence 
and of rule. We have yet to learn the true greatness of 
being servants of all. In no capacity have we discharged 
our duties as we ought, agreeably to the high and holy 
standard of our religious profession. How indifferent 
have we been to the spiritual improvement and eternal 
interests of our fellow-creatures; and how negligent in 
exerting ourselves for the good of all, without partiality 
or prejudice I How often have we been passionate, un- 
merciful, contentious, or vindictive indulging in bitter 
words, the fruit of bitter feelings ! Neither, O thou all- 
seeing God, have we been dear of unclean imaginations, 
most offensive to thine infinite holiness, and which, if suf- 
fered to go into corresponding acts, would prove as de« 
structive to the true order of human society, as they are 
to the fitness of the soul for the pure felicities of heatven. 
We have also forgotten our relation to thee as the Husband 
of thy church ; and have suffered the world to usurp the 
place which is due only to thee ; and too often have we 
preferred the friendship of the world, to the blessed con- 
solations and satisfying delights of thy most pure and 
tender love.] We have suffered the influence of the world 
to ri\al thine, forgetting that thou hast chosen us out of 
the world; and yet we knew that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God ; and that whosoever will be 
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a friend of the world is the enemy of God ; and that if 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. We have learned that we are not our own; 
that nothing we possess is our own; and that thou 
hast committed to our trust as stewards, mental talents 
and worldly substance, to be applied in furtherance of 
thy purposes, especially in promoting the eternal well- 
being of ourselves and others. But how frequently have 
we forgotten or betrayed, this, our sacred and solemn trust. 
We have not honoured thee with our substance as we 
ought; and having been unfaithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, how can we expect thee to commit to our t$ ast 
the true riches I [We have been worse unto thee than 
indolent and unprofitable servants; for in more or less 
oflfensive forms, we have injured thy service by encroach- 
ments on the rights and liberties of others, as if we were 
privileged to rule, and dictate to our fellow-creatures. By 
profusely consuming our portion upon our natural desires, 
we have also been guilty of mis-application and usurpation 
of thy created goods, to the dishonour of thy name, who 
art the true and rightful Owner thereof ! O Lord, thou 
knowest our foolishness, and our sins are not hid from 
thee ! Make us willing to see ourselves, even as we are 
seen by thee ! We confess, likewise, that we have too 
often violated our duty of justice, by thoughtlessly taking 
up, and even circulating without inquiry, or without ne- 
cessity, a reproach against our neighbour, not considering 
the injury we were doing to his character, and the danger 
of causing a consequent injury to his worldly circum- 
stances. Thou knowest, O Lord, whether, on any occa- 
sion, we have wronged the truth, or departed from sin- 
cerity, by having recourse in our statements, to colouring, 
exaggeration, or distortion, to the deti\m&XL\. q1 ^'QokSX'Sk^ ^st 
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in order to avfengc, excuse, or exalt oiirselFes ; wLat thott 
seest amiss herein, we beseech thee to shew unto us, that 
we may repent and amend, and henceforward walk before 
thee with a perfect heart.] Thou knowest how disorderly 
have been our desires for created good, for the enjoyments 
of the senses, for worldly prosperity, influence, and dis- 
tinction ; and how jealously we have coveted to provide 
for the fulfilment of our natural desires, forgetful of our 
eternal interests, and of our duty to promote the happiness 
and well-being of others, which thou hast inseparably con- 
nected with our own well-being in eternity. No wond», 
with such outward and downward tendencies, that the 
things of time and sense should be as heavy weights and 
incumbrances, to impede our progress, and to endanger 
our success, in the Christian race. [No wonder, while 
we yield to the influences of the fallen natural mind, that 
the divine record of the great things thou hast done for 
us, as our Creator and Redeemer, and art willing to do for 
us as our Saviour, should be so much neglected by us, and 
should become unto us, in so great a degree, a dead letter, 
and a book whose contents are sealed. No wonder that 
the spirit of deep sleep should close the eyes of our un- 
derstandings to all that the prophets and apostles have 
written.] O Lord, help us to humble and abase ourselves 
at thy footstool 1 Let us lay our mouths in the dust, if 
so be there may be hope 1 Thy hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither is thine ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear. Help us to exercise such humiliation in thy 
sight, and such determination to do the work of repent- 
ance in thy strength, that we may safely and justly take to 
ourselves for our comfort and encouragement, those blessed 
words of thine, " Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Amen. 
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LXX. 

{For the Minittert qf the Word.) 

Great and adorable Saviour, thou art the Head of thy 
true and living church. Thou art the spiritual Vine, and 
thy true disciples are the branches. O that we thy ser- 
yants, may be found amongst those who bear fruit, and 
whom thou seest to be capable of bearing more fruit, even 
although it be needful to our spiritual fertility, to prune 
us of all that is spiritually dead within us, by means of 
affliction, trial, and temptation. May it be our earnest 
desire and care, that we may not be found amongst the 
withered branches, which are to be gathered, and cast into 
' the infernal fire. We rejoice with thankfulness, that we 
are as brands plucked from the burning, even from the 
devouring fire of the love of self, and the love of the world, 
so far as our consciences bear witness, that we no longer 
delight in those things which alone are pleasing and de- 
sirable, to the merely natural and sensual mind. How 
great is the privilege to belong to thy spiritual fold, and 
to enjoy the protecting care of thyself as the Good Shep- 
herd, and to be led by thee to. the good pastures, and 
peaceful waters, of thy Holy Word ! let thy favour and 
blessing rest upon thy church, through whose medium we 
enjoy these great privileges, and especially upon its minis- 
ters, whose office it is more immediately to dispense the 
same. May they so fear thee, and be afraid before thy 
name, that thy covenant of life and peace may be with 
them ; and that thou mayest give unto theni life and peace. 
May the law of truth be in their mouth, and no iniquity 
be found in their lips ; may they walk with thee in peace 
and equity ; and turn away many from their iniquity ; and 
in all things, may they approve themselvea a& t\^^ ^^cH>ss^.^, 
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and as tlie messengers of the Lord of hosts 1 May they at 
all times be conscientiously solidtoos, to speak agreeably 
to the oracles of divine wisdom. Let them not minister 
in self-derived confidence or intelligence, but let them 
minister of the ability which thou givest, that thou mayest 
be glorified in them, and by them, in the fruits of their 
labours. May the Word which they preach, be as fire and 
sword, to destroy the power of what is evil and false in 
the minds of their hearers. May they be mighty, through 
thee, to the putting down of the strong holds of sin ; to 
the subjugation of all opposition to thy glorious and peace* 
ful dominion ; to the casting down of vain reasonings and 
imaginations, and every high thought that exalteth itself 
against the true knowledge of thee; and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of thee : may thy 
blessing rest upon their endeavours to build up thy church 
in thy true fear and love, as well as in the knowledge of 
the pure, unadulterated truths of thy Holy Word. So 
may thy Gospel which they deliver be unto him that 
heareth it, the Gospel of salvation, effectually setting forth 
that new power of Divine Grace which bringeth salvation 
unto all them that obey thee, to the glory of thy Divine 
Humanity. And not only in their public ministration 
may they enjoy thy guidance and blessing, but also in their 
private relation, and in their individual character. O grant 
them knowledge and grace to govern themselves wisely, 
and to order their conversation aright. May their high 
duties be performed, not by constraint, but willingly, and 
with a ready mind, manifesting an earnest solicitude for 
the spiritual interests of those to whom thy Providence 
hath made them overseers, examples, and instructors. May 
they rightly dispense the truths of thy Word, and speak 
as thy true and faithful servants ought to speak, both in 
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regard to the disposition and temper of their minds, and 
the substance and manner. of that which they deliver. 
May they be skilful to perceive the truth, and faithful and 
effectual in setting it forth : and let thy blessing accom* 
pany their endeavours to promote the knowledge and love 
of thy Word, the discharge of the duties of a holy life, and 
the growth of heavenly charity. Above all, may they be 
examples of the good life which they inculcate ; not de« 
grading their holy office to further the interests or wishes 
of the wealthy or the powerful ; nor, through covetousness, 
using feigned and flattering words, to make merchandize 
of the simple. May they be distinguished for their con- 
scientious discharge of their duty, as in thy sight, and to 
thy glory. Let there be no guile, nor duplicity in their 
character, no meanness of purpose, no narrowness of view, 
no self-importance, no fondness for display. Let them 
remember, that a minister of the Word must be blameless, 
as the steward of God ; not self-willed, not soon angry, 
not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of sordid gain ; 
but a lover of social and kindly intercourse, a lover of good 
men, soberminded, just, holy, and temperate. Let not thy 
ministers forget to learn of thee, that so they may be meek 
and lowly in heart. Let them not assume anything to 
themselves personally, either in their language or de» 
meanour ; but stand forth in the true dignity of simplicity 
of heart, and singleness of mind ; ministering as in thy 
sight, and as unto thee their Master in heaven, and regard* 
ing their hearers with sincere and earnest affection, as dear, 
and beloved brethren, in the Lord. Let them not desire 
to be as lords over thine heritage ; but rather to approve 
themselves as humble, patient, and laborious servants of 
thine, ever bearing in mind the self-denying example which 
thou hast left them, for their improvement^ «3DL4\ss£^^sisctss^. 
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Let them be peace-makers ; and not being easily otfended 
themselves, may they be ever ready to heal the wounds 
caused by the faults, or infirmities of others. lict them 
carefully guard against all proceedings, or remarks, which 
are likely to originate, or perpetuate discord, or to become 
causes of misunderstanding or disunion, or which are cal- 
culated to irritate, and thus to extend causes of offence, 
already unhappily existing. Give them wisdom, skill, and 
every needful grace, prudently to steer their course, when 
difficulties impede their way ; and give them patience and 
courage, effectually to withstand all assaults and opposi- 
tion, which they are called to encounter. May they stead- 
fastly maintain their integrity; and never compromise 
their principles, especially in compliance with those who 
are more distinguished for their worldly influence and pos- 
sessions, than for the endowments of wisdom and good- 
ness. Be with them, according to thy promise ; and may 
they, above all things, desire thy continual presence. Be 
with them, to guide them, to help them, and to strengthen 
them, in all their duties, public and private, and in all 
things which pertain to their sacred office, and their indi- 
vidual character. Let no defect of doctrine or practice on 
their part, make the righteous sad, or strengthen the hands 
of the wicked. Let them be careful of giving offence to 
any; nevertheless maintaining their faithfulness, and earn- 
estly desiring to be useful, and beneficial to all. Let thy 
blessing also rest upon thy true disciples, the living mem- 
bers of thy living church. May they sincerely desire to 
support and strengthen the hands of their ministers, by 
testifying their grateful acceptance of their services; by 
doing all that lies in their power to cherish them ; and by 
animating and encouraging them in their arduous duties, 
by a wise, a considerate, a uniform, and a consistent course. 
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of kind, affectionate, and respectful treatment. May they 
account it a privilege to honour those whom thou hast 
honoured in their office, and also in the endowments of 
mind and character, by which they are distinguished. 
Glorious are the privileges of thy true church ! Great, 
indeed, is thy goodness which thou hast laid up for them 
that fear thee, which thou hast wrought for them that trust 
in thee before the sons of men. O save thy people, and 
bless thine inheritance ; feed them also, and lift them up 
for ever. Give unto them pastors according to thine own 
heart, which shall feed them with knowledge and under- 
standing. Do good to them that be good ; and to them 
that are upright in their hearts. Lead them from strength 
to strength, and from one degree of grace and saving 
knowledge to another, until they come to shine as the stars, 
and as the brightness of the firmament, in the kingdom of 
their Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 



LXXI. 

(For ff^ads o/famiHes, and their dependants ; also for ParenU.) 

O Lord, thou art the all-wise Disposer of all the affairs 
of thy creatures without exception. It is according to thy 
good Providence, that some are to command, and others, 
to obey. Thou only knowest the uses which thy creatui*e8 
are capable of performing ; and thou orderest all things 
according to thine iCnerring knowledge, and impartial good* 
uess. Thy ways are always equal ; and thou art no re- 
specter of persons. The rich are not more favoured by 
thee, than the poor. Thou hast chosen the poor of this 
world, equally with the wealthy and the great, to be rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdoih, XviiiclL t.kQi<\V)A&\>^^s«siSK^ 



252 PRATEE8. 

to them that love thee. All niay best be prepared for thy 
heavenly kingdom by performing the duties of their own 
station ; and all may find as much peace therein as this 
disordered world, and the disordered state of human na- 
ture, will allow. Assuredly thou wilt reckon with every 
one, according to the talents and opportunities for useful- 
ness, with wbich thou hast entrusted him ; for thou hast 
distributed to every one according to the measure of his 
capacity. We desire to perceive clearly, and earnestly to 
cherish the consideration, that were it possible for us to be 
iu any other station than that assigned to us by thy Provi- 
dence, our burden would be beyond our power of endur- 
ance 1 we should then be placed in a situation in which 
we should be liable to be tempted above that we are able 
to bear ; and should, consequently, fall away from the path 
of reformation, and perish. We beseech thee, also, deeply 
to impress this sacred truth upon our hearts, that if thy 
Providence were to remit its superintendence in any one 
particular, even for a single moment, the whole universe 
would be thrown into confusion, and results the most cala- 
mitous to thy creatures would take place, which would even 
multiply to eternity. We perceive that the universe is one 
vast harmonious whole, whose unity is preserved, only by 
thine omnipotent hand regulating the minutest things and 
affairs. And while we thus own the universality of thy 
Providence, we admire that adorable wisdom which recon- 
ciles it with, and carries on thy government consistently 
with, the free agency of man, which being given to him by 
thine unchangeable decree, thou canst not possibly violate it. 
Seeing, then, that all things are in thy hand, may we, and 
all the members of thy true church, be content in our se- 
veral stations, anxious only to discharge the duties thereof^ 
in the manner most acceptable to thee. May those who 
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are Heads of families remember, that they have received a 
sacred trust from thee ; that their important station has 
not been assigned them merely for their own personal 
gratification ; but to afford them the opportunity, by the 
discharge of their duty, and the performance of uses, of 
attaining to present peace, and of becoming prepared for 
future and everlasting happiness. May they be examples 
to their household, of all that is truly good, orderly, and 
becoming. May they be deeply sensible, that in order 
to an effectual discharge of their duties as masters, they 
must habitually preserve the mastery over themselves, lest 
they should exercise rigour, or rule with a high hand, un- 
becoming that character of Christian kindness, gentleness, 
and meekness, which they are called to sustain. Teach 
them, on occasions of offence, how to appeal to the best 
affections of their dependants and children, and not to their 
worst passions. Enable them so wisely to expostulate 
and reason with the offender, as not only to effect their 
present purpose, but likewise to promote the improvement, 
and raise the character, of their erring fellow-creature. Let 
them not despise the cause of their servants, nor be re- 
gardless of their interests, whether spiritual or temporal. 
Let them ever act towards them with patience and fair- 
ness; yielding to them whatsoever is just and equal, 
remembering that they, also, have a Master in heaven. 
Incline them to be upright, merciful, and kind, in all 
their demeanour towards those who are ministering to 
them, judiciously cheering their labours with words of 
encouragement and commendation, and as far as pos- 
sible carrying themselves as benign patrons, and faithful 
friends. Let the thought be present to their minds, that 
whatever the arrogant and worldly minded may think, in 
thy sight, the servant is even as his master. M»^ ^^3^>& 



Heads of families vigilantly exclude from their houses all 
that is unseemly, or a cause of disorder. May they also 
wisely consider, that order aiid ^rangement are needful 
to the husbanding of time, and 89 becometh true Chns- 
tians, may they remember, that every portion of time is 
given to be improved, by the performance of uses con- 
ducive to eternal ends, . May those who are servants pre- 
serve a just regard to their true dignity as individuals. 
May they feel, that no man can be disgraced by his 
station ; but that whether rich or poor, that individusd dis- 
graces his station, who departs from the temper and 
conduct of an upright man, and a sincere Christian. May 
they resist oppression, if unhappUy they meet with it^ 
not in the spirit of ofifended pride, but in that of meekness 
and forbearance ; that so they may be a blessing to their 
employers by their example, as well as by their faithful 
services. Enable them to regard distinction of station, 
as being only a wise distribution of duties by thy good 
Providence; and may they feel that they are less con- 
cerned therein with their masters^ than they are with thee. 
May they perform their duties in thy fear, and for thy 
sake, knowing that in such case, their conduct must needs 
be without reproach. May they feel it to be their Christian 
duty to govern their tempers, and to guard against causes 
of irritation, lest while they perform temporal service, 
they should produce eternal injury, by acting the part of 
tempters to those whose interests, eternal as well as tem- 
poral, should be a chief object of their regard. May the 
consideration be ever profitable to them, that although their 
gains be small, the faithful discharge of their duties in a 
manner becoming Christians, will bring them an unspeak- 
able reward in a blessed eternity. We pray thee, merciful 
Father, to impress those who are Parents, whether they 
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are servants or masters, with a solemn sense of their 
responsibility to thee, for the faithfol, wise, and effective 
discharge of their parental duties. Let them be contin- 
ually under thine all-wise direction, and give unto them to 
feel their need of it, in order to counteract the blinding 
and misleading influence of ardent, yet merely natural 
affection. May they feel their sacred obligation, effectually 
to discourage all that is morally injurious, and to rule 
and regidate their offspring by the laws of goodness and 
truth, in thy name, and for thy sake. Give them patience 
and perseverance in impreesiug precept upon precept, and 
line upon line. Let them not unwisely put off the season 
of counteracting what is wrong, lest evil habits should be 
formed, and the opportunity of correcting them be Anally 
lost. As thou hast made them the governors of tbeir 
children in thy behalf, let them not betray their trust, by 
suffering themselves to be governed by their children. 
Let them not relax their authority, however it may be 
veiled under the freedom of reciprocal affection. May 
they be more anxious to form the minds of their charge 
to good habits, upon true principles of intelligence, than 
to gratify their bodily appetites. May eternal ends be 
chiefly in their view, and all outward things be made 
instrumental in promoting them. Especially guide mothers 
in the discharge of their maternal duties. May they seek 
to inspire their children with good and kind dispositions, 
and with a reverence for thy Holy Name, and also for 
themselves for thy sake, together with habits of self-com- 
mand, and self-denial. May they be deeply sensible of 
the very great importance of improving that period of 
infancy and childhood, during which their offspring are 
more immediately placed under maternal care and obser- 
vation. May they perceive the great advanta^^ q>1 \acv5i5^ 
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deeply in eariy life, the foundation of a highly moral, 
rational, and spiritual character ; and finnly» and consciea< 
tionsly carry oat the conyictions of their best jadgment 
Grant these our earnest prayers, for thine own name and 
mercy's sake. Amen. 



Lxxn. 



(Founded on the Lord's /Vofwr. 

BT THB mSV. JOHN CLOWES. 

All-mebciful and all-wise Pather, who hast made 
heaven and earth, and all things therein, and who art the 
Essential Life, and all-powerful Preserver, of every thing 
thou hast made, we, thy sinful children, desiie to bow 
down before thee in unfeigned humility, penitence, and 
obedience, supplicating thy divine grace, to enable us to 
offer unto thee sincere and acceptable worship^ With 
grateful and affectiouate hearts, we acknowledge that di« 
vine mercy which inclined thee of old to descend upon 
earth, in order to work redemption for thy people, by 
subduing the powers of darkness, by glorifying thy Hu- 
manity, and by rendering thyself therein visible, known, 
and approachable, to thine otherwise lost creatures. And 
while we return to thee our most grateful thanks for this 
thine adorable condescension to our infirmities, we earn- 
estly entreat thee to enable us to profit by it. May we 
ever cherish a just and devout sense of the glory of that 
Divine Humanity in which thou now and for ever dweUest, 
and by which alone we can have access to thee, or thou to 
us. And may all thy creatures become more and more 
disposed to draw near to thy glorified Person, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, that so they may no longer worship an 
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invisible, an unknown, and a distant God, but be con* 
vinced, to their everlasting comfort, that in thy Divine 
Body thou art now visible, known, and continually pre- 
sent with thy suppliant children. We desire to adore 
thine Infinite loving kindness, in vouchsafing unto us the 
revelation of thy most holy Word, thus bringing near to 
us all the fulness of thy divine will and wisdom, by which 
alone we can hope to recover thy lost image and likeness, 
and thus to attain a living conjunction with thee, and thou 
with us. May our understandings be opened to penetrate 
through the letter of thy Word, and to contemplate that 
interior spirit and life in which thou residest with all the 
blessings of thy kingdom. So may our minds be formed 
according to thine eternal truth, and our wills and affec- 
tions be governed and guarded by its purifying, Uluminato 
ing, and protecting influence. And since we can never 
hope for the accomplishment of this blessed end, unless 
our outward man be also obedient to thy most holy com- 
mandments, enable us to cease from the practice of all 
known evil, and at the same time to be diligent, faithful, 
and upright in the discharge of those duties and engage- 
ments to which thou hast been pleased to call us. May 
we thus, in all humility and gratitude, receive and incor- 
porate into our lives thy tender love and enlightening 
wisdom; that as our bodies are daily nourished by the 
bodily food which thou in thy mercy suppliest, so our 
souls may be continually refreshed and recruited by the 
more substantial, and spiritual food of goodness and truth, 
which thou givest by thy Spirit proceeding from thyself, 
and through the medium of thy Word. We confess, O 
Lord, that through the frailty of our corrupt nature, we 
have not only been insensible of these inestimable bless- 
ings ; but have also grevioudy sumfidi vck<^ i^[^^<eA ^<^^i&^ 
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tbee. Forgive, we entreat thee, our manifold offences, and 
80 dispose our hearts to a continual grateful acknowledg- 
ment of thy divine mercies, and to a continual contrite 
sense of our own natural unthankfulness, that we may 
henceforth make a due return for all thy bounty, by see- 
ing, confessing, and rejoicing to confess, that all good is 
of thee, and is thine alone, and that we of ourselves are 
nothing at best, but unworthy receivers of thy precious 
gifts. And may the remembrance of all thy unmerited 
favours ever dispose us to be kind and gentle, tender and 
compassionate, patient and forgiving, just and upright, 
one towards another, that so thy divine mercy may circu- 
late freely in us, and we may never obstruct in ourselves 
its heavenly operation. But since our corrupt wills are 
naturally opposed to thy will, and to the entrance and 
manifestation of the graces of love and charity ; and since 
much spiritual conflict must be endured before we can be 
merciM to our fellow-creatures as thou art merciful unto 
us ; be pleased, O Almighty Saviour, to strengthen and 
support us in these combats against our corruptions, SQ 
that finally all the deadly evils of our rebellious natures 
may be softened and subdued, and all the graces and vir? 
tues of thy Holy Spirit and kingdom be implanted in their 
place. May we thus be enabled to take part with thee 
against ourselves, by fighting continually against our spi- 
ritual adversaries, and against the disorderly loves of self 
and the world with which they are connected. And may 
we finally, through thy strength imparted to us, enter into 
the joys of spiritual conquest and victory, by experiencing 
a happy deliverance from the power of those spirits of 
darkness to which our sins have rendered us subject ^ and 
may we at the same time enjoy a blessed entrance into 
coamnmon with thee ^d thy holy angels, preparatory to 



our final introduction to that everlasting kingdom, where 
we shall ever rejoice in ascribing our salvation unto thee 
alone, joining in the angelic song, and saying, " Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless** 
ing," Amen, 



LXXIII. 

{QenercU Prayer,) 

BT THE KEY. AUOUSTUS CLISSOLD. 

Lord our Heavenly Father, we beseech thee to hear 
us from thy holy temple, and when thou hearest, forgive. 
Save us from the evils of our corrupted nature. Protect us 
from the snares of the powers of hell. Deliver us from 
all idolatry of self and the world 5 from error, pride, and 
ignorance of heart ; from all self-will and every vain imagi- 
nation : from all rejection of thy truth ; from prejudice, 
blindness, and hardness of heart, Eeihove far away fr(Hn 
us lying and slander, envy, hatred, malice, and all un- 
charitableness ; ingratitude to thee and to our neighbour ; 
and all selfish and covetous desires. Licrease within us the 
love and knowledge of thy holy name. Enable us to deny 
ourselves, to take up our oross, and to follow thee. Bless 
us with a spirit of true religion ; and in all our troubles 
and adversities, grant us patience and resignation to thy 
will. In all time of temptation, do thou give us strength ; 
and support and console us in the hour of sickness and 
death. Dispose us to forgive our enemies ; to return good 
for evil \ to love our neighbour as ourselves ; and to do 
unto others as we would they should do unto us. Endue 
us with iunocenqy of lifei that we mKj x^qj^as^ S^^\3;>si^ 
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in simplicity ^d godly sinoerity, and keep it wliole and 
undefiled. Teach us to be true and jnst in all our deal- 
ings ; to be kind and tender kearted unto all ; rejoicing 
ever to minister unto others, even as thou hast minist^ed 
unto us. Incline our hearts to seek the truth, and to lore 
and reverence it in all our ways, that the knowledge ot 
thee may enlighten our darkness, and direct our steps in the 
way of peace. Open thou our eyes to behold the wondrous 
things of thy law ; and grant that by a life of charity, 
faith, and good works, we may not be hearers only, bat 
doers of thy Word, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 



THANKSGIVINGS FOR DIVINE MEKCIES. 



I. 

LoBD^ the Father of mercies, who can worthily speak 
thy praise, or tell of all thy wondrous works ; infinite in 
number, infinite in mercy, proclaiming the adorable good- 
ness, wisdom, and power of their Divine Author I Angels 
of light, dwelling in the glories of thy presence, adore thee 
in the joys of their hearts, and magnify thee in the praises 
of wisdom. Eternal is their worship, and uiexhaustible 
their theme ; but infinitely transcending their highest ca* 
paoity of praise are thy adorable perfections. Permit us 
to join the songs of angels. Awaken every principle of 
affection and thought within us, and inspire us with grati- 
tude and love, while we lift up our hearts with our hands 
unto thee in the heavens, endeavouring to call to mind a 
portion of the innumerable benefits, which thou, O Lord 
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our Creator, Bedeemer, and Eegeneratbr, bast profusely 
poured upon us. We bless tbee for all tbiugs tbou 
bast created; but, above all, for our own creation, as 
buman beings destined to become angels,^mages and 
likenesses of tbyself. We bless tbee for our powers 
of liberty and rationality, and for that wondrous ar-^ 
rangement of our minds into the celestial, spiritual, and 
natural degrees of life, by which we possess the power of 
loving thee, of loving our neighbour, and of loving to obey 
thy commandments, and of making these loves to rule 
over the love of self, and the Idve of the world. We bless 
thee for the gift of all good affections, and the delights at- 
tendant upon them; for the gift of our intellectual powers, 
and the pleasures arising from their exercise, and for the 
numerous edifying and delightful contemplations, in which, 
through thy beneficent provision, we are permitted to en- 
gage. We bless thee for the fitness of our higher and 
more interior affections to reveal, and testify thy presence 
in the inmost of our souls ; for the fitness of our under- 
standings to embody those affections in our thoughts ; for 
the fitness of our memories to store up, to recall the recol- 
lection of, and to present materials for the use of our under- 
standings; for the fitness of our senses to receive, and to con- 
vey those materials to our perception and memory ; for the 
fitness of our reason, moral judgment, and conscience, to avail 
themselves of the stores of memory, and through the exercise 
of the intellectual faculties thereon, to judge between what is 
right and wrong, morally, spiritually, and rationally ; and, 
finally, for the fitness of our bodies to minister to the uses 
and desires of our souls. We adore thee while we con- 
template the order of our bodies in their internal and ex- 
ternal structure; and our admiration is increased when we 
remember, that our bodies are the effiki^e^ ^1 ^xa ^Y^^'%^^ 
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being formed mediately, by and through them, in their 
image and likeness, in order to become the corresponding 
organs of their will and thought, sensation and action, 
in their lowest principles, in the world of nature. "VYe 
magnify thee for having provided, that we should succes- 
sively enjoy states of labour and rest, and that, in both 
states, thy protection is extended to guard us from the 
numerous harms that threaten our well-being. In our 
labours we are inspired with diligence and prudence. In 
rest we enjoy peace, because we have performed our duties. 
And in sleep we lie down in safety, and wake up invigor- 
ated for new activities. But, as a chief source of our 
purest joys, we bless thee, that thou hast created man 
male and female, and hast, with inexpressible benignity, 
60 severally endowed them with peculiar gifts, that each 
may be a help and blessing to the other, from the most 
interior to the most exterior of their powers, by the pure 
and happy influence of the conjugial principle, that most 
holy principle which transcends, because it combines, all 
the gracious gifts thou hast bestowed upon us. We bless 
thee also for all the satisfactions arising out of the various 
relationships of parent and child, brother and sister, and 
others which originate in, and depend upon, the marriage 
union. Thus is the nearer circle formed around us for the 
exercise of our benevolent affections, which going forth to 
friends and companions, causes the social to succeed and 
unite with the family circle, and thence proceeding to our 
fellow-citizens and countrymen, at length embraces all 
mankind! How delightful is the contemplation of that 
wise and merciful order, according to which thou hast 
provided for the development and exercise of our good 
affections; of those pure springs of action which thou hast 
filso constituted the &pring;s of pure delight and heavenly 
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joy ; for while they go forth, according to their order and 
kind, into their several corresponding uses and activities, 
they bring their own reward, being accompanied with that 
joy which is at once the resemblance and the receptacle of 
thine. O that men would feaise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and his wonderful works to the children men I 



II. 

Mebgiful Father, now would we sacrifice unto thee 
the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare thy works with 
rejoicing. We bless thee for having adapted all created 
objects to the gratification of our senses , as well as to the 
supply of our necessities ; so that while they afford us 
sustenance, they delight and recreate us by their grateful 
properties. For us the world and all it contains is formed. 
For us the glorious sun brings into being the varied forms 
of use, gilds them with his rays, and with his light mani- 
fests their beauties. For us the earth is filled with 
animals, vegetables, and minerals, which not only afford 
objects of use for our necessities, and of beauty for our 
delights, but in all things present to our mind instructive 
images ;•— of things celestial, by all things of order, use, 
and beauty ; and of things infernal, by all things noxious 
and unpleasing. While we bless thee, O Lord, that the 
world is thus constituted to benefit and instruct us, we re- 
member its most merciful use, as a school wherein our 
spirits are preparing for thy heavenly kingdom. And what 
gratitude should our hearts pour forth when we re- 
member this great end of our creation ; and perceive that 
thou hast made us for eternal blessedness in the heavens 
of thy glory I May we ever remembec l\\aa ^gts^^sc^^ 
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our existence. May we labour to promote it aec»ordhig 
to the appointed means. May we account all ends as low 
and unworthy in comparison with it« May we be content 
to forego all earthly goods to obtain it^ if such be the all- 
wise, though painful dispensation of thy PiovidenGe. 
And, Lord, let us remember that if thou hadat not be- 
come our Bedeemer as well as our Creator, this great end 
of our creation had been eternally defeated; for if thou 
hadst not accomplished the mighty work of redemption, 
no flesh could have been saved. When thy creatures had 
erred from the good way of righteousndss and peace, thou 
didst descend from heaven to seek and to save them« 
Thou didst clothe the inaccessible glwies of thy X)iyinity 
in the mild and approachable beams of thy Humanity^ 
Who can speak the praise of that love that moved thee to 
assume from a fallen human mother, a body defiled with 
accumulated hereditary evils, upon which was l^id, and in 
which did meet, by inheritance, the iniquities of us all 
Therein thou didst bear our sins, and wast smitt^ for our 
infirmities : therein thou didst bear the grielii of tempta- 
tion, so that no sorrows were like unto thy sorrow ; and 
therein thou didst put to flight the enemies of our s^va-* 
tion. Thou didst overcome death and. hell,. and remove 
them from man ; and by the omnipotence of thy Divine 
Humanity, thou wilt for ever protect thy church, so that 
the gates of hell shall never prevail agai^t it. For by 
the same acts of perfect righteousness whereby thou didst 
overcome in temptation, thou didst effect the redemption 
of thy creatures, and didst make thy Humanity divine, in 
order to its becoming the blessed medium of access to thy 
Essential Divinity. Thus also hast thou provided, that 
from thy glorified Body thy Holy Spirit should proceed^ 
as an unfailing spring of love and truth, of )ife and light, 
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accommodated to the low states of thy degenerate crea* 
tures. Thus mercifully, Lord our Eedeemer and Saviour, 
thou hast removed the obstacles that sin had placed be- 
tween us and heaven 5 thou hast delivered us from the power 
of hell ; thou hast restored us to spiritual and rational 
freedom ; and thou hast provided, in thy Spirit and thy 
Word, abundant means for our salvation. How inesti« 
mably precious is thy holy Word 1 As in. thy Divine 
Humanity, so also in thy Word, thy glories are veiled and 
accommodated to the weakness of thy creatures. The 
letter of thy Word is adapted to reclaim the vilest, and to 
exalt the meanest ; and in its spirit to afford to angels of 
every degree, and to men of spiritual minds, a boDndless 
store of goodness, wisdom, and joy. Thou hast, in this 
time of thick darkness, as to things spiritual, manifested 
the glories of thy Word in its spirit and life, and by means 
of its heavenly truths, and through an especial outpouring 
and presence therein of thy proceeding Spirit, thou hast 
prepared to make thy Second Advent into the minds of 
men in power and great glory. We rejoice that to all who 
receive thee, by receiving the pure and interior truths of 
thy Word in an honest heart, and in a sincere desire to be 
made conformable thereto, both in the inward and outward 
life, thou revealest joys of heavenly birth,— joys which at 
the same time console, and enable us to surmount, the 
deepest griefs ; and raise from dreams of mere earthly 
bliss, to pure, unfading peace 1 give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever ! 



III. 
O LoED, how great is thy goodness which tKckVj. \sa^ 
laid up for them that fear tYiee, aud. ^\3m5ol SXi^xy. \>si^ 
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wrought for tliem tliat trust in thee I How should our 
hearts adore thee, while we are privileged to see, and know, 
even but a few of the ways of wisdom and mercy, whereby 
thou dost accomplish, in our regeneration, the great pur- 
pose of our redemption ! With what amazement would 
our souls be penetrated, could we see thy constant care, 
thy unwearied efforts, to raise us from our natural state of 
evil, death, and hell, to goodness, life, and heaven ! how 
thou dost bear with our wanderings, repinings, and con- 
tradictions against thyself; how thou dost avert the just 
consequences of our ingratitude and rebellion ; how thou 
dost cherish and nourish the tender remains of goodness 
and truth, and protect them from the influence of evil and 
error ; how thou dost accommodate all the dispensations of 
thy Providence to our particular states and necessities; 
how thou dost gently bend and lead our affections, elevat- 
ing us by easy steps, and by means of successive delights, 
from things exterior to things interior, and drawing us 
freely and imperceptibly nearer and nearer to thyself, that 
thou mayst communicate thyself to us, and give us to taste 
of thy joys, that thus thy joy may abide in us, and that 
our joy may be full! How many are the helping mediums 
whereby thou dost enable, and encourage us, to ascend 
the hill of Zion ! Internally we are helped by delights, by 
perceptions, by suggestions, and by the benignant ministry 
of angels ; externally by thy Word, by pious exercises, and 
by the counsel, presence, and example of those who are 
further advanced in the heavenly life. In the changes of 
our mental states thou art with us ; thou art our helper 
when we are ready to perish ; thou providest that we are 
not tempted beyond that we are able to bear, and givest 
sufficient power to overcome our spiritual enemies ; thou 
dost enable us to detect their wiles, and dost defend us 
&om both their open, and ttiexc ^ecieX «L\Xai<3«a» 'Wteai ^^ 
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are tossed on the open seas of temptation, thou dost miti- 
gate our fears, by inspiring ns with hope, and at length 
dost chase away our doubts, and bring us into the desired 
haven of peace. In states of worldly adversity, thou dost 
remind us of our eternal inheritance, and of the necessity 
of trials and crosses for our purification, and dost support 
us by the consideration, that by the loss of a perishable 
and transient good, we may gain one that is imperishable 
and eternal. In states of worldly prosperity, thou dost 
moderate our delight therein, lest our affections should be 
seduced from the riches of thy love and wisdom ; and in 
states of spiritual elevation, thou dost prevent us from 
taking glory to ourselves, and thus detracting from thy 
immeasurable mercy, which is the only source of all that is 
truly good and happy, both within and without us. And 
in all the varied scenes of life, how blessed and full of 
glory is the hope of entering into an eternal mansion in the 
heavens ! What adorable mercy to provide this inexpres- 
sibly gracious inheritance for the spirits of the just made 
perfect ! And how can we enough adore that mercy which 
hath now made known, for the use of thy New Church, 
the nature of heaven, and of heavenly joy ! — ^knowledge, 
which in times of grief, affords support and consolation ; 
and in times of joy, forbids to tarry in any present bUss, 
and urges to press forward to the high prize of our calling. 
O may our hearts, while our tongue sthus recount the 
mercies of our Lord, catch a spark from that sun of di- 
vine love whence all our mercies flow; while our minds, 
retiring inward at the same time, thankfully bow down 
with feelings of deep humility, seeing that we have en- 
deavoured to recount blessings that are numberless, and 
to span mercy that is boundless 1 In the fulness of our 
hearts, we join with angels in ttie %ou%Ql'\lb»fc^'«a^'^^ 
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Lamb, and say, "Great and marvellous are thy works. Lord 
God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name ? for thou only art holy ; wherefore all nations shall 
come and worship before thee." Amen. 



(,PRA TERS written by the REV. B. MADELEF, senior, cU the request <>ftM 

individktal/or Ms private use.) 



MORNING PRAYER. 

Most merciful Lord God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, I 
bow my soul at thy sacred feet, to acknowledge thy name, 
thine infinite goodness, and fatherly care. Thou art ever 
mindful of thy children, and thou permittest me, thine 
unworthy servant, to partake of thy bounty. Thou hast 
mercifully protected me through the night ; be pissed, 
Lord, to be with me through the day ; and grant me thy 
assistance, that I may be ablQ to resist and overcome every 
evil, and eveiy temptation to evil, to which I am exposed. 
I implore thy divine wisdom to enlighten my thoughts j 
and I humbly pray that thy divine love may quicken my 
affections, that I may live to thy glory. Be pleased, O 
Lord, to dwell in my soul according to thy promise. And 

may I ever be sensible of thy presence and thy power. 

1 thank thee, O Lord, for the gift of thy most holy Word, 
and for the heavenly knowledge I have received from it. 
Thy blessed Word connects my mind with thee, and with 
thy heavenly kingdom. It teachtes me my duty to theo 
and to my fellow-creatures i land instructs me to depend 
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upon thee for power to do thy will on earth, as it i$ 
done in heaven, O may my sonl be delighted in thy ser- 
Tioe. May I ever exercise a spirit of pure love and charity 
towards all mankind. As I seek thy mercy for myself, I 
devoutly solicit the same mercy for my neighbours, my re- 
lations, and acquaintance, with all those who belong to 
the society and church to which I am joined. May we be 
united in love to thy holy name, to thy Word, to thy 
kingdom, and to each other. Thou knowest what I stand 
in need of. Thy holy will be done. May I be satisfied and 
Contented with every dispensation of thy kind Providence. 
May I be grateful to all my friends. And may I be ever 
obedient to thy commandments, to the glory of thy great 
and adorable name. Amen. 



EVENING PBATEB. 

Almighty Lord and Saviour, Jehovak Jesus, with a 
grateful remembrance of thy mercy, I come into thy sacred 
presence. O may my heart with joy and gladness own thy 
power. I acknowledge my sins before thee, and my utter 
unworthiness to approach thy holy throne. But thou, O 
Lord, infinite in goodness, dost invite sinners to come 
unto thee, that they may partake of thy salvation. O 
blessed Lord, have mercy on me, and whatever thou hast 
seen amiss in my conduct this day, be pleased to forgive. 
O cleanse me from my secret faults, and make my mind 
thy dwelling-place; make my soul a temple of the living 
God, for thy name and mercy's sake. Be pleased to take 
me under thy fatherly care through the hours of darkness. 
Let thy holy angels be about my bed in the night, as they 
have been about my path in the day, I am ^\v»Wsa ^^'^ 
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goodness and love towards me. O may I feel a pure love 
to thee. True thankfulness, O Lord^ beoome^ my soul 
O fill my heart with praise. If it please thee to raise me 
to the light of another day, grant that I may rise from my 
bed under a deep sense of thine infinite mercy. May my 
fellow-creatures share with me all thy gracious bounty and 
loving kindness. Prepare me, O Lord, for that glorious 
day when I shall appear before thee in heaven. Make me 
a useful member of society. .0 may I never stray from 
thy presence. Grant me power to resist all evil, because 
evil is sin against thee. Be pleased to bless with me all 
those who know me, or are known by me. May we all 
meet together in thy heavenly kingdom. I lay my body 
down to rest in thy fear. O blessed Saviour I be thou my 
protector; guard me from all my spiritual enemies, and 
unite within my soul a blessed association of all that is 
good and true, that I may ever honour thee, and acknow- 
ledge that thou art, in glorified human form, my only God 
and Saviour. Amen. 



iThefBiUowing may be learnt by heaii by Children,} 



GEACE BEFORE MEAT. 

Enable us, Lord, to partake with moderation and 
thankfulness, the good things which thy bounty has pro- 
vided. Bless them to the health of our bodies, and refresh 
our souls with the remembrance of thee, the Bread of life, 
and the Eountain of every good. Amen. 
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ANOTHEB. 

Bless, O Lord, what thy bounty has provided, and give 
us thankful hearts. Amen. 



GBACE AFTER MEAT. 

We thank thee, merciful Eather, for this present 
refreshment. While our bodies are strengthened by thy 
bounty, may our souls be nourished by thy Spirit ; that 
under the influence of thy love, and the guidance of thy 
wisdom, we may go forward with diligence and cheerful- 
ness, in the path of thy commandments. Amen. 



ANOTHEB. 

Fob this, and all thy mercies, thy name, O Lord, be 
praised. Amen. 



TO BE SAID ON ENTERING INTO CHURCH. 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
hjBart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my Strength 
and my Redeemer. Amien. 



TO BE SAID PREVIOUSLY TO QUITTING 

CHURCH 

AFTEB SEBVIGE IS OONCLUDED. 

Accept, O Lord, my imperfect woi«fei^ «sx^ '5fc\<\s5fc\ 
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aud deeply impress upon my heart, the instruction 1 have 
received. Withhold my feet from every evil way, that I 
may keep thy Word, and grow in the ^owledge and love 
of thine adorable name. Amen. 



PEAYERS FOR CHILDREN. 



(for a Child tmder nine peart of age:^ 
MOBNING FBATEB. 

O Lord JESua Ghbist, thou art my God^ and my 
heavenly Father. Thou hast been very good to me, thy 
helpless child, in preserving me from harm in the night, 
and causing me to awake up in health and happiness. 
?lake me thy good and obedient child this day. Let not 
wicked spirits fill me with bad tempers, or lead me into 
disobedience. Dispose me to pursue my studies with 
thankfulness and diligence ; to love and honour my pa- 
rents and teachers ; to love and be kind to my brothers 
and sisters, and companions ; and not to hurt or offend 
any one, nor to do any harm to any thing that hath life. 
Bless my dear father and mother, sisters and brothers, and 
all my kind friends and relations, for thy name and mer- 
cy's sake. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



EVENING PBAYEB. 



O Lord Jesus Cheist, I confess with thankfulness thy 
lender love and care, in protecting me this day from aU 
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danger; in supplying all my wants ; and in giving me so 
many comforts and enjoyments. I thank thee fcnr kind 
parents and teachers, who instruct me in useful knowledge, 
and also teach me my duty, and how I may gain thy favour 
in this life, and afterwards be taken up to heaven, where I 
shall live with thee for ever and ever. Be pleased to bless 
them, and to reward their tender care and affection, by my 
growing up their veiy dutiful and a£fectionate child* Take 
me, I beseech thee, this night, under thine almighty protec- 
tion, and let thy good angels watch over me ; and cause 
me to awake up in the morning, if I should live so long, 
a good and happy ehild, with a heart 1^1 of thankfulness 
to thee and to my parents^ and full of love to all my fel- 
low-creatures. Amen, 
Our Father, &c. 



(For a CkUd above nine yean (tfagt, or at an earlier period, ij thought proper,) 

MORNINa PBAYEB. 

Gbeat and adorable Lord Jesus Christ, I desire to 
approach thee this morning as my heavenly Father, who 
lovest me, and tenderly carest for me, and who hast mer* 
dfuUy guarded me from harm during the hours of dark- 
ness. I acknowledge with thankfulness, that thou art ever 
desirous of providing for my present, and everlasting hap- 
piness; and although I am a frail and fallen creature, thou 
wilt accept my imperfect sacrifice of prayer and praise. I 
lament my often undutifulness and unkindness, my discon- 
tent, pride, and selfishness ; and I beseech thee, by the 
operation of thy Holy Spirit, to amend my dispositions, 
and to correct my ignorance, and to enable me from hoice- 
forth, to serve thee in humble lo^e^ «n!iVy«\j\^«s.* "^^^ 
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membering that thou seest my most secret tbotiglits and 
desires, may I act throaghout this day» as in thy presence. 
Dispose me to honour and obey my parents, and to 
remember with gratitude their watchful care, and pati^ 
tenderness, from my earliest in&ncy until uow, and tbe 
many benefits which I am daily receiving from them, and 
also their continual solicitude for my future welfare. En^ 
able me to act at all times as becometh a child instructed 
in true religion, and the practice of goodness. Fill my 
heart with love to all my fellow-creatures. Let meekness 
and gentleness adorn my behaviour ; and sincerity, up- 
rightness, purity, and good sense, distinguish my conver- 
sation. And so far as I shun evil because thou hast 
forbidden it, and do good because, thou hast conmianded 
it, enable me to ascribe all the merit thereof to thee, as 
the only Giver of goodness and wisdom, without whom I 
can do nothing. Bless, O Lord, my parents, relations, and 
friends. Bless my beloved country, and all mankind ; and 
especially be pleased to prosper, extend, and establish thy 
New Church, which is csdled the " New Jerusalem.*' Hear 
my prayers further, I beseech thee, in that most perfect 
form of thine, which contains within it all that man can 
desire or receive. An^en. 
Our Father, &c. 



EVENING PEAYEE. ^^ 

Almighty and most merciful Lord Jesus Christ, with 
thankfulness of heart I desire to offer unto thee my praises; 
and to acknowledge the many blessings which thy good 
Providence has this day bestowed upon me. Thou 
hast provided me with food, clothing, and instruction. 
Thou hast protected me from evil spirits, and hast com- 
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manded thy holy angels to watch over me in love. Thou 
hast given me thy Holy Spirit to withdraw me from evil, 
and lead me into good ; and hast inspired me with good 
dispositions, and holy thoughts ; and now thou art waiting 
to fill my heart with grateful love, and lowly reverence, 
while I bow down and worship thee in sincerity and 
truth. Enable me to fix my wandering thoughts on thy 
adorable perfections; and to raise my heart to thee, in 
adoration of thy holiness, thy goodness, thy wisdom, and 
thy power* Cause me to feel, that in comparison with 
thee, I am but as dust and ashes. Fill me with sorrow for 
my past sins and transgressions, by which I have wan- 
dered from the path of thy commandments. Cause me to 
feel ashamed for having neglected so many opportunities 
of improvement, which thy goodness hath graciously af- 
forded. Henceforth, O Lord, be thou my only Euler and 
Guide. Guard me from improper thoughts ; from the evils 
of my own heart; and the destructive influence of bad 
example. Let me ever be esteemed for my sincerity and 
truthfulness ; and let my upright and honourable priuci- 
ciples and conduct, entitle me to the confidence of all who 
know me. As I grow in stature, may I grow in wisdom 
and goodness, and in thy love and favour. This night will 
I lay me down in peace and sleep, because thou, O Lord, 
makest me to dwell in safety. And if it be thy will that 
I li^e to witness another day, may I spend it in thy fear, 
and become better prepared for thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant thy blessing and protection to my parents, relations, 
and friends, and accept my feeble prayers and praises, for 
thine own name and mercy's sake, O Lord, my Creator, 
Kedeemer, and Saviour. Amen. 
Our Father, &e. 



HEADS OF SELF-EXAMINATTOK. 

FOUNDED OH TBB DBCAXiOOUB» BOTH UTEBALLT AKD HFUOmU Lt 

OOHBIDEBEDk 

Designed to afford AsHitande in the due Per/brmanee of that most 

sakftary Christian Exercise; and being, <d the same tsme^ 

a summary exposition qf that JMmne Coda, 



" If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath aught against thee, leave there thy g^ before the ahar, 
and go thy way ; first be reooncfled to thy brother, and tben come and 
offer thy gift " (Matt ▼. 23, 24). 

" Examine me, Lord, and prove me ; try my rdns and my heart" 
(Ps. xxvi. 2). 

" And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave unto your lliihers ; and 
ye shall be my people, and I will be your God ; then ahall ye renum- 
ber your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall 
loathe gourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and for your 
abominations" (Ezek. xxxvi. 28 and 31). 

** I acknoidedge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid: 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord ; and thou for^ 
gavest the iniquity of my sin" (Ps. xxxii. 5). 

'* And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God : and the 
books were opened ; [the interiors of the minds qf those who are wicked] 
and another book was opened, which is the book of life ; [the interion 
of the minds qf such as are good, on which the Word is inscribed by 
obedience] and the dead were judged out of those things which were 
written IN THE BOOKS, according to their works" (Rev. xx. 12), 



** Let a man examine himself and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup ; if we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged" [or condemned] (1 Cor. zL 28 and 31). 

" Examine yoursetvet, whether ye be in the faith ; prove your own« 

selves" (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) 

** If a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he 
deceiveth himself ; but let every man prove his own work" (GaL vi, 
3,4). 
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[^Self-exammation is to he entered upon toith much eeriouenees, in a 
caJm and deliberate state of mind, and after earnest and. humble 
prayer to the Lord, thai he vfUl remove the deceitfulness of self-love 
from our hearts and minds, so that our investigation may he faith" 
fid, and our Judgment a just one; and that he will vouchsafe the 
light of heaven, — ihat light of divine truth which explores and makes 
manifest the quaHtg ofaU things, that we may see as we are seen, he 
humbled under the conviction of sin, and hate that which is evU with 
a perfect hatred. In pursuing our examination, whenever we see 
no cause to condemn ourselves, we must take care to give aU the glory 
of our fidelity and obedience to our Lord Jesus ChriU."] 



1. Havb I 80 believed in the trae God, our Lord Jesus Christ, as 
gratefully to remember him, both as my Creator and Preserver, and 
as my Redeemer firom the bondage of hell, and my only Saviour from 
Bin? 

2. Is my belief proved to be sincere by my solicitude to acquaint 
myself more perfectly with God, his nature, his person, and his works, 
that I may be enabled more interiorly to adore, and more perfectly 
to imitate his goodness? 

3. Although I have not committed inteUectudl idolatry by so re- 
sisting instruction as to persist in forming false conceptions of the 
divine character or mode of existence, have I nevertheless committed 
the more direful idolatry of the heart, by loving myself, or any thing 
in myself or any created person or object, more than my Creator? 

4. Have I remembered, that the supreme object of my love, what" 
ever it may 5e, is, in reality, my object of worship, or god ? 

5. Have I j<nned with a belief in the true Gk>d, those feelings of 
devotion, and those exercises of pious worship, which he has com- 
manded, by diligently, sincerely, and humbly performing my religious 
duties, both private and public? 

6. Have I feared to offend man more than to offend Grod; proving, 
by a regard to the wishes of man in preference to the will of Grod, 
that my faith in God is unaccompanied with a true fear of Him, and 
a supreme reverence for his adorable nature; or have I committol^st^ 
countenanced sin ; or conformed to suifaV c\v&\.Qii!CA^ <inii\x«rs na "^^ 
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dictates of my conscience^ in order to please man, or to aToid li& dii- 
pleasore? 

7. Do I love to govern myself by the dictates of my own natnnl 
understanding better than to be governed by the Lord through his 
Word ; or do I prefer my own will and pleasure to the Lord^s wiU 
and pleasure; and have I, in consequence, neglected any of the dntieB, 
either of piety, or charity? 

8. Have I reflected, and acted upon the reflection, that the se- 
knowledgment of the Lord and his government involves an obliga- 
tion to learn, remember, and obey the laws of his kingdom at dl 
times t 

9. In what manner have I loved God; — selfishly, because of his 
power to do me good, and in order to procure a continuance of his 
benefits ; or (as I should do) on account of his essential perfections, as 
revealed in his Word, and manifested in his works? 

10. Do I love the divine goodness and divine truth supremely, 
and so as to account any goodness and truth that I have appropri- 
ated from the Lord as nothing, in comparison with their Divine 

fountain ? 

11. Have I so thonght of the divine holiness as to remember, that 
only the pure in heart shall see God ; and that without practical, 
personal holiness, no man shall see the Lord ? 

12. Is my faith in the Lord proved to be a living faith, living by 
and from love and charity, by my constantly regarding and loving 
the Lord in my neighbour; that is, by loving what is ofih% Lord in 
him, namely, the goodness and truth which constitute the divine 
image and likeness ; and thus, not loving my neighbour's person 
merely, or loving him from personal considerations to myself, as on 
account of his agreeableness or love to me, or on account of favours 
received or eiiLpected from him, but in the first jpilacp loving his 
quality, or the good which is in him, and the Lord as therein 
manifested, and thence, or secondarily and consequently, loving his 
person? 

13. Is my faith proved to be alive from charity as its life, by my 
seeking and striving to abstain from loving the world more than my 
Dei^hboor. 
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14. Have I, on any occasion, doabted or qaestioned the goodness 
or wisdom of the divine government, by mnrmnring at the dispensa- 
tions of Providence, forgetting the divine injunction that men onght 
to possess their sonb in patience, and to pray always, by exercising 
a continual trust in Providence, and not to £unt, through want of 
faith? 

15. Have I endeavoured to remember the Iiord*s example, by 
learning obedience by the things which I have suffered, whatever 
may have been the nature of my sufferings? 

1 6. Have I borne adversity, affliction, and sorrow, with resignationi 
in consideration of the end designed in their permission ; and, know- 
ing their use, have I endeavoured to improve them to my humilia- 
tion and sanctification? 

17. Have I been more anxious to have my affliction brought to a 
speedy conclusion, than to endure it patiently to the end, knowing 
that the Lord never suffers any trial to continue longer than my 
eternal well-being requires ; or have I duly considered, that prayer 
for the termination of affliction is the fruitiess prayer of impatience^ 
while prayer to improve it, is the profitable prayer of patience? 

18. Do I prcbcticaXly acknowledge that the Lord alone is King, by 
submitting cheerfully to, and reposing implicitly upon his good 
Providence, and by placing my whole dependance upon, and con- 
fidence in Him, for guidance and protection, and for the supply 

of all my wants, spiritual and temporal, present and future? 

. - 

19. Do I cultivate such a trust in Providence as applies to 
the mintOest particulars; and do I trust therein, under all trying 
circumstances and states of mind, for support, consohition, and 
deliverance? 

20. Do I, while my reason acknowledges that the Lord does all 
things well, perversely call upon Him to alter his dispensations, in 
my own case, through an impatience of theur painfulness, thus 
practically undervaluing and distrusting the judgment of Infinite 
wisdom? 

21. Do I remember that to trust exclusively, or even chiefly, in 
py own prudence^ would be to honour my own intelligence more 
than the Divine Wifdom; and bearing thia tcLX«cficsB^\»jbKft^^^ 
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fM that haman prndenee Is m ooCbing^ !a ocmiptfiaoii with DiHoa 
Prcmdeace? 

22. Do I entirely rely oa the Lord's ghing me power by hk 
Holy Spirit to become acquainted with, and to perform his will; and 
do I earnestly pray that he will gjbrB me, dmihg my o^edienee, those 
graces which oonstitate his image and likeness; knowing that aS 
seemmg vhrtnes which have any other origin than the Lotd» are self- 
deriyed, and are so many molten images in his sight? 

23. Haye I been actuated on any occasion, by an ambUums qiiri!^ 
desiring to become great, £smoos,Off powerfiili ot to appear ffrmter 
than others, in regard to ext&rmai eireomstaiices; w to exeidse 
power over them, springing from the Wre of dominioiii or Is nof 
desire of influence or power such as originates in a legiard to Q8% and 
is it subordinate to heayenly ends and af^ions, and to the precepts 
of diyine truth? 

24. Have I been so impatient of oppodtioOf or so intempente in 
pressing my opinion, as too clearly to indicate a desire to rule and 
domineer oyer the opinions and conscienoes of otiien; or have I re- 
flected that an attempt to hifringe liber^ of judgment, or to fiiee 
opinion, is the mark of a tyrannical disposition? 

25. Do I, in any of the following respecte, set up graven imagea of 
my own fbrming, and worship them, forgetting that the Lord is the 
sole Wisdom as well as the sole Life; — do I prefer being a teacher, 
or dictator of opinions to others, to meekly learning truth from the 
least of my brethren, as well as from the Word, for the sake of being 
purified by it myself? 

26. Do I seek divine knowledge for the sake of human applause^ or 
to make a display of intellectual power, rather than as a means of 
doing good, and becoming useful to others ? 

27. Have I assumed in argument a self-confident tone, or a posi- 
tiveness of manner, as if I regarded myself as possessing infallibility 
of judgment, or unerring wisdom, disdaining counsel, and impatient 
of oppositibn? 

28. Have I assumed merit to myself, or prided myself on my 
knowledge concemmg either things spiritual, natural, or sensual, 
worshiping my own opinions, and forgetting to give all the glory to 
the Lord, so i^ as they are agreeable to trath? 
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29. Hare my inteUeciiialpiiimdte been imdertaken cad condoe^ 
and my opioioiie formed, in the spirit of ftnity and pride^ in a yain 
oonfidenee in, and dependance upon, my own natnral powers of on-* 
dorstanding, and not in dependance on Divine aid? 

30. Have I been actoated by a spirit of emulation grounded in 
the loye of self, or by a vain desire of bdng the fnt § or hare I 
been actuated by a desire to be of use, and to be the servant of all? 

31. Have I scorned iiuirwition or reproofs by turning a deaf ear 
to it, and even when rightly applied ; or have I taken offence at any 
one because he yielded not to my opinion \ or because he honestly 
accounted me Culpable in any matter? 

32. Have I pretended candour in listening to counsel, professing 
that I would duly regard it, while my will was bent upon not attend- 
ing to it in my practice; or while I knew that I should dismiss it 
immediately from my thoughts? 

33. Have I, on any occasion, or on any point of knowledge^ tecied 
that I was perfect, or that I knew enough, or was too wise to learn § 
or have I, in disregard of what is justly due to others, shewn this 
proud spirit in a predetermination to oppose their opinion without 
giving them a fair hearing, or due consideration? 

84. Have I, instead of humbly adoring the Lord alone^ valned 
mywiif, in comparison with others^ upon my worldly possessions^ or 
my personal qualifications, such as beauty or strength; my mental 
powers or acquisitions, such as judgment, memeiyy wit, or learning t 
or my supposed superior virtues, either of piety or tHuaityt 

SS, Have I coveted praise^ or taken it to myself, when I knew 
it was unjustly bestowed, or in an undeserved degree i or have I 
been vainly lifted up in heart even at the just praise of my virtuesb 
attainments, or actions? 



36. Have I, in levity, or in hasty, intemperate exelamatioMb 
used any of the sacred names of the Lord; or ooontenanced others 
in so doing, over whom I might have ezerdaed a beneficial infiuenoe^ 
but for a fiUse diffidence, or a fear of being thought too religious ? 

37. Have I quoted irreverently, or ibr ^^wrgiwm ^ Vii^ ^<<Ci&n«BC3 
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pasMges or words of the Sacred Scriptores; thus Lansing the hj» 
standers to alight their authority, and offending against that hdy 
idea Tvhich attendant angels entertain of the divine sanctify of evoy 
syllable of the letter of the Word, and so giving advantage to wicked 
men and infernal spirits? 

38. Do I hdbUualfy approach, read, and hear the H0I7 Scriptora 
with reverence, hnmilitj, and modesty, desiring to be tan^^t by 
them, and not to force my own sense npon them; do I read them 
with sufficient diligence and attention, and pray to thei Lord to en- 
lighten and g^de me therein! 

39. Have I, while from doctrine I acknowledge the Divinity of the 
Lord's Hamanity, and that It is the immediate Operator of eJl good, 
and the Giver of the Holy Spirit; and that, to a Christian, it is that 
** Name'" of the Lord, in and by which alone Jehovah can be known, 
approached, and worshiped ; — have I profaned that holy name^ by 
believing the truth and receiving theBpirit of truth ; and yet, at the 
same time^ doing any known evil ; thus mixing what ia holy with 
what is profane? 

40. Do I feel that my taking the name of the Lord as my Head 
and Leader, involves an obligation to abide by his saginga ; to do as 
he did, by observing and following his example ; and that as be 
suffered, in order that by temptations he might be perfected and 
glorified, so must I patiently endure my needful share of trials and 
temptations, in order that I may be regenerated, be made like unto 
Him, and enter into his glory ; and do I remember, that so iar a^ 
these effects do not take place, I bear his name in vain? 

41. Have I in any wise brought a scandal npon my Christian 
name and profession by unworthy conduct; or by thoughtless in- 
discretion? 

42. Have I been mindfhl to adorn my profession, and to recom- 
mend the cause of divine truth, by abstaining even from all appear- 
ance of evil, and doing those things which I knew it was my duty to 
do, and which I knew could be justly required of a person of my ie« 
iigions profession and sentiments? 

43. Have I taken up my profession in vain, by regarding external 
worship, consisting of attendance at church, and outward religious 
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duties, rather than internal worship, which consists in love, and its 
proper works ; and hare I remembered that aU true religion has re* 
lation to life? 



44. Have I kept holy the Sabbath-day, by devontly and regolarly 
attending public worship ; and by reading the Word and spiritoal 
writings at home, and by exercising my mind in self-examinatioD, 
reflection, meditation, and prayer; and by seeking snch social en- 
gagements only as I had reason to beliere might be rendered conr 
ducive to mutual improvement in divine knowledge, and in the afiec- 
tions of love and charity ? 

45. Has my attendance at chnrch been too much influenced and 
regulated by the pkcuure I expect to receive from the preaching ; 
instead of being primarily influenced by a solemn sense of duty, 
which requires that I should meet the church when it assembles for 
worship* whatever may be my estimation of the discourses, then 
delivered? 

46. Have I, when at chnrch, done my utmost to maintain a devout 
and serious frame of mind ; to check the tendency of my thoughts 
to wander; and, in particular, by abstaining from idly gazing about 
me; and have I endeavoured to attend closely to, and unite in, and 
feel the sense of the . words used in the worship ; and to listen to 
the discourse with a teachable and not a critical spirit, and aq 
earnest desire to profit thereby as far as possible? 

47. Have I endeavoured to honour the Sabbath-day, by leading 
those with whom I enjoy social intercourse on that day, to converse on 
such subjects as are spiritually instructive, and conducive to edification ; 
abstaining from, and discouraging, as much as I was able, idle and un* 
profitable talk ; have I also done all in my power to lead others tQ 
improve the Lord's day, by urging them to attend public worship 
constantly, and setting them a good example therein myself? 

48. Have I shewn that I set a proper value upon divine truth by, 
manifesting a desire to communicate it to others, and by zea'. a fior 
the preaching of it, manifested by my contributing to the pecuniary 
support of preaching, so far as I am able, and so far as I conscien^ 
tionsly consider to be prudent, and therefore incumbent upon me? 

49. Have I shewn ceal for the instxujeUiQiik ^ ytnt idcS^^s^sw^^^^^ssw 
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prietieable, either by peemilary aaeistanoe fo fiirthemiee of tlMl 
olijeot, or by personal aid in the eehool, where I h«ve fiait that it Im 
been needed ; or has the consideration of my being too great or respe^ 
tabledeterred me ; or, if I have afforded personal aid, have I heeia acta* 
atodtoomiichb7ade8iretoi}{aaMf}ty«e{r>* or have I too lightly taken 
offence on account of the non-adoption of my own views in tlM 
management of affairsi or the arrangement of the proceedings? 

50. Have I neglected a profitable freqaency of attendance at tin 
Lord's table; and can I acqnit my conscience in regard to my 
omissions, as in the Lord's sight? 

61. Do 1 habitually, and in practice, prefer to seek the sabbath of 
heavenly rest and peaces above all the enjoyments of sense, and all 
the pleasares of this world, which I might procore for myself by my 
own working? 

52. Do I seek sabbath-peace and rest spiritually, by nudntainaigi 
with Christian courage^ my conflict against evils, and the fidsei 
fiivouring them, and carrying it on in the Lord's strength, giving 
him all the glory and merit of my victory over my spiritual adver- 
saries? 

53. Have I added to courage patience, and a wiUingness to endure 
conflict so long as the Lord may see it needfixl ; discouraging an im- 
patient desire for the return of peace of mind ; and also dismissing a 
desire for my speedy removal to heaven whenevei I have perceived, 
that such desire arose from a selfish impatience of trials and tempt- 
ations? 

54. Do I, so far as I rest from spiritual warfkre, devote that rest to 
the Lord, by looking unto Him, and elevating my mind to hearmly 
things; using vigilance lest self should enter, and strive to appiropri- 
tte what is of the Lord, and thus defile it? 

55. Do I seek spiritual rest and peace only in, and through, the 
consummation of the celestial marriage of goodness and truth in my 
w91 and understanding; and knowing that it can only take place 
in proportion as I practise repentance, fiuth, and obedience, and in 
proportion as the external man is submitted to, and united with the 
internal, do I act in conformity with this knowledge? 

56b Have I gratefUly reflected, that the eaLeatSal maxriae^ ia only 
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rendtted possible through the Loid*e haying united the divine and 
human natures in his own person, by effecting the divine aarriage of 
Infinite Love and Wisdom in his Hamanity j whence comes the con* 
sequent union of the Divine Humanity, or the Divine Bridegroom (by 
his proceeding Holy Spirit), with his bride^ the church, both la 
heaven and on earth ; and have I, therefore, attributed salvation, and 
all its blessings, to the Lord's having assumed onr nature, and glori<> 
fied it, or made it divine, in Himself? 

57. Have I reflected, that it is the Lord's work dhne to produce 
heavenly order, and form heapen in the $oul; and have I, therefors^ 
been watchful against «e{/^activity, independently of the Lordf in 
every principle of my mind, from the highest to the lowest? 

58. When blest with a sabbath-state of rest and peace, do I strive 
to prevent it fh>m degenerctHng into a merdy nakirai elevation of the 
spirits, by gratefully attributing it to the Lord, and seeking more 
intimate communion with Him? 



59. Do I behave to my earthly parents with gratefhl tenderness, 
doing all in my power to contribute to their happiness? 

60. Since I have eome to years of maturity, and have passed from 
under the control of my natural parents, have I endeavoured to keep 
myself under the counsel and control of the Lord, as my heavenly 
Father; regarding goodness and truth from him as in the place of 
my natural father and mother; and as doing me (under the Lord's 
superintendence) the offices and services of a spiritual feither and 
mother? 

61. Have I reflected on what is involved in the Lord's calling 
Himself '* Ovr Father,** so as deeply to feel his amazing love and 
condescension ; and so as resolutely to determine in his strength, to 
conduct myself in all things with ^ial love, gratitude, duty, and obe* 
dience towards Him, as my Father in heaven? 

62. Have I reflected, that the Lord is not my heavenly Father in 
a full, or spiritual sense, until I am bom again of Him; and until h^ 
begets in me those afiections and dispositions which are an image of 
his love and wisdom, and which he does while 1 put off the old man^ 
and put on the new man, by dying unto ti^kftYov^ ^l if^vsA'Os^ 
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world, tad firing a fiiiof i%bleHnMH^aeeHdH^tottepnei||i 
UtWord? 



63. Do I honour tte Chmdi (i §anM\li hj CMnnn doctrine fin 
tbe Word), •• m j tpiritnol mother, bj ■Mm of wfana^ tv- Mgfc ^ 
Lord's opwition, took are aetoaD J bom asain; do I iMBoarlMrfcf 
fwp a rting and oli ae i f iiig bar iMtitatioMb and by rafmaHj and JIB 
gooti J cnltiratuig a knovladge of bar doctrinal^ and ako a lhrn( 
oonlbnait J to them, both in waj own mind, and, ao fiv aa liea in mj 
power, in the minde of others; and do I remember, that Id be iodtf> 
lerent to improvement in the knowledge of divine tmth, k to dii* 
bonoor mj q»iritiial mother? 

64. Do I honour thooe who are distingoished Ibr goodnes and 
wisdom ? and am I earefol to preeerre m j mind in aocfa a candid 
state as not to overlook the daims of the good and the wise to my 
respect and love? 

65. Do I treat pemns who fill offices of oae with doe reapeet, fir 
their office and work's sake, and e^^edallj the ministers of the Holf 
Word? 

66. Have I shewn my regard to the chmch and kingdom of the 
Lord, and that which constitutes it, by earnest prayers for the peace 
and prosperity of the New Jerusalem; and have I shewn my seal for 
my heavenly Father's will and cause, by nsing my beat and zealoai 
endeavours to promote the reception of Him at this his seocmd advent; 
and by not withholding or grudging my contiibotion in support of 
the externals of worship? 

67. Do I prove my reverence to my spiritual Father and Mother 
by a jealous self-examination, with a view to ascertain whether, in 
all things, I act to their honour, as becomes a son and heir of salva- 
tion ; and do I remember that on my so acting depends my reception 
of good and truth by regeneration, and of oonsequenoe^ my attain- 
ment of everlasting life in heaven ? 

68. Do I reflect that I cannot sincerely honour my spiritual 
Father and Mother, unless I am fully sensible of my state of opposi- 
tion to goodness and tfuth by natural birth, through hereditary evfl; 
and also through acquired evil by actual sin ; and am I so affiscted 
by tbe knowledge of my infirmities and sins, as to feel deep humilia* 
tion and self-abasement, grounded in a conviction, that, of myseU^ I 
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am altogether opposed to goodnees and troth, yea, that I am mere evil 
and false; and that ih}m these I can only dishonour my spiritnal 
Father and Mother; and that I shall do so, except so far as I am by 
them restrained^ and led to repentance and regeneration? 

69. Do I cultivate loye to all my fellow-creatares, independently 
of external distinctions, npon the ground that we are all the childroi 
of one common Father, and are equally the objects of his nnbonnded 
love, and of his tender consideration and care? 



70. Have I duly reflected, that, although I may never have wished 
to commit murder, yet that my face is turned towards that dreadful 
crime whenever I feel anger and resentment, and, more particularly, 
when I attempt to justify such feelings by false excuses, suggested 
by my disordered, and therefore darkened state of mind ? 

71. Have I allowed myself to palliate the indulgence of culpable 
vindictive feelings towards any one, by persuading myself that I was 
actuated therein by a virtuous indignation, a sense of justice, or a 
becoming contempt for what is unworthy? 

72. Have I preferred to cherish feelings of contempt against faults, 
rather than pity, because they were directed against, or proved in- 
jurious to myself f 

73. Do I desire to guard against contempt of others, in aU cases, 
because, although the judgment I pass may be just, contempt is the 
result of the influence of selMove; and do I, therefore, soften the 
judgment and condemnation of others' faults by sufiiBring and seeking^ 
the presence of charity, thus turning contempt into pity? 

74. Have I despised or thought lightly cf others on account of 
natural blemishes or infirmities, personal or mental ; or on account of 
inferiority in outward circumstances? » 

75. Have I so cherished enmity agamst real or supposed enemies, 
as to allow myself to feel regret at their prosperity? 

. 76. Have I judged rashly, or from a pre -disposition to censure the 
words and actions of others, because I felt no partiality for them^ 
QT because they had excited, either with or without cause, a feeling 
of dislike t 
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77. HsTel8pokaiilkiriytop«noiiBtotlMirfiMe^Miio«iiliig«h« 
from no good mcthre, I hw ipoken hmhly in th^ ibewe^ or kw 
I and cxaggenitioa when qpotUng of their fimlts? 

78. Haye I to fe iglven my enemies at to IM no induuUka ton- 
taliate upon them, eitlier bj doing tliem hurt, bj expoiing their ii- 
firmitiee or fmltt out of reeentment, or by withholding sndi mnkm 
at I should foel it nqr indfaiation or dn^ to nnder to tat indiAnil 

person? 

79. Here I so forgiven those who have injured me^ in word or 
deed, as I hope to be forgiven by my heavenly Father? 

80. Have I, as commanded by the Lord, prayed for those wlio 
have de&pitefiilly used or persecnted me? Have I endeavoured to 
behave with g^entleness towards those who have offmded me, whe- 
ther hastily or deliberately, knowing that I should not be Justified is 
departing from my duty, because otiiers have departed from theirs? 

81. Have I considered that a man*s rqmUiiion is liis very life io 
civil society; and have I, therefore, been very tender towards hii 
character, even when I knew it was defective; or have I spoken of 
his defects only under the impulse of necessity, or a oonsdentioas r^ 
gard to use? 

82. Have I allowed myself to fancy the worst dedgna» and to pot 
the worst, or an unwarranted, or uncharitable interpretation upon the 
words and actions of any person whatever ? 

83. Have I forgotten the Lord*s example by returning railing fer 
railing, and threatening for injury; or have If in any way, returned 
evil for evil? 

84. Have I duly considered that it is better to give way to wnth 
in others than to increase it by violent oppoeitioa; and that it is tha 
glory of a man vfitely, and mercifully, to pass by a trsnsgression? 

85. Have I allowed my mind to brood over an injury, or tapposed 
injury; have I been too ready to listen to anything to the disad* 
vantage of the offending party; or have I been backward in accept 
ing explanation or apology, or in entertaining proposals fbr reeondlW 
ation, or in seeking reconciliation upon a just and reasonable baslfl^ 
(where there appeared a probability of obtaining it,) and in agree- 
ment with the rule laid down by the Lord? CLnke xvii 8, 4X 
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86. Have I, through an idh curioskjf, (more akin to hatred than 
to love,) rather than firom a legitimate regard to nse, sought oat, or 
received readily, tales to the discredit of others ; or have I spread 
inch tales abroad, regardless of the misouderstanding, variance, con- 
tention, and unhappinesSt which T might thereby occasion ? 

87. Have, I npon finding that any indisoretioii of my tongue had 
Inflicted an injury which I did not intend, endeavoured to make re* 
paration, and resolved to be more careful in fiiture? 

88. Have I encouraged, or indulged a disposition to take part in, 
quarrels, or disputes? have I remembered the blessedness pronounced 
upon the peacemaker? 

89. Have I contended, even for my just rights, rather from a 
vindictive motive^ than i^m a sense of the necessity, or strict justice 
of the case? 

90. Have I reprehended in an nnchristian spirit^ and therefore un- 
profitably and injuriously, through omitting intercesaory prayer for 
the object of my reprehension, and not seeking the divine blessing 
on my efforts for his improvement? 

91. Have I been willing, for the sake of peace and good order ^ to 
pass over, and submit to things really indifferent, (although I might 
not approve of them,) such as trifling offences, and causes of in- 
convenience from the thoughtlessness of others; or have I been im- 
patient of opposition, and allowed my imagination to dwell on little 
things until they were magnifled and appeared to be of moment? 

92. Have I been angry wiHwut a cause; or have I, when I have 
manifested causeless anger towards others^ been too haughty to 
confeu my error, and to offer to make reparation t have I duly 
restrained, and felt humiliated on account o^ a tendency to angry 
exclamations at any trifling crossing of my personal wishes? 

93. Have I guarded with vigilance and humility against a 
wxtural tendency to hasty or severe judgments or expressions? have 
I earnestly endeavoured to counteract and correct the irregularities 
of an angry or sullen temper, ao far aa I know that I am prone 
thereto? 

94. Have I committed any act of violence under the \pNitiQ!&fife ^ ^ 
zeal for justice; or jieraecated any one undeot \3aft \k\s^ cd ^^^wosi&sas.- 
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tioos Jealodqr for the interests of Tirtoe, whea I was all the whib 
impelled by selfieh foeliiige; thus doing e?U under the mask cf 
good? 

95. Have I taken care not to indolge a (IJ!QMitoltba(« feeling agiioit 
those who differ from me in opinion, particularly on religions quai- 
tions, by argning for yictoiy rather than for truth; diaregardiDg 
how much I might wound their foelings by bitter obseryatioos; « 
injure their spiritual state by loosening the principles of ooosdeDO^ 
as formed upon the basis of their religious sentiments? and have I 
cultivated kind, liberal* and charitable feelings, towards all who 
differ from me in their religious sentiments? 

96. Have I remembered that to keep outtide qf others^hym^ 
pressing unduly my will and opinion upon them, or suffering them 
unduly to affect me by their conduct or circumstances, is the great 
law of mental liberty, tending to prevent that collision of sphero^ 
and disturbance of individual freedom and equanimity, which aristt 
from the interpenetration of another*s individuality? 

97. Have I felt it to be a duty to guard against hurting the fid* 
ings of others, by word or deed, either resentfully, or wantonly and 
uselessly, and whether under the impulse of public or private con- 
siderations; knowing that the interests of truth and goodness siai^ 
suffer hurt rather than receive aid, from such a mode of offence or 
defence ostensibly in their behalf, and that a vkuUetive wounding 
of another's feelings, purposely inflicted, under any circumstances^ is 
a positive breach of charity ? 

98. Have I, while professedly contending for abstract principles, 
been careftil to avoid defiling them by descending to personalities? 
have I preferred the conversational state of mind, which Is dis- 
tinguished by the mutual desire to receive truth, to the aignmeota* 
tive states which is marked by the resolute endeavour to reject an 
offered opinion, whether right or wrong? 

99. Lest I should give myself credit for the possession of a 
degree of virtue which I do not really possess, let me ask, has my 
unwillingness to hurt or offend my neighbour, or to shew resentment, 
arisen ftt>m constitutional timidUg, or an apprehension of ill conae^ 
quences to myself in the end, or from a conscientious desire not to 
offtod against the divine precoj^ta? 
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loa Have I that oharitj which *< covers a moltitade of sinsf** 
am I able to look at the i^jarioos acts of others from snch a principle 
of good and of compasrion, as only notes or thinks of their fiiolts for 
purposes beneficent iowardt tAem, and otherwise passes them by as 
though they existed not? or do I Jndge of evils in others as behig 
tnore or less light, because, and according as they act injuriously 
upon myseff, aocoonthig little of them if they do not tottch me, nor 
fkll upon those with whom I am itUimaUf or about whom I feel 
personally concerned f 

101. Have I remembered that the patient endurance of ill-doing, 
and the exercise of a disposition to return to ill-doers good for evil, 
is a needful means of preparation for the emplojrment of angels, 
and is productive of a willingness to be instrumental, under the 
Lord, in the healing of all spiritual infirmity, sickness, and disease? 

102. Have I been careful not to hurt or to slay the living 
principles of goodness and truth in my conscience, by resisting and 
acting against their holy influences and dictates; and have I been 
sufficiently mindfU, that all sin is deetructive ^spiritual life? 



103. Have I harboured any indecent or unchaste thoughts or de- 
sires ; or have I used or countenanced any unclean allusions ? have I 
eonsidered that to think of the other sex from the body to the 
spirit (the fbrmer being primari^ regarded with the mental eye, 
and the latter aecondarUy)'; and not from the spirit (or mind) in the 
first place, and thence the body ; is not to think angelically, but 
brutally, and in a manner most degrading to the other sex, and 
most injurious (particularly when carried out into words and acts) 
to all that is dear to man, both as a member of society, and as a 
candidate for heaven? 

104. Have I cultivated a reverence for the divine institution of 
marriage, and all that relates to it ; seeing therein a holy representa- 
tion of the divine and heavenly marriage $ and remembering that by 
means of marriage and the uses connected with it, the heavens are 
peopled with inhabitants? and (jf tingU) have I looked towards 
marriage, not from any selfish end, but through the Lord, trusting 
in his good Providence as being more especially exercised in regard 
to marriages? and (if a single femak) have I remembered that L 
cannot sufier my innate passive ^VUki^Tvitta V^ \a mvr^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
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Lord) when a suitable ofito occnn, to become an aetiva aelfish wish to 
be married, without endangering the peenUar modest j and dignity of 
my sex, by descending from a rational to a merelj animal state of 
mind? 

105. Have I remembered* that only so long aa the imagination ia 
kept clear of impnre images, can angels draw near to ns and befideod 
ns with their holy influences; becanse the idea of marriage and of 
corjagial love is the most holy idea of heaven, both on aocoontof 
the spiritual signification of marriage, and becanae conjngial love is 
that afibctioo into which are collated all the heavenly affections, both 
intellectual and voluntary? have I considered that the beat way to 
keep the imagination free fh>m defilement, Is to regatxl the peculiar 
organs of each sex as God's holy workmanship ; and to think of the 
functions thereof from an idea (^ their use, as intended by Him, and 
not from the thought of the gratification of personal desire? 

106. Have I carefhlly guarded myself against the poisonous bland- 
ishments which abound in this sensual age relative to the intereourse 
of the iexeSf and which are to be met with in theatrical representa- 
tions, also in novels, songs, and iwllads, and in poetical and dramati- 
cal works of reputation ? have I endeavoured to see^ and firmly to 
maintain the view, that the love of the tex, separate from the 
divine institution and spiritual sanctions of marriage^ ia an impsre 
love, and becomes also an igfenal love^ so far as it inclines to 
that unhallowed sexual passion which is celebrated in the inflam- 
matory descriptions and eulogies contained in works of imagination 
and wit, and which are rendered only so much the more dangmt)U8, 
as the real deformity of disorderly natural passion, and the mis- 
chievous results of its indulgence, are insidiously concealed under the 
alluring disguise of decent and sweet language and engaging 
imagery? and do I contemplate the personal beauty of the other sex 
as properly calling fbr the devout admiration of its Creator; and 
carefblly guard myself firom associating it with the low idea of 
mere pleasurable indulgence? 

107. Have I {if a ht^band Or vtifi) not . only been: faitSxful to the 
marriage bed in thought as well as in deed, but have I also been 
fiaithful to the marriage ooveaant, by. potting away all love of rule 
and dominion, or unreasonable and unyielding sdf-will, or aelfish 
desire to have my own way; and by acting with tenderness and fior- 
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bearance, and observing a prodent, respectfa]* and obliging behaviour? 
have I been faithful in keeping secret those things which I knew I 
ought not to divulge? have I avoided occasions of doing hnrt, and 
pre •eminently desired to do all in my power to promote the spiritual 
and temporal well-being and happiness of my beloved partner; doing 
so, both by my earnest prayers, and my best exertions, at all 
Opportunities, according to my best ability? 

108. Have I defiled the truths of fSnith (and thus spiritually com* 
mitted adultery), by making them the means of gratifying my self- 
love, or advancing my worldly interest? have I thus conjoined holy 
truths with impure affections? 



109. Although I have not committed any direct theft, have I, in 
any manner, defrauded another, either openly or secretly, or con- 
nived at the commission of fraud ? am I in possession of any thing 
to which, in the sight of the Lord, another is more justly entitled ? 
have I given into any of those fraudulent practices which, un- 
happily, have become too prevalent in trade, justifying myself by 
the false plea of general practice? have I, to benefit myself, been 
culpably unmindful of the injury which I saw must necessarily ac- 
crue to others, as a consequence of the steps I was taking? 

110. Have I been negligent in paying, or providing for the pay- 
ment of, my just debts? have I spent upon myself, or upon others, or 
under pretence of serving the Lord's cause, what really was not my 
own property, but which, in fkct, belonged to my creditors? 

111. Have I borrowed without reasonable propect of repayment? 
or have 1 made promises in the way of business which 1 could not 
perform, or which I have been careless of redeeming? 

112. Have I, by concealments, defVauded another, whether in buy- 
ing or selling, or taken advantage of the ignorance of another, or of 
the pressure of his pecuniary necessities? 

113. Whenever I have discovered that I have injured another in 
his property, through mistake, and in the same proportion benefited 
myself, have I hastened to make restitution? 

114. Have I acted on all occasions, both in my social and<»M^ 
concerns, with integrity and .aprightneaa*, and \\iA.\.Ti^\. \a >^«»aA'«^«^^ 
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or advance any selfish parpoee, tmt that I might do that which i» 
right in the sight of the Lord? 

115. Have I, from vanity or thooghtlessneas, raised ezpeetatioDS 
which I could not satisfy, and thus given a claim upon me which I 
could not answer? 

116. Have I duly estimated, and endeavoured to pay, my debts ef 
gratitude, whether to my parents or friends [or faithful dependants], 
or to all others that have endeavoured to serve me? or have I, in toy 
case, been so selfish and ungrateful as to receive acts of kindnea 
without being sensible of the obligations they conferred, as if I re< 
garded them merely as tributes to my merit, and which I proudly 
fancied I had a right to expect? 

'17. Have I paid the debts I owe to my country, ita return for ths 
protection I enjoy by the laws, by yielding due respect and submis- 
sion to those invested with lawfhl authority; and by not dishonestly 
avoiding my proper share of the public burdens^ by evading pay^ 
ment of taxes and levies? 

118. Have I remembered what is due to my neighbonrs and ftl* 
low-citizens, in regard to personal respect and proper civilities, and 
particularly to those accounted my inferiors? 

119. Have I, according to my ability, comforted the afflicted, and 
assisted the distressed, affording aid with a cheerful prudence, hoping 
for nothing again? or have I omitted to help the needy, not on 
just grounds, but through want of inclination, or that I might have 
the more to spend on worldly gratifications? 

120. Have I, in a decided yet temperate manner, vindicated the 
absent when I heard them unjustly aspersed; or have I, ftt)m nn« 
generous and selfish considerations, left the innocent undefended? 

121. Have I remembered what is due to the church society and 
its members, with which I am connected ? am I willing to take my 
share in its pecuniary burdens, and offices of use? do I perform such 
duties as I have accepted with due attention, and to the utmost of 
my ability, yet without arrogating too much importance to my own 
opinion, or being obstinately bent on having my own way? do I con- 
form to the laws and regulations which are established for the good 
of all and each of the members^ diligratlv attending oubUo and 
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private meetings? do I sympatbize with sufl^ng members, and give 
tbem sach aid as lies in my power? am I willing to give and receive 
eoimsel and reproof in a My Christian spirit? is my aspect and 
behaviour towards every one such as is becoming? and is my whole 
conduct sach as contributes to good order, harmony, and mutual 
love? 

122. Have I, by unnecessary and vain ezpensiveness in dress, or 
by extravagance in housekeeping, or otherwise, endeavoured to ob- 
tain an estimation to which I had no right on the score of property 
or respectability, and thus deprived myself of the means of devoting 
a part of my income to the claims of charity and duty, (such as the 
furtherance of the spiritual well-being, or the mitigation of the tem- 
poral ills of my fellow-creatures,) or have I, from the same causesy 
Incapacitated myself to do justice to the claims of my fEimily ? 

123. Have I, from an excessive desire to save money with a view 
to some selfish end, or from undue anxiety about the future^ or from 
a parsimonious disposition, withheld from the church, my family, or 
my fellow-creatures, that charitable contribution and assistance to the 
cause of piety, duty, and humanity, which, in all reason and religion, 
I ought to have afforded ; thus robbing the Lord, by the misapplica- 
tion of what, in reality, belongs to Him, and which has been en- 
trusted to me only as a steward ? 

124. Have my recreations, or outward enjoyments, been so fre- 
quent, immoderate, or expensive^ as to tresspass upon the perform* 
ance of any duty, or incapacitate me for performing it, or cause me 
to disappoint any just claim of my family or fellow-creatures? 

125. (^1/ a ptweiU,) Have I loved my children with a selfish and 
merely animal love, regarding them merely as a means or source of 
pleasure to myself; or have I, on the contrary, loved them for their 
own sakes as immortal creatures; regarding them according to my 
best views of their true interests? have I corrected their faults with 
calm judgment, not omitting to administer that reproof or punishment 
which my judgment saw necessary for their good, merely to avoid 
giving pain to their self-love, and thus to inty oton f have I abstained 
frt>m injudicious indulgences, and endeavoured to discourage, by every 
means in my power, their natural self-will, covetousness, indolence, 
love of dominion, inordinate love of praise^ and of dress ; have I en- 
deavoured to form their minda to piety, kiiiiQsiAB!^ Y^aAX:^^ Nsi^»^E^> 
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and lore of trath? have I caused them to be instructed in religiM 
Imowledge according to their years and capacity? have I notoilj 
tanght them their duty, bnt set them* in all things* a becomhigex* 
ample ? have I, on the one hand, regarded their presence wfafle i 
home as bnrdensomek looking npon their infantine capacity and pv- 
euits as it were with contempt? or, on the other, desired their coo* 
pany only to plecue myself in pleasing them, or to contribute mo^ 
to my own selfish gratification and amusement ? or have I, a» Im^ 
taken opportunities of patient and familiar conversation with tbeOi 
in order to form their dispositions, and expand and furnish their 
minds? have I endeavoured to qualify them for being useftil and 
truly respectable members of society? have I been industrious md 
careful, in order to become enabled to render them snch fbtnre 
pecuniary aid as consists with other equally just demands npon my 
resources? and, finally, have I endeavoured to think of them, not so 
much as my own, as the Lord's children? 

126. {If a matter,') Have I endeavoured to do justice, and to be- 
have kindly, to my dependants, and to contribute to their happineai 
and welfare, both temporally and spiritually, by promoting harmony 
amongst them, by watching over their morals, by endeavouring to 
lead them to the true knowledge and service of God, and by settiDg 
them a good and pious example? have I acted with forbearance, and 
administered reproof with temper, not assuming more authority than 
good order required? have I demanded more than I could reasonably 
expect Arom them ? and have I given due encoungsment to meri* 
torious conduct? 

127. (If a servant,') Have I been obedient, faithfb], and respectful, 
to my employer ; considering the time for which I am paid as hisb 
and improving it accordingly, and taking care of his property? have 
I acted with the same integrity and diligence in his absence as in 
his presence, regarding his known wishes as well as his express com- 
mands? have I abstained from divulging what I knew confidentially, 
and have I conducted myself in all things as I would myself approve^ 
were I in my employer's place, and ho in mine? 

128. Have I been careful to ** render unto God the things that are 
God's" by heartfelt gratitude for all his mercies, temporal and spiri- 
tual, such as my life, my health, my senses, my friends, my comforts 
and enjoyments, my liberty and rationality, my good affactions, his 
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Word, his Spirit, and the blened troths of the New Jenualem dia* 
pensation? and am I sincerely dfiairons that my gratitude may be 
evinced in my zeal for his service^ and devotedneas to his will ? and 
have I well considered, that while poesessing so great mercies, I 
oaght to *' rejoice in the Lord alway,** and cultivate cheerftilness as 
a great religious duty, and shun the contrary as a sin? 

129. Do I regard myself only as the steward of all I possess, as 

my time, my talents, and my property, with which I am entrusted 
by the Lord, and for the use of which, agreeably to the instructions 
of his Word, I must give account in the spiritual world? do I, there> 
fore, in alll do, consider what is most pleasing to Him, and most fw 
the interests of his kingdom, individual, and general ? do I endeavour 
to distribute and employ my time wisely? do I exercise my talaiti^ 
mental and bodily, with due diligence? and do I regulate my ex- 
penditure so as not to suffer the gratification of self to predominate 
over the love of use* and the calls of duty? 

130. Do I regard others as debtors to me» to promote my interest or 
satisfaction, as if I had a right to their servioes, and feel offended if 
they neglect to serve me^ and particularly if they prefer their own 
interest or satisfaction to mine, or oppose my wishes? or do I, as I 
ought, regard nufself as dthtor to ail, on the Lord's account, to apply 
all my powers, agreeably to his instructions, to promote their happi- 
ness and good? 

131. Have I, in my thoughts, dwelt with self-complacency upon my 
good works or my useful acts of duty; thinking of them, (umy oum, 
and not dismissing such thoughts with an humble ascription of ail 
the glory to the one and only Fountain of good; forgetting the 
liOid's injunction, ** Let not thy left hand know what thy right band 
doeth?" 

132. Do I rob the Lord of his glory by applying and attributing 
to self any of those thingB, and faculties, which I possess and derive 
from Him alone? 



133. If I have not deliberately and knowingly borne false witness 
against my neighbour, have I done so through eareUstneth by numi- 
festing a too ready attention to imports to his prqudioe, a fondness to 
appear possessed of exclusive information^ ox s^ VnA^ens^ ^A\y)JgAl£^:V^ 
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138. Hato I wptkm the tmtb at a0 Umes; or lunre I firom tmj 
tnfal motire tued usj kind of mental reaerratioo, ao as to be fimfy 
chargeable with doplicitj? or hare I finom a foodneaa ftr di^Uj, « 
Arom an ezceeihre loquadtj, been betrayed into en^ gg m uli om, or 
ghring ayo^ie oo/our to thingB or events? 

139. Hare I misled othersy from a desire to deesiTc^ by leaving 
them to think more highlj of mj intentiona» yiitnes, infimution, 
learning or capabilities of any kind, than- was oonaisrent with a jnst 
Judgment respecting me; or have I made a show of piety or chttity 
to be seen of men^ in any manner or degree? 

140. Have I di^eued above my condition, or nm into unwarrant- 
able expenses, in order to farther some deception which I desired to 
practise upon the mind of any one, for some selfish end? 

141. Hare I nied JlaUeiy, or have I led, or left persons to think 
that they possessed a greater degree of my respect than they had a 
rignt to, to farther some selfish purpose, or to ensnare their afifectionib 
M insure their servicer ? 
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142. Hare I discouraged flattery, particnlarlj when offered to 
mywif, and shewn a becoming displeasure at fawning and hypocritical 
behaviour? 

143. Have I done all In my power to discourage a propensity in 
others to seek or to repeat injurious, and particularly slanderous 
•tales, by pointing out the mischief and impropriety of such conduct? 

144. Have I practised any equivocation, or deception, which I 
have vainly and falsely endeavoured to justify, on the ground of its 
being intended to further some supposed good end? 

145. Have I carried two faces, or left others to form mistaken con- 
clusions from my remarks, in order to further some sinister and selfish 
«nd, thus being to the same extent guilty of insincerity, artftdness, 
and duplicity? 

146. Have I borne false witness agaUut my oumsoui, by allowing 
my understanding to meditate and invent false motives for my 
wrongdoing; by imputing to myself good motives when I was really 
actuated by evil ones; or by justifying, or seeking to justify, conduct 
which is certainly inconsistent with my duty to the Lord and my 
neighbour? or have I been willing to persuade myself that I am 
better than I really am, by confessing generatty that I am a sinner, 
but at the same time shutting my eyes to ihoBe particular tku with 
which I am justly chargeable in the Lord's sight ; or have I prac- 
tised this deception on myself, by accounting too much of the ex- 
ternals of religion and the doctrinals of faith, while I am not suffici- 
ently in earnest for the attainment of real spiritual goodness by 
purification from evil? 

147. Have I virtually borne false witness ag^nst the piety or 
charity of the church, and given occasion for triumph to its enemies^ 
by any conduct on my part inconsistent with that piety and charity 
which the church inculcates and requires of its members, therein 
al80» misleading the judgment of the well-disposed to entertain • 
mean opinion of our religious faith? 

148. Have I borne false witness against the good or truth of the 
ehurch, by endeavouring to make good appear evil, or evil, good; or 
to make truth appear falsehood, or falsehood, truth ; either through 
the prevalence of self-will or passion^ oc tram. ^^^^iwsctXft ^m&ogxm^ 
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shield any evil with wliieh I have been chargeable, from ooiidaB» 
tioD or rebohel 



149. If I have ontwardly abstained from evils, have I been eqoaHy 
watchfril against them in my thoughttf thus checking evil in ib 
beffwrniings, and manifesting that my obedience is practised to pleiiB 
God, and not to be seen of men? 

160. Since the state of the affections may be known by observing 
the state of the thoagfata originating from them, when the mind 
foels itself in freedom ; — ^To what ends or objects, heavenly or earthly, 
good or evil, kind or condemnatory, generous or selfish, do my 
thooghts spontaneously torn, when left to themselves? 

151. Have I been uHUchful, lest I shoald be surprised and ove^ 
come by my corrupt natural inclinations, arising from that inordi- 
nate love of self and the world into which I was bom ; and have 1 
been equally diligent and sealous in abstaining from the indnlgeoee 
of them when none of my fellow creatures were present, as whes 
their presence naturally deterred me from doing what was unbe- 
coming? 

152. Have I united inward prayer^ and looking to the Lord with 
watchfulness, aocordmg to the Lord's iiyunctiont ^ Watch and pnyt 
that ye enter not into temptation?** 

158. Have I been contented with my station, and satisfied with 
its share of comfort and enjoyment; or have I coveted more 
wealth, honour, or pleasure, or a higher rank in society than 
I possess? have I been thankful for all things, knowing that they 
are such as are, under Providence, most suitable for the furtherance 
and accomplishment of the great end of my being? 

154. Have I been led, in order to gratify an inordinate desire 
for worldly riches or advantages, to immerse myself in business so 
as to render me tmfit or unwilliug, to seek the kingdom of the Lord 
in my soul, and his righteousness, in the^rfl place? 

155. Have I been intemperate in eating and drinking ; regarding 
the gratification of the senses in respect to the pUatu/rt^ rather than 
the tise thereof, which is the health of my body, in order that it may 
be the fit instrument of my soul? or have 1 endeavoured to render 
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the inferior appetites duly sabordioate and instramental to spiritual 
ends and uses? 

156. Have I indalged vicious dispositions in myself by witnessing 
with complacency their activity in others» even although I did not 
openly or directly give them my countenance ; and have I been care* 
iol to avoid the contagion of sensual and idle company ? 

157. Have I desired the pleasure of (innocent) convivial meetings 
from a regard to the legitimate culture of the social affections o^/ied 
to spiritual charity, and which are then brought into joyous and in- 
nocent activity ; or have I desired them from a love of revelry, and 
to gratify the blind demands ci sensual loves, under the cover of hos- 
pitality and social feeling? 

178. Have I been mindful that all evil thoughts are injected from 
heU, and that to cherish them is to enter into consociation with evil 
spirits; and that to intend to carry them into act when opportunity 
serves, is to bring condemnation on myself, as if I had actually com- 
mitted the sin I meditate, agreeably to the Lord's words, that 
** Whoso looketh upon a woman to lost after her hath already com- 
mitted adultery with her in his heart?** 

159. Do I habitually consider the con8e^[uenc€8 of all the acts I 
meditate, whether they are hurtful to any one, and whether they are 
consistent with the Word, and with propriety ? 

160. Which have I considered, or do I consider, in the.^r«< place, 
-—my indination for enjoyment; or, my duty? and have I, on any 
occasion that I can remember, preferred my own gratification to my 
duty? 

161. Have I endeavoured uniformly to detect and mortify every 
lust and suggestion of self-love and the love of the world ; knowing 
that they are opposed to, and destructive of, the love of the Lord 
and my neighbour; thus, that they are destructive of the goods 
and truths of the church, and of the Lord's kingdom within me ? 

162. Have I done to other, in every case, or do I most sincerely 
and earnestly desire to do to others, mthotU exception^ and at 
aU times, whatsoever I would that they should do unto me?* 

* For an explanation of the right application of the CMden RuHb^ see an 
article on that subject in Mr. Arboain'a DiitertaiionM on tltft Bjeq^meroXftl^^^ 
edited by the author of this volume. 



303 HXAJ>8 OF 8ELF-SXAMIKATI0K» 

163. Can I recollect that I have neglected any proper opportunity 
of promoting my neighbonr's temporal or apiritual weI£u«F 

164» Do I feel onfeigpied joy in the tem^ral and spiritual pros- 
perity of others; thus evidencing that I would rather add to the 
means of their enjoyment than diminish them, and that I am free 
firom that covetoasness which can never find an entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven ? 

165. Do I bear in mind the important truth, that all men are 
ruled by angels and spirits from the Lord; and that all evil thoughts 
flow in from hell; and all good thoughts from heaven ; rejecting the 
former, and cherishing only the latter? 



[After self-examination Is concluded, prajrer should be most 
earnestly and seriously offered to the Lord, that he will inspire the 
spirit of true repentance on accotmt o f those evils and sins which 
have been detected ; accompanied with thankful acknowledgment to 
him for vouchsafing inclination and ability to detect them ; also be- 
seeching him that he will enable us to be more watchfhl and faithful 
for the time to come; and that, through his infinite mercy, and by 
means of our amendment, faith, and obedience^ he will pardon our 
sins, and save us from them, by removing the evil principles from 
our hearts in which they originated, and regenerate us finally into 
his own perfect image and likeness, by giving us to receive his own 
love and wisdom into our hearts and understandings.— If desired, 
Prayer LXIX. will also be found suitable for reading on such 
occasions.3 
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HINTS 

IK AID OF 

THE PERCEFnON OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE 

OF THE WORD. 



Therb are ftw things which appear more aelf-evidently troe^ than 
that a revelation firom God must ever exist in the world ; and| indeed^ 
BO intimately is the fact of the existence of God connected with the 
fact of a revelation fh>m Him, that to suppose the one, implies the 
other; and to donht the one, is to donht the other. The existence of 
the fountain supposes the existence of the stream. To suppose the 
existence of a Gkd and no revelation from Him, is to suppose the ex* 
btence of a God unjust or unwise. 

Assuming the existence of a Creator, we must assume that He ia 
infinitely good and wise, as being the source of all finite goodness 
and wisdom ; we must assume, consequently, that Gk>d designed his 
creature, man, to be happy, by becoming like Himself, good aod wise^ 
and therefore happy. And contemplating the fact that man, by 
creation, is a free-agent, inasmuch as his own consciousness assures 
him that his acting with or against God depends altogether on his 
own determination, there appears an absolute necessity that God 
should so reveal Himself as to engage man's co-operation, by dO' 
daring what he must think, and what he must do, in order to realize 
his Creator's beneficent design. How is it possible for this free* 
agent, man, to become what he must have been designed to become, 
except his Creator should tell him what he must choose, and what 
he must avoid, in order to the accomplishment of that design? No 
man can imagine himself as filling the character of a Creator with* 
out concluding, that the act of creating man as surely involves a 
subsequent revelation to him ; as the act of hiring a servant pre- 
supposes a subsequent direction to him, how to serve« Hkc^s^ *'^cs» 
existence of a revelation becomes a Be\£-«N\!i«ixX» \%fi.Vk^xD:^V3 ^^^ 
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indiyidual man (with all reyerence) snpposincf himself tor a tnooeDt 
to stand in the place of the Creator. 

Aasoming, then, the existence of a revelatioa tomewkeret u n 
undeniable fact, where can a revelation be foand which presefiti 
goodness and wisdom so attractiyely as we find in the Bible ? But, 
say the sceptics, we entertain such and such objections to Um 
Bible being received as a revelation firom God. All these objeo* 
tions, however, are entirely dissipated by the stupendous spiritual 
miracle wrought for the New Church, by the discovery of the dirine 
sdeoce of correspondences, which gives to those who are teachable 
rationally and conclusively to perceive, that there exists an intenal 
sense in the Sacred Word, full of the wisdom of love, and standing in 
relation to the literal sense, of the jewel to its casket. 

We now proceed, in the first plaoe^ in furtheranoe of our attempt to 
offer a few hints in aid of the peroepUoa of this apuritual sense, to 
make a few general observations. 

The Holy Word is not only designed to convey to ns certaia 
rules of conduct, illustrated by examples of the respective conse- 
quences of well or ill-doing; it is not only intended to reveal to ni 
a heaven and a hell, and by the credible record of minudes» and tbs 
evidence arising fh)m the fulfilment of prophecy, to mAni fa it |]m 
true God to his creatures, and, at the same time, to prove that the 
Word ** has God for its author;*' but it is designed and constructed 
to convey to mankind even stiU greater and more exalted blessings 
than these. The Lord's Word is so framed as to be the medium of 
man's holding interior communication with the angels of heaven, 
and also with the Lord of heaven, while its sacred contents are read 
with devotion, with humility, and with a sincere desire to perform 
the whole will of God as therein revealed, and presented for the ac- 
ceptance of his creatures. This communication with heaven and the 
Lord is effected by means of its spiritual or internal sense. It is 
effected, however, only obscurely and partially while the naturet And 
particularly while the existence of that sense is unknown ; but with 
clearness and in fulness, in proportion as that sense is known, de- 
lighted in, perceived, and understood. While man is reading the 
Uteral sense devoutly, the attendant angels perceive the spiritual 
sense, and are affected by it; and their heavenly perceptions and 
afifoctions are communicated to the reader in an inward consdoosness 
of holy light and peace, calculated to strengthen, encourage, and urge 
him fyrward in that good path ol i\g,ViXAou8n«ea \i\usk vlaoa «ia lead 
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life eterna]. All devout readers of the Word, however ignorant 
the existence of its internal senses have borne testimony to the 
miliar inflaence npon their minds while reading the inspired volune, 
an influence not foond to accompany the pemsal of any other book 
latever. Bat it is fbr the happy snbjects of jthe Kew Jerosalem 
ipensation to know experimentally, and firom that experience to 
tify, how mnch the power and sweetness of the angelic inflaence 
It accompanies the devoat reading of the Word, is exalted and 
areased, in proportion to their knowledge and love of the spiritnal 
ise; for in the same proportion they not only possess a general 
nmonion of feeling with the angels present witii them, bat also an 
inity of thought and perception; and it is a known thing, that 
3 ddight of friendly communication in this world depends on oon- 
aiality of thought, and very much diminishes in intensity and 
ness, where fUendship is nothing more than a reciprocity of good 
shes. 

While man is not in the knowledge or acknowledgment of the 
«mal sense, he is content, while reading the Word, with the per- 
)tions that arise from the literal sense, or the instruction which he 
1 thence derive; and he passes over, as too mysterious for him, 
d, therefore, as void of interest, such parts as he cannot understand 
connect with his own immortal well-beiog. When, therefore, he 
ds any thing too hard for him, it gives him no concern ; he possibly 
inks, like Luther of old, that the Author of the Word, by means of 
difficulties, is putting his faith to the proof; and this sentiment, 
ited with the generally-received idea that the Christian system 
itself an unfathomable mystery, and strengthened by the natural 
lifference of the unrenewed understanding to religious truth as a 
ng in itseff supremefy exceUeiU and deUghtfkd, leads him to read a 
■ge portion of the Word almost without an efibrt towards the 
DlStable understanding of it 

But so soon as an individual knows and acknowledges, by his re- 
;>tion of the heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, that a spiri- 
ftl sense exists in every part of the Word, rendering every verse 
e vehicle of light and life to the soul, — a pre-eminently blessed 
sans of informing the understanding and purifying the heart, — he 
a no longer be satisfied with his former desultory mode of reading 
e inspired volume. And whenever his limited knowledge of the 
Iritual sense leaves him without a perception of the interiot cfio.-' 
Its of any portion of sacred history, ptov'^ocyt « tmoi^SSw^V^^w^ 
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like a weary and thinty trayeUery who arrirea at a mndi-dMini 
well of watflc^ bat, alas! he finds a atone upon the mootii of it, 
and which ha ie iinable» bj his ownnnaieisted eflbrta^ to remova 

To aaeist the early receiver of the Lord at his Second Advent^ m 
preparing himself fbr the dtrine presence in his aonl bj means of tbe 
''power and great gloty ** of the interien of his Word, is the otigeetflf 
the foUowing hints. Perhapa every new receiver, of the doctnaa 
expects, without much eflfort» to oome into imaaediate poesesrioatf 
the delightfbl and inestimable capability of perceiving the qsiitaal 
sense while reading the Word. He imagines that the aoienee of tin 
correspondence between tlungs natural and spiritnal maj be lasmi 
as we are accustomed to learn a new langnage^ by the help cfa 
dictionary, not behig aware^ that the tme spiritnal sense can no 
more be learned firom a dkstionaiy of correspondences^ than the tn» 
interpretation of the literal sense of the Word can be detemuDed 
from a common English dicticmary. It is not always seen that tin 
interpretation of both senses not <mly requires propw materials^ bat i 
matured and oilightened judgment to make use of them.* 

In his expectation of an easy introduction to the knowledge of Um 
spiritual sense of the Word, the novitiate^ however* soon finds hinueif 
mistaken; and perceives that he must be content to bear disappoint- 
ment, at least for a time. He is already acquainted with the mean- 
ing of the terms contained in the literal sense of the Word, and he 
desires to become equally so with the corresponding spiritual ideas; 
but then he has to learn, by a fuller acquaintance with the (fmerd 
doctrines of the Church, the exact meaning of the t&rmt by ^Hiicfa 
spiritual ideas are expressed; he has to learn doetrinattjf the things 
or principles constituent of the mind itself in its respective states of 
natural disorder, and spiritual order; and, what is still more indis- 
pensable to a dear view of the subject, he has to become expert' 
mentally acquainted with these things, by being able to trace them 
in hie own soul, and to see the very ihinge in himself of which the in- 
ternal sense treats, that is, the things pertaining to man's rogenera- 
tion, and which are consciously developed during the soocesaive 
states of that divine process. Without such a preparation as this, 
the terme used by E. S. in connection with man*8 mental and morsl 
constitution, will be used by his disciples with either little or no 

* Not^thstanding this remark, **I>lctionariee of oonqpflpondenoeB " may 
ffreatly aid the stady of the tpiritaal sense, at the same time that tbey server 
Xosome dc^iree^ the purpose oC an \dA«l to ^A'«ii&fiaiP^^'&«%% 
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meaning, or else « wrong one; and ahonld Bocfa an unprepared per- 
son undertake to expound pabUdy the apiritnal senee^ he will fill the 
character of a prater, rather than a preacher, by talking of matters 
of which he has really no right understanding. 

We repeat then, and with much earnestness, that no one can under- 
stand the spiritual sense until he has attained a correct general know- 
ledge of the subject of rogeneration, and of the particulars involved in a 
just doctriiuU view of it; nor can he understand that su1:gect in any 
degree of fubiesa or reoftty, until, and so fiur as, those particulars are 
aelnally revealed in his own inward personal experience. What ad- 
equate idea, for instance, can a mertfy naiitnU man attach to the ex- 
presssion, ^'the love of God aboye all •things?*' He may use the 
words, indeed, and add wme idea to them from such things as exist 
in his own mind ; bat what are those things? An apostle says they 
^are enmity against God I" and therefore they cannot lead him to 
fbrm any proper idea of love^ but only an idea of a telfah love ; nor any 
idea of God, except as being such an <me as himself, but more power- 
All. This extreme case may shew how gradually the member of a 
spiritual church must be introduced to the interior knowledges of 
cUvine truth. It is in vain to look into a dictionary to see what the 
cUve, the vine, and the Jig»tre$t correspond to, and to learn that they 
correspond to cekttial, tpwituali and naiitnU goad, unless it be known 
what is the nature and quality of those several degrees of good re- 
spectively. The regeneraUng member of the church will, however, 
almost insensibly be advandng in the knowledge of the spiritual 
sense by the reading of the writings^ and the introspection and ob- 
servation of his own mental states^ so that, bg degrees, it will become 
natural and habitual to him, during the reading of the Word, to 
perceive with more or less illustration, edification, and delight, the 
contents and series of the internal sense. 

The Word of the Old Testament, according to the New Church 
canon, regarded as to its letter or literal sense, contains allegorical 
narrative up to the end of the 11th chapter of Genesis; afterwards 
the history of the Israelitish and Jewish nation from their progenitor 
Abraham, and of the church instituted amongst them ; and then 
ibUow the books of prophecy connected with and relating to them ; 
the whole interspersed with divine doctrinal and preceptive instruc- 
tion. The book of Psalms is a peculiar and mixed kind of composi- 
tion; combining at once histoiy, prophecy, doctrine, pre(M,^tk «sA 
devout exercises of prayer and praiss* T^* "S^w T«BX*sc«o^-k vtf»«^ 



308 HIHTS IN AID OF THE PEBOBPTION OF 

ing to tbe same canon, (which embraces those books only wbkli 
have an internal sense, not, however, derogating fWnn the worticf 
those which are not included in this class,) contains the lour Goipdsor 
histories of onr Lord and Saviour's actions and diaoonrses, when h 
the world ; and the Apocalypse or Revelation of John, which, ex- 
cepting occasional ascriptions to God, and passages expressing «r lo* 
volving doctrines or precepts, has no intelligible literal sense, nor 
can it be known from that sense to what human ooconrenoes it re- 
lates, or whether it relates to them at all. 

In every part of these sacred books a Sf^toal sense is contained, 
the perception and love of which is the greatest blessing attainable 
in this life; it is the truest antidote to the pains of teroptatioi 
and trial, and through its influence on man's purification and n* 
generation, it is the truest source of the purest happiness; beetase 
that happiness, to which the spiritual and regenerate Christian tho 
instructed into the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has sdmi»- 
sion, is a near approach to the happiness of heaven itsel£ 

We now proceed to offer a statement of the spiritual sense of the 
several general portiom of the Word, in order that the novitiate wmj 
know how to order his thoughts while reading or hearing the latter, 
so as, in some measure, to bring them into a parallel direction ani 
agreement with the series of the spiritual or internal sense contained 
within it. And first, in regard to the history of the Jewish natioB 
and church ; its faithfulness at some periods^ and its disobedience 
at others; and tbe blessings which followed the ibrmer, and the 
calamities that succeeded the latter: — We must premise, however, 
that the Word consists of three degrees, called the celestial or 
supreme sense ; tbe spiritual sense, and which also in a certain pobt 
of view, is called the proximate spiritual sense; «id the natural or 
literal sense, or the sense of the letter.* We observe^ then, that 

First: The celestial or supreme sense relates to the glorificatioB 
of the Lord*s Humanity, which he effected when in the world. 

Secondly : The spiritual sense relates to the rsgeneratioii of man, and 
of consequence speaks of both his regenerate and nnregeoerate 
principles; and the proximate spiritual sense relates to the church, 
both in a genuine and perverted state, as consisting, on the one 
hand, of those regenerate persons who, in the aggregate, form and 
* See Arcana (kOettia, 4279, 4690, and 6653; and Apocaigpte Explained, 
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constitate the genuine chnrch; and, on the other, of those folse 
professors of the church who are devoid of the true spiritnal and 
heavenly character, and make up the fallen or perverted chnrch. 
Thus the tpiritual sense relates both to the chnrch generally and 
individually, each member of a church being a chnrch in its least 
form. 

Thirdly : The nahiral sense, which also involves the moral sense ; but 
this sense has been already sufficiently described. 

If, in reading the Word, it be attempted to embrace the perception 
of the w?iole of the wUemal sense, including both the celestial and 
spiritual senses, as they respectively relate to the Lord, to the in- 
dividual member of the church, and to the church generally, notwith- 
etanding the harmonious connexion of the whole, owing to too much 
being attempted, but little will be realized. The endeavour to fix 
the mental eye upon several objects at the same time with equalfy 
close attention, will only render the intellectual vision obscure and 
confused. We say the constituents of the internal sense are most 
harmonious with each other, because the Lord regenerates man by a 
similar process to that by which he glorified his own Humanity; but 
nevertheless, the celestial sense, which describes the latter divine 
process, contains more deep and exalted secrets of wisdom than the 
spiritual sense which describes the former process, because the Lord's 
glorification issued in a more stupendous result ; for the Lord's Hu- 
manity, by glorification, became divine ; but the mind of man, how- 
ever highly regenerated, is still that of a Jinite creature. As the 
Father hath life in himself, so was it given to the Son to have life in 
himself. All that can be discerned of the celestial sense on earthy is 
the perception of the parallel between the Lord's glorification and 
man's regeneration ; but the peculiar glories of the former process, 
which mark the distinction of the celestial sense above the spiritual, 
are unveiled only to the inhabitants of the celestial or highest heaven. 
One reason, then, why we should not dwell principally upon the 
celestial sense is its transcendent nature; another is, that it is pos- 
sible for the mind to dwell so curiotuly on the Lord's glorification as 
to forget to pay due attention to its own regeneration. It is to the 
spiritual sense therefore, that our more exclusive attention will be 
most profitably directed, because it comes down to the level of per- 
sonal experience. But here the mind will be liable to be somawhA^t 
confused unless it be directed, through ihe Yr\io\« ««d<^% ^1 >^^ ^v%N»t^ 
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either to the spiritnal tense, (which, for the sake of disUactunwie 
will call the pttrely spiritnal sense,) as applicable to the indkndiialt oi 
else to the proximate sense, as relating to the church getteroBg. Thi 
two cannot be beneficially contemplated at onee* Nor should tin 
thought be suffered to vibrate between, or wander finona, the one ^ 
the other, for then the clear perception of the sertes will be into^ 
mpted. Now in making our election between the two modet, i« 
should regard principally personal utility or improvement TIN 
proximate sense is the more easily perceived of the two^ because it 
the least abstract ; it presents classes of peraone to the thoogfat, 
whose quality is outwardly manifested in thdr foorda and dMdb; 
while the purely spiritnal sense enters into the constitntionofthe 
minditieff, and contemplates the two opposite classes of regeDsnls 
and unregenerate prvndplet; and has to do with thoughts and afce- 
tions. This latter sense is, however, the most likely to promote edifi- 
cation, even although less of it be perceived than of the former. For 
while we are classifying or weighing the merits or demerits of 
churcheSf we are apt to be looking out q/* ourselves; and while think* 
ing of others, we are liable to forget our own personal interest ss it 
stands in connexion with theirs, and is necessarily involved in it 
^Nevertheless, there are parts of the Word which so very prominentia 
treat of churches generally, that our more particular attentiom in 
such cases, appears to have been intended to be drawn to the prod' 
mate sense. 

As these hints are intended for novitiate readers, I shall say no 
more of the celestial sense; it is, perhaps, enough for the present 
incipient state of the church to know that it exiate. It becomes the 
New Church disciples of the present early age of the Church, to take 
the lowest seat, and not exercise themselves in things which are too 
high for them ; and especially to take heed lest by immature ex- 
planations, detriment should be done to the truth, by exciting sn 
unfavourable judgment in the hearer. It is not meant, however, to 
discourage aU endeavours to perceive the peculiar splendour of the 
subject of the Lord's glorification, as it is treated of in the celestiil 
sense, but only not to recommend the general or continual directioa 
of the mind to that, to mortals, too dazzling object. There are aom 
chapters, however, in both Testaments, in which the celestial sense 
is brought down very manifestly into the letter, and then it is no 
doubt intended to attract and engage our especial attention; but even 
then the natural CUristiau will think naturally, and the q>iritoaI 
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Christian, q^iritoally, of what ia said conoerniog the Lord's work of 
redemption and glorification ; and, perhaps, no one^ while in the body, 
will be able to form purely celestial oonoeptiotis of such exalted 
aabjects. 

A word or two in relation to the pwrdy si^ritaai and proxitnaie 
spiritoal senses reqwctiTely. The former is of nniversal and per- 
petual application, the latter comparatively local and temporary. The 
rise and fall of a dliwx^h is applicable to some chnrch in some parti- 
eolar age preceding the New Jemsalem chmfch ; for no universal hUl 
of a church is predicted in the Word, as liable to take places subset 
quent to the establishment of that new kingdom, which, it is posi- 
^vely dedared, shall endure for ever. If the time should arrive, in 
the course of the endless future, (which the writer believes wHl come,) 
that ALL the inhabitants of the world will be righteous in all thehr 
Mngst they will, coin|Mxra<tveJy, be little concerned about theproxi' 
mate sense, whidi will then refer to events long passed by, — valuable^ 
indeed, as the record of divine mercies and operations in the times of 
old I — ^bnt thepur^ sphritnal sense will dii^y fix their regard, be* 
cause it will equally apply to them as individuals, as it now applies 
to us, since regeneration, as it was necessary in order to render man 
qiiritnal who was first natural even before the fall, will be necessary 
to be experienced by man to eternity, however hereditary evil may 
be broken down or tempered by hereditary good (which good how- 
ever is not a saving'good, because it is merely natural and not spiri- 
tual in its origin) after myriads of ages of universal holiness of life. 
We now return to the spiritual meaning of the Jewish history* 
The Jewish Church was not an internal or spiritual church, but 
only an external one, whose ceremonial worship was representative 
of q;>iritual worship; whose moral obedience was but the shell or 
shadow of spiritual righteousness; and the record of whose acts and 
states is adapted, by the wisdom of the Author of the Word, to re- 
present changes and successions of state in fiitnre churches under the 
Gospel dispensation, and in individual members in all ages, together 
with the laws by which they respectively take place. All the his- 
tory is a record of their deeds, good or ill, and the consequences 
thereof in their prosperity or adversity. But in order to exemplify 
the nature of the proxhnate and purely spiritual senses respectively,- 
(it wiU be recollected that these two senses, although: capable of being 
distinctly viewed, are so far similar, as to form but one general sense 
called the sptritoot sense;) letustakeacaaAfraaL^^DA^^s<«^sQi^^(^»^ 
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torof JDfthiia,ii^g as much braritjaspoMible. This ch^itar i«- 
latM the defeat of the lanelitfls at Ai, iHiidi took place in ooimb> 
quence of the an of Achan, who secreted for himaelf a portion cf tbe 
spoils of Jericho which had been omsecrated to the Lord, and urn 
pronounced to be accursed to any one who ahoold appropriate than 
to himself. The sin of Achan was regarded as that of the whole 
people, who were yisited with a fearful retribntkni aooordingly. Hen 
the proximate sense teaches, that when a new chnrch is raised up by 
the Lord, it should leave the profimed and perverted tmthi^ md 
adulterated goods, of the former church, to the Lord's disposal, who 
will bring forth the genuine truth and good, which was originsUy 
the ground of them, for the use of the New Qinreh; bat when a new 
church takes to itself, for selfish and worldly parposes^ and mixes 
with its own holy things, the unholy things of the former church, it 
loses all its power against the eyils and fidses which are injected from 
hell, and iu further progress and extension is impeded* Bat the 
pure^f spiritual sense (being, in substance^ the same as is peroehrad 
in heaven, wherein no idea of aekuU evil can be p r ese nt, because it 
would clash with angelic purity and bliss), does not advert to aetmi 
profanation of goodness and truth by the conduct jnst described, but 
only describes a state of temptatum to pro&ne holy things, attsnded 
with a perception of what would be the consequences were the tempt- 
ation to succeed in man*s fall ; thus the purely spiritaal sense leadi 
to the inward contemplation of the principle nptesented by Achsn't 
conduct, its quality and the necessity of jMctifying it, lest that should 
happen to us through its influenos^diich is represented by the defest 
of the Israelites before Ai. 

The sinful acts of the Jews, together ?rith their punishment, then, 
represent the degenerate views and doctrines which occasion the di»- 
cleruion of churches from a spuritual to a natural state; and* at 
the same time, they represent the tempUUioii qfan iMvidmal who is 
undergoing regenercUion, by the excitement in him of those very 
evils by the ruling prevalence of which churches are brought to 
ruin. Thus it may be seen, that there is the closest analogy or 
similitude between the two ideas which mark the two 8enses,---the 
proximate, and the purely spiritual The one idea Is that of a 
specific evil considered in the abstract as in the, as yet, unregenerate 
part of the mind, and in a state of excitement during temptation; 
and the other idea is that of the character of an individual, or of a 
body of individuals, under the influence and dominion of that evUi 
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and. Indeed, mcli individaab are, essentially considered, that evil 
personified This analogy appears farther when it is considered, 
that to hie oufn cofuctbiwfieM, an indiyidnal onder temptation 
appears to himself to be no(Ain$r but that evil by whieh he is tempted, 
all his better principles being driven inward beyond the sphere of 
his consdonsness, or clouded over by the presence of the agents of 
the temptation. When such historical circnmstances as those jnst 
allnded to are mentioned, the reader should direct his thoughts, 
either to the church in a state of desolation, or to the external or 
earthly part of the mind, or of his own mind, as to those principles 
therein not as yet regenerated. He will ahready have learned, it is 
presumed, that while man is regenerating, the external man is like 
a country, part of which is highly cultivated, while other parts 
are still in a wilderness state, but destined for cultivation in due 
time. 

When the conquests, riches, and glory, of the Jewish nation are 
described, and other effects of the divine blessing upon it on account 
of its fidelity, the thoughts should be directed to a flourishing 
spiritual church, or to that part of the external man which is re- 
generated, and which is in the enjoyment of a state of rest and 
peace, a state of refireshment from the presence of the Lord after 
spiritual victory, or owing to the absence of temptation, and which 
is enriched with the spiritual riches of goodness and truth, originat- 
ing in love and wisdom. 

These distinctions will, in like manner, be applicable to prophecies, 
according as they denounce vengeance on the disobedient Jews, or 
predict mercies, as the consequence of a returning, repentant, and 
obedient state. 

We next notice the history of the nations surrounding the land of 
Canaan, so far as it is connected with that of the Israelites, by 
their conquering or being conquered by them; or by their being 
in alliance with them, or in a state of hostility to them, active or 
passive. 

As the Israelites, in a state of obedience, represent the true church, 
the surrounding heathen nations, with their particular idols and 
idolatrous toorship, denote the latent or active enmity of specific evils 
or falses against goods or truths; and also the hatred of the hells, 
under the rule of such evils and fiJses respectively, against those 
who are principled in the opposite goods and truths. When In ac- 
tive warfare any one of those nations, or mv«c«1 ^ ^^sgdl^^vSL^k^ ^s& 
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conquer the Isndites, then is represented in the proximaie spiritoal 
sense, the spreading or preralenoe of some evil or evils desdsting the 
once spiritoal charch* and to which evil or evils those nations re* 
spectively correspond ; bat when those natioiui are oonqoered, em 
when they are treated with cmeltj, then is Tepresented the exten- 
sion of the church hy the subjection or destmction of the speetfie 
evils or fklses which they signify. When any nation is spoicen of 
as quiet and friendly towards the Jews, and particularly if tributary 
to them, then is represented tliat the principle denoted by it is sob- 
mitted to the spiritual principle to which it was before naturtDy 
opposed. Foreign proselytes or sojourners have a similar signiftct- 
tion. When the Jews are represented as seeking the alliance of snj 
heathen nation against their enemies, then is represented the declin- 
ing state of the church, owing to its ceasing firom dependence on the 
Lord, and looking for strength and wisdom to its own teif-derived 
activities, the motive and impulse of whidi is an impure principle of 
self-love; and the particular nature of the follen principle thu 
formed or engendered, is represented by the nation with whieb 
alliance is sought Some of the heathen nations represent prin- 
ciples which, although naturally opposed to the church, may be 
rendered subservient and instrumental to higher principles; other 
nations represent positive and deadly evils, which must be wholly 
rejected. Of the former class is Egypt, Assyria, Syria, Tyre, Edom, 
Moab, Philistia, &c; of the latter, Amalek, Babytouy and the 
various nations destroyed on the entrance of Israel into Canaan. It 
would take more time than is consistent with the object proposed in 
these hints, to enter upon the sulgect of the qviritoal meaning or re- 
presentation of the several idolatrous nations spedflcally. 

Such, I apprehend, must be the dhrectioB of the thought, in order 
to follow the series of the proximaie spiritual sense in reading that 
part of the Old Testament history which we have had under remariL 
The perception of the purelgf spiritual sense will be attained by 
looking inward to the principUt respectively represented by the tribes 
of Israel and the surrounding nations; (according to the degree of 
information previously obtained of their general or specific meaning;) 
the arrangement and connection of them in the mind being exactly 
represented by their place in the map of the oountry at that time 
surrounding the land of IsraeL The strife between the spirit and 
the flesh, or the internal and the external man, (as to that portioor 
of the latter remaining unpurified and unsubmitted to the former,} is 
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represented by the Jewish wars. When the nations prevailed over 
the Jews, then is represented the a^ppairei^ prevalence of evil or the 
false, while the regenerating mind is suffering under the bittemsss 
and obscurity of temptation ; and wben the Jews conquered, then 
18 represented spiritual victory over evils and falses, and over evU 
spirits who induce states of temptation.* 

In the book of Psalms, David's eMuniMy against whom he pray% 
should lead us to think of the evils and fidses, the fbes of our own 
household, and of the natural enmity of our unregenerate principles 
to the Lord and the goods and truths of his church. The evil spirits^ 
who, by their sphere, are present in evils and (Uses, are at the same 
time signified. When David bewails his personal calamities and suf* 
ferings, the mind may be turned to the contemplation of states of spiri* 
tual infestation and temptation, and the pains and nses thereof ^ it 
may be recollected that the spiritual David, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
« suffered, being tempted ;** and that the spiritual Christian must 
take up his cross and follow his Master in the same track of inward 
suffering and temptation, in order to arrive at that glorious temple 
above, whither his Lord has gone before^ and has prepared a 
place for hiuL 

When the kingly and priestly offices are adverted to» we should 
think of the Lord's rule and presence in his church, general or 
individual; and by the kingly office, we should understand the 
dominion of his Divine [or spirit of] Truth, and by the priestly, that 
of his Divine Good. When a king of Israel is pious and obedient, 
then is represented the Divine Truth received in the church; but 
when he is wicked, then is denoted the Divine Truth perverted and 
rejected. 

In regard to the Gospels ; the history of the Lord's acts represents 
what he did in and by his Humanity, in order to the glorification 
thereof, and particularly his temptations by, and victories over the 
hells, and the glory of divine righteousness which he thereby ac- 
quired, or wbich his Humanity or external, received from his 
Divinity or internal. At the same time is represented what he will 
do in and for his church, general and individual, during man's 
obedient co-operation with his operation ; and in order to which co- 
operation the precepts of the Gospel are given. Thus, when the 

* On the sattject of tbe spiritaal slgniflcation of the nattons surroftiiding thfl| 
land of Canaan, see Mr. Noble's work, On the Flenarp Intpiration et CAa 
Beriftvmti Sod edition, pace 155. 
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Lerd worked m mirade of healing, it was represented that he 
conquered the hell nnder the role of that e^il which was the cause of, 
and 18 represented by, the disease cured ; and that at the same time he 
eradicated from his hnman nature received from Mary, the tendency 
to that evil which he inherited from her; thus putting off what be 
derived from her, and putting on a corresponding divine principle 
derived from the Father, or Divinity in its place; in like manner as 
man, by regeneration, puts off** the old man,*' and puts en the ** new 
man.** This is the cekfUal sense, so far as we are capable of dis- 
cerning it; but the transcendent wisdom involved in that sense 
indefinitely exceeds eveiy mortal's perception. In the proximate 
spiritual sense is represented the divine operation to remove from 
the New Ghurch, then about to be established, the hereditary evil or 
infirmity denoted by the disease cured, and which prevailed in the 
fidlen church. In the purelp spiritual sense is represented, the 
divine power exerted on behalf of the Lord's faithful follower, while 
under tempiaUon, to deliver him from that evil which corresponds to 
the disease cured.* 

On the Apocalypse I shall say nothing, since the work of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, written by divine direction and illumination, entitled 
•• The Apoca^pie SefftaUd/* will best speak for itself. To that work, 
therefore^ I beg to refer the reader. I also refer him, for the ftdler 
^understanding of the internal sense of the Word, and particularly as 
to the spiritual contents of the books of Genesis and Exodus, to the 
work entitled ** Arcana CcUestia, or Heavenly Mysteries contained in 
the Word of the Lord manifested and laid open." 

* 8<nne persons have found a difBcolty, when considering the spiritoal sense 
of the miracles of healing, firom its being suggested, that, as the Lord healed the 
Sick itMantcmeoittly, and withoat the use of means on their part, there appears 
to be, in the spiritaal sense, a resemblance to the popular doctrine <^ momenta- 
neons salvation i the diffienlty, however, ceases when it is seen, that the in- 
stantaneous oonversion or healing of a man decidedly voicked is not rignifled ( 
but the removal of some hereditary qdritnai infirmity which hindered the com- 
mencement or progress of the work of inward reformation and regeneration in 
the well-disposed and outwardly obedient; and also the healing of a decidedly 
good man, fall of fidth in the Lord, when under the painful sense of the pressure 
of some evil by which he is iordy tempted. And to this may be added the fol- 
lowing consideration, that, as the healing of a bodily disease, even by a miracle, 
does not predude the possibility of its firequent return ; so the man of the church 
has to contend over and over again with the same evil ; for after being healed 
as to one of its particular principles or manifestations^ it breaks out again in 
Mootberotihian. 
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I add an observation on the spiritual sense of natural things or 
sensible objects mentioned in the Word ; and how the spiritual sense 
bears on the spiritual and moral doctrines and precepts set forth in 
the literal sense. 

It cannot here be attempted to offer in detail the specific meaning 
of all natural things ; but only to adrert to the two great divisions 
of them, namely, the visible heavens, or the sun» moon, and stars ; 
and the earth, together with its productions. In the proximate 
spiritual sense, the visible heavens denote the interiors of the church, 
which include the powers of love^ and faith, and the knowledges of 
truth, derived from the activity of the Sun of heaven, or the divine 
proceeding of love and wisdom from the Lord, and conveyed to man 
through the medium of the Word. The visible heavens refer to the 
interiors of the church, because they represent the principles of the 
internal man. The earth represents the exteriors of the church, or 
the perceptions and holy principles of goodness and truth as they are 
manifested in the church ; for the church presents to view the aggre- 
gate manifestations of the pure and heavenly state of the external 
man with its members, when renewed by, and become one with, the 
internal man. In a general sense, or speaking generally, the visible 
heavens represent the angelic heavens, not as to place, but as to the 
principles of goodness and truth which rule there; for these enter 
into by influx, and form the interiors of the church, that is, of its 
members individually and thence collectively ; and the earth denotes 
the church as standing in connexion with the angelic heavens. This 
is the signification of the earth when it is spoken of as yielding its 
uses in obedience to the benign influences of the sun. But when the 
earth is spoken of as a desert, or as under the judicial infliction of 
devastation, or its inhabitants as suffering from pestilence, or famine; 
then is represented that the church is in a state of aversion from the 
divine influences proceeding from the Lord through heaven, which 
alone make it to flourish and to become the ** garden of the Lord." 
According to the purely spiritual sense, the internal man is signified 
by the visible heavens, for it is the abode of the heavenly luminaries 
of love, faith, and the interior knowledges of truth ; the air, or at- 
mosphere, represents the rational mind as formed by the Word, and 
heavenly things derived from the Lord through the intemtd man ; 
and the earth, with all its contents, represents the renewed or re* 
generated voluntary and intellectual regions of the external man, 
(denoted by land and water,) all replenished vitb. %<:3R^ vsx^Nx^iSsAk^ 
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the offB|»riiig of the veceiYed activity of the internal man, (that is, of 
the Lord throogh the mtemal man,) whoee affiBCtions, being thos 
iNTonght down, an loidMred 0(»i8ci0Q8l7 delightfal to their posseesor, 
and by means of that delight the external man yields him food fat 
the anstenance and maintenance of his spiritoal life and energy. Bat 
when the earth is spoken of as being desolate or anfrnitfnl, in the 
pure^f spiritnal sense is denoted the state of the external man as felt 
and perceived by the ngenerating member of the church, during the 
period that his perceptioDS of truth are obscured, and the perceptible 
activity of his good affections, together with his usual sense of hea- 
venly joy, is suspended* by the violence of temptation. 

All things of the earth which are noxious and unpleasiog, repre- 
sent fidses or evils in the visible church, or things or principles in the 
external maOf not aa ffei subdued or regmerated. When the sun is 
mentioned as the cause of pain, — as scorching or smiting, — ^it then 
represents evil love entering from hell, and prevailing in the church ; 
or entering the mind of the regenerating Christian under temptation, 
by influx from evil spirits who assault him. When Jire and toater 
are mentioned as yielding uses, they signify love and truth; but 
when mentioned as the agents of desolation and destruction, they 
signify evil tove and falsdiood. This may shew what is meant by 
the good sense of terms, and their opposite sense, frequently alluded 
to in the expositions of the spiritual sense. 

The parts of the human body, according to their function and use, 
correspond to and signify the several mental functions or faculties of 
the soul or spiritual body. All the natural actions of man also, such 
as eating and drinking, seeing, hearing, tasting, and smelling, sleep- 
ing and waking, working and resting, lying down, sitting, standing, 
walking, and running, are significative of corresponding operations 
of the spirit of man, or states of his mind and life. But space cannot 
here be afforded /or a specific explanation of their meaning. 

In regard to the doctrinal and practical precepts contained in the 
Word, they will be understood by every one according to the state 
of his knowledge and life. The natural or external Christian will 
look at the precepts of faith in and through the cloud of appearances; 
and at the precepts of life chiefly as they refer to the outtoard con- 
duct; but the spiritwU and internal Christian will see the truths of 
£iith in the light of heaven ; and will contemplate the precepts of life 
as they apply to the springs of outward conduct, the voluntary and 
intellectttsl principles of the mind. T^\)A\3da m^t^ interior perception 
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of the latter character will attach a spiritual sense to a doctrinal or 
practical precept, which will be a distinct existence from, and as 
so much additional to, the natural and external perception of the 
former. 

He that would grow in the knowledge of divine and heavenly 
truth; and by the true use of such knowledge attain to heavenly 
purity and peace, must steadfastly bear in mind, and vigorously act 
upon, that consolatory and encouraging declaration of the Lord, 
where he says, ** I am the light of the world: he thatfollotoeih me thaU 
not vfoik in darkness, but soall hayb trb ugbt of ufb.** 
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THE COMPREHENSIVENESS OF CHRISTIAN LOVE 



From the knowledge of the tpiriiual sense of the terms neighbour ^ 
and enemy, when mentioned in the Word, the following instractiye 
conclusions are dedooed, illustrative of the comprehensiveness of 
Christian love. 

The objects of Christian love are persons, and also principles. In 
its personal application. Christian love embraces all mankind, who, 
as the objects of that love, are divisible into two general classes, the 
good and the bad, or, in other words, neighbours and enemies ; for 
by these terms the good and the bad are signified in the spiritual 
sense of the Word. 

But Christian love may be applied exclusively to principles, alto- 
gether abstractedly from persons, and according to this application, 
the term neighbour, in the spiritnal sense, signifies cUl good, and the 
term enemy, signifies all evil Viewed absractedly, these two^ good 
and evil, are the two great objects of Christian love. 

This seeming paradox, that "evil** is an object of Christian loye 
is first to be explained. It is to be observed, that by ** evil' ' is not 
here meant evil in practice, which is called sin, but evil in its a5- 
stract principles f for the practice of evil is to be hated without quali- 
fication, and without reserve. How the principle is to be loved, while 
the practice is to be hated, thus appears. To every principle neces- 
sarily belongs its proper state of consciousness, which is such as its 
quality is. Agreeably to this law, a good principle is a happy prin- 
ciple, and an evil principle is an unhappy principle. There is no 
such thing as a created, or ongvn«\ q^W \idTi<(&^\^\ \^ut every evil 
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principle is an origanilly good principle of the external man in a 
atate of peryenion. In this perverted or ainful state, it may be loved 
with an idolatrona love, which is shewn in a desire to perpetuate its 
perverted state ; or it may be loved with a Christian love, which ia 
ahewn in a desire to change it from an evil and unhappy principle to 
a good and happy one; and this desire is the spiritual sense of the 
precept, " Love your enemies.** Thus it is seen, that the love of a 
prineiplet which is capable of being eoiwerUd from evil and wretched- 
ness to good and happiness, is exactly analogous to the love of a 
person, who is capable of being converted from a state of sin to one 
of holiness: his, therefore, no greater incongruity to love the one 
than to love the other; for how, it may be asked, b the penon to 
become converted except by the conversion of his principlea t To 
hate evil in its practice, or to hate sin, is the same as to hate the 
abiue of a faculty, but this is perfectly consistent with loving the 
faculty, even in its state of abuse, for the sake of the possible use 
which the faculty is eapable of, when corrected, and which possible 
use is goodness. To hate the sin, or the continuance of abuse, ia the 
same act of the mind as to love the goodness which would oome by 
the discontinuance of the abuse or sin. Hence, also» it appears, that 
to love evil in one sense, or to love an enemy, is perfectly oompatible 
with hating evil in another sense, or that sense which is signified by 
David^e hatred qf hie enemiee. And not only are these two senses 
perfectly compatible, bnt both the love and the hatred spring from 
the same principle, namely, CShristian love. This principle hates the 
practice of sin, which is opposed to it ; while it loves and desires the 
conversion of that which sins, because such conversion ia moat agree- 
able to it; it would destrojf the practice, but preterve, by rectifying, 
thei^rtiictjpfe; the practice is to be regarded with unmixed hatred^ 
but the principle with mercy and pity. 

The term charUy, in ita confined, or strict application, denotes love 
i» the neighbour on/jf; consequently love is a more comprehenaive 
term than charity, inasmuch as it includes love to an enemy, aa well 
aa to a neighbour; 

A good man is to be loved aa a neighbour; bnt if he should fidl 
away and become a decidedly bad man. Christian love is not then to 
forsake him ; but it is to chimge its form from charity to mercy ; and 
because charity can no longer love him ae a neighbour, mercy is to 
love him ae an enemy: and he is to be loved as an enemy, because 
all evil involvea more or less of enmity towarda God aoil toaa^^^nv 
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c^rdingly as it Is of a more or leas confirmed, or of a temporary 
character. 

Thus it appears tliat when the object of Christian love dianges 
from a good to a bad man, the Christian, who is ruled by that lore, 
fe so for to change in his love, as to pass from the obligation to love 
him as a ndghbomr, to the obligation to love him as an enemy. The 
Lord's precept ''love thy neighbour" having become inapplicable, the 
precept ** love thine enemy** is to take its {dace. Under the gold* 
ance of the latter precept, the Christian prays for the evil-doer, even 
although he despiteftdly uses him, and persecutes him. 

The subject is next to be viewed more abstractedly. Snppooe a 
good man temporarUy to pass from the dominion of good, and, 
tlirongh infirmity, to come temporar3p under the influence of some 
evil of the sdf hood, such diange, however, not at all indicating a 
radical or total change from good to evil, the case would then come 
under the general law of Christian love in the following mitnner. All 
that is good in a ^food man is from the Lord, and is to be loved as a 
neighbour, because the Lord, as to the Divine Good of his Love, is 
preeminently our neighbour; and all that Is of the proprium or self- 
hood even in a good man, is evil, for it consists of principles as yet 
in a state of perversion, and this evil, viewed abstractedly, is our 
enemy, whose perverted aGUmtjf is to be htUed, while iteeff is to be 
loved, that is, as an enemy; and it is loved as an enemy when it is 
desired to be corrected in order to its onhappiness being removed, 
that, becoming a good principle, it may have such a consciousness as 
is called happiness. 

While any evil is in temporary activity, that is, while any prin- 
ciple is in a state of perverted activity in an erring brother, it is to 
be condemned and resisted by us; but not by and from hatred and 
resentment, because this is not a desire to correct, but a desire to 
destroy; but it is to be resisted by and from Christian love; that is, 
for the good of our erring brother, and not for oir own self-gratifica- 
tion. 

But let us bring the principles of charity and mercy» and their 
application in practice, to bear upon a still more specific case. Sup- 
pose a good man to be engaged in conversation with as; so long as, 
out of the abundance of his heart he bringeth fbrth good things, 
those good things are to be loved with charity or love to the neigh- 
bour, because they are good principles in action. But suppose he 
should pasB oat of this &tato» o^ing to the occarrence of aome cause 
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of mental disturbance or misondentanding, and hia state should 
become so chimged as manifesUy to indicate that he had fallen under 
the temporary influence of his proprium or selfhood; in such case, 
the things of the proprium, thus manifested, are to be loved with the 
love to an enemy, that is, as principles capable of being changed from 
evil lo good; and while the actual disorder of them is to be hated^ 
they themselves abstractedly considered, even while in this state, are 
to be loved €u cm enen^. In this spirit Christian Love will desire to 
turn them aside^ and to correct them, but not by means of anger, but 
by means of prudence and wisdom; and when their disorderl' ac- 
tivity has subsided, mercy, which had been excited towards them, 
will give place Co charity, — the enemy having given place to the 
neighbour; and the activity of brotherly love bang no longer inter- 
fupted, conjunction will be entirely restored. 

A like discrimination ofsteigkbour and enemy applies, but in a con- 
siderably diminished degree, and with much greater variation, to 
Truths and FaJses, The variation is according to the apparent 
nature of false opinions; or accordingly as an opinion appears to be 
absolutely and certainly false; and as being likely to lead to greater 
or less injurious consequences; or as it appears to involve a fair ques- 
tion for ^peculation* without any particular harm appearing likely 
to result, in whatever way it maj be determined. 

Thus wherever true Christian Charity exists in union with genuine 
truth, a man cannot pass over from a state of love to his feUow-man 
to a state of no love, and much less to a state of hatred: the utmost 
change that charity can undergo is a modification by which it be- 
comes mercy; or by which love to the neighbour becomes love to an 
enemy. 

Were this truth duly regarded, and carefully acted upon, it would 
scarcely be possible for coldnesses and quarrels to take place amongst 
really good men. 



THE END. 
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